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Esq. first GoTemour of the Colonj of the Massachusetts Bay. From his ori* 
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to an act, entitled, An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the 
copies of maps, charts and books to the authors and proprietors of such copies 
during the times therein mentioned ; and extending the benefits thereof to the 
arts of designing, engraving and etching historical and other prints." 

JNO. W. DAVIS, 
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PREFACE. 



£aRIjY in the spring of 1816 was discovered, in the tower 
of the Old South Church in Boston, the third volume of the 
History of New Englund^ in the original MS. of the author, 
Jolm Winthrop, first govemour of the Massachusetts Bay* 
When the pre cious beok was poresented to the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, at their next meeting, 25 April, the difli- 
cul^ of transcribing it for the press seemed to appal several 
of the most competent members, whose engagement in more 
iBqfKyrtant duties afforded also a sufficient excuse for leaving 
such labour to be undertaken by any one, at 8iny time, who 
could devote to it many weeks of leisure. The task appeared 
kiviling tome.' On the same evening the MS. was taken, and 
the study of its chirography was begun, the next day, by the 
aid of one of the former MSS. collated with the printed 
▼okuae, usually called Winthrop's Journal. Of all the three 
MSS* and of the published JtHirnal, a sufficient account may 
be seen in 2 Hist. ColL IV. 200. 

Before the collation of the former MS. with the volume 
printed in 1790 had proceeded through many pages, the dis- 
covery of numerous important errours seemed to make a new 
edition of the eariier part of the History veiy desirable ; and 
iriien a transcript Of the new-found volume was completed, my 
resolution was fixed, that it should not be printed without 
a perfect revision of the Journal. Noles, explanatory, in 
some instances, of the text, iHusCrating, in some degree, the 
lik^;rapby of many persons named in it, and referring to bet- 
ter Moounts of others than I coidd furnish, were thought neces- 
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17 PaEFACE. 

flajy. Several hundred notes were prepared, and a carefal 
collation of the whole printed volume, for the second time, 
with the original volumes of MS. was finished on 2 June, 1819, 
Being then required to visit a foreign country, all my prepara- 
tions were suspended until 1 returned. Care, however, was 
taken to leave the corrected copy of the printed volume, with 
my copy of the third part, to be kept safely. Again called 
abroad in 1822, I so carefully disposed of my copy of the 
third volume, as to leave it in a forgotten place, which afforded 
me the gratification of making a new one, begun 8 December, 
1823, and finished 30 March, 1824. Tbb circumstance ad- 
raonished me of the propriety of adopting early measures for 
guarding against farther accidents of that kind.^ Applicatiaa 
was made, at the next session of the General Court of tfais^ 
commonwealth, by the Historical Society, for encouragement 
of the publication. In consequence of the liberal aid of the 
Legislature, the volume comes thus early before the publick.. 
To the account of the three MSS. above xeferred to,, may 
be added, that the whole had been in possession of Hubbard, 
the reverend historian of Ipswich, who made the basis, ancV 
much the most valuable part of his work, out of Winthrop's 
materials, using them commonly without other labour thai> 
literal copying, and disposing them in a different order. See 
page 297 of this volume, for an estimate of the value of thai 
work. Nor can I forgive the slight use of these invaluable 
documents, which is evinced by^ Mather, the unhappy .-author 
of Magnalia Christi Americana, who, in the hurry of com- 
posing that endless work, seems to have preferred useless 
<]Uotations of worthless books, two or three centuries older, or 
popular and corrupt traditions, to the full matter and precise 
statement of facts, dates, prbciples and motives, furnished by 
authentick history. That he possessed these MSS. is plain 
enough from his citations of ^ several passages in his life of 
^ur author, book II. cap. 4. Perhaps he grudged the time^ 
which must have been consumed by a devoted study of the 
volumes ; for no other excuse can I imagine for his clumsy 
abbreviation of that excellent speech in § 9, that will appear in 
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PRCFACC. V 

our next volume. From this mutilated transcript of Mather, 
ve may presume, the authors of the Modern Universal His« 
torj condensed and adorned, in vol. XXXIX. 391, 2, their 
report, as if delivered in St. Stephen^ chapel, of '^ the follow- 
ing speech, which is equal to any thing of antiquity, whether 
we consider it as coming from a philosopher or a magistrate.'' 
It may be seen, also, in the valuable Summary History of 
New England by Hannah Adams, 79, 80. Agreeable as this 
coDunendation of the London compilers is, the original address 
from Winthrop's own pen is far superiour to their copy, and 
its simplicity is injured by their decorations. One would as 
soon exchange a portrait of full size from the life for an en« 
graving in duodecimo, as receive the version of the oration 
in the Universal History for our author's report of his ^^ little 
speech." 

These venerable MSS. afterwards were in the hands of 
Prince, who used part of the first in compiling his Annals, II. 
Hutchinson, we know, did not enjoy the use of them. 

Of the title of this work, it may be desirable for the reader 
to understand, that it is the exact language of the author. In 
the first volume of MS., indeed, it is not used, nor is any other 
designation given to the book. But Prince labels it *^ History 
of New England, by John Winthrop, govemour of the Massa- 
cbusetts," and both the other MS. volumes begin, in the wri^ 
ter's own hand, " A Continuation of the History of New Eng* 
land." Perhapl it would be more gratifying, could we de- 
termine, whether Winthrop designed by this term the colony 
of Massachusetts only, or all the country, before 16^8 
and since 1660, usually called New England. It is plain 
enough, that, in the early part of his work, his regards are 
confined to Massachusetts proper, exclusive of Maine, New 
Hampshire and Plimouth ; nor is there, in later parts, so liberal 
a narrative of those colonies, or of Rhode Island and Con- 
necticut, as we should be happy to receive from one so well 
acquainted with the history of all. Johnson certainly meana^ 
by New England, Massachusetts alone ; and the omission of 
ttgolar notices, by our author, of the annual elections, an4 
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mdeed, df til other incidento in each of the other coloniesi 
except those incidenti had close connexion with our colony^ 
Wares it beyond question, that the name must have the same 
strict interpretation* Letters from private persons on the 
#iher side of the ocean were frequently addressed to Johtt 
WinthrOp, governour of New England* Sir William Berkley) 
the royal governour of Virginia, employs the same style ; and 
the king and council usually designate this colony New England. 
Perhaps the great confederation of the four colonies in 1643| 
extended the hame to them, or rather deprived Massachu- 
setts of its improper appropriation. The next year the 
patent for Providence PUntaiioiM i^ New England was ob- 
tained, which name would certainly not have beeh allowed by 
their neighbours without authority of parliament. 

My duty has called for a very scrupulous attention to the 
exact phraseology of the original MS. and the reader may 
confidently receive this text of Winthrop for a correct one, 
verified by collation of his autogra)>h at three several perioda 
in difierelK years. The integrity of the text bas, indeed, been 
as great aa object of my labour, as the preparation of notes^ 
Yet miscakes may have occurred ; for, at different timea, the 
tame word has sofnetimes been variously read by me. Tfae 
▼enerable authorities will remain in the archives of the Hia- 
liorical Society for my correction by any one, who doubis 
of the faithfolnesa of a single passage. 

Perhaps some of ray readers will be pleased with an eK- 
phmation of the style, or «upputation, of the year. Before 
17dS, the year waa, by the legal method of computation, held 
to begin on 35 March, Lady Day, or Annunciation, so called 
from the notion entertained by the chuvdb, that the «vent 
TCcOrded in the gospel t>f Luke, L 26 — 38, occurred on that 
dayw Tfae general practice of England had, indeed, several 
years eartter, conformed to that of the rest of Christendom, in 
leaking the first of January new yeat^s day; and the law, at 
kst, foHowed the {x>pultt wisdom, as usual, in At correction* 
But, in our author's time, lifae custom coincided with the law» 
It is of more impomnoe, howevUlr, toivnaiA:, that, m reckon- 
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PRfiPAim vii 

iDg the moBlhS) March was called the first, February the 
Cirelfth, September, October, November and December, then 
having, consisteiit with their Latin etymology, the numeric^ 
rank, which is now lost. Yet it is stiil more important to bt 
noticed, that a very dangerons diversity existed in styling the 
year by its old numeral until ^ March, or giving it the new 
designation firom the beginning of that month. In the Appen^- 
dix, A. 37, 38, 39, 40, our author dates the old year, and such 
course is generally followed through the History, though some- 
tJmes he varied. I have preferred uniformity with his general 
custom. In the Appendix, G., Davenport and Gov. Eaton use 
463$, where Wintbrop wovld have written 1637. Numerous* 
errours from this source are observable in all the writers on 
our early history ; and even the most careful sometimes fall 
into them. The accurate Hutchinson, I. 16, 17, mentions the 
purchase by our company froip the Plimouth council, 19 
March, 1627, and the charter from the king, confirming the 
same, 4 March, 1628, in which we might suppose he followed 
the old style. But the first election of officers, pursuant to the 
diarter, oa the last Wednesday in Easter term, he makes 
tS May, 1638, by which we «ee bis mistake. It was 1630. 
An apobgy may be expected by the publick for my 
references to the edition of Morton^s Memorial by Judge 
Davis, when that work is not published. It is easily made. 
The work had been several years nearly finished, when I be- 
^an my labour in 1816 ; and the liberal editor, — liberal in 
everything but withholding from the community the fruit «f 
so many years acquisition, — allowed me freely to peruse his 
notes. His friends might reasonably expect, that the volume 
would be soon issued, of which ninetecn-twentieths had so 
long been printed. My good fortune, however, permits the 
present publication to appear without the peril of a compari* 
son with one, by which it must be so greatly overshadowed. 
If that long-desired work is to be postponed during the life of 
the editor, the community will gladly prolong their eager 
expectation. 
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For assistance received in the progress of my work, no 
other acknowledgments than will be seen in the notes is re* 
quired by the living or the dead. But Hutchinson, Eliot, Brad- 
ford, Prince, Hazard, and other deceased writers, — Holmes, 
Davis, Allen, and other living ones, — are common property. 
The freedom used by me in correcting their errours will, I 
hope, entitle my humble notes to the same regard. 

Hanc veniam pctimuBqae damasque vicusiiD. 

It would be thought only a childbh affectation to give here the 
names of all, who lent their aid in rendering this book minutely 
accurate ; yejt, after all my obligation to them, it \b expedient, 
for greater benefits than all their kmdness bestowed, to refer to 
the free and unexhausted field, the soil of which is only partial- 
ly turned up to the day, that lies for the cultivation of any, in 
our Colony, County, Town and Church Records, whence the 
information derived will be equally abundant and authentick. 
TJiere is, however, one gentleman, to whom my readers will 
feel so much indebted, that to withhold his name would be 
greater affectation than to publish it. My friend, James 
Bowdoin, Esq. procured for me most of the articles in the 
Appendix, especially the family letters, received from his 
cousin, Francis B. Winthrop, Esq. of New Haven, which will, 
no doubt, be thought the most valuable appendage to the 
History of 'their great ancestor. 

The title page, dedication and preface of the former edition 
are here added: 
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JOURNAL 
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TO 
THE POSTERITY 

JOHN WINTHROP, ESQ. 
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AND, FOR MANY YSAR8, 
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BY THEIR MOST OBBDIRNT 

HUMBLE 8BRTANT, 

THE EDITOR. 
Hartford, Jt</y, 17$0. ^ , . ^ ,. 4 . 
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THE EDITOR^S PREFACE. 



The following Jounial was written bj John Winthrop* Esq. first 
govemour of Massachusetts. This distinguished eentleman was bom 
at Groton in Suffolk* June 1£, 1587. His grandrather was an emi- 
nent lawjer* in the reign of Henry VIII. and attached to the refor- 
mation. His father was of the same profession ; and the govemour 
himself was bred a lawyer, in which character he was eminent both for 
intq;rity and abilities. Indeed, he must have had the fairest reputa- 
tion ; for he was appointed a justice of peace at eichteen years or age. 

When the design of settling a colony in New England was under- 
taken, Mr. Winthrop was chosen, with general consent, to conduct 
the enterprise. His estate, amounting to the value of six or seven 
hundred pounds sterling a year, he converted into money, and em- 
barked for America, in uie forty-third year of his aee. He arrived at 
8alem, with tlie Massachusetts charter, June 12, 1630. He was ma- 
ny years govemour of that infant colony, and conducted himself with 
such address and unshaken rectitude, as to render his character uni- 
yersally respectable among his cotemporaries, and his memory dear 
to posterity. He died March 26, 1649 

Mr. Winthrop kept a Journal of everj important occurrence, from 
his first embarking for America, in loSO, to the year 1644. This 
manuscript, as appears by some passages, was onginally designed 
for publication ; and it was formerly consulted by the first compi- 
lers of New England history, particularly by Hubbard, Mather and 
Prince. But it continued, unpublished and uncopied, in possession 
of the elder branch of the family, till the late revolution, when Gov. 
TmmbuU of Connecticut procured it, and, with the assistance of his 
secretary, copied a considerable part of it Soon after the govemour^ 
death, a eentleman, who has a taste for examining curious original 
papers, vmich respect his own country, came, by accident, to a 
knowledge of this manuscript ; and, wiui consent of the govemour^ 
heirs, contracted for a copy* merely for his own improvement and 
amusement. On reading the woric, he fpund it to contain many 
curious and interesting Tacts, relating to the settlement of Massa- 
chusetts and the other New England colonies, and hi^^ descriptive 
of the character and views of tne first inhabitants. This suggested 
to him the design of publishing the Joumal complete ; as any aorid^* 
ment of it would tend to weaken its historical evidence, and put [it] in 
the power of captious criticks to impeach its authenticityt 3y con-i 
sent of the descendants of Goy. Winthrop, proposals were issued for 
publishinjE a small number of copies; ana the design is at length 
^ccomplidied. 
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THE EDITOR'S PREFACE. xi 

The copy here presented to the pablick was made by John Por^ 
ter, Esq. the secretary of the late Got. TnimbalU whose declaration 
respecting its accuracy, is here annexed. It is an extract from his 
letter to &e editor : 

LxBAVOv, January 1«/, 1788. 
Dear Sir, 

AoRBSABLK to jow feqveit, I send yov a copy of Gov. Winthrop^a 
Bistorj. The transcribing hat required more laboor than I at first expected. 
I carefeDj ezamiaed the oiinnal, and, on comparing, found man^ erroors in 
the fint copj ; which, upon further experience m reading the origmal, I haTe 
been able to correct ; as also to fill np manj blanks. This has caused me 
BHich stud J, and retarded the completion of the business for some time. Tou 
will observe some blanks in the present copj— some of them are so in the origin 
nal; but, excepting the blanks, I believe this may be depended on as a 
genuine copj. 

I am, dear Sir, 

with sentiments of esteem, 

jour obedient humble servant, 

JOHN PORTER. 

The original is in the hand«writing common to that age, and is 
not read without difficulty. The first copy was made during Got. 
TnimbuU'to life, and part of it by the govemour himself. The last 
copy, here given to the world, was taken from the first, and, through- 
QQt the w&le, compared with the original. The blanks are few, 
and, as the reader will observe, of no considerable consequence. 

Many parts of the work are not interesting to modem readers ; but 
even these are necessary to dve future historians an accurate account 
of the first transactions of the settlers, and furnish posterity with a 
predse knowledge of the characters and mannd^ of their forefathers. 

Important institutions, and the general complexion of national 
government, often originate in the most trivial circumstances, or the 
minutest traits of character ; and without a detail of the most trifling 
fiscts in die early history of New England, it will be impossible to 
understand the nature of their present religious and political estab- 
lishments. 

But, however unimportant particular passages in the foUowini; 
Journal may appear to the body of readers, the substance of the worE 
18 h^ly vahiatMe ; and, it is oresumed, the historiaQi the philosopher, 
and the divine, will be gratined with a publication, which has long 
been a desideratum among the literati of the New World. 

HAarroRD, July, 1790, e ^ ^^ c ' ^ 
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Thb reader is def ired to obsenre, that, at the head of the page, stands the 
name of the govemour for the time being ; that the references from the text 
to the notes are marked by Arabiok numerals ; that words donbtfbl in the 
origina] MSS. are printed in Italick characters, as on page 286 ; that words 
pfesomed to be deficient in the original are supplied bj includii^ them in 
brackets, as on page 19 ; that words in the original MSS. haying a pen drawn 
throuffh them are denoted bj a star before and after, as on page 232 ; that 
some important omissions in the former edition are marked b j a § before and 
after, as on page 148 ; that the difference in some particular places, between 
the correct reading of this edition and the erroneous ones of the former edi- 
tion, is marked bj giving the true word or words in the text between parallel 
lines before and after, aod the word or words of the former edition between 
similar lines in the margin below, as on page 3. 

In printing Indian names, I have followed the orthography of originals, 
however various at different times. Great literal correctness has been aimed 
at, and in general obtained in printing this volume. The reader maj note 
the following errours, besides a few in punctuation, of less importance : 

ERRATA. 

Page 29, in note, last line but f9nr, for jishbify read AthU^f. 
.— - 78, in note, last line but one, for ThurUnoy read ThuHu* 

— 82, in note, last line but one, for without^ read iri/A. 

— 247, in note, lasjt line but 10, and in note 2, on page 313, for Thomum^ 
read Tompttm. 

— — 276, in note, last line but four, for a#, read at. 
— — 384, in text, line 33, for EUaobtth^ read Martha, 

— 391, in text, line 11, for I€ath. read Malh. 

Perhaps I should here notice, that the address of our goveniour and com- 
pany on board the Arbella, printed for John Bellamie, London, 1690, hat 
\>t&^ found by me since writing the remaric on page 5 of this volume. 
It is bound up with several other rare tracts in the Pnnce Collection, but, as 
it gives only the seven names, transcribed by Hubbard, its value is not so 
great as I imagined. 
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THE 

HISTORY 



^AT ye FtMt of S*' Mickadj Ano 1607, m/ Sister, ye Lady 
Mildmay, did give me a Stmie Pot, tipped and covered id^^ a Silver 
Lydd.'^ 

Thb above memorandum was taken out of mj great great grand- 
fiitiier, Mr. Adam Winthrop, his notes* and given me, October ISth, 
1707, by mj coasin John Winthrop, relating to the Stone Pot» given 
him bj his sbter one hundred jears ago; which Pot is notr in my 
possession. 

ADAM WINTHROP, 
the son of Adam — ^the ion of Adam — the son 
of John, g^Teroour of Massachutetta — the 
ton of the abovesaid Adam, to whom the Pot 
was at first given. 



Bb it remembered, that the ** Stone Pot, tipped rnnd ctwered with 
a Silver Lydd^ descended to me upon the death of my father in 
1779; and that it luu, on this 29th day of September, 1807, (b^ng 
the Feast of St Michael,) been two hundrea years in the family* 
and is now in my possession. 

WILLIAM WINTHROP, 

the son of John — ^the son of Adam — ^the son of 
Adam — ^the son of Adam — the son of John, 
fgOTomonr of Massachusetts,) — ^the son of 
Adam, to whom the Pot was at first gi? en. 



iiKiroe»«ii«M.«rfns moi no small ue^cve oi au«M«u«*.. .<«<. ^ j^ 
a name of renown, without forming part of this fleet, because in.her came the 
devoted planters of Plimoeth, and she had also brought, in the year preceding 
this, some of Higginson^s companions to Salem. Endicot and the first colo- 
nists of MassachusetU in 16S8 demand our gratitude for the Abigail. But the 
circumstance of chan^ng, " in honour of the Lady" Aibella, wife of Isaac 
Johnson, Esq. the or^ind name of this tidmiral ship, which was the ,£agle, 
makes us confident in the correctness of this name, while it pleases the imagi- 
nation that would honour the vessel. In his epistle to the Countess of Lincoln, 
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Anno Domini, 1630, March ^9, Monday. 

Easter Monday.] RiDING at the Cowes, near the Isle of 
Wight, in the ^Arbetla, a ship of thre^e hundred and fifty tons, 

1 This name has been usuallj spelt Arabella, and thuB Neal, Hntchinsonf 
Tmmbnll) Dr. Holmes and Judge DaTu, besides Eliot and Allen, in their 
Biographical Dictionaries, following cbieflj Josselyn and Mather, have all 
written it. Yet these respectable writers could not have failed to adopt the 
right name, had the j considered it worth attention. Other authorities, of even 
IcM Talue, though of earlier date, may have strengthened the mistake. 
Johnson, who probablj was personally acquainted with the fact, in his 
" Wonder-working Providence,^' doubles the letter r ; but surely the addi- 
tional syllable gains little support from a book, whose innumerable inaccura* 
cies of every sort can only be accounted for by the circumstance of its author 
livinc here while his work was printed at London. The grandson of Sir 
Fetdmando Gorges, in his '^ America painted to the Life,'' gives only a 
meagre abatraot of Johnson, and therefore adds no evidence for the common 
orthography. But in the celebrated letter from these adventurers, dated on 
board ihis ship at Yarmouth 7 April, published in London, 1630, found in 
Hubbard, 196 — 128, and the first article in Hutchinson's Appendix, the true 
word may be seen, Hubbard is indeed of very little value usually in his nar- 
rative of events during the life of Winthrop, except for the closeness with 
which he copies his text. The unfailing accuracy of Prince led him beyond 
Hubbard to original private manuscripts and the Colony Records for the exact 
spelling. I testify that such is the original note of the meeting of the assist- 
ants, ^ March, on board thu ship. 

The principal vessels, which bramght our fathers hither, are remembered by 
their descendants with no small degree of affection. The Mayflower had been 
a name of renown, withoot forming part of this fleet, because in. her came th6 
devoted planters of Plimouth, and she had also brought, in the year preceding 
this, some of Higginson's companions to Salem. £ndicot and the first colo- 
nists of Massachusetts in 16S8 demand oar gratitude for the Abigail. But the 
cironnutance of changing, ^^ in honour of tike Lady" Aibella, wife of Isaac 
Johnson, Esq. the original name of this minUral ship, which was the .Eagle, 
nakes us confident in the correctness of this name, while it pleases the im^i- 
nation that would honour the vessel. In hit epistle to the Countess of Lincoln, 
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9 JOHN WllrtmiOP. [1630. 

whereof Capt. Peter ^Milbome was master, being manned 
with fifty-two seamen and twentj<eight pieces of ordnance, 
(the wind coming to the N. and by W. the evenine before,) 
in the morning there came aboard us Mr. 'Craoock, the 
late governour, and the masters of his two ships, Capt. John 
Lowe, master of the Ambrose, and Mr. Nicholas Hurlston, 
master of the Jewel, and Mr. Thomas 'Beecher, master of 
the Talbot, (which three ships rode then by us — the Charles, 
the Mayflower, the William and Francis, the Hopewell, the 
Whale, the Success and the Trial bein^ still at ^Hampton 
and not ready,) when, upon conference, it was agreed, that 
(in regard it was uncertain when the rest of the fleet would 
be ready) these four ships should consort together ; the 
Arbella to be Admiral, the Talbot Vice-Admiral, the Am- 



mother of this lady, Gov. Dudley uses the same letters with Winthrop, in 
whose MS. the word is more plainly written than almost anv other, and we 
cannot suppose they could be mistaken in so simple a point about one of their 
most intimate friends. It was therefore only in compliance with popular 
opinion, that this errour found place in the former edition ; and we may now 
hope that, in time to come, the correction will be always regarded. 

1 By the company records it appears, the master owned one eighth of the 
ship. 

3 Matthew Cradock, it is certain, never came to our country, though he 
maintained a small plantation for fishing at Mistick, in the present bounds of 
Maiden, opposite to Winthrop^s farm at Ten Hills. He was long honoured in 
our annual registers as first governour of the colonv ; yet, as he was in fact 
only the head of a commercial company in England, not ruler of the people, 
his services are adequately acknowledged without retaining his name in that 
most respectable list. To him is due fiie honour of the proposal, 28 July pre- 
ceding the date of commencement of this History, for transferring the govern- 
ment from the company in London to the inhabitants here — a measure, of 
which the benefit was felt more and more every prear tiU the indep€ndence of 
the United States, with which its connexion is apparent. This fact is by 
Prince, 1. 189, verified from the records of that day. His death I refer to 
1644, for in our county redstry deeds are found of that year from his agent, 
and in the next year from me agent of his executors. A descendant, George 
Cradock, Esq. is mentioned by Douglas and Hutchinson as an inhabitant 
of Boston. 

3 The same master, in the same ship, had the year before brou^t to Salem 
the venerable Hieginson, the father and pattern of the New England clergy. 
His relation of the voyage, printed at London in a third edition, 1630, is pre- 
served in Hutchinson's '^ Collection of Papers.'* Hubbard, 128, makes this 
name Belcher, but this is perhaps a misprint, for Higginson gives it like 
Winthrop, except that his first syllable has but one e, Thomas Beecher is 
among the early members of Boston church, being No. 112, and he was a 
representative from Charlestown in the first year, and often afterwards. He 
was by the General Court, in May, 1635, Col. Rec. 1. 150, appointed ^^ captain 
of the fort at Castle Island.'* Hubbard read our MS. as caJUng the master of 
the Jewel Harlston, 

4 This port is usually called Southampton. 
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hrose Rear^Admiral, and the Jewel a Captain ; and accordingly 
articles of consortship were drawn between the said captains 
and masters ; whereupon Mr. Cradock took leave of us, and 
our captain gave him a farewell with four or five shot. 

About ten of the clock we weighed anchor and set sail, with 
the wind at N. and came to an anchor again over against Yar- 
mouth, and the Talbot weighed likewise, and came and anchor- 
ed by us. Here we met with a ship of Hampton, called the 
Plantation, newly come from Virginia. Our captain saluted 
her, and she us again ; and the master, one Mr. [blank] ^Graves^ 
came on board our ship, and stayed with us about two or three 
hours, and in the mean time his ship came to an anchor by us. 

Tuesday, 30.] In the morning, about ten of the clock, the 
wind being come to the W. with fair weather, we weighed and 
rode nearer Yarmouth. When we came before the town, the 
castle put forth a flag; our captain saluted them, and they 
answered us a^in. The Talbot, which rode farther off, salut- 
ed the castle also. 

Here we saw, close by the shore of <he Isle of Wight, a 
Dutch ship of one thousand tons, which, being bound to the 
East Indies, about two years since, in passing ||through the 
Needles,!! struck upon a rock, and being forced to run ashore 
to save her men, could never be weighed since, although she 
lies a great height above the water, and yet she hath some 
men aboard her. 

Wednesday, 31.] The wind continued W. and S. W. with 
rain. Our captain and some of our company went to Yarmouth 
for supply of wood and other provisions ; (our captain was still 
careful to fill our empty casks with water.) 

Thursday, April 1.] The wind continued very strong at W. 
and by S. with much rain. 

Friday, S.] We kept a fast aboard our ship and the Talbot. 
The wind continued still very high at W. and S. and rainy. 
In the time of our fast, two of our landmen pierced a rundlet of 
strong water, and stole some of it, for which we laid them in 
bolts all the night, and the next morning the principal was 
openly whipped, and both kept with bread and water that day. 

Saturday, 3.] The wind continued still at W. and with con- 
tinual storms and rain. 

Sunday, 4.] Fair, clear weather. In the morning the wind 
W. and by N. but in the afternoon S. S. W. This evening the 

Ithither the radderjj 



1 I cannot satisfactorilj make out this name from the MS. but am con- 
Yhieed the former edition waf wronf , and note mj nnoertamtj in the text. 
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Talbot wciebtd and wtnt back to the Cowe«^ becai»e her an- 
chor would not hold here, the tide set with ao strong a race^ 

Monday, 5.] The wind still W. and S. with fair weather. 
A maid of Sir Richard ^honstaU fell down at (he grating by 
the cook room, but the carpenter's man, who occasioned her 
hi\ unwittingly, cai^^ hold of her with incredible nimblencsa, 
and saved her; otherwise she had faJien ioto the hold« 

Tuesday, 6.1 Capt* Burleigh, captain of Yarmouth castle, 
a grave, comely gentleoMn, and of great age, cane aboard u& 
and stayed breakfast, and, offering us much courtesy, be depart- 
ed, our captain giving him four shot out of the iorBcastle for 
his farewell* He was an old sea captain in Queen Eliaabeth^s 
tune, and, being taken prisoner at sea, was kept prisoner in 
Spain three years. Himself and three of his sons were cap- 
tains in ^Roe's voyage. 

The wind was now come about to N. E. with very fair 
weather. 

In the afternoon Mr. Cradock came aboard ns, and told us, 
that the Talbot, Jewel and Ambrose were fallen down into 
Stoked Bay, intending to take their way by Si. Helenas Point, 
and that they desired we would come back to them. Here* 
upon we came to council, and wrote unto them to lake the first 
opportunity of the wind to fall down to os, and Mr. Cradock 
presently went back to them, our captain givii^ him three shot 
out of the steerage for a farewell. 

Our captain called over our landmen, and tried them at their 
muskets, and such as were good shot among them were enroll- 
ed to serve in the ships '^ occasion should be. 

The lady Arbella and the gentlewomen, and Mr. 'Johnson 
and some others went on shore to refresh themselves. 

1 A copioos eoDectaon •f biographioa] memoirs of this gentleman and his 
descendants, of whom our oountry has justly been proud, may be seen in 
ft Hist. CoD. IV. 164—168. 

s Sir Thomas Roe was named by the king to be of the council in the 
second charter of Virginia in May, 1609, and was in the same year sent by 
Prince Henry to eipk>re the coast of Guiana. On tbe dangerous shores at 
the mouth of the Oronoco he laboured man^ months with great diligence, and 
ascended the Maragnon three hundred miles. A/lfcer his return in 1611, he 
became a politician, was a member of parliament, and supported the rights of 
the people in 1614. After that year he was employed, first at the instMice of 
the East India Company, in several embassies. Of these his own relation, 
after lying in manuscript more than a century, was given to the press ; but, I 
believe, no account is extant of his voyage to America. He sat with John 
Selden for the University of OxAird m tbe Long Parliament, and died during 
the civil war. He was one of the forty, incorporated in 1620 as the Plimouth 
CouncU, whose names may be seen in Belknap^s Kew Hampshire, I. IS, and 
Hubbard, 217. 

3 Of this gentleoMA, who is naually r^pwded ss tbefosnder of Boston, an 
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^Wednesday, 7.] Fair weather, the wind easterly, in the 
iDorniog a small gale, bat in the afternoon it came about to the 
south. This afternoon our other consorts came up to us, and 
about ten or twelve Flemings, and all anchored by us, and the 
masters of the Jewel and of the Ambrose came aboard us, and 
our captain and they went on shore. 

Towards night there came from the W. a Flembg, a small 
man of war, with a Brazil man which he had taken prize, and 
came to anchor by us. 

Thursday, 8.] About six in the morning (the wind being £• 
and N. and fair weather) we weighed anchor and set sail, and 
before ten we gat through the Needles, having so little wind as 
we bad much to do to stem the tide, so as the rest of our fleet 
(we being nine in all, whereof seme were small ships, which 
were bound for Newfoundland) could not get out all then till 
the ebb. In the afternoon the wind came S. and W. and we 
were becalmed, so as being not able to get above three or four 
leagues from the Needles, our captain tacked about, and putting 
his fore-sheets aback stays, he stayed for the rest of the fleets 
and as they came by us we spake to them, and about eight in 
the evening we let fall an anchor, intending to stop till the ebb. 
But before ten at night the wind came about to the N. a TOod 
gale ; so we put up a light in the poop, and weighed and set 
sail, and by daylight, Friday, 9, we were come to Portland ; 
but the other ships being not able to hold up with us, we were 
forced to spare our mainsail, and went on with a merry gale. 
In the Itmomingll we descried from the top eight sail astern of 
us, (whom Capt. Lowe told us he had seen at Dunnose in the 
evening.) We supposing they might be ^Dunkirkers, our 

interefltiDg account maj be found in Hutchinson, I. 22, to which neither mj- 
•elf nor the diligent historian of Boston, whose work is now in the press, have 
htea able to nake much addition. From the first vohime of our Probate 
Records it mav be seen, that he was the most liberal contributor to the 
company^s funds. His early death prevented him from contributing much to 
the stabilify of the colony ne so assiduously promoted at home, for I find no 
aeotioii of him in our records, but at the Court 7 September, and again, 18 of 
sa»e, acting with Winthropin taking inquisition at Charlestown upon one of 
their company, who died after short illness. 

1 On this day the admirable letter '^ to the rest of their brethren in and 
of the Church of England^^ was addressed by our adventurous pilnims from 
Tarmoath, aboard the Arbella. It is most appropriately given by Hutchinson 
as the first article in the Appendix to his first volume. Only seven of the 
tiaen are named, which makes it verydesirable to procure the 4to pamphlet^ 
prmtcd for John BeHamie, London, 1630, whence Hubbard, 126, derived it. 

< Duakifk was tben part of the Spanish Netherlands, and the war be- 
tween Eagland and Spain lasted tiH December following. 
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captain caused the gun room and gun deck to be cleared ; all 
the hammocks were taken down, our ordnance loaded, and our 
powder chests and fireworks made ready, and our landmen 
quartered among the seamen, and twenty-five of them appoint- 
ed for muskets, and every man written down for his quarter. 

The wind continued H. [blank] with fair weather, and after 
noon it calmed, and we still saw those eight ships to stand to- 
wards us ; having more wind than we, the j came up apace, so 
as our captain and the masters of our consorts were more oc- 
casioned to think they might be Dunkirkers, (for we were told 
at Yarmouth, that there were ten sail of them waiting for us ;) 
whereupon we all prepared to fight with them, and took down 
some cabins which were in the way of our ordnance, and out of 
every ship were thrown such beef matters as were subject to 
take fire, and we heaved out our long boats, and put up our 
waste cloths, and drew forth our men, and armed them with 
muskets and other weapons, and instruments for fireworks; 
and for an experiment our captain shot a ball of wild-fire fas- 
tened to an arrow out of a cross-bow, which burnt in the water 
a good time. The lady Arbella and the other women and 
children were removed into the lower deck, that they might 
be out of danger. All things being thus fitted, we went to 
prayer upon the upper deck. It was much to see how cheerful 
and comfortable all the company appeared ; not a woman or 
child that shewed fear, though all did apprehend the danger to 
have been great, if things had proved as might well be expect- 
ed, for there had been eight against four, and the least of the 
enemy's ships were reported to carry thirty brass pieces ; but 
our trust was in the Lord of Hosts ; and the courage of our 
captain, and his care and diligence, did much encourage us. 
It was now about one of the clock, and the fleet seemed to be 
within a league of us ; therefore our captain, because he would 
shew he was not afraid of them, and that he might see the issue 
before night should overtake us, tacked about and stood to 
meet them, and when we came near we perceived them to be 
our friends — the Little Neptune, a ship of some twenty pieces 
of ordnance, and her two consorts, bound for the Straits ; a 
ship of ||Flushing,|| and a Frenchman, and three other English 
ships bound for Canada and Newfoundland.^ So when we 

Pampihire,!! 

1 JphosoD, lib. I. c. 14, makes the nomber of these suspicious sail only four. 
But though he was, I presume, a passenger in the fleet with Winthrop, his 
storj was probably committed to paper long after the events. Prince, I. 
S05--6, got mto confusion between Johnson and Hubbard, and foUowed the 
carelessness of the latter, 129, who represents these ships as ''the rest of 
the fleet,^^ which, we know from Dndlej, did not sail before May. 
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drew near, every ship (as tbe^ met) saluted each other, and the 
llmasketeersll discharged their small shot; and so (God* be 
praised) our fear and danger was turned into mirth and friendly 
entertainment. Our danger being thus over, we espied two 
boats on fishins in the channel ; so every of our four ships 
manned out a skiff, and we bought of them great store of excel- 
lent fresh fish of divers sorts. 

Saturday, 10.] The wind at E. and by N. a handsome gale 
with fair weather. By seven in the morning we were come 
over against Plimouth. 

About noon the wind slacked, and we were come within 
sight of the Lizard, and towards night it grew very calm and a 
great fog, so as our ships made no way. 

This afternoon Mr. Hurlston, the master of the Jewel, came 
aboard oar ship, and our captain went in his skiff aboard the 
Ambrose and the Neptune, of which one Mr. Andrew Cole 
was master. There he was told, that the bark Warwick was 
taken by the Dunkirkers, for she came single out of the 
Downes about fourteen days since, intending to come to us to 
the Wight, but was never heard of since.^ She was a pretty 
ship of about ^hty tons and ten pieces of ordnance, and was 
set out by Sir Ferdinando %rorges, Capt. Mason and others, 
§for discovery of the great lake in New England,§ so to have 
intercepted the trade of beaver. The master of her was one 
Mr. Weatherell, whose father was master of one of the cattle 
ships, which we left at Hampton. 

This day two youne men, falling at odds and fighting, con- 
trary to the orders which we had published and set up in the 
ship, were adjudged to walk upon the deck till night with their 
hands bound benind them, which accordingly was executed ; 
and another man, f or using contemp tuo u s speeches in our 
presencgj ^was laid in bolts till be submitted hiuself and promis- 
ed open confession of his offence. 

I should have noted before, that the day we set sail from 
the Cowes, my son Henry Winthrop went on shore with one 

UMayflower and onn|| 

1 She wai not taken, but had put into Plimonth, whence Ambrose Gib- 
bens, a paaaenger in her, wrote 8 April to his employers, as Eyre in his letter 
next year acknowledges. Belknap, N. H. I. Appendix ii. 

9 Of OoTgeB and Mason, whose names frequently occor in this History, 
no more perfect account can be expected, than is famished by Dr. Belknap 
in the fint vohune of his admirable American Biography, though we must 
Met, that the information about Mason is very slight. The manner in 
which, in this work, Mason's death is related, sub an. 1636 and 1640, it 
■mch to be regretted. 
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of my servants to fetch aa ox and ten wetbers, which he had 
provided for our ship, and there went on shore with him Mr» 
^Pelham and one of his servants. They sent the cattle 
aboard, but returned not themselves. About three days after 
my servant and a servant of Mr. Pelham's came to us to 
Yarmouth, and told us they were all coming to us in a boat 
the day before, but the wind was so strong against them, as 
they were forced on shore in the night, and the two servants 
came to Yarmouth by land, and so came on ship-board, but 
my son and Mr. Pelham (we heard) went back to the Cowes 
and so to Hampton. We expected them three or four days 
after, but they came not to us, so we have left them behind, 
and suppose they will come after in Mr. ^offe's ships. We 
^ were very sorry they had put themselves upon such incon- 
venience, when they were so well accommodated in our ship. 
This was not noted before, because we expected daily their 
return ; and upon' this occasion I must add nere one observa- 
tion, that we have many young gentlemen in our ship, who 
behave themselves well, and are conformable to alt good 
orders. 

About ten at night it cleared up with a fresh gale at N. and 
by W. so we stoodon our course merrily. 

Sunday, 1 1.] The wind at N. and by W. a very stiff gale. 

About eight in the morning, being gotten past Scilly, and 
standing to the W. S. W. we met two small ships, which falling 
in among us, and the Admiral coming under our lee, we let 
him pass, but the Jewel and Ambrose, perceiving the other to 
be a Brazil man, and to take the wind of us, shot at them and 
made them stop and fall after us, and sent a skiff aboard them 
to know what they were. Our captain, fearing lest some mis- 
take might arise, and lest they should take them for enemies 
which were friends, and so, through the unruliness of the 
mariners some wrong might be done them, caused his skiff to 
be heaved out, and sent Mr. Hjhravesy one of his mates and 

1 It maj be concluded, from the letter of Herbert Pelham, Esq» 
to Gov. Winthrop, found in Hotch. CoH. 59, dated 23 February, 1635, that 
this gentleman was his brother. The list of persons, desiring to become 
freemen, in 1630, Prince, 11. 4, has the name of Mr. William Pelham. 

8 Thomas Gk>ffe, Esq. a merchant of London, had been an adven- 
turer in the New Plimoutn settlement, and was one of our original patentees, 
but never came to this coontrj. He was in the charter named deputy 
govemour of the company, and was at this time an assistant. 

3 One of this name had been mate of the Talbot in her voyage with 
Higginson. He was afterwards master of a vessel, perhaps, in several voy- 
ages, and, I think, settled in our country ; bat Prince, 11. 4, makes him 
a rear-admiral. 
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our pilot, (a discreet man,) to see how things were, who return- 
ed Soon after^ and brought with him the master of one of the 
ships and Mr. Lowe and Mr. Hurlston. When they were come 
aboard us, they agreed to send for the captain, who came and 
showed his commission from the Prince of Orange. In con- 
clusion he proved to be a Dutchman, and his a man of war of 
Flushing, and the other ship was a prize he had taken laden 
with sugar and tobacco ; so we sent them aboard their ships 
again, and held on our course. In this time (which hindered 
us five or six ||leagues||) the Jewel and the Ambrose came foul 
of each other, so as we much feared the issue, but, through 
God's mercy, they came well off again, only the Jewel had her 
foresail torn, and one of her anchors broken. This occasion^ 
and the sickness of our minister and people, put us all out of 
order this day, so as we could IBave no sermons. 

Monday, 12.] The wind more large to the N* a stiff gale^ 
with fair weather. In the afternoon less wind, and our people 
began to grow well a^ain. Our children and others, that were 
sick, and lay groanmg in the cabins, we fetched out, and 
having stretched a rope from the steerage to the mainmast, we 
made them stand, some of one side and soitie of the other, and 
sway it up and down till they were warm, and by this means 
they soon grew well and merry. 

Tuesday, 13.] The night before it was calm, and the next 
day calm and close weather, so as we made little way, the 
wind with us being W. 

Wednesday, 14.J The wind S. W. rainy weather, in the 
morning. 

About nine in the forenoon the wind came about to N. N. W» 
a stiff gale; so we tacked about and steered our course W. S. W* 

This day the ship heaved and set more than before, yet we 
had Ipbut few|| sick, and of these such as came up upon the 
deck, and stirred themselves, were presently well again ; there- 
fore our captain set our children and |pyoung|| men to some 
harmless exercises, which the seamen were very active in, and 
did our people much good, though they would sometimes play 
the' wags with them. Towards night we were forced to take 
in some sail to stay for the Vice- Admiral, which was near a 
league astern of us. 

[Large blank.] 

Thursday, 15.] The wind still at N.N. W. fair weathef, 
bat less wind than the day and night before, so as our ship 
made but little way. 

Rdi^jBll ||38tiU someg IIV>^i^ll 

2 VOL. u 
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At noon our captab made obsenration by the cross-staff, and 
(bund we were in forty*seven degrees thirty-seven minutes 
north latitude. 

All this forenoon our Vice-Admiral was much to leeward of 
us ; so after dinner we bare up towards her, and having fetched 
her up and spoken with her, the wind being come to & W. we 
tacked about and steered our course N. N. W. lying as near 
the wina as we could, and' about four of the clock, with a stiff 
gale, we steered W. and by N. and at ni^t the wind grew 
very strong, which put us on to the W. aroam. 

About ten at night the wind grew so high, and rain withal, 
that we were forced to take in our topsail, and having lowered 
our mainsail and foresail, the storm was so great as it split our 
foresail and tore it in pieces, and a knot of the sea washed our 
tub overboard, wherein our fish was a-watering. The storm 
still grew, and it was dark with clouds, (though othenvise 
moonlight,) so as (though it was the Jewel's turn to carry the 
light this night, yet) lest we should lose or go foul one of 
another, we hanged out a light upon our mizzen shrouds, and 
before midniehl we lost sight of our Vice-AdroirdL 

Our captam, so soon as he had set the watch, at eight in the 
evening, called his men, and told them he feared we should 
have a storm, and therefore commanded them to be ready 
upon the deck, if occasion should be ; and himself was up and 
down the decks all times of the night. 

Friday, 16.] About four in the morning the wind slacked a 
little, yet it continued §a great storm§ still, and though in the 
afternoon it ||blew not|| much wind, yet the sea was so high as 
it tossed us more than before, and we carried no more but our 
mainsail, yet our ship steered well with it, which few such ships 
could have done. 

About four in the afternoon, the wind still W. and by S. and 
rainy, we put on a new foresail and hoisted it up, and stood 
N. N. W. All this day our Rear*AdmiraI and the Jewel held 
tip with us. 

This night was very stormy. 

All the time of the storm few of our people were sick, 
(ll^except the women,|| who kept under hatcnes,) and there ap- 
peared no fear or dismayedness among them. 
[Large blank.] 

Saturday, 17.] The wind S. W. very stormy and boister- 
ous. All this time we bore no more sail but our mainsail and 
foresail, and we steered our course W. and by N. 

Holeared witb|| ||9though no inenjf 
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This daj our captain told me, that our landmen were very 
nasty and slovenly, and that the gun deck, where they lodged, 
was so beastly and noisome with their victuals and beastliness, 
as would much endanger the health of the ship. Hereupon, 
after prayer, we took order, and appointed four men to see to 
it, and to keep that room clean for three days, and then four 
others should succeed them, and so forth on. 

The wind continued all this day at S. W. a stiff gale. In the 
afternoon it cleared up, but very hazy. Our captain, about 
four of the clock, sent one to the top to look for our Vice- 
Admiral, but he could not descry him, vet we saw a sail about 
two leagues to the leeward, which stood toward the N. E. 

We were this evening (by our account) about ninety leagues 
from Scilly, W. and by S. At this place there came a swallow 
and liehted upon our ship. 

Sunday, 18.] About two in the morning the wind N. W. ; 
so we tacked . about and steered our course S. W. We had 
still much wind, and the sea went very high, which tossed our 
ship continually. 

After our evening sermon, about 6ve of the clock, the wind 
came about to S. £• a good gale, but rainy ; so we steered our 
course W. S. W. and the Ihip's way was about nine leagues 
a watch ; (a watch is four hours.) 

This day the captain sent to top again to discover our Vicc- 
Admiral. We descried from thence to the eastward. a sail, but 
we knew not what she was. 

About seven of the clock the Jewel bare up so near as we 
could speak each to other, and after \^e bated some sail ; so 
she went ahead of us, and soon after eight put forth her light. 

Monday, 19.] In the morning the wind was come about to 
the N. W. a good gale and fair weather ; so we held our course, 
but the ship made not so good way as when the wind was 
large. 

This day, by observation and account, we found ourselves 
to be in forty-eight degrees north latitude, and two hundred 
and twenty leagues W. from the meridian of London. 

Here I think good to note, that all this time since we came 
froih the Wight, we had cold weather, so as we could well 
endure our warmest clothes. I wish therefore that all such as 
shall pass this wajr in the spring have care to provide warm 
clothing; for nothing breeds more trouble and aanger of sick* 
ness, in this season, than cold. 

In the afternoon the wind came to S. W. a stiff gale, with rain ; 
so we steered westerly, till night ; then the wind came about to 
N. W. and we tacked again and stood S. W. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



12 JOHN WINTHROP. [1630, 

Our Rear-Admiral being to leeward of us, we bare up to 
him. He told us all their people wene in health, but one of 
their cows was dead. 

Tuesday, 20.] The wind southerly, fair weather, and little 
wind. In the morning we stood S. and by E. in the afternoon 
W. and by N. 

Wednesday, 21.] Thick, rainy weather ; much wind at S. W. 

Our captain, over night, had invited his consorts to have 
dined with him this day, but it was such foul weather as they 
could not come aboard us. 

Thursday, 22.] The wind still W. and by S. fair weather j 
then W. N. W. 

This day at noon we found ourselves in forty-seven degrees 
and forty-eight minutes, and having a stiff gale, we steered 
S. W. about four leagues a watch, all this day and all the night 
following. 

Friday, 23.] The wind still W. N. W. a small gale, with 
fair weather. Our captain put forth his ancient in the poop, 
and heaved out his skiff, and lowered his topsails, to give sign to 
his consorts, that they should come aboard us to dinner, for 
they were both a good way astern of us, and our Vice-Admiral 
was not yet seen of us since the storm, though we sent to the 
top every day to descry her. 

About eleven of the clock, our captain sent his skiff and 
fetched aboard us the masters of the other two ships, and Mr. 
^Pynchon, and they dined with us in the round house, for 
the *lady and ^gentlewomen dined in the great cabin. 
•" ' ^ ' 

^ William Pynchon, Esq. of whom frequent m^ntiQii is made in this 
Historj, was named an assistant in the Massachnsetts charter. Gov. Dudley 
relates, that his wife died here before the return of the ship th^j came in^ 
Many papers in 2 Hist. Coll. VIU. 227 et seq. give honourable proof of his 
services. He settled first at Roxbury, but in a few years removed to 
Springfield, of which town he was the founder, and there lived till 1652, 
when, " having received some Ul treatment" from the government, " on ac- 
count of his religions principles, he, with Capt. Smith, his son-in-law, went 
to England, and with them went the minister of the town, the Rev. Mr. 
Moxon, never to return." See Breck^s century sermon. I presume Pynchon 
had written a book above the spirit of that age ; for our government, in a 
curious letter to the prince of fanaticks, Sir Henry Vane, give no clear idea of 
its doctrines. See 3 Hist. Coll. I. 35. His son, John, was of the council in 
1665, and many of his descendants are in places of publiqk usefulness in 
Springfield and its neighbourhood and at Salem. 

S The lady was the wife of Johnson. 

3 Mrs. Phillips, the minnter^s wife, the two daughters of Sir R. Saltonstall, 
and, probably, the wives of Coddington, Dudley, Bradstreet, Nowell, and 
others, are here intended, as the principal people, except Revell anc| 
Pynchon, seem to have been in the ArbeUa, which was chiefly owned by 
th?m. 
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This day and the night following we had little wind, so as 
the sea was very smooth, and the ship made little way. 

Saturday, 24.J The wind still W. and by N. fair weather 
and calm all that day and night. Here we made observation 
again, and found we were in forty-five degrees twenty minutes, 
north latitude. 

Sunday, 25.] The wind northerly, fair weather, but still 
calm. We stood W. and by S. and saw two ships ahead of us 
as far as we could descry. 

In the afternoon the wind came W. and by S. but calm still. 
About five of the clock, the Rear-Admiral and the Jewel had 
fetched up the two ships, and by their saluting each other we 
perceived they were friends, (for they were so far to windward 
of us as we could only see the smoke of their pieces, but could 
not hear them.) About nine of the clock, they both fell back 
towards us again, and we steered N. N. W. Now the weather 
begins to be warm. 

Monday, 26.] The wind still W. and by S. close weather, 
and scarce any wind. 

The two ships, which we saw yesterday, were bound for 
Canada. Capt. ^Kirk was aboard the Admiral. They bare 
up with us, and falling close under our lee, we saluted each 
other, and conferred together so long till his Yice-Admiral was 
becalmed by our sails, and we were foul one of another; 
but, there being little wind and the sea calm, we kept them 
asunder with oars, &c. till they heaved out their boat, and so 
towed their ship away. 

They told us for certain, that the king of France had set out 
six of his own ships to recover the fort from them. 

About one of the clock Capt. Lowe sent his skiff aboard 
us, (with a friendly token of his love to the governour,) to 
desire our captain to come aboard his ship, which he did, 
and there met the masters of the other ships and Capt. Kirk, 
and before night they all returned to their ships again, Capt. 
Lowe bestowing some shot upon them for their welcome. 

The wind now blew a pretty gale, so as our ship made some 
way again, though it were out of our right course N. W. by N. 



1 Probably a brother of Sir David Kirk, or Kertk, as Champlain, in his Voyage, 
and Charlevoix in his Histoire de la Nonvelle France, choose to spell the name. 
la the table of contents to the former, it is changed to Qner. Sir David, with 
his two brothers, Thomas and Lewis, had, the preceding year, taken 
Qnebeck, an event then, and long after, thought of so little consequence, 
as not to be noticed in Hume^s History of England. The name of Kirk 
win recur in the latter part of this History, when he was governour of New- 
frandland, of which he had, in a charter of 1628, been one of the grantees. 
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Tuesday, 270 The wind still westerly, a stiff gale, with 
close weather. We steered W. N. W. About noon some rain, 
and all the day very cold. We appointed Tuesdays and Wed- 
nesdays to catechise our people, and this day Air* ^Phillips 
befi;an it. 

' Wednesday, 28.] All the night, and this day till noon, the 
wind very high at S. W. close weather, and some rain. Be- 
tween eleven and twelve, in a shower, the wind came W. N» W» 
so we tacked about and stood S. W. 

Thursday, 29.] Much wind all this night at W. and by N. 
and the sea went very high, so as the ship rolled very much, be- 
cause we sailed but with one course ; therefore, alK>ut twelve, 
our captain arose and caused the foretopsail to be hoisted, 
and then the ship went more steady* §He caused the quar- 
termaster to look down into the hold to see if the cask lay 
fast and the.....§^ 

In the morning the wind continued with a stiff gale ; rainy 
and cold all the day. 

We had been now three weeks at sea, and were not come 
above three hundred leagues, being about one third part of 

1 Of the Rev. Oeorge Phillips frequent mention wID be found in the 
following pages, and an elaborate eulogy maj be teen in the Mafnalia« 
His wife died soon after arrival. In Gov. Bradford's Letter Book, the 
concluding part of which is preserved in 1 Hist. Coll. III. an epiatle to him 
from Samuel Fuller, of 28 June of this year, only a few days after our 
colonists' arrival at Salem, discovers to us, that Phillips was of a straiter 
sect than most of the companions of Winthrop. ^^ Here is come over,** 
says he, ^^with these gentlemen, one Mr. Phillips, (a Suffolk man,) who 
hath told me in private, that if they will have him stand minister, bv that 
calling, which he received from the prelates in England, he will leave raem.** 
This was not the spirit of the first settlers of Massachusetts, nntil they had 
lived some years in the wilderness ; and I imagine PluUips was avercomcu 
by the persuasion of his friends, to postpone the scruple he had communicated 
to the Plimouth colonist. Hubbard, 186, lets us a little into the cause of 
the change : *•*• It is said, that Mr. Phillips was at the first more acquainted 
with the way of church discipline, since owned by Congregational churches ; 
but being then without anv to stand by him, (for wo to him that is alone,) 
he met with much opposition from some of the magistrates, till the time that 
Mr. Cotton came into the country, who, by his preaching and practice, did 
by degrees mould all their charch administrations into the very same fonm, 
which Mr. Phillips laboured to introduce into the churches before.'' Tet hit 
name is subscribed to the excellent letter, with Winthrop, Dudley, Johnson, 
SaltonstaU, Fiennes and Coddington, dated on board the Arbella, wishing to 
be regarded ^^a3 those who esteem it our honour to call the church of 
England, from whence we rise, our dear mother." 

The long list of men, distinguishing the name of PhiUips in our country b j 
their civil stations and munificent patronage of institutions of learning aud 
benevolence, descend from this first pastor of Watertown. 

9 This passage, being interlined, was extremely diflionlt to be made out, 
and part of it remains illegible, I think, by the aid of aay eyes or glasMa, 
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our waj) ^vi0« about forty-six north latitude, and near the 
mmdtan of the ||Terceras.|| 

This night Capt. Kirk carried the light as one of our con* 
sorts. 

Friday, SO.] The wind at W. N» W. a strong gale, all the 
night and day, with showers now and then. 

We made observation^ and found we were in forty4bur 
north latitode* At ni^ht the wind scanted towards the S. 
with rain ; so we tacked about and stood N. W. and by N. 

Saturday, May 1.] All the night much wind at S. S. W* 
and rain. In the morning the wind still strong, so as we could 
bear h'ule sail, and so it continued a growing storm all the 
day, and towards niffht so much wind as we bore no more 
sail bat so much as snould keep the ship stiff. Then it grew 
a very great tempest §all the night,§ with fierce showers of rain 
intermixed and very cold. 

Lord's day, 2.1 The tempest continued all the. day, with 
the wind W. and by N. and the sea raged and tossed us 
exceedingly ; yet, through Ood's mercy, we were very comfort- 
able, and few or none sick, but had opportunity to keep the 
Sabbath, and Mr. Phillips |ppreached|| twice that day. The 
Ambrose and Jewel were separated far from us the first 
m'ght, but this day we saw them again, but Capt. Kirk's ships 
we saw not since. 

Monday, 3.] In the night the wind abated, and b^ mom* 
ing the sea was well assuaged, so as we bare our foresail again, 
aiKl stood W. S. W.; but all the time of the tempest we could 
make no way, but were driven to the leeward, and the Ambrose 
struck all her sails but her mizzen, and lay a hull. She brake 
her main yard. This day we made observation, and found we 
were in forty-three and a half north latitude. We set two 
H^fightersll in the bolts, till night, with their hands bound behind 
them. A maid servant in the ship, being stomach sick, drank 
so much strong water, that she was senseless, and had near 
killed herself. We observed it a common fault in our ||^young|| 
people, that they gave themselves to drink hot waters very 
* immoderately. 

Tuesday, 4.] Much wind at S. W. close weather. In the 
morning we tacked about and stood N. W. and about ten in 
the morning W. N. W. but made little way in regard of the 
bead sea. 

Wednesday, 6.] The wind W. and by S. thick, foggy 
weather, and rainy ; so we stood N. W. by W. At night the 

|T— H8.|f B^praycdll IPaafloMll ||Vown|| 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



16 JOHN WINTHROF. [1630^ 

Lord remembered us, and enlarged the wind to the N« ; so we 
tacked about and stood our course W. and by S. with a merry 
gale in all our sails. 

Thursday, 6.] The wind at N. a good gale, and fair 
weather. We made observation and found we were forty- 
three and a half north latitude ; so we stood full west, and ran, 
in twenty-four hours, about thirty leagues* 

||Four|| things I observed here. 1. That the declination of 
the pole star was much, even to the view, beneath that it is in 
England. 2. That t|^ new moon, when it first appeared, was 
much smaller than at any time I had seen it in England. 3. 
That all the way we came, we saw fowls flying and swimming, 
when we had no land near by two hundred leagues. 4. That 
wheresoever the wind blew, we had still cold weather, and the 
sun did not give so much heat as in England. 

Friday, 7.] The wind N. and by E» a small gale, very fair 
weather, and towards night a still calm^ This day our captain 
and Mr. Lowe dined aboard the Jewel. 

Saturday, 8.] All the night calm. In the morning the 
wind S. W. a handsome gale ; so we tacked and stood N. W. 
and soon after, the wind growing more large, we stood W. N. W. 
with a good gale. About four of the clock we saw a whale, 
who lay just in our ship's way, (the bunch of his back about a 
yard above water.) He would not jpshun us ;(| so we passed 
within a stone's cast of him, as he lay spouting up water. 

Lord's day, 9.] The wind still S. W. a good gale, but close 
weather and some rain ; we held on our course W.N. W. About 
nine it cleared up, and towards night a great fog for an hour 
or two. 

We were now in forty-four and a half north latitude, and a 
little west of |pCorvos.|| 

Monday, 10.] The wind S. S. W. a good gale and fair 
weather; so we stood W. and by N. four or five leagues a 
watch, all this day. The wind increased, and was a great 
storm all the night. About midnight our Rear-Admiral put 
forth two lights, whereby we knew that some mischance had 
befallen her. We answered her with two lights again, and 
bare up to her, so near as we durst, (for the sea went very 
high, and she lay by the lee) ||and having hailed her, we 
thought she had sprung aleak ; but she had broken some 
of her shrouds ;^|| so we went a little ahead of her, and, 
bringing our foresail aback stays, we stayed for her, and, 

||Some|| ipswim up|| ||3Cowe8|| 

ll^but she had broken some of her shroads. Having hailed her, we learnt 
she had sprung aleak|| 
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about two hours after, she filled her sails, and we stood our 
course together, but our captain went not to rest till four of 
the clock, and some others of us slept but little that night. 

Tuesday, 11.] The storm continued all this day, till three 
in the afternoon, and the sea went very high, so as our ship 
could make no way, being able to bear no more but our main- 
sail about midmast high. At three there fell a great storm of 
rain, ||which laid|| the wind, and the wind shifting into the W. 
we tacked and stood into the head sea, to avoid the rolling of 
our ship, and by that means we made no way, the sea beating 
us back as much as the wind put us forward. 

We had still cold weather, and our people were so acauaint- 
cd with Ipstormsll as they were not sick, nor troubled, though 
we were much tossed forty-eight hours together, viz. twenty- 
four during the storm, and as long the next night and day fol- 
lowing, W^nesday, 13, when as we lay as it were a hull, for 
want of wind, and rolling continually in a high grown sea. 
This day was close and rainy. 

Complaint was made to our captain of some injury that 
one of the under officers of the ship had done to one of 
our landmen. He called him and examined the cause, and 
commanded him to be tied up by the hands, and a weight 
to be hanged about his neck ; but, at the intercession of the 
govemour, (with some difficulty,) he remitted his punishment. 

At night the wind blew at S. E. a handsome gale, with rain ; 
so we put forth our sails and stood W. and by S. 

Thursday, 13.] Toward mornins the wind came to the 
south-westerly, with close weather and a strone gale, so as before 
noon we took in our topsails, (the Rear-Admiral having split 
her fore-topsail) and we stood west-southerly. 

Friday, 14.] The wind W. S. W. thick, rogrv weather, and 
in the afternoon rainy. We stood W. and by S. and after W. 
and by N. about five leagues a watch. We were in forty-four 
and a half. The sun set N. W. and by N. one third northerly. 
And towards night we stood W. 

Saturday, 15.] The wind westerly all this day$ fair 
weather. We tacked twice to small purpose. 

Lord's day, 16.] As the 15 was. 

Monday, 17.] The wind at S. a fine gale and fair weather. 
We stood W. and by S. We saw a great drift j so we heaved 
out our skifi*) and it proved a fir *iog, which seemed to have 
been many years in the water, for it was all .overgrown with 
barnacles and other trash. We sounded here and found no 

||W6 lajred to|| ||9s(i(mer8|| 

S VOL. I» 
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ground ftt one hundred fathom and more. We Baw two wb&leg* 
About nine at night the wind grew very strong at S* W. and 
continued so, with much rain, till one of the clock ; then it 
ceased raining, but the wind came to the W. with more vio- 
lence. In this storm we were forced to take in all our sails, 
save our mainsail, and to lower that so much as we could. 

Tuesday, 18.] In the morning the wind slacked, but we 
could stand no nearer our course than N. and we had much 
wind all this day. In the afternoon we tacked and stood S. 
by E. Towards night (our Rear-Admiral being near two 
leagues to leeward of us) we bare up, and drawing near her, we 
descried, ||some|| two leagues more to leeward, two ships, which 
we conceived were those two of Capt. Kirk's, which parted 
from us in the storm. May 2. We had still cold weather. 

Wednesday, 1 9.1 The wind S. S. W. ; close and rainy ; little 
wind. We tacked again and stood W. ; but about noon the 
wind came full W. a very strong gale ; so we tacked again and 
stood N. by E. and at night we took off our main bonnet, and 
took in all our sails, save our main-course and mizzen. We 
were now in forty-four degrees twelve minutes north, and by our 
account in the midway between the false bank and the main 
bank* All this night a great storm at W. by N. 

Thursday, 30.] The storm continued all this day, the 
wind as it was, and rainy. In the forenoon we carried our 
fore-course and stood W. S. W. but in the afternoon we took it 
in, the wind increasing, and the sea grown very high ; and lying 
with the helm a-weather, we made no way but as the ship 
drove. We had still cold weather. 

^In the great cabin, at nine at night, &c. apd the next day 
again, &c The storm continued all this night. 

Friday, 21.] The wind still N. W.; little wind, and close 
weather. We stood S. W. with all our sails/ but made litUe 
way, and at night it was a still calm. 

A servant of one of our company had bargained with a cbikl 
to sell him a box worth 3d. for three biscuits a dav all the 
voyage, and had received about forty, and had sold them and 
man^ more to some other servants. We caused his hands to 
be tied up to a bar, and hansed a basket with stones about his 
neck, and so he stood two nours. 

Saturday, 33.] The wind S. S. W. much wind and rain. 

Ilicarcel 



1 In the margin of the MS. the word ^^ fast^' is written bj the govemonr, 
and a later reader has put in a 0^ pointinr at the paragraph. In this bad 
weaUier thej were, probably, without foodl 
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Oar spritsdil laid so deep in as it was split in pieces with a 
head sea at the instant as our captain was going forth of his 
cabin very early in the morning to give order to take it in. 
It was a great mercy of God, that it did split, for otherwise it 
had endangered the breaking of our bowsprit and topmasts at 
least, and then we had no other way but to have returned for 
England, except the wind had come east. About ten in the 
morning, in a very great fret of wind, it chopt suddenly into the 
W. as it had done divers times before, and so continued with a 
small gale and [we] stood N. and by W. About four in the 
afternoon there arose a sudden storm of wind and rain, so vio- 
lent as we had not a greater. It continued thick and boister- 
ous all the night. 

About seven we descried a sail ahead of us, towards the N. 
and by E. which stood towards us. Our captain, supposing it 
mi^ht be our Vice-Admiral, hoisted up his mainsail, which 
before was struck down aboard, and came up to meet her. 
When we drew ilear her we put forth our ^|ancient,|| and she 
g*luffed|| up to get the wind of us ; but Vhen she saw she could 
not, she bare up, and hoisting up her foresail, stood away be- 
fore the wmd ; yet we made all the signs we could, that we 
meant her no harm, but she would not |ptrust|| us. She was 
within shot of us, so as we perceived she was a small French- 
man, which we did suppose had been driven off the bank. 
When she was clear of us, she stood her course again, and we 
ours. 

This day at twelve we made observation, and were about 
forty-three, but the storm put us far to the N. again. Still 
cold weather. 

LonTs day, 33.] Much wind, still westerly, and very cold 
weather. 

Monday, 24.] The wind N. W. by N. a handsome gale, 
and close weather and very cold. We stood S. W. About 
noon v^e had occasion to lie by the lee to straighten our mizzen 
shrouds, and the Rear-Admiral and Jewel, bemg both to wind- 
ward of us, bare up and came under our lee, to inquire if any 
thing were amiss with us ; so we heard the company was in 
health in the Jewel, but that two passengers were dead in the 
Ambrose, and one other §cow.§ 

Kensignl ||9taffled|| ||3baiq| 



1 Some modem pen had been drawn through this word, that was ori^naUj 
at I have printed it, and the word given in uie first edition was substituted. 
This unimportant alteration is noted, because it affords me an opportunitj of « 
•itiinDg the readf r that our MS. hai not often been so corrupted. 
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Tuesday, 35.] The wind still N. W. ; fair weather, but cold. 
We went on with a handsome gale, and at noon were in forty- 
three and a half; and the variation of the compass was a point 
and one sixth* All this day we stood W. S. W. about five or 
six leagues a watch, and towards night the wind enlarged, with 
a cold dash of snowy rain, and then we ran in a smooth sea 
about eight or nine leagues a watch, and stood due W. 

Wednesday, 26.] Th# wind still N. W. a good gale and fair 
weather, but very cold still ; yet we were about forty-three. 
At night we sounded, but found no ground. 

Thursday, 27.] The wind N. W. a handsome gale; fair 
weather. About noon it came about to the S. W. and at nieht 
rain, with a stiff gale, and it continued to rain very hard till it 
was near midnight. 

This day our skiff went aboard the Jewel for a hogshead of 
||meal,|| which we borrowed, because we could not come by our 
own, and there came back in the skiff the master of the Jewel 
and Mr. jpRevell ;|p so our captain stayed them dinner, and 
sent for Capt.Lowe; mid about' two hours after dinner, they 
went aboard their own ships, our captain giving Mr. |pRevell|| 
three shot, because he was one of the owners of our ship. 

We understood now, that the two which died in the Ambrose 
were Mr. Cradock^s servants, who were sick when they came 
to sea ; and one of them should have been left at Cowes, if any 
house would have received him. 

In the Jewel also one of the seamen died — a most profane 
fellow, and one who was very iniurious to the passengers, 
though much against the will of the master. 

At noon we tacked about and stood W* and by N. and 
so continued most part of that day and night following, and 
had much rain till midnight. 

Friday, 28.] In the morning the wind veered to the W. yet 
we had a stiff eale, and steered N. W. and by N. It was so 
great a fog all this day, as we bad lost sight of one of our 

||water|| ||9Nowe]]|| ||3NoweU|| 

1 I cannot dissemble the pleasure enjoyed by restoring the tnie name In 
this place, nor my surprise at finding the marginal substitute in the hand of 
the scrupulous Prince. 

John Revell, Esq. was among those adventurers to New Plimouth, who, in 
1626, assigned their interest to the colonists by an indenture, preserved by 
Bradford in 1 Hist. Coll. III. 47. He had been chosen one of our assistants 
in October preceding, and was one of those five undertakers to reside here for 
the management of the joint stock of the company, five others being in 
England. Yet he returned in the Lyon after a few weeks' visit, before the 
first meeting of the assistants, fi^ w{tf probably too rich to adventure life 
*&Bd fortune with us, 
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sbtps, and saw the other ||soinetimes much|| to leeward. We 
had many |pfierce|| showers of rain throughout this day. 

At night the wind cleared up, and we saw both our consorts 
fair by us -, so that wind being very scant, we tacked and stood 
W. and by S. A ^child was bom in the Jewel about this 
time. 

Saturday, 29.] The wind N. W. a stiff gale, and fair 
weather, but very cold ; in the afternoon full N. and towards 
night N. and by E.; so we stood W. 

Lord's day, 30.] The wind N. by E. a handsome gale, 
but close, misty weather, and very cold ; so our ship made good 
way in a smooth sea, and our three ships kept close together. 
By our account we were in the same meridian with Isle Sable, 
and forty-two and a half. 

Monday, 31.] Wind N. W. a small gale, close and cold 
weather. We sounded, but had no ground. About noon the 
wind came N. by E. a stiff, constant eale and fair weather, so as 
our ship's wa^ was seven, eight, and sometimes twelve leagues 
a watch. This day, about five at night, we expected the eclipse, 
but there was not any, the sun being fair ana clear from three 
till it set. 

June 1, Tuesday.] The wind N. E. a small gale, with fair, 
clear weather ; in tne afternoon full S. and towards night a 
mod gale. We stood W. and by N. A woman in our ship 
fell in travail, and we sent and had a midwife out of the Jewel. 
She was so far ahead of us at this time, (though usually we 
could spare her some sail,) as we shot off a piece and lowered 
our topsails, and then she brailed her sails and stayed for us. 

This evening we saw the new moon more than half an hour 
after sunset, being much smaller than it is at any time in 
England. 

Wednesday, 2.] The wind S. S. W« a handsome gale ; very 
fair weather, but still cold ^ in the evening a great fog. We 
stood W. and by N. and W. N. W. 

Our captain, supposing us now to be near the N. coast, and 
knowing that to the S. there were dangerous shoals, fitted on a 
new mainsail, that was very strong, and double, and would not 
adventure with his old sails, as before, when he had sea-room 
enough. 

Thursday, 3.] The wind S. by W. a good steady gale, 
and we stood W. and by N. The fog continued very thick, and 

yioine leaguesH H^^^l 

1 A note in the margin, ^^ ergo fil. nnllias,^' ii an absurd concloi ion of k 
ftranger. 
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<»ome rain withal. We sounded in the morning, dnd agam at 
noon, and had no ground. We sounded again about two, af- 
ternoon, and had ground about eighty fathom, a fine grey 
sand; so we presently tacked and stood S. S. E. and shot off a 
piece of ordnance to give notice to our consorts, whom we saw 
not since last evenine. 

The fog continued all this night, and a steady gale at S. W. 

Friday, 4.] About four in the morning we tacked. again 
(the wind S. W.) and stood W* N. W. The fog continued all 
this day, so as we could not see a stone^s cast from us ; yet 
the sun shone very bright all the day. We sounded every two 
hours, but had no ground. At night we tacked again and 
stood S. ^§In the great cabin, fast.| 

Saturday, 5.] In the morning the wind came to N. E. t hand-^ 
some gale, ana the fo^ was dispersed ; so we stood before the 
wind W. and by N. all the afternoon being rainy. At night we 
sounded, but had no ground. In the great cabin, thanksgiving. 

It rained most part of this night, yet our captam kept 
abroad, and was forced to come in in the night to shift his 
clothes. 

We sounded every half watch, but had no CTOund« 

Lord's day, 6.] The wind N. E. and after N. a eood gate, 
but still foggy at times, and cold. We stood W* N. W. both to 
make Cape Sable, if we might, and also because of the current, 
which, near the west shore, sets to the S. that we might be the 
more clear from the southern shoals, viz. of Cape Cod. 

About two in the afternoon we sounded and had ground at 
about eighty fathom, and the mist then breaking up, we saw 
the shore to the N. about five or six leagues off, and were 
(as we suj)posed) to the S. W. of Cape Sable, and in forty -three 
and a quarter. Towards night it calmed and was foggy again, 
and the wind came S. and by E. We tacked and stood W. and 
by N. intending to make land at Aquamenticus, being to the N. 
of the Isles of Shoals. 

Monday, 7.] The wmd S. About four in the morning we 
sounded and nad ground at thirty fathom, and was somewhat 
calm ; so we put our ship a-stays, and took, in less than two 
hours, with a few hooks, sixty-seven codfish, most of them very 
great fish, some a yard and a half long, and a yard in compas4» 

1 Comparing the close of this paragraph, perhaps, with that of the next 
following, some carelea person had snbstitoted tkanktgmn^ for fatt^ and 
then struck out the whole sentence. The first edition was pnnted in confer- 
mity with this mutilation. As this was the sixty-eighth day passed on board 
ship, and the wind was adverse, the passengers might well keep a fast ; and 
show their gratitude for the faTOurable gale the next day by thanksginng. 
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This caiae very seasonably, for our salt fish was now spnt, 
and we were taking care for victuals this day (being a fish oay.) 

After this we filled our sails, and stood W. N. W* with a 
small gale. *We hoisted out a great bos^ to keep our sounds 
11^ the better.^ The weather was now very cold* We sounds 
ed at eight, and bad fifty fathom, and, being calm, we heaved 
out our hocks again, and took twenty-six co£ ; so we all feast- 
ed with fish this day. A woman was delivered of a ehild to 
our ship, still born* The woman had divers children before, 
but none lived, and she had some mischance now, which caused 
her to come near a month before her time, but she did very 
welL At one of the clock we had a fresh gale at N. W. and 
very fair weather all that afternoon, and warm, but the wind 
failed soon. 

All the night the wind was W. and by S. a stifi'gale, which 
made us stand to and again^ with small advantage. 
f Tuesday, 8.] The wind still W. and by S. fair weather, bul 
close and cold. We stood N. N. W. with a stifi* gale, and, 
about three in the afternoon, we had sight of land to the N. W« 
about ten leagues, which we supposed was the laJes of Monbeh 
^m, but it proved Mount ^Mansell. Then we tacked and 
stood W. S. W. We had now fair sun-shine weaxber, and so 
pleasant a ||sweet air|| as did much refresh us^ and thece came a 
smell off the shore like the smelt of a garden. 

There came a wild pigeon into our ship, and another small 
land bird. 

Wednesday, 9.] In the morning the wind easterly, but 
grew presently calm* Now we haa very fair weather, and 
warm. About noon the wind came to S. W. ; so we stood 
W. N. W. with a handsome gale, and bad the main land upon 
our starboard all that day, a^bout ekht or ten leagues off. It h 
very high land, lyin^ in many hiUs very unequal. At night 
we saw many small islands, being low land, between is and 
the main, al}out five or six leagues ofi* us; and about three 
leagues firom us, towards the main, a small rock a little above 
water. At night we sounded and had soft oozy ground ai 

Ijboeiie bere|| 

1 Now Mount Desert. I presiUBe the Bame ha4 beoA given in hoaouf of 
Sir Robert Mansell, one of the patentees in the great patent for New England, 
isoallj caUed the Plimouth charter, of King Jamea, 3 NoTomber, 1620, 
which, in the title page of his History of Connecticnt, Tramball incautiouslj- 
sajs, had been '^ never before published in America,^^ when it may be found 
in Rai. 1. 103 et seq. See North Amer. Review, VIII. 117, where is found 
«a examination of that work, ascribed to a gentleman thoroughly acquainted 
with the geogr^l^ l»d hisloi7 of tfeit country* 
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81x1^ fathom ; so, the wind being now ||8cant|j at W. we tacked 
again and stood S. S. W. We were now in forty-three and 
a half. — This high land, which we saw, we judged to be at the 
W. cape of the great bay, which goeth towards Port Royal, 
called Mount Desert or Mount Mansell, and no island, but 
part of the main.^ In the ni^t the wind shifted oft 

Thursday, 10.] In the morning the wind S. and by W. till 
five. In the morning a thick foe. ; then it cleared up with fair 
weather, but somewhat close. After we had run some ten leagues 
W. and by S. we lost sight of the former land, but made other 
high land on our starboard, as far off as we could descry,* 
but we lost it again. 

The wind continued all this day at S. a stiff steady gale, yet 
we bare all our sails, and stood W. S. W. About four in the 
afternoon we made land on our starboard bow, called the 
Three Turks* Heads, being a ridge of three hills upon the main, 
whereof the southmost is the greatest. It lies near Aquamen- 
ticus. We descried also another hill, more northward, wbicb 
lies by Cape Porfms. We saw also, ahead of us, some four 
leases from shore, a small ^ck, not above a flight shot over, 
which hath a dangerous shoal to the E. and by S. of it, some 
two leapies in length. We kept our Ipluff || and weathered it, 
and left it on our starboard about two miles off. Towards 
night we might see the trees in all places very plainly, and a 
small hill to the southward of the Turks* Heads. All the rest of 
the land to the S. was plain low land. Here we had a fine 
fresh smell from shore. Then, lest we should not get clear of 
the ledge of rocks, which lie under water from within a flight 
shot of the said rock, (called Boone Isle,) which we had now 
brought N. E. from us, towards Pascataquac, we tacked and 
stood S. E. with a stiff gale at S. by W. 

Friday, 11.] The wind still S. W. close weather. We stood 
to and apin all this day within sight of Cape Ann. The Isles 
of Shoals were now within two leagues of us, and we saw a ship 
lie there at anchor, and five or six shallops under sail up and 
down. 

We took many mackerels, and met a shallop, which stood 

gsetfl ||«leA|| 



^ But it is an island. 

S This was, undoubtedly, the White Hills, which the sun, at that season of 
the year, arrays in exquisite brilliance, frequently mistaken for that of doads, 
as I have often observed. 

3 '' Called Boone Isle,^^ is the govemour^s marginal note. 
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from Cape Ann towards the Isles of Shoals, which belonged to 
some EInglish fishermen.^ 

Saturday, 12.] About four in the morning we were near 
our port; We snot oflf two pieces of ordnance, and sent* our 
skiff to Mr, ^Peirce his ship (which lay in the harbour^ and 
had been there [blank] days before;) About an hour after^ 
Mr. ^Allerton came aboard us in a shallop as he was sailing 
to Pemaquid; As we stood towards the harbour, we saw 
another shallop coming to us ; so we stood in to meet her, and 

Gssed through the narrow strait between Baker's Isle and 
ttle Isle, and came to an anchor a little within the islands. 
After Mr. Peirce came aboard us, and returned to fetch 

1 Here U inserted, on a whole page of the original MS* a chart of the shore 
of Maine, Isles of Shoals, Boone Isle, C4pe Ann, &c. with remarks on the 
appearance of the Tarious landmarks on the several dajs, depth of water, 
bottom, bearings, distances, &c. 

s William Peirce deserves honoarable mention among the earlj navigators 
between Old England and New. He made many voyages, of which the ear^ 
Jiest known by me was in 1623, in the Ann, the sixth vessel^ whose arrival in 
our bay, since the foundation of Plimouth, is mentioned. See Morton and Gov. 
Bradford in Prince, 1. 114. 119. 121. 139. Edward Winslow, afterwards gover- 
noor of Plimouth, and the celebrated commissioner of Cromwell in Admiral 
Penn^ West India expedition, in that ship then returned with Peirce. He was, 
in 1629, in Uie Massachusetts Corapany^s employment, master of the Mayflower, 
Haz. 1 . 278, and was now in the service of the Plimouth people, for whom. 
With Allerton, he had brought in the ship Lyon, this spring, from Bristol, manv 
of Uieir Leyden brethren. Hubbard unvaTvingly, except on page 82, gives his 
name Peine. So the probate Record spells it, and so by himself, as I have 
teen, was it written. In another part of this volume his name will recur as the 
maker of the first American Almanack, viz. for 1639. He was killed at Provi* 
deuce, one of the Bahamas, in 1641, as will be seen in this History. 

3 He was one of the principal men in Plimouth colony, of the memorable 
number of one hundred and one, who came in the first ship, and the first 
assistant chosen in that government. Dr. Eliot laments, that the later years 
of Allerton are not illustrated by pubUck services ; but, we may presume, 
they would have been, had he, as our New England Biographer erroneously says, 
^ Q>ent the remainder of his days with the people of Piimouth.^^ Notice of 
this gentleman will be found more than once in later portions of this work ; 
and the reader, who would know of him all that diligent inquiry could redeem 
from oblivion, must consult the long-expected and invaluable edition of Mor^ 
ton's Memorial bv Judge Davis. Hutchinson, whose accuracy of information 
Aay more gener^y be relied on than that of any other historian of any part of 
America, except original ones, I follow with some hesitation, when he tells us, 
be left this country for England to settle there, and adds, ^^ his male posterity 
settled in Maryland. If they be extinct, Point Alderton, [in Boston harbour,] 
which took his name, will probably preserve it many ages."*' The latest notice 
of him 1 have found, is in the second volume of our County Registry ofDeede^ 
p. 192, where is recorded a receipt by Isaac Allerton, senior, merchant, of 
New Haven, 29 November, 1663, for one hogshead and four barrels of macke- 
rel from Evan Thomas, vintner, of Boston, to adventure for half profits. A 
letter, in my possession, of J. Davenport, 4 August, 1658, mentions j^ovn^ 
ABerton coming from the Dutch to New Hav^o. 

4 VOL. !• 
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Mr. ^Endecott, who came to us about two of the clock, and 
with him Mr. 'Skelton and Capt. 'Levett. We that were of 
the assistants, and some other gentlemen, and some of the 
women, and our captain, return^ with them to Nahumkeck, 
where we supped with a good venison pasty and good beer, 
and at night we returned to our ship, but some of the wo- 
men stay^ behind* 

In the llmeaB time most of our|| people went on abore upon 

Iroorniiig the fett of the) 

1 This difitingaished (kther of MaitacbvBetts bad, two jean b«fbre, bean 
sent to found tba plantation, which was effected by the settlement of Salem, 
the oldest town in the colony. He bad a commisfion from the com|>anT to 
act as governour, which was, of coarse, superseded bj the arrival of Winthrop 
with the charter. With the history of bis adopted country, that of Endecott 
Is interwoven, till the time of his death, 15 March, 1665. He served four 
years as deputy govemour, and sixteen years as rovemonr, being at the head 
of administration a longer time than any other under the old patent, exceeded 
under the new charter by Shirley alone, and that only by one year. The 
form, which he cultivated, remains in possession of an honourable descendanr; 
and one pear tree, planted by the govemour on it, is said still to repay bis care. 

3 Samuel Skelton, pastor of Salem, came the year before in the same fleet 
with Higginson. The notices of hb hjstory are very brief; that of his death 
will be found in this volume, 2 August, 1634. His wife died 15 March, 1631, 
as we learn from Dudley, who says, ^^ she was a godly and helpful woman r 
she lived desired, and died lamented, and well deserves to be honourably , 
remembered.^' 

3 No satisfactory information has been obtained, bv searching every quarter 
for some account of this gentleman, unless it mav be he who died at sea about 
two years after this date, by which event some mdiscreet letters fell into the 
hands of our adversaries, as will be seen in this work, 22 February, 1633. It 
might be conjectured, that we should identify him with Christopher 
Levett, Esq, named in 1623 by the council of New England, under the great 
charter, with Capt. Krancis West and the govemour of Plimouth for the time 
being, assistaots to Robert Gorges, who had a commission to be general gover- 
nour. But this is improbaUe ; for those constituents were adversaries to our 
humble colony, and the representative would not haye been at Salem on good 
terms with Endecott and Skelton ; and that title seems hardly consistent with 
our text, being in those times very sparingly given, especially by Morton, the 
honest annalist of PUmouth, from whom all my information of that gentleman* 
is derived. Nor do I more incline to the notion, that the person mentioned 
was Thomas Levet, who, with John Wheelwright, Augustine Story, Thomas 
Wite, and William Wentworth, is said to have purchased of four Indian saga- 
mores, 17 May, K129, a large tract of land in New Hampshire, by a very for- 
mal, though, it will be proved, a spurious deed, preserved in BeUmap^s New 
Hampshire, I. Appendix i. In that paper they are indeed called ^^ all of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England.^^ The church of Exeter had in 1639, with 
Wheelwright, after his banishment flrom our colony, a member of that name. 
Has. I. 463 ; but I imagine none of Wheelwrights followers had yet come to 
our countrr. From a long Qorrespondenee, in 1816 and 1817, with which the 
late Rev. Dr. Bentley of Salem favoured me, I obtained little more than his 
opinion that Winthrop here intended Lovett, one of Roger Conant's compan- 
ions, ancestor of a numerous and respectaUe fomily in Beverly. Bat the 
arguments did not convinoe. 
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the land of Cape Ann, which lay rery near us, and gathered 
store of fine strawberries* 

An Indian came aboard us and lay there all night. 

Lord's day, 13.] In the morning, -the ^gamore of Aga* 
warn and one of his men came aboard our ship and stayed 
« with us all da^. 

About two m the afternoon we descried the Jewel ; so we 
manned out our skiff and wafted them in, and they went as 
near the harbour as the tide and wind would suffer. 

Monday, 14,] In the morning early we weighed anchor, 
and the wind being against us, and the channel so narrow 
as we could not well turn in, we warped in our ship and came to 
an anchor in the inward harbour. 

In the afternoon we went with most of our company on 
shore, and our captain gave us five pieces. 

[Large blank.] 

Thursday, 17.] We went to ^Mattachusetts, to find out a 
place for our sitting down. We went up Mistick River about 
six miles.' 

We lay at Mr. ^Maverick's, and returned home on Satur- 

1 Hubbard, 130, calk hiili Masconomo. 

"" 9 H would now seem 8ti;^nge to ose this expression, ^ From Salem we went to 
Massachusetts;^ but the name, thouj^h sometimes more comprehensive, gene* 
raUj included only the country lyin^ around the inner bay, usually called 
.Boston harbour, from Nahant to Pomt Alderton. 

3 We must presume the reckoning to be from Conant^s, afterwards called 
GoTemour^s, Island, on which now Fort Warren stands, or at least from Ma- 
rerick^s on Noddle's Island, because, being accustomed now to say, Mistick 
River empties into Charles River, or Boston harbour, at the easterly point of 
Charlestown, one would consider it little over three miles to the limit of boat 
navigation. The geography was then unknown or unsettled, and Mistick, at 
high tide, might as well appear the principal river, as Charles. Dudley speaks 
of Charlestown as ^^ three leagues up Charles River,^^ but he means undoubt- 

; edly to represent its mouth at the outer lighthouse. 

4 Mayerick was seated on Nottle^s or Noddle^s Island, and was a gentle- 
man of good estate ; but the time of his arrival in our country, I believe, has 
never been ascertained.- As no assessment for the brief campaign against Mcr- 

"n Mount, 16^, is laid on him, perhaps he was not then here ; yet 1 conclude 
from Johnson^s language, lib. 1. chap. zvii. he came in that year or the next. 
At a court 1 April, 1633, the first volume of our Colony Recoils, p. 96, informs 
us, ^^ Noddle^s Island is granted to Mr. Samuel Maverick, to enjoy to him and 
his heirs forever, yielding and paymg yearly at the general court to the gover* 
Bour for the time being, either a fat wether, a fat hog, or jClO in money, and 
shall give leave to Boston and Charlestown to fetch wood continually, as their 
need reouires, from the southern part of the said island.''^ Winisemet Ferry, 
both to Charlestown and Boston, was also granted to him forever. Josselyn, 
wbo visited him 10 July, 1638, calls him, p. 12, ^^ the only hospitable man in all 
the coimtry, giving entertainment to all comers gratis ;^' but in the chronologic 
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dajr. As we came ^home, we came by Naiaskott, and sent 
for Capt. Squib ashore — (he had .brought the west-country peo- 
ple, viz. Mr. 'Ludlow, Mr. ^Rossiter, Mr. ^Maverick, §&c. 
to the bay, who were set down at Mattapan,§) — and ended a 
^difference between him and the passengers; whereupon he 



eal observations, p. 25S, appended to bis Voyages, be is strangely con- 
founded, as the fatber of Samuel Maverick, Esq. the rojal commissioner in 
1664, witb the Rev. John Maverick, minister of Dorchester. Samuel 
was not one of our church members, being, says Hutchinson, an Episcopalian. 
But so were all our fathers. Johnson, in the passage before referred to, desig- 
nates him as ^^ an enemy to the reformation in band, being strone for tbe lord- 
ly pcelatical power.^* This circumstance, perhaps, saved hun from much 
trouble in the earlier years of his residence ; but in the progress of this History 
be will be seen involved in difficulty with the partv of Dr. Child, petitioners 
for enlargement of privileges. He died 10 March, 1664. 

1 He means to Salem. 

s The name of Roger Ludlow often occurs in our early history. At tbe 
last general court of the company in England, he was chosen as assistant in 
the room of Samuel Sharp, who bad tbe year before come over to Salem in the . 
same ship with Skelton. He was one of the founders of Dorchester, whence, ii| 
about five years, be removed to Windsor, of which he may be called the father. 
In Connecticut he was deputy govemour several times, but be seems to have 
been unquiet in bis domicile, for in 1639 be removed from Windsor and 
founded Fairfield. In 1654 be removed in disgust to Vii^inia, where, per- 
haps, in bis advanced years, be became stationary. Eliot has drawn bis 
pbaracter with discrimination. From Hubbard^ 165, we learn, that be was 
brother-in-law of Endecott, whom be rivalled in ardour of temperament. 

S Eldward Rossiter, Esq. one of the assistants, Hutchinson informs us, was 
of a good family in the west of England, whence all the Dorchester peo- 
ple came. He was one of the principal encouragers of the settlement at 
that plape, the first town in the ancient county of Suffolk, unless Quincy of 
Weymouti? m^y dispute the honour. He died in a few months. 

Of tbe Rev. John Maverick I learn nothing, before his coming to 
Dorchester, but that he bad been a preacher about forty miles from Exe- 
ter in Old England, and aXter his arrival, so little, except what will be foun^ 
in our History, during tbe few years of liis life, that it may be unnecessary 
to prolong this note. 

5 Tbe cause of this difierence, probably, is found in the landing of tbe 

Sassengers from tbe ship, in w^ich tbey sailed 20 March, and arrived 30 
[ay. Capt. Roger Clap, who was one of tbe sufferers, informs us in 
his brief memoirs, ^^ when we came to Nantasket, Capt. Squeb, who was 
captain of that great ship of four hundred tons, would not bring us into 
Charles River, as be was bound to do^ but put us ashore and our goods on 
Nantasket Point, and left us to shift for bursefyes in a forlorn place in tbis 
wilderness ;^^ and a little farther on, ^^ Capt. Squeb turned ashore us and our 
goods, like a merciless man.^^ Trumbull, in a note on I. p. 8, of bis History 
of Connecticut, several of whose first settlers came in this vessel, says, tbe 
master *^ was afterwards obliged to pay damages fo^'this conduct." He leaves 
%iB to conjecture his authority, which was perhaps a contemporaneous mail- 
cscript of some gentleman of greater age and distinction than Clap. 
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sent bis boat to bis sbip, (ibe Mary and Jobn,) and at our 
llpartingll ^ve us five pieces. At our return we found tbe 
Ambrose m tbe barbour at Salem. 

Tbursday, ^Ju'j !•] Tbe Mayflower and tbe Wbale ar- 
rived safe in Cbarlton barbour* Tbeir passengers were all in 
bealtb, but most of tbeir cattle dead, (whereof a mare and 
horse of mine.) Some |pstone|| horses came over in good 



plight. 
Fridt 



iday, 2.] Tbe Talbot arrived there. She bad lost four* 
teen passengers. 

My son Henry Winthrop was drowned at Salem. 

Saturday, 3.] Tbe Hopewell, and William and Francis 
arrived. 

Monday, 5.] The Trial arrived at Charlton, and the 
Charles at Salem. 

Tuesday, 6.] The Success arrived. She had [blank] goats 
and lost [blank] of them, and many of her passengers were 
near «tarved, &c. 

Wednesday, 7.] The Lyon went back to Salem.' 

Thursday, 8.] We kept a day of thanksgiving in all tbe 
plantations. '^- 

[Large blank.] 

flfirmgll BSfcwJ 

1 Delicacy permitted the author to saj no more of this son, whose name 
in tbe original MS. is denoted only by the initials ; bat thb brief sentence 
from Hubbard, 131, will be easily indulged : ^^ A sprightly and hopeful young . 
gentleman he was, who, though he escaped the danger of the main sea, yet 
was unhappily drowned in a small creek, not long after he came ashore^ even 
tbe very next day, July the 2d, after his landing, to the no small grief of his 
IHends, and the rest of the company.^^ It will be recollected, that he, with 
Mr. Pelbam, had accidentally lost his passage in the ship with his father, to 
find another in one of those remaining at Southampton. His father^s touch- 
ing notice of his untimely death wiu be found in the first letter to his wife 
from America, given in the Appendix A. From the language the conclusion 
isunaToidable, Siat the voung man had been married before they came from 
England, leaving his wire with her mother-in*law ; and from a previous letter, 
written 2 March after takine leave, she was, I presume, in an advanced state 
of pr^^ancy. The genealogy of the famOy mentions, that he married a 
Fones, probably his cousin, and left issue a daughter. He was the secend 
SOB, and probably of the age of twenty-one or two years at his death. 

s Whence she came hack^ is matter of conjecture, for in the text it has 
sot been told, that she left Salem, after being first found by our author ia that 
barboor on his arrival. I am induced to think, from a comparison of Brince, 
I. 201, 207, 241, contrary to his opinion of her landing Ashby at Penabscot 
in May, that she had gone there in June from Salem, being in the emplojrment 
of the Plimonth people, probably, and not of ours. After this retiim our 
covemour made a contract with the master to go to the nearest poirt in 
uigland for provisionp. 



.HI 
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Thursday, August 18,] Capt. Endecott and KJibson 

were married by the governour and Mr. ^Wilson. 

Saturday, 20.J The French ship called the Gift came 
into the harbour at Charlton. She had been twelve weeks 
at sea, and lost one passenger and twelve goats; she de- 
livered six. 

Monday we kept a couj^t.* 

I In Prince, 1. 178, is preserved a letter from Cradock in London to 
Endecott, of the year before, from which we learn, that Endecott brought a 
wife from •England, of the time of whose death we are ignorant. Morton, 
the scandalous author of New EngHsb Canaan, insinuates, that she perish- 
ed by the quackery of Fuller of Plimouth. Two seasons of disease had 
afflicted the colonists at Salem, and the highest seem, equally with the 
lowest, to have been exposed to its power. By the kindness of the late 
Rer. William Bentley, the diligent historian of Salem, 1 learn that the nam* 
of this second wife was £lizabeth, and, from our Probate Records^ that she 
survived her husband. 

s Of the Rev. John Wilson's biography abundant materials are furnished 
by this History and most other books about our early affairs, and most eopi* 
ously by Mather, which are happily abbreviated by the amiable Eliot in 
his New England Dictionary, and Emerson in his History of the First 
Church. Hb will is in our Ptobate Records, VI. p. 1. Having been minbtar 
at Sudbury, he was well known to his neighbour, our author, before their 
vndertaking this work of leaving their native country. 

3 Johnson says, this court was holden 23 August, on board the ArbeUa. 
As he adds, that Winthrop was then chosen governour, and Dudley deputy, 
which I agree with Prince in thinking improbable, since they had before been 
chosen in England, and our records have no trace of suoh election, it mar 
also be doubted whether the assistants' meeting was held on shipboard. 
The record says, the court was at Charlton, and, we may imagine, the *"*■ great 
house*' would have been the most convenient place. He is, however, right 
in his date, and the reader will remark, that, in noting events a few weeks 
before and after this time, the governour seems to fail of his usual diligence. 
It m»y be accounted for, either by his grief on account of his son's death, or 
anxiety from the extraordinary press of business in the circumstances of the 
new colony. The two precedmg dates are erroneous. The 20th of August 
was Friday, not Saturday. Endecott's marriage, if it were on Thursday, was 
solemnized on the 19tb, or if on the 18th it was Wednesday. The name of 
the month is indeed inserted, in the MS. not against the line in which the 
wedding is mentioned, but the next. But the dates before and after con- 
vince me, that August, and not July, is the date intended for Endecott's 
union ; and I gather a slight confirmation of my judgment from the fact of his 
absence from this court. 

The transactions of ihwjirst court are sufficiently interesting to excuse the 
extract from Prince, quoting the Colony Records : ^^ Aug. 23. The first court 
of assistants held at Chariestown. Present Gov. Winthrop, Depu^ 
Gov. Dudley, Sir Richard Saltonstall, Mr. Ludlow, Rossiter, Nowelj, 
T. Sbarp, Pynchon and Bradstreet ; wherein the first thins: propounded is, 
How the ministers shall be maintained, Mr. Wilson and Phillips only propoa- 
ed ; and ordered, that houses be buiit for them with convenient speed at the 
publick charge. Sir R. Saltonstall undertook to see it done at his plantation 
for Mr. Phillips ; and the governour at the other plantation for Mr. Wilson ; 
Mr. Phillips to have thirty pounds a year, beginning at the first of Sep« 
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Friday, 97.] We of the congregation kept a fast, and 
chose Mr. Wilson our Heacher, and Mr. ^Nowell an 'elder, 

tember next ; Mr. Wilson to have twenty pounds a year till his wife come 
over, beginning at 10 Jolj last ; all this at the common charge, those of 
Mattapan and Salem excepted. Ordered, that Morton of Mount Wollaston. 
be sent for presently ; and that carpenters, joiners, bricklayers, sawyers and 
thatcbers, take no more than two shillings a day, under pain of ten shillings to 
girer and taker.^' 

Such was the first formal leeislation of Massachusetts. But in March 
foUowniff, artificers were left at liberty to agree for their wages. Prince, II. 23, 
from Colony Records, though 1 am sorry to observe, that, two years after, the 
wisdom of experience was slighted, and the absurd policy of legal rates re- 
stored. For many years, this interference with the freedom of contracts was 
more or less severe, but the very means of enforcing it probably conduced 
to the abolition of the prejudice. It was left to the freemen of the several 
towns, from time to time, as occasion might require, to agree among them- 
selves about the prices and rates of all workmen^s labour and servants^ 
wages ; and to exceed those rates was made penal. In the adjustment, great 
diversity would soon arise in different places, to prevent which, it was provid- 
ed, that if any town had cause of complaint against the freemen of any 
other town, for allowing greater wages than themselves, it should be in the 
power of the county court to adopt uniform regulations. During the war of 
oar revolution, it is within the recollection of many, that, to counteract the 
inevitable embarrassment arising from the depreciation of the paper currency, 
arbitrary values were affixed to all commodities bv an agreement, which 
WIS shown by experiment to be impracticable, after reason had in vain 
proved it unjust. See Pr^ident Kirkland^s Life of Fisher Ames, p. xi. 

1 Between the offices of teacher and pastor there was, we know, some 
sight difference in the early times ; for, on Cotton's arrival three years after, 
he was chosen teacher, Wilson having a year before been made pastor. Tet 
these terms, though at first distinct, soon became convertible, and not mneh 
cam with certainty be known of the distinction. Eliot says — Biographical Die- 
tionaiy, Skkltoh, — *'*' Mr. Skelton, being farther advanced in years, was coft- 
ttitntadi pastor of Salem church, Mr. Higginson teacher.^^ That author, how- 
ever, m bis Essays on the Eoclesiastical History of Massaclnisetts, felt the 
MOM difficttlty as 1 have ; for he says, 1 Hist. Col). VII. t7], **• we, who make 
BO such dtstinciion of offices, think it strange, that there should have been 
sncb difference between pastor and teaching elders ; for we suppose any 
man, who can feed the people with knowledge, is qualified for one office 
eqnaliy with another. But it appears fVom the ecclesiestical histoiy of this 
country, that ▲ vbat q^mat vtfnivcnow was made in the earhr state of 
their settlement. They esteemed many to t>e excellent Uaehers^ whom they 
would not endow with the pastoral care,^^ This seems to me too strongly 
staled. Cotton was an older and a greater man than Wilson, yet the latter 
was puslor. Higginson cannot be postponed to Skelton, except for his years ; 
and Maverick, U^ teacher of l>orchester, was older than Warhara. Several in- 
stances in other towns of inferiority of the talents, if not character, of the pastor 
■fcay be found, I think, in our earlv churches. Still the reason of Dr. Eliot^ 
distinctioB may be supported by the rule of the clerics^ oonstitutionB. See 
Trumbull, I. 289, 283, and the numerous authoritSes. 

2 Increase Nowell, Esq. had been chosen an assistant in England, and 
was a person of bieh consideration in the colony, of which he was long 
secretary. He died, poor, 1 November, 1655. 3 Hist. Coll. 1. 47. 

3 This office of ruling elder was geneially kept op hardlv more than 
fifty years, though in a few churches it continued to the middle of the last 
^entvy, orach rtdooed, however, in importaacv, and hardly distingnishable 
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and Mr* Gflger and Mr. ^Aspinwall, deacons. We used im- 
position of bands, but with this protestation by all, that it was 

fit>m that of deacon. The title of elden is retained from the beginning as a 
name for ministers. Prince^ I. 92, delineates from high aathorities the differ- 
ence between teaching and ruling elders, thus : ^^ Pastors, or teaching elders, 
who have the power both of orerseeing, teaching, administering the sacra- 
ments and ruling too, being chiefly to give themselves to studying, teaching 
and the spiritual care of the flock, are therefore to be maintainedf.^^ '^ Mere 
ruling elders, who are to help the pastors in overseeing and ruling ; that their 
offices be not temporary, as amon^ the Dutch and French churches, but con- 
tinual. And being also qualified in some decree to teach, they are to teach 
only occasionally, through i^ecessity, or in their pastor^s absence or iDness ; 
but being not to give themselves to study or teaching, they have no need of 
maintenance.^^ In less than two years, it will be seen in this History, a ques- 
tion arose, whether the offices of magistrate and ruling elder might be filled at 
the same time by the same person. This may in our days appear quite unim- 
portant, as the elder was not required to give himself to study or teaching, 
and was allowed no maintenance by the congregation. But in the primitive 
times it was so important, that our fathers of Boston took the advice of distant 
churches. Perhaps it was intended, by those who raised the inquiry, only 
to make Nowell lay down one of his titles. Happily he preferred to retain 
the station that demanded most service, and continued a magistrate. 

The comparative disesteem, into which the office of ruling elder soon fell, 
was very pathetically lamented by many of the early planters in their later 
years. In a tract, by Joshua Scottow, 1691, under the whimsical title of 
^^ Old Men^s Tears for their own Declensions, mixed with Fears of their and 
Posterities^ further falling ofi* from New England^s primitive Constitution,^^ this 
•ad presage of portendmg judgments is uius treated : ^^ It's not unknown, 
that some churches, in laying their foundation, did solemnly promise and 
covenant, before God, and one to another, that they would be furnished with 
two teaching and two ruling elders ; but it's not attended to. It was not for 
want of maintenance ; no, religion hath brought forth riches, but the daughter 
hath devoured the mother, as was said and observed of old.'' 

^^ Where are the ruling elders, who as porters were wont to inspect our 
sanctuary gates, and to take a turn upon the walls ? Is not the remembrance 
of such an officer almost lost and extinct, though the scripture and the platform 
of church discipline expressly declare for them, and set out their particular 
charge and work ? It was an aflecting question put forth by one of about fifty 
years old, bom in the communion of our churches, concerning ruling elders^ 
what these men were, who were formerly so called ; professing, in time of 
their minority, there were such men to their remembrance, but since had for- 
gotten what they were, and therefore desired resolution." 

He proceeds to relate, that it is ^^ questioned by some among us, whether 
such an officer be jure divino, or any rule for them in God's word, which 
occasions a reverend elder to take up the argument against such, and bewails 
the neglect of them in the churches, as a sad omen of their turning popular or 
prelatical, and if so, then to be regulated either by lord brethren or lord 
bishops. Is not this a gre^t derogation from Christ's authority to say, that 
deacons may serve the churches' turn, who may officiate to do these elders' 
work f Is it not a preference of men's politicks before Christ's institutes ? Did 
not the practice of men's prudentials prove the ruin of the churches and rise 
of Antichrist ? That our colleges by God's blessing should afford materials for 
teaching elders, and that our churches should grow so barren, as not to bring 
forth, nor educate men qualified for the other, may seem to portend a threat- 
ening of Christ's departure from them, as to conjugal communion." 

1 Frequent notice of WUliaia Aipinwall will be fonnd in this History. 
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wAy ds a sign of election and confirmation^ not of any intent 
that Mr. Wuson should renounce his ||ininistry|| he received in 
England. 
September 20w] Mr. Kjager died» 

Imoneyll ^^_^ 

He had come over with his wHts, t presnme, in the fleet with Winthrop, and 
certainlj was in high esteem with our people until the unhappy controversy 
ahont antinomiantsm^ fn which, being on the side of the m^jonty of Boston 
chofrcb, lie wai too important to get off with impnnity* "With the other dis- 
/ranchSied or discontented members, he removed to Rhode Island, which 
they purchased 34 March, 1638, and was wise enough, after the heat subsided, 
toretum. He was the first secretary of that colony. His official signature if 
found afterwards in our records, as notary publick, to protests of bills of 
«ichaiire. I have seen a very curious tract, entitled, ^^ A brief Description 
of the nfth Monarchy, or Kingdom that shortly is to come into the World ; the 
Monarch, Objects, Officers and Laws thereof, and the surpassing Glory, Ampli* 
tode. Unity and Peace of that Kingdom, &c. And in the Conclusion there is 
addcHcl a Proenostick of the Time, when the Fifth Kingdom shall begin. By 
William Aspmwall. N. E.^^ Its title page is eamished with several texts of 
scripture distorted in the usual style of that day. *' London, printed by M« 
Simmons, and are to be sold by Livewell Chapman at the Crown in Popes- 
head Alley, 1653." It contains fourteen pages. After showing, ^^ that there 
is such a thing to be expected in the world as a fifth monarchy ,^^ from Daniel^s 
vision, fulfilled in part by the execution of Charles I., he anticipates a farther 
IMToeress from the destruction of all other kings, though ^^ they have a little 
proK>neing in life granted after the death of Charles Stuart.^' He comforts 
tumselr with the confidence, that ^^ the space wiU be short ; it will be but for 
a season and time ; and then will their lives go for it, as well as Charles s and 
then, these four monarchies bein|^ destroyed, the fifth kingdom or monarchy 
foDows immediately.^ Proceedmg through his inquiries of ^^ the Sovereign, 
(Jesus Christ,) subjects, officers and laws of that kingdom,'^^ his fanatical 
vaticination favours us with ^^ some hint of the time when the kingdom 
shall bedn,^^ which he had wit enough to delay so long, that the event might 
not prdMbly injure the credit of the Umng soothsi^er. ^^ Know therefore, 
that the uttermost durance of Antichrist^s dominion will be in the year 1673, 
as I have proved from scripture in a brief chronology, ready to be put forth*^* 
Cromwell, whose power was Just then preparing to t>e established, knew well 
the dangerous tendency of such jargon, unless when used by himself; but 
though he q>plied the civil arm to manv other di^amers of King Jesus, I be- 
fieve he left the New England seer to the safety of oblivion or contempt. A 
more ittefiil wofk, with a well- written preface by him, was two years after 
printed in London, by the same printer, for the same Chapman, with the ludi- 
crous praenomen, ^' An Abstract of Laws and GovemmenV' &c. collected and 
digested by John Cotton of Boston in N. £. in hb life time, presented to our 
General Court, ^* and now published after his death by William AspinwalK*^ 
Thb evidence of hb talents is preserved in 1 Hist. Coll. V. 187. Our Registry 
•of Births mentions, of hb children, Edward, bom 26 September, 1630, died 
10 October foHowing ; Hannah, bom 26 December, 1631 ; Elbabeth, Qib wife^s 
name,) bora 30 September, 1633; Samuel, 30 September, 1635; Ethlan, 1 
March, 1637 ; Dorcas, 14 Febraary, 1640. But of him or hb family we know 
nothing after some years. The respect^ible family bearing this name in our 
^met It not descended from him, but Peter Aspinwall, from Lancashire, I 
think, in England, whose will b in our Register, lib. Vlll. 67. 

1 William Gager, whose election it mentioned in the former paragraph, 
, Got. Pndley calb *^ a right godly man, a skilful chymrgeon.'* An al- 
5 VOL, I. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34 i<mix vtttrrmiQir. [fcstv 

SOt] About two in the morning, Mr. Isattkc Johnson 
died ; his wife, the ledy Ari^eHa, of the house of ^Lincoln, 
being dead about one month before. He was a holy mate, 
and wise, and died in sweet peace, learaig ^ole part of his 
substance to the colony. 
> The wolves killed six calves at Salem, and they kilted 
one wolf. 

Thomas Itforton adjudged to be imprisoned, till he were 
sent into England, and his house buitit down, for his many in- 

lowanoe bj the conpanr, from the publiek treanuj, was made him, on «o» 
coiDt of hb oi&ce, but thiB practice did not continae. He was reckoned of the 
goyenioiir'a homebold ; and his son John is remembered by our author in his 
will. See Appendix. This son was, probably, a youth, and went with the 
|^Temonr*8 son to New London, where, in September, 1659, he complained 
with others to the commissioners of the United Colonies aga^t seme Indian 
outrage. Hai. 11. 412. The name u. perhaps, perpetuated by descendants 
in Connecticut ^ at least, in TrumbuU, il. 532, a William Oager, of the second 
church of Lebanon, ii among the ministers, 27 May, 1726* 

1 Mather calls it ^* the best family of any nobleman then in £ngland.^* 
Collinses Peerage informs us, that Thomas, third Earl of Lincoln, who was de- 
scended of a family that came in with William the Conqueror, had by one 
wife eight sons and nine daughters. Two sons and four dau|bter8 died 
young. One daughter, Franees, married John, son and heir of Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges ; another, Susan, married John Humfrey ; a third is the lady mentioned 
in the text. Dudl^ and Bradstreet, two other of our assistants, had lired 
many years in the nimUy, so that a close 'relation to New England would be 
acknowledged by the brother of this lady. Theophilus, the fourth earl, who 
oame to his title on the death of his father, IS January, 1619. He was a warm 
patriot on the parliament's side in the civil war, but, alter the captiTity of 
the king, being inclined to moderation, was imprisoned and accused of treason 
bj the usurpii^ power of the army, w^h subverted, under CromwelTs direc- 
tion, all the principles of the consntntion. The earl Was in refutation at the 
restoration, and lK>re a part in the solemnities of crowning Charles IL, and 
his descendants, I believe, enjoy their hereditary honours with the augmented 
title of Duke of Newcastle. 

2 Instead of Mme, was first written a geod, 

3 Notice of the court, at which this sentence passed, being the second, 
held 7 September, is omitted by the author. Prince, I. 248, gives, from the 
Coldny Becords, the proceedinn at full length : ^^ Ordered, that Thomas 
Morton of Mount Wouaston shafi presently be set in the bllbowes, and after 
sent prisoner to England by the ship called the Gift, now returning thither; 
that all his goods shall be seised to defray the charge of his tran^xntation, 
payment of his debts, and to cive satisfaction to the Indians for a canoe he 
took u^justlv from them ; and Uiat his house be burnt down to the ground in 
sight of the Indians, for their satisfaction for manv wrongs he has done them.^' 

This serttlement at Mount Wollaston, caUed AJerry Blount bv Morton, had 
been begun in 1625, by Capt. Wollaston. In the Memorial of Nathaniel 
Morton, the pious secretary of Flimouth colon v, a full history of its suiTerings, 
perhaps an impartial one, may be found. The unhappy subject of this note 
had some vears before been established at Weston's plantetion at Wessagus- 
cus. He mlorms na, in his book, that he arrived in June, 16£2, of course, in 
the Charity. For this pdilicatioD, called New En^ish Canaan, by Thonto 
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joriea offcorecl to tfae iBdians, aadothef miiidemeaiipursy Capt. 
Brook, master of the Gift, refused to carry him* ^ 



[Large UatfbJ 



JfcMon of CKfford^s Inn, Gentleman, upon ten Yean^ Knowledge and I^spefi* 
sent elf the Countiy, printed at Aipsterdam b^ J. F. 8tam,.1637, he un- 
doubtedly repented, when again exposed to punishment here in 1644, as will 
be seen in the faistoij of t^t timer This work is veij tare, only one copy 
haTing erer been heard of by me, which is owned by his BKcellency John Q. 
Adams. It it divided into three books ; the fiiiat treating of the Indians ; the 
second, of the natural history ; the last, . of the people planted there, their 
prosperity, what remarkable incidents have happened since, together with the 
tenets and practice of their church. This pieurt, in thirty-ope chapters, is 
written in an all^;orical style, shadowing the principal cha^rac^rs under ficti- 
tious names, insomuch that it has to a great degree become hardlv intelligible. 
Endecott suffers his vengeance under the appellation of Ltttleworth, and 
Winthrop is aptiy called Joshua, and sirnamed TemperweU. Dedicating his 
wofk to the lords of the priyy council, he sa^s, ^^ it is but a widow^s mite, 
yet all that rapine and wrong bath left me to bring from thence.^' Laudatory ' 
Terses are prefixed by Sir Chr. Gardiner and two others, and some of his own 
poetry is occasionally interspersed. In the 23 chapter of the third book, his 
own stocy of his sufierings is told, which we of this age may read without much 
injury to our forefathers^ memory : ^' A court is called of purpose for mine 
liost, he there couTented, and must hear his doom, before he go. Nor will 
thoT admit him to capitulate, and know wherefore ihey are so violent to put 
such thinjgs in practice against a man they never saw before. Nor will they 
aDow of H, though he decline, their jurisdiction.^^ 

^^ There they all, with one assent, put him to silence, crying out. Hear 
tiiegovemour, Hear the govemour, who {pare this. sentence against niine host at 
int rigfat,^* as above from the R ecords. He- ascribes to the govemour a reason, 
which the character of the age ma^ induce us to believe was really uttered, ' 
^because the habitation of the wicked should no more appear in Israel.^* 

He stvles himself '^ of Clifierd^s Inn, Genf but his namesake, the Memo- 
riafist, mim whom all later authors have taken every thing to his discredit, 
calls him ^* a pettifogger at Fumival^s Inn.*^ No doubt he was a common \ 
disturber of the wh^e conptiy, for the expenses of the expedition against i 
him bv Standish, in 1628, were, assessed on eight different plantations, in 
several of which there was little religious sympatt^. with the worthies of 
$alem and Plimouth. 

Thomas Morton is the first writer, who fafte currency to a ludicrous report 
of a vicarious punishment, for which. New England has been jeered at i^ for- 
mer and later times. But justice to hio^ requires me to add, that he men- 
tions the fact only as a, proposal, that was not agreed to, and thus overthrows 
the po*nbilit^ which Hubbard, 77, supposes, that justice ^^ might be exe- 
outed not on him that mosi deserved, but on him that could be best spar- 
ed, or who wa« not IDce to live loi^, if he had been let alone.^^t But-> 
ler^s Hndihnu hAs admirably enlarged the ground-work, and. decorated ihjn 
edifice: 

Our brethren of New England u§9 
Choice malefactors to excuse^ 
And hang the guiltless in their stead. 
Of whom the churches have less need. 

t^fle hoM indttdgiven the fact (which u pvl hey&nd doubt by the con/smpo- 
nry.tekUion of frimloui) that the guilty inan «mw hanged. Setjt Pitrduu^a 
Piig. lib. X. c. 5, Pr^ 1. 131, and I HUt. ColU FJJL 266^ 
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Fi$ich of WateriowD bad bis wigwan burnt atich all bis 
goods. 

^Billington executed at Plimoutb for murderine one.. 

Mr. Phillips, tbe minister of Watertown, and others,, bad tbeir 
■hay burnt 



iay i: 
The 



wolves killed some swine at Saugus. 



A precious brother having slain, 
In time of peace, an Indian, 

The mighty j'^ottipotimoj 
Sent to our elders an enTor, 
Complaining sorely of the breach 
Of league, held forth by brother Patch. 

For which he craved the saints to render 
Into his hands, or hang the offender. 
Bat they, maturely bavins weighed, 
They had no more but him of the trade — 
A man that served them in a double 
Capacitv, to preach and cobble — 
ResolvM to spare him ; yet to do 
The Indian Hogan Mogan too 
Impartial Justice, in his stead did 
Hang an qM weaver that was bed-rid. 

1 Of John Billington, and the circumstances of this case, it is remarkabre, 
that no mention is made in Morton^s New England Memorial, thoogh written 
*' with special reference to the first colony thereof, caUed Plimouth.'^ Mor- 
ton, the slanderer, alludes to the murder in a trifling manner. Something 
may be learned of it from Hubbard, 101, and Prince, II. 2, 3, extracting 
from Gov. Bradford^ Register, a work unhappily lost. Hutchinson has 
perhaps digested all that can be known, in his Appendix, II. 413, in which be 
relates, that, on a doubt of their authority to inflict capital punishment, 
Winthrop^s advice was sought and followed. 

Billington had come over in the first ship, and was soon distinguished among 
that sober people ; for we find. Prince, I. 103, he was guilty of the/rW offtnee 
in the colony, being in March, 1621, ^^ convented before the whole compa- 
ny for his contempt of the oaptain^s lawful command with opprobrious 
speeches ; for which he is adjudged to have his neck and heels tied toother .^^ 
The family were four in number. John, his son, in the summer following, was 
iSre days lost in the woods, and preserved by the Indians. His son Francis 
bad in January before discovered the lake, that from him has the name of 
IXillington Sea. Gov. Bradford, writing to Cusbman, June, 1625, says 
of the father, '^Billington still rails against you, and threatens to arrest you, 
1 Lviow not wherefore ; he is a knave, and so will live and die.^^ 1 Hist. 
Coli\ HI. 37. This is much nearer to prophecy than many sayings which have 
been 00 regarded* 

S PrWice, II. 3, who had not then acquired so perfect a knowledge of the 
author^r chirography, as his late experiense furnished, in transcrimng this 
passage, j^ve Aei«#e#, instead of Aajf. 

t The pcif ma^ heexeuied for fniatppropriaiing th^ name of a #ac^eff& 
in firginia. 
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A COW died at Plimoutb, and a goat at ^Boston, with eatings 
Indian corn. 

October SS.I Mr. Rosstter, one of the assistants, died. 

95.]. Mr. ^Colbarn (who was chosen deacon by the 
congregation a week before) was invested by imposition of 
bands of the minister and elder. 

The govemour, upon consideration of the inconveniences 
which had grown in Enfland hy drinking one to another, re* 
strained it at his own table, and wished others to do the like, 
so as it grew, by little and little, to disuse.' 

29.] The Handmaid arrived at Plimouth, having been 
twelve weeks at sea, and spent all her masts, and of twenty- 
eight cows she lost ten. She had about sixty passengers, who 
came all well ; John Grant, master. 

Mr. Goffe wrote to me, that his shipping this year had utterly 
undone him.' 

*She brought out twenty-eight heifers, but brought but se- 
venteen alive.** 

1 Thb is the first notice, in Ihii work, of the name of the town, which had 
heen pven by the court of asftistants, 7 September preoedinr, with those 
of Dorchester and Watertown. We may be confident, therefore, that the 
settlement had made good progress, though Gor^s postpones it to the next 
s[friDg. 

s WiOiam Colbum was a gentleman of great influence in Boston, and 
representatiye of the town in 1 635, 6 and 7. The name is spelt with seven or 
eight Ttriations, and his own signature, in a deed now before me, is Colbron, 
thoi^h the scriyener began, I, William Colebome. He was long a ruling 
elder, after ceasing to be deacon, and died 1 August, 1662. His will is 
in our Probate office, lib. 1. 400. 

3 In the MS. volume of this work last found, I discovered a loose paper, con« 
taining reasons for a law against this custom, written, probably, by Winthrop, 
which appears sufficiently interesting, to inquirers into the customs of oor 
lathers, to justify its insertion. 

^^ (l.S Such a law as tends to the suppressing of a vain custom ^quatenus it 
•o Mh) is a wholesome law. This law doth so,— ergo. The nunor is prov 
-d thos: 1. Every empty and inefliectual representation of serious thinn is 
( vray of vanity. But this custom is such : for it is intended to hold forth 
ove and wishes of health, which are serious things^ bv drinking, which, neith- 
er in the nature nor use, it is able to effect ; for it is looked at as a mere com- 
pliment, and is not taken as an argument of love, which ought to be unfeign- 
ed,— ergo. 2. To employ the creature out of its natural use, without warrant 
of authority, necessity or conveniency, is a way of vanity. But this custom 
doth so— ergo. 

^ (2.) Such a law as frees a man from freonent and needless temptations 
to dissemble love, &c. (quatenus it so dou) is a wholesome law. But 
this doth so — ergo.^^ ^ 

On such arguments a law was passed, as may be seen, 10 mo. 1639, whose 
obligation is almost universally rejected, and probably unknown to more 
than reject it. 

4 This If earily rendered oontisteiit with loss of ten by supposing, that it 
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Ntveoibvr 11.} The Htaster came to. Boston mik Gapt. 
^Standish and two gentlemen passengers, who came to plant 
herey bat harhig no teslunony, we would not receirc tnem. 

to.} [blank] Firmm of WatertowB had hb wigwam burnt. 

Divers bad their baj-stacks burnt bj burning the grass* 

27.] Three of the govemour's senrants were from this day 
to tbe 1 of December abroad in his ski£P among the isbnds, in 
Vkter froet and snow^ being kept from home by the N. W.. 
wind, and without Tictuals^ At length they gat to Mount 
^WoUaston, and left their boat there, and came home by land^ 
LauB Deo. 

December 6»] Th<> gov^emour and most of tba assistants, 
and others, met at Roxbury, and there aereed to build a town 
fortified upon the neck between that and Boston, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to consid^ of all things requisite, tec. 

14.1 The committee met at Rozbury, and upon further 
consideration, fior reasons, it was concluded, that we coutd not 
have a town in the place aforesaid : 1. Because men would be 
forced to keep two f a m il i es* S. There was no runnine water ; 
and if tbere were any springs, they woulc] not suffice the town. 
3.. The most part of the people had built abready, and would 
not be able to build agaixu So we agreed to meet at Water- 
town that day sen^night, and in the mean time other placos. 
should be viewed. 

Capt. ^Neal and three other gentlemen came hither to us* 

became necessary to kill one for food, as the unosnal length qf the pas- 
sage would induce them. I do not think the goyemoor erased this sentence. 

^ Miles Standiih is treated by Dr. Belknap, in his American Biography^ 
with, such fsTieity, that it cannot be necessary (or toe to protract this note 
any further than to advise the reader, who desires more knowledge of him, to 
obtain Judge Davis^s edition of Morton. 



9' For sMMt ftoconnt of the fink settlement in this place, whioH ift tbe^ 
north-eastovn pfomonter^ of Q^noy, (bfOKiiy of Brainfree, see note our 
pag» 34. 

3 Walter Neal, whose name will oeour seTecal times in the early parts oC 
this History^ had,^ in September preceding, as appears firom the letter oC 
Thomas Eyre, in BelknapVN. H. L Appundix ii. promised, to discover th^ 
lakes, in whidi the chief purpose of his employers probebly was to secure s^ 
monopoly of the beaver trade. The vessel, as is before mentioned in the 
teaU, p. 7, had been fitted out ijn Maccb^ perhaps wiiK Neal oa board, to join^ 
as was thought, the fleet, which bcought Winthrop and his companions ; but 
from her not joining, they feared she had been captured by the Dunkirkers. 
M the seheme of the adventurers would require secrecy and despatch, per- 
haps the report of their intention to ioin our fleet was only a pretence* Sh^ 
arrived late in May ; for the letter of Evre acknowledges ^^ a good account 
of your times spent from the first of June.^* Neal left New England in 
Aeg«st^ Uf^ M upfmn intfais woriEmdartidef li^^ikaQdviii.of the Ap- 
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fie came in tlie baiic WcMrwick tMs stttumet to l^ateac&qtii^ 
iMBt as gover&our tbeire for Sir F^rdinahdo Gorges and others^ 

^•] We met again at Watertown, and ifaere, open view of 
a place a mile beneadi the town, all agreed it a 6t ptiaee for 4 
^foitifiedH towi^ and we took tkn^ lo consider further about iti 

34.] Till this time there waft (for the most part) fair, ope^ 
weather^ with gentle frOG^ in the night ; but this day the Wind 
came N. W. very strong, and some snow withal, but so told as 
tome had their fingers frozen, abd in danger to oe lost. Tbre^ 
laf the ^Temoui^s servanCS) coming in a shallop fi^m Mistjck, 
were driven by the wind upom ^Noddle's Islakia, and forced td 
iMay there afi that night, without fire or food ; yet^ through 
CSod's mercy, they came safe to Bostoti next dav^ but the &i- 
gera of two of them were blistered with cold, ana one swooned 
when he came to die fire. 

£6.] The rivers were frozen up, and they of Charlton could 
sot come to the sermon at Boston till the afternoon at high 
water. 

Many of ow cows and goats were forced to be still H^abrbadfl 
far WMit of houses. 

38.] Richard Barrett, a shoemaker of Boston^ and one of 
the congregation thetie, with oiie of his daughteHB, a young 
said, and fonr others, went towards Plimoutn in a shallops 
against the advice of his friends ; and about the Gurnett's Nose 

]|be«iitifv]| nsaboaHg 



IpeadK abore-BientioDed ; aad nothiag more is knewn of him, b«t the for- 
foj of his name to a deed, as a witness, a little more than a year before 
ue probable date of his first aktival. 

1 Dr. Holmes, in his History of Cambridge, 1 Hist. Coll. Vli.6, an^ Ameri- 
cin Annals, I. 26^ note 1, was led ihto erroUr by the former editioh of this 
WeriL ^ A fit place for a htamtiful town^* it o^ertaikily was ; but bur fathers, 
at that time, were chiefiy eofiottons for the ^ecuriiff of their dwellings. This 
note, however, is made, not so much to correct the mistake, as to express 
my bkh sense of the i^ne of that writer^s labours. His accuracy is won- 
tefuj^ preserred tiitongh two large ToKimes, surpassing that of aU other 
aatlion en American history, except Prince, the inteiruplion of whole wmk 
k a misfortune that can never be compensated, because we can never re- 
trieve the loss of his materials. 

S Prince, II. t9, giving the names of several admitted, in May fbUow^ 
iig, freemen of the colony, «mong whom is William Noddle, adds in a 
atSe, *^ Perhaps Noddle^s Island might derive its name from him.*' ' 

3 The word is printed thus by me, although the rovemour's MS. rather 
looks like Garrard, because that was the true name of the sufferer. Prince 
imkes the same conrecfion, taking the story from our author. Hubbard, 
138, has it Gam; but the origS/ud MS. of that author, who borrowed 
whdOy firom Whuthrop, was, perhi^, more faithful in its representation. In 
the FvBt Church Records, 1 find Garrett's name, as a member, No. 55, and he 
was, imdoiibtedly, one •f the passtngers in the fleet of 1630. 
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the wind overblew so much &t N* W. fts they were forced to 
come to a ||killock|| at twenty fathom, but their boat drave and 
shaked out the H'stoneJ and they were put to sea, and thie boat 
took in much water, which did freeze so hard as they could 
not free her ; so they gave themselves for lost, and, commending 
themselves to God, they disposed themselves to die ; but one of 
their company espying^ land near Cape Cod, they made shift 
to hoist up part of their sail, and, by God's special providence, 
were carried through the rocks to the shore, where some gat 
on land, but some had their le^ frozen into the ice, so as they 
were forced to be cut out. Being come on shore they kindled 
a fire, but, having no hatchet, they coukl get little wood, and 
were forced to ue in the open air all nighty being extremely 
cold. In the morning two of their company weni towards 
Plimouth, (supposing it had been within seven or eight milea^ 
whereas it was near fifty miles from them*) By the way they 
met with two Indian squaws, who, coming bome^ told their hufr> 
bands that they had met two Englishmen. They thinking (as it 
was) that they had been shipwrecked, made after them, and 
brought them back to their wigwam, and entertained them 
kinder; and one of them went with them the neit day to 
PliflMuth, and the other went to find out their boat and the 
rest of their company, which were seven milea oS^ and having 
found them, he holp them what he could, and returned to 
his wigwam, and fetched a hatchet, and built them a wigwam 
and covered it, and gat them wood (for they were so weak 
and frozen, as they could not stir ;) and Garrett died about two 
days after his landing ; and the ground being so frozen as they 
could not dig his crave, the Indian hewed a hole about half 
a yard deep, with his hatchet, and having laid the corpse in 
it, he laid over it a great heap of wood to keep it from the 
wolves. By this time the govemour of Plimouth had sent 
three men to them with provisions, who being come, and not 
able to launch their boat, (which with the strong N. W.^ wind was 
driven up to the high water mark,) the Indian returned to Pli- 
mouth and fetched three more ; but before they came, they had 
launched their boat, and with a fair southerly wind were gotten 
to Plimouth, where another of their company died, his flesh be- 
ing mortified with the frost ; and the two who went towards Pli- 
mouth died also, one of them being not able to get thither, and 
the other had his feet so frozen as he died of it after. The girl 
escaped best, and one ^Harwood, a godly man of the congrega- 

IhiUockll ||9item|| 

1 Harwood wai one of the earliest brethren of the church, being No. 27. 
From the Colonj Records, I. 8^ it maj be learned, that our court of as- 
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tion of Boston, lay long under the surgeon^s bands ; and it was 
above six weeks before thej could get we boat from Plimoutb ; 
and in tbeir return they were much distressed ; yet their boat 
was very well manned, the want whereof before was the cause 
of their loss. 

January.] A house at Dorchester was burnt down. 

February 11.] Mr. ^Freeman's house at Watertown was t'^^ 
burned down, but, being in the day time, his goods were saved. 

5.] The ship Lyon, Mr. William Peirce master, arrived 
at Nantasket. She brought Mr. ^Williams, (a godly ||minis- 



BistantB, 16 August following, ordered, '^that the executors of Richard 
ISairett shall pay unto Henry Harwood the sum of twenty nobles, accord- 
ing to the proportion that the goods of the said Richard Garrett shall 
amount unto/' This looks little like satisfaction of a debt, legally con- 
ndered, and must, I think, be a provision, out of the estate of the dead, 
for the danger and suffering, into which the living man had been led by 
him. As such it may be considered an imitation of oriental jurisprudence. 

1 Samuel Freeman, I am told, came from Devonshire, and was one of the 
chief planters at Watertown. His name is in the list of persons denring to 
be made freemen. Prince, II. 4 ; but the record of his admission I find not 
till seven or eight years after. Tradition in the family informs of his return 
home. His elder son, Henry, it is said, died in 1672, on the paternal es- 
tate, and that branch of the family ceased with his grandchildren. Ed- 
mund Freeman, one of the earliest settlers at Sandwich, assistant of Pli- 
mootli colony in 1640 and following years, and John Freeman, one of the 
lathers of Eastham, assistant in that colony in 1660 and following years, are 
by tradition reported to have been brothers of this Watertown gentleman ; 
but it is not known whether it were a son or grandson Edmund, who in 1646 
married Rebecca, daughter of Gov. Prence, who had previously married hia 
widowed mother. Part of the govemour^s estate at Eastham is still enjoy- 
ed by descendants of the Freeman race. This name is extremely common 
io the county of Barnstable, and has sent out its branches to other parts 
wideJy. My friend, the Rev. Dr. James Freeman, of this city, is great, 
great, great grandson of the first Samuel. Watertown Records show, ^^ Sam- 
uel, the son of Samuel and Apphia Freeman, born 11 (3,) 1638.^' 

s The biography of Roger Williams deserves much more attention than 
it has ever received, but would lead me too far from my present under- 
taking, even were not the attempt to do full justice to his merit above 
my ability. In our common books he is said to have studied at the Uni^ 
versity of Oxford, and his life proves he had there learned more than in 
that day was commonly taught. Had Belknap lived to enlarge the num- 
ber of volumes of his American Biography, his assiduity and judgment 
would have raised this pilgrim, whose name for some generations was op- 
pressed with calumny, to a rank inferiour, non longo intervallo, only to the 
two Wintbrops, Bradford and Penn. For the effect that bigotry and folly 
produced in Massachusetts, we refer to Hubbard, 208, who transcribed his 
facts from Morton, and to Mather, too long the chief authority in our ec- 
clesiastical afiairs, though justice was done nearly ninety years since by 
the reverend historian of Rhode Island. From the utter condemnation that 
most of our theologians of the first and second generation denounced against 
him, for vindicating the liberty of worshipping God according to the light 
•f conscience, WilHams was partially preserved by an inconsistency, to 

6 TOL. I, 
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ter^ll*) with his wife, Mr. ^hrogmorton, [blank] Perkins, [blank] 

IJ^ngJI' and others, with their wives and children, about twenty 

Imanl IPAugreJ 
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which he was led in the latter yean of bis life hj aversion to the Qua- 
kers ; and this temporarj ohange to intolerance gained him the title of 
*' child of ligfat,^^ which the blameless poliojf and Yirtue of a long admi- 
nistration in the flourishing plantation of Providence had not deserved. The 
amiable historian of Salem, and the author of New England Biographical 
Dictionanr, were, in our times, the first to conler due honour on his cha* 
racter. The examination protf^kid bj the former does little injor^r to any 
bat the writer of Remarks m 1 Hist. Coll. VII. introd. Deficiency m all for* 
mer accounts of this great, tarliut assertor of religious freedom, will, w« 
may hope, soon be supplied by a gentleman, whose eleeance and perspicai* 
ij of style are already known. Several quires of original letters of Wil- 
bams have been seen by me, transcribed by or for the Kev. Mr. Greenwood 
of this city ; and other materials are abundant. He lived to a good old 
age, and deserves peculiar honour from vhtuous politicians for his conduct 
to the Indians, and from men of science for his researches into their lan» 
guage. In Benedicts General History of the Baptists, I. 473, it is said, 
that he received a liberal education under the patronage of the great Sir Ed- 
ward Coke. The authority for thu is the records of Williams^s own church 
at Providence. I have examined that volume, and regret to say, that it 
was compiled within six^ years, probably by Gov. Hopkins. He is there 
said to have studied the law with the same oracle, but perhaps it was rather 
under his advice. The traditions in this case may be worth more than such 
traditions usually ^re. Williams certainly displays a knowledge of general 
principles of equity and jurisprudence beyond man^ practitioners of the 
science in that time, after afl allowances for his rigid rejection of many 
harmless points, which will be disclosed in this History. 



1 In the original MS. this word has been tampered with, perhaps bj 
some zealot ; yet it appears clearly enough to be Winthrop^s usual abbrevia- 
tion for that which is restored in the text, and Prince read it as I do. 



9 John Throgmorton, from a note in Hutchmson, I. 371, \i appears, was 
thought, by the fiery Hugh Peter, worthy of the same persecution that drove 
Williams to Providence. The original letter is preserved by our Historical 
Society. From Callander we lean, that he followed his spiritual guide, and 
by him he is mentioned in a letter of 1638, 3 Hist. Coll. 1. 173. The name 
is perpetuated at Salem, as the Rev. Dr. Bentley informed me, by Throg- 
morton^s Cove. 

3 This word has perplexed me mnefa. It was certainly given wrong in the 
former edition, for the first letter is a capital O. Presuming that the others 
were n, y, e, and that the govemour wrote the word as frequenUy pronounc- 
ed, I once inserted Olney, with much confidence in the substitution, as by 
Salem church Thomas Olney was esGommunicated, Hutchinson, I. 371, for 
uniting in the errours with Williams. But it is actually written Chige, a 
name so unusual, that it was not adopted before 1 found, by Watertown 
Records, Frances Ong, widow, buried 12 (9,) 1638, and in our County Register, 
1643, a mortgage to the children of the deceased, and in 1646 a deed froift 
Simon Onge of that town. 

Of Perkins, I am less able to speak with oertaintjr, because the name is 
very common, but conclude he was not the man designed in an order of 
our assistants, 3 April, 1632. *^ that no person whatsoever shall shoot at fowl 
upon PuUen Point or Noddle^s Island, but that the said places shall be pre- 
served for John Perkins to take fowl with neti,^' Mait, Rec. I. 86 ; for he ie* 
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pMsengefs, and nboQt two hundred teiia of goods* She set 
sail Arom Bristol, December 1. She had a yery tempestuous 
Passage, yet, through God's mercy, all her people came safe, 
except *Wav his son, who fell from the spritsail yard in a 
tempnest, and could not be recovered, though he kept in sight 
near a quarter of an hour* Her goods abo came all m gMd 
condition. 

8.] The goyemour went aboard the Lyon, riding by Long 
Island. 

d.] The Lyon came to an anchor before Boston, where she 
irode very well, notwithstanding the great drift of ice. 

10.] The frost brake up; and after that, though we had 
many ||snows|| and sharp frost, yet they continued not, neither 
were the waters frozen up as before. It hath been observed, 
ever since this bay was ^planted by Englishmen, viz. seven 
years, that at this day the frost hath broken up every yeai^. 

Iftormsl 

the Mine, whose sentence for drunkenness is eiven by Hntcbinson J[. 385. 
But the ipentleman mentioned in the text, probably, sat down, with Williams 
ind his other fellow passengers, at Salem ; to confirm which opinion, the reve- 
rend historian of that town assured me, that, from the earliest time, the name 
of Perkins has been found in possession of estates in that part of Salem since 
become Topsfield. 

1 Way was, probiJ>ly, of Dorchester, M, I presume, the name a|^in oc- 
cnrring, 26 July next, refers to the same person, who was one of the principal 
iMii IB that town* 

s This planting in Boston harbour deserves and wiD reward Inquiry. In 
the antumn of 162S Weymouth, under the aboriginal name of Wessaguscus, 
Weasacuscnssett, Wessagussett, Wichaguscussett, or Wessagusquassett, had 
been planted by a small colony from England, sent by Thomas Weston ; but 
the settlement was broken i^ the following year, ^e Winslow^s Relation, 
1 Hist. Coll. VIII. 348—271. A company under Capt. Robert Gorges, (son 
of Sir F.) together with the Rey. William Morell, reoccupied the same spot in 
a few months after. They, in November, 1623, lost all their goods and pro- 
visions at Plimouth by a fire, occasioned by the carelessness of the sailors 
•elebrathig. 1 presume, the anniversary of the gunpowder plot with less 
discretion than loyaKy. fVom this and other misfortunes, the design was nexf 
year relfaiquished* Seo Bradford, in Prince, I. 141^144. Morefi continued 
above a year in the country, and wrote a poetical, but not very particular ac- 
eount of the land and its productions, reprinted in English and Latin, 1 Hist. 
GoU. 1. 125, Perhaps some stragglers remained on the so9. In 1626 Moimt 
Wonaston was occupied by the captain of that name. Thb was in Quincy. 
Here was that disorderly band, amoi^ whom Morton, of whom see page 34, 
exhibited his talent for mischief. This settlement, I believe, was permanent, 
though the high authority of Oov. Dudley's Narrative, 1 Hist. ColL VIII. 37, 
iiakes it vanish ; and, ^permanent, must be considered the oldest of Massa- 
ehttsetts colony, unless Weymouth shoidd assert a claim of vitality through 
Hs stale of suspended animation. Hubbard, 107, informs us, that, the same 
year, Nantasket was planted by Lyford, Oldham and Conant, persons discon- 
tented with the unseasonable r^^r of their brethren of PJimouth. Not long, 
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The poorer sort of people (who lay long in tents, &c.) were 
much afflicted with the scurvy, and many died, especially at 

however, did they remain there ; at least Ljford and Conant went to Cape 
Ann, where some gentlemen of Dorchester, in Old England, attempted to 
establish a fishing station ; but Conant soon removed thence to Salem, where 
Endecott, in 1628, found him. Hutchinson, I. 15, makes this last removal of 
Conant to be in the autumn of 1626, and adds, ^^ I find mention made of planters 
at Winisiinet about the same time, who probably removed there from some of 
the other plantations.^^ * From Hubbard, 106, we learn, that David Thomson, 
a Scotchman, who had^een sent over in 1623 by Gorges, Mason and their 
associates, and had sat down at Piscataqna, ^^ removed down into Massachu* 
setts Bay within a vear afler.^^ But I doubt, that Hubbard, who is not usually 
precise, except when he copies, has antedated this emigration of Thomson ; 
for Gov. Bradford, in Prince, L 161. mentions his abiding at Piscataqna in 
1626. The business, however, in which he united, in the summer of that year, 
with the Plimouth colonists, seems to have been connected with an intention 
of seeking better quarters, which he found in an island of our harbour that 
ftta ever since borne his name. This island, with the neck of land (Squantum) 
on the neighbouring continent, Hubbard, from the Colony Records, says, 
^^ was confirmed to him and his heirs by the court of Massachusetts.^* 

Of the exact time when Maverick first pitched his tent on Noddle^s Island, 
or Thomas Walford at Charlestown, or William Blackstone at Boston, we 
shall, probably, remain forever uninformed. Walford was found in possession 
by the Spragues. who went from Salem soon after arriving there in 1628. 
That Blackstone had occupied our peninsula several years, and with no slight 
advantage, we may presume from the expenses assessed on the several plan* 
tations, from Plimouth northward, for the campaign against Morton at Merry 
Mount, in 1628 ; his proportion, though the least, being more than one third 
of that to be paid by the settlers at Salem, before the coming of Endecott, 
With him, too, was probably included the Winisimet people, if there were 
any, and Walford and Maverick, if they had dwellings. The apportionment of 
the charges, from Bradford, in 1 Hist. CoU. III. 63, is interesting : 

Plimouth £2.10 Natascot £1.10 

Naumkeak. 1.10 Thomson 0.15 

* Pascataquack 2.10 Blackston 0.12 

Jeffrey and Burslem 2.00 Edward Hilton 1.00 



Total £12.7 

It is not in my power to determine the residence of Jeffery and Bnrslem, Wt^M:*?'^ 
hut conjecture would fix it either at Cape Ann, or, more probablv, Weymouth, p, ? 
from the latter town a Mr. Bursley being found a deputy so early as 1636. -- 

Blackstone removed a few vears after Winthrop^s arrival, and seated him* 
^self abouflMrty-five miles' to the southward, near the place which the famous 
Roger WiUiams soon rendered illustrious by the name of Providence, where a 
river, which flows into the harbour of that city, still bears the name of this 
pilgrim. See a memoir in 2 Hist. Coll. X. 170, which gives the time of his 
death 26 May, 1675, and contains all that the assiduous antiquary of Plimouth 
could rescue from the shades of forgetfulness. I am able to addbnly, that by ^ 

our Colony Records he took the freeman^s oath 18 May, 1631, being the first ^ -^ 
admission, and that in our Town Records it appears he ^^ was married to Sarah 
Stephenson, widow, 4 July, 1659, by John Endecott, govemour.'^ He well 
improved his new estate, and the apples on his farm were lon^ in high repute* 
2 Hist. Con. IX. 174. 
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Boston and ^Cbarlestown ; but when this ship came and 
Ijbroueht store|| of juice of lemons, many recovered speedily. 
It hatn been always observed here, that such as fell into dis- 
content, and lingered after their former conditions in England, 
fell into the scurvy and died. 

18.] Capt. ^Welden, a hopeful young gentleman, and' an 
experienced soldier, died at Charlestown of a consumption, and 
was buried at Boston with a military funeral. 

Of the old planters, and such as came the year before, there 

nbroQght U8 good storesH 

Aq approximation to the time of Blackstone^s coming to Boston is easilj 
obtained. Lechford, who wrote in 1641, thus speaks of him : ^^ One Mr. 
Blackstone, a minister, went from Boston, having lived there nine or ten 
jea.n^ because he would not join with the church ; he lives near Mr, Williams, 
out is far from his opinions.^' Now, to ascertain when he withdrew from this ^ 
spot first planted bj him, is all that remains, and we may find reason, 1 be« 
Iteve, to reckon it the spring of 1635. That he was unjustly driven away, ia 
tn opinion not to be entertained for ft moment. As all the right of soil, 
which the government at home could give, was by the charter given to our 
govemour and company, we shall be convinced of the equity in their treat- 
ment, by reading their Records, 1. 97. At a court, 1 April, 1633, ^^ It is agreed, 
that Mr. Wm. Blackstone shall have fifty acres of ground set out for him near to 
his house in Boston to enjoy forever.^^ All this right he sold next year to the 
other inhabitants, of whom none, now recollected, had so large a portion. 
See the depositions of Odlin, Walker, Hudson and Letherland about this 
purchase, SHist Coll. IV. 202. This evidence, taken after the tyrannical 
proceedings in chancery in 1683, against our charter, showed that all titles 
were in danger on our side of the ocean, states the price agreed to be six 
shillings for every householder in town, still reserving six acres for the grantor. 
The Town Records of that day, on the second surviving page, confirm the 
evidence : ^' 10 November, 1634, at a general meeting upon publick notice, it 
was agreed that Edmund Ouincy, Samuel Wilbore, William Balstone, Edward 
Hutchinson the elder, and William Cheeseborough the constable, shall make 
and assess all these rates, viz. a rate for JC30 to Mr. Blackstone, a rate for 
cow^s keeping, &c. &c.^' This sum was, undoubtedly, the consideration for 
bb sale, and, taking from the depositions the proportion for each, would show 
the number of householders one hundred. I desire the reader to correct an 
errour in Shawns Description of Boston, 308, where he has Blackstone^ in- 
stead of Balstone, one of a committee in this month to divide the lands among 
the inhabitants. Blackstone probably removed the following spring. If so, 
and he had resided here as long as Lechford, who visited him at his new 
plantation, reports, he arrived at Boston in 1635 or 1626. 

1 Tlui » the first instance of thus spelling the name. 

s By Dudley, 1 Hist. Coll. VIII. 46, the loss of this |^ntieman is lament- 
ed in these terms : ^' Amongst others, who died about this time, was Mr. Ro- 
bert Welden, who, in the time of his sickness, we had chosen to be captain of 
one hundred foot, but before he took possession of his place, he died, the 
sixteenth of February, and was buried as a soldier, with three vollies of shot.** 
Oar MS. is very plain in its date, and the discrepancy may be reconciled b^ 
refeiring it to the funeral honours, though Prince, II. 20, was not of this 
•fmiion. No. 91 of the members of Boston church is, ^^ Eliiabeth Welden, 
gone to Watertown,** perhaps the widow of the captain. 
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were but two, (and those servftnis,) wfaicb had the scurvr in all 
the countrj. At Piimoutb not any bad it, Utio not|| of those^ 
who came this year, whereof there were above sixty. Where* 
as, at their first planting |pthere,|) near the half of their people 
died of It. 

A shallop of Mr. HSlover^s was cast away upon the rocks 
jibont Nahant, but the men were saved. ^ ^ 

.' Of those which went back in the ships this'^summer, fi>r fear ^ 
1^ \ of death or famine, &c. many died by tbe way and after they 
^ were landed, and others fell very sick and low, &c. 

The Ambrose, whereof Capt. Lowe was master, bein£ new 
masted at Charlton, spent all her masts near Newfoundland, 
and had perished, if Mr. Peirce, in the Lyon, who was her 
consort, had not towed her home to Bristol. Of the other 
^hips which returned, three, viz. the Charles, the Success, 
and the Whale, were set upon by Dunkirkers, near Plimouth 
in England, and after long fight, having lost many men, and 
beine much torn, (especially the Charles,) they gat into PIh ) 
moutn. — ■' 

The provision, which came to us this year, came at exces-» 
sive rates, in regard of the dearness of corn in England, so ^ 
every bushel of wheat meal stood us in fourteen shillings, 
peas eleven shillings, &c. Tonnage was at £6.11.' 

||nor outl ' ||3time|| 

I John Glover was one of the chief men of Dorchester, and many time» a 
deputy in the reneral court, from which station his services raised him to be 
an assistant. Johnson, lib. I. chap. xlv. caUs him ^^ a man strong for the 
truth, a plain, sincere, godly man, and of good abilities.^* 

S A strange misapprehension by Hubbard, 140, who postpones to the follow-, 
in^ spring the vojraee of these ships returning in the autumn, after bringing ta 
this country the colony, with the relation of which our History begins, arose 
solely from his failing to observe, that the report of their d^asters was brou^^t 
hither by the Lyon, which, after towing one of them, the Ambrose, home, had 
left England, 1 December. His mist^e would have been impossible, had 
he, as Prince, II. 19, combined the more perspicuous narrative of Dudley-,^ 
on this subject, with that of Winthrop. 

3 We find this last sentence in the margin of the original MS, The extremitr 
of want here, before the arrival of the Lyon, may be judged of from the antici- 
pations announced by V^inthrop in his letters* See Appendix. Mather 
says, probably from traditioti, that the govemour ^ was distributing the lait 
handful of meal in the barrel nnto a poor man distressed by the wolf at the 
door ;'^ and the language of Capt. Clap, one of the tniTerers, Prince II. tO, isi 
much more satisfactory, becauie les8 figuratiTe, Having been furnished with, 
an original letter of the venerable John Rovers, of Dedham in Old England, 
father of tur Natfianiel, addressed, probably, hi November, 1630, to Joha 
Winthrop, jun. at Bristol, ** or, in his abienee, to Mr. Pelham of Buers,^^ oi^ 
this fortitm evil, I think it worth ineertiMi : 
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7 v-^ 

: 93.] We held a day of thanksffiving for this sbip^s arrival, 
by order from the . govemour aad council, directed to aU th^ 
prancations. 

^ Good Mr. Winthrop,^ hope jon have mj letters with certain moneys 
tiiat I sent to yon to intreat yon, of all love, to provide some litUe matter of 
Witter and meal for snch as i named, wherein I earnestly entreat your loving 
^thfblness and care to procure it and direct it to them, to Jeffery Ruggles, 
late of Sudbury, he is the chief. But thu day I have received so lamentoble 
f^^ a letter from one John Page, late of Dedham, that hath his wife and two chil- 
dren there, and he certifies me, that unless God stir up some friends to send 
him some provision^ he is like to starve. Now I pity the man much, and havcf 
tent yon twenty shfllingi, entreating rou, for God*s sake, to provide such a 
barrel of meal as this money wiU reach unto, and direct it over to John Page 
with tfab my letter enclosed. In which I pray God move your heart to be 
▼ery careral, for it stands upon their lives ; and it cuts me to the heart to 
bear that any of our neighbours should be like to fambb. If we could possi- 
bly help to prevent it, 1 should be glad. So, ceasing to trouble you farther, 
I commend you and the weighty business yon are about to the blessing of 
Almighty God, who speed it happily. 

^ I sent a letter to your father, which was directed to Mr. Harwood. I be- 
lee^ you be a help to the safe sending of it. 

Your worship^s in the Lord, 

JOHN ROGERS. 

^ Qood Bfr. Pefiiam, — ^If, in Mr. Winthrop^s absence, this letter should come 
to your handy I beseech you, good Sir, that you would be so good as fulfil the 
OQBteats of it. I shall be much thankful unto you.*^ 



The Cbarlestown Records mention, that a fast had been appointed for the 
next day after this ship^s coming, but Uiis happy arrival caused the govem- 
mmA to order a thanksgiving* 

I have tbe original bill of Capt. Peirce for the govemour^s stoi^, as foUows : 

Pfvuiom to he fiuufe at Brittol for the worehipful John WitUhrop^ 

Govemour, j% . . 

j&. #.a. 

Wheat meal, 34 hhds. cont^g 8 bushels per hhd. at 8#. fid. per bush.. 1 15. 2.0 

Peas, 15 hhds. cont^g 7 bushels, at 6«. per bushel 32. 2.0 

Oatmeal, 4 hhds. cont^g 32 bushels, at 10#. per bushel 16. 0.0 

Beef and pork, 4 hhds 24. 0.0 

Cheese, 15 cwt. at 30«. per cwt. cask and all 22.10.0 

Butter, 5 kinderkins, at 38# 9.10.0 

Suet, 6 firkins 8. 0.0 

Seed barley, 14 bushels 2.16.0 

Seed rye, 1 hhd....; 1.10.0 

Oakum, 1 cwt. 0.12.0 

For 20 (unknown) of cask, at 14* 7. 0.0 

For hafing, craneing and lightering, at 2#. 8d.. 2.13.4 

For one half freight ..40. 0.0 

280.11.4 

More paid ont to the apothecary for provision, for the cask. 6. 6.4 

Paid oat for Samuel Sampson for his passage 3. 0.0 

Paid him more for to bring him up to London 1.10.0 

Paid more for him for physick and diet, at Bristol 2.10.0 

Pftid fiDc 300 treef«..«.M m ...6. 0.0 

299.17.8 
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March ]6.] About noon the chimney of Mr. ^Sharp^s 
house in Boston took ^fire, (the splinters being not clayed at 
the top,) and taking the thatch burnt it down, and the wind be* 
ing N. W. drove the fire to Mr. Colburn^s house, being [blank] 
rods off, and burnt that down also, yet they saved most of their 
goods. 

23.] 'Chickatabot came with his sannops and squaws, and 
presented the governour with a ||hogshead|| of Indian corn. 

||ba8hel|| 

1 Thomas Sharp, Eiq. was an assistant chosen in England, and probably 
a passenger in the fleet with Winthrop ; for he was present at the first court 
here, and the last in England on board the Arbella. He is the sixth member 
of Boston church. We conclude, that he made no preparations for rebuilding 
his house ; for in a fortniglit after this disaster he left America, and no ac- 
count of his return is known. Nor was this the onlj misfortune that might in- 
duce him to go home : the death of his daughter, perhaps, had before fixed 
his resolution, if she deserved to be valued above, or even equally, with the 
wives of Johnson, Phillips, Coddington and Pyncbon, as by Dudley, 1 Hist. 
Coll. Vlll. 44 : ^' Upon the third of January died the daughter of Mr. Sharp> 
a godly virgin, making a comfortable end, after a long sickness. The planta- 
tion here received not the like loss of any woman, since we came hither, and 
therefore she well deserves to be remembered in this place.^^ 

Another Sharp, Samuel, perhaps brother of Thomas, had been, in England, 
chosen an assistant, but was superseded before embarking, because the com- 
pany then designed to consider themselves a corporation m London. They, 
however, desired Endecott to regard him as united in the commission with 
others, for his advisers. He accompanied Skelton in the George Bonadven- 
ture, and while on his passage, the deed of the Indian sachems to Wheel- 
wright and others of the lower part of New Hampshire, to which his name aA 
a witness is forged, purports to be executed. His friends, I presume, were 
restrained from choosing him an assistant again by that scruple, of the pro- 
priety of uniting in the same person the offices of ruling elder and magistrate, 
which compelled Nowell to forego the least honourable service. Elder Sharp 
died in 1658, as the historian of Salem writes, 1 Hist. Coll. VI. ^43. 

9 Gov. Dudley's account of this fire, 1 Hist. Coll. VIII. 46, seems worth 
transcribing, with the judicious comment : ^^ The like accident of fire also 
befel Mr. Sharp and Mr. Colburn, upon the seventeenth of this March ; both 
whose houses (which were as good and as well furnished as the most in the 
plantation) were in two hours space burned to the ground, together with much 
of their household stufiT, apparel and other things ; as also some goods of 
others, who sojourned with them in their houses ; God so pleasing to exer- 
cise us with corrections of this kind, as he hath done with others. For the 
prevention whereof in our new town, intended this summer to be builded, we 
have ordered, that no man there shall build his chimney with loood, nor cover 
his house with thatch, which was readily assented unto; for that divers 
other houses have been burned since our arrival.^' 

3 This sachem lived near the Neponset River, probably on the eastern 
pide, as there Wood, in his map, 1634, places his wigwam, but his power, no 
doubt, reached several miles around. Dudley, who calls him Chickatattiot, 
says, he oppressed Weston's plantation, and mtended to destroy it. Notic* 
of his death will be found November, 1633. His son, Josiah, grandson, Jere- 
my, and great grandson, Charles Josiah, succeeded in the humble sovereign- 
ty. See the excellent History of Dorchester, 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 160, 161. 
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After they had all dined, and had each a small cup of sack 
and beer, and the men tobacco, he sent away all his men and 
women, (though the governour would have stayed them, in re- 
gard of the ram and thunder.^ Himself and one squaw and one 
sannop stayed all ni^ht, and, being in English clothes, the 
governour set him at his own table, where he behaved himself 
as soberly, &c. as an Englishman. The next day after dinner 
he returned ||bome,|| the governour giving him cheese and peas 
and a mue and some other small things. 

26.] Uohn Sacamore and James his brother, with divers 
sannops, came to the governour to desire his letter for recovery 
of twenty beaver skins, which one Watts in England had /orccd 
him of. The governour entertained them kmdiy, and gave 
him his letter with directions to Mr. ^Downing in England, &c. 

The night before, alarm was given in divers of the planta- 
tions. It arose through the shooting off some pieces at Water- 
town, by occasion of a calf, which |pSir Richard Saltonstall|[ 
had lost ; and the soldiers were sent out with their pieces to 
Iptryll the wilderness from thence till they might find it. 

29.] Sir Richard Saltonstall and his two daughters, and one 
of his younger sons, (his two eldest sons remained still in the 
country,) came down to Boston, and stayed that night at the 
governour^ and the next morning, by seven of the clock, ac- 
companied with Mr. Peirce and others in two shallops, they 
departed to go to the ship riding at Salem. The governour 

nhereH ||9blank|| ||3flearch|| 

i In asflignrag the residence of these Indians to the neighbourhood of 
WatertowD, or between the Charles and Mistick Rivers, I rely on my slight 
information of them. A few days before, this sagamore with one of his sub- 
jects bad made complaint of the burning of two of their wigwams, of which an 
account u given by Dudley ; but Prince, 11. 21, from the Colony Records, en- 
larges the information by the circumstance, that Sir R. Saltonstall was order- 
ed to make satisfaction, which he did by seven yards of cloth, because the 
Bischief had been occasioned by one of his servants. 

9 Downin(|^, whose Christian name was Emanuel, was of the Inner Temple, 
and related to Winthrop by marriage of his sister. Before coming over, he 
sent three of his children. In our Church Records, under November, 1633, 1 
find, ^^ Mary Downing, kinswoman tb our brother John Winthrop, gover- 
nour,^^ admitted. No. 182. From several letters brought by her, 1 am satisfi- 
ed, she was the da ughter of this gentleman. He lived several years, in great 
esteem, at Salem, which he often represented in the general court, and wa« 
father of the celebrated Sir Oeorgo Downing, ambassadour both of CromweU 
and Charles II. in Holland, of whom mention will be found in the second 
volume of this History. A daughter of Emanuel was the second wife of the 
venerable Gov. Bradstreet, as Hutchinson, I. 23, saysj but as the first died 
so late as 16 September, 1672, 1 presume the second gave no increase to 
the govemoar^B family. 

7 VOL. I. 
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SVC them three ||dpakes1|^ at their netting sail, the wind being 
. W. a stiff gale and full sea. Mr. Sharp went away at the 
same time in another shallop. 

About ten of the clock, Mr. ^Coddington and Mr. Wilson, 
and divers of the congregation, met at the govemour's, and 
there Mr. Wilson, praying and exhorting the congregation to 
love, &c. commended to them the exercise of ^propnecy in 
his absence, and designed those whom he thought most fit for 
it, viz. the governour, Mr. *DudIey, and Mr. Nowell the elder. 

||duck8|| 

* ' ■ ■ III 

1 To mention, that discbai^s of artillerj are intended by this phrase, 
would be unnecessary, had not the erroneous reading of the former edition 
permitted a careless reader to suppose, that birds were given for food on the 
Toyage. 

S William Coddington, whose name is sometimes spelt Cottington, proba- 
bly from the sound resembling that of Lord Cottington, then of the priv^ 
council, was a gentleman of great estate and influence in Boston, where, it is 
said by Callender, he built the first brick house. He was one of the earliest 
assistants, treasurer of the colony for some time, and is always mentioned 
with great esteem by our author, until the unhappy separation caused by the 
antinomian controversy. His name as a niember of our church is not earlier 
than No/ 92, and that of his wife, who died in the first season, is not found. 
On his return from England, in 1633, be brought another wife, Mary, who it 
among our church members No. 158. Besides what may be learned of him 
from these pages, the Biographical Dictionaries of EUiot and Allen, and still 
more the candid century discourse of the modest historian of Rhode Island, 
dedicated to his grandson, give ample attestation to the talents and integrity 
of Coddington, who was the father of that colony, and many years its 
governour. 

3 After Wilson^s departure, only the churches of Salem, Dorchester and 
Watertown were supplied with pastors. Since Dorchester had two ministers, 
Warham and Maverick, it may appear strange, that one of them was not 
spared for a season to the principal congregation in the colony, including the 
dwellers at Boston, Charlestown and Newtown ; but perhaps their duties were 
80 diverse, as pastor and teacher, that each was considered as necessary as ei- 
ther. The people of Roxbury had now, indeed, united themselves to Dorches- 
ter, as their church records show, Prince, II. 64, though in November before, we 
may be sure, from their assessment, Prince, II. 6, they had been part of Wilson^s 
charge. This '^ exercise of prophecy, ^^ or office of preaching, was well en- 
trusted, however, to the three eldest magistrates, though the instructions of 
Dudley and Nowell were probably rendered less serviceable by their severe 
tempers than the mild wisdom of Winth(op. 

4 Of Thomas Dudley, little information should be expected in the narrow 
limits of this note. Much may be learned from Mather, though his raise- ^' 
rable intermeddling in politicks, 1 Hist. Coll. 137, made the govemour^s son, ^« 
probably, distrustful of his authority, and therefore the Magnolia contains 
this curious passage : ^* I had prepared and intended a more particular ac- 
count of this genUeman ; but not having any opportunity to commit it unto 
the perusal of any descended from him, (unto whom 1 am told it will be un- 
acceptable for me to publish any thing of this kind, by them not perused,) 

I have laid it aside, and summed all up in this more general account.*^ 



t ^ ^- - V ^^^ 
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Then he desired the governour to commend himself and the rest 
to God by prayer ; which being done, they accompanied him to 
the boat, and so they went over to Charlestown to go by ^land 

Being the first deputy governour in the colony, many years goyernour, 
and, when he filled neither of these offices, one of the assistants, his his- 
tory mutt be embodied in that of his country ; and the diligence of Eliot 
has gleaned almost all that the Records omitted. A hardness in publick, 
and rigidity in private life, are too observable in his character, and even 
an eagerness for pecuniary gain, which might not have been expected in 
a soJdier and a statesman. Gov. Belcher wrote an epitaph for him : 

Here lies Thomas Dudley, that trusty old stud, 
A bargain's a bargain, and must be made good. 

Dudley lost, in 1643, the wife he brought oyer, two of whose children 
are known, Samuel and Ann ; but he married again the next year, and 
the celebrated Gov. Joseph was child of the second wife. Samuel married 
Mary, daughter of Gov. Winthrop, in 1633, I presume, as our First Church 
Records verify the baptisms of their children, Thomas, 9 March, 1634; 
John, 28 June, 1635 ; Samuel, 2 August, 1639. Why these children wer« 
baptized here, when the father was not a church member, though the mother 
was, must be referred to a liberality of practice much controverted in af- 
ter times, and even to the present day. He was sometime at Salisbury, 
and deputy from that town 1641, settled at Exeter in 1650, where he was 
a preacher, and b called a person of good capacity and learning. Belknap's 
riew Hampshire, 1. 48, in note. 

His daughter, Ann, married, at sixteen years of age, to Bradstreet, before 
our colonists left England, bore him eight children. She is the most distin- 
guished of the early matrons of our land by her literary powers, of which 
proof is given in a volume of poems, the second edition of which, printed at 
Boston, 1678, by John Foster, in a very respectable 12mo of 255 pages, is 
now before me. It does credit to her education, and is a real curiosity, 
though no reader, free from partiality of friendship, might coincide in the 
commendation of the funeral elogy by John Norton : 

Could Maro^s muse but hear her lively strain. 
He would condemn his works to fire again. 

Her breast was a brave palace, a broad 4treet^ 
Where all heroick ample thoughts did meet, 
Where nature such a tenement had ta^en, 
That other souls, to hers, dwelt in a lane. 

The grandson, Thomas, was graduated at Harvard College in 1661, four- 
teen years before his unole Joseph, and died in 1655. His will comes but a 
few pages a/ter that of his grandfather in our first volume of Records. Of so 
distinguished descendants as the sons of the second governour, Paul, chief jus- 
tice of the province, and William, speaker of the representatives, it cannot be 
necessary to speak. Eliot has done better than any one dse will ever 
attempt. 

1 That is, to Salem. Dudley ^s letter went by this ship, in which wer« 
embarked Coddington and Wilson, as well as Sharp and Saltonstall with 
three of his children. The two first returned soon; the others came no 
more. So many persons of distinction went in this vessel, that the court's 
order, of 1 March preceding, for the transportation of some unquiet spirits, I 
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to the ship* This ship set sail from Salem April 1, and ar- 
rived at London (all safe) April 39.^ 

April.] The beginning of this month we had very much 
rain and warm weather* It is a general rule, that when the 
wind blows twelve hours in anj part of the east, it brings rain 
or snow in great abundance. 

4.] Wahginnacut, a sagamore upon tlie River Quonehtacut, 
whicn lies west of Naragancet, came to the govemour at Boston, 
with John Sagamore, and Jack Straw, (an Indian, who had lived 
in Endand and haa served Sir Walter Raleigh^ and was now 
turned Indian again,) and divers of their sannops, and brought 
a letter to the govemour from Mr. Endecott to this effect : That 
the said Wahginnacut was very desirous to have some English* 
men to come plant in his country, and offered to find them 
corn, and give them yearly eighty skins of beaver, and that 
the country was very fruitful, i&c. and wished that there might 
be two men sent with him to see the country. The govemour 
entertained them at dinner, but would send none with him« 
He discovered after, that the said sagamore is a very treach- 
erous man, and at war with the Pekoath (a far greater saga« 
more.) His country is ||not above|| five days' journey from us 
by land. 

12.] At a court holden at Boston, (upon information to the 
govemour, that they of Salem had ^called Mr. Williams to the 
office of a teacher,) a letter was written from the court to Mr» 
Endecott to this effect : That whereas Mr. Williams had refus- 

||at abootjl 

iinagine, could not be tboroochlj executed. Mr. Aleworth, Mr. Weaver, 
Mr. Plastow, Mr. Shuter, Cobbet, Wormewood, Sir Chr. Gardiner and Mr. 
Wright, ^^ or so many of them as the ship can carry ,^^ were ordered to be 
tent to England *•*• as persons unmeet to inhabit here.^^ The knight, who 
caused so much uneasiness, and Plastow, are afterwards named in the Records 
as present, though Hutchinson hastily gave Gardiner passage in this ship. 

1 This sentence is by the govemour given in the margin. 

9 In opposition to this extraordinair interference, as we should now 
think it, of the civil power in election of a church officer, Bentlev informs us, 
the congregation of Salem received him, on this same day, as teacher. He suc- 
ceeded Higginson, the time of whose death is mistaken by that author, 1 Hist. 
Coll. VI. 244. Certainly it was not 15 March, 1630, unless Dudley, 1 Hist. 
•Coll. VIII. 40, Hubbard, 1^0, and the Memorialist of Plimoath, are in a strange 
errour. Hubbard^s precise date, 6 August, is probable, as it differs little, if at 
all, from Dudley, and is consistent with Morton. See mention of his death 
in a letter of our author, 9 September, 1630, in Appendix. At what time the 
violence of opposition, by such as had no real interest in the transaction, ' 
caused Williams to separate from his affectionate people, does not clearly ap- 
pear ? but in this History it will appear, that he was driven out of the juris- 
diction, and h^d found refuge at Plunoutb, before 25 October, 163:2. 
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ed to join with the ||congregation|| at Boston, because they 
would not make a publick declaration of their repentance for 
having communion with the churches of England, while they 
Iplivedll there ; and, besides, had declared his opinion, that the 
magistrate might not punish the breach of the Sabbath, nor any 
other offence, |pas it|| was a breach of the first ^table ; therefore, 
they marvelled they would choose him without advising with 
the council ; and withal desiring him, that they would forbear 
to proceed till they had conferred about it.^ 

13.] Chickatabot came to the governour, and desired to 
bay some English clothes for himself. The governour told 
him, that English sagamores did not use to truck; but he called 
his tailor and gave him order to make him a suit of clothes ; 

ycharchesll ||ataiTied|| ||^that|| 

1 An, who are inclined to separate that connexion of secular concerns 
with the duties of religion, to which most governments, in all countries, have 
been too much disposed, will think this opinion of Roger Williams redounds 
to bis praise. The laws of the first table, or the four commandments of the 
decalogue first in order, should be rather impressed by early education than 
by penal enactments of the legislature ; and the experience of Rhode Island 
and other states of our Union is perhaps favoiyable to the sentiment of this 
earliest American reformer. By a restoration of the true reading in the text, 
tbe sentiment is made more distinct. Too much regulation was the errour of 
our fathers, who were perpetually arguing from analogies in the Levitical 
iBstitotions, and encumbering themselves with the yoke of Jewish customs. 

9 From file Records of tbe Colony, I. 71, I introduce another sentence of 
thb court : ^^ Thomas Walford of Charlton is fined XlO, and is enjoined, he and 
his wife, to depart out of the limits of this patent before tbe 20th day of Octo- 
ber next, under pain of confiscation of his goods, for his contempt of authority 
and confronting officers, &c.^^ This severity must be regretted ; for he was the 
first Eogllshman at that place, being by the Spragues (who went thither, in 
1628, from Endecott^s company at Salem) found there a smilh ; but it is not 
told for whom he was labouring. Prince, 1. 175, from the Records of the town. 
Walford was, however, a valuable man at Piscataqua, being one of two trus- 
tees or wardens for the church property. Conf. Hubbard, 220, and 1 Hist. 
Coll. X. 64. In a record of the court, only a month later than that in the text, 
I observe, that, being fined £2, ^^ he paid it b^ killing a woW^ But our rulers 
distrusted bim ; for, 3 September, 1633, ^^ it is onlered, that the goods of 
Thomas Walford shall be sequestered and remain in the hands of Ancient 
Geniiison, to satisfy the debts he owes in the bay to several persons.^^ John 
Walford, probably a son of this person, was by the king named, in 1692, one of 
the council to Gov. Allen. Belknap^s N. H. 1. 193. One Jane Walford, per- 
haps the wife of Thomas, was, in 1656, persecuted by her neighbours as a 
witch, and, ten or twelve years later, recovered damages against one forcallmg 
her by that odious name. 

At the same court, in an action of battery by Thomas Dexter against Ende- 
cott, a jury was empanneled, and their names are given, whose verdict was 
£10 daroares. For an account of this strange affair, see the very curious let* 
ter of the defendant, Hutchinson^s Coll. 52, in which the*meek*ruler of Salem 
permits himself to say, ^Mf it were lawful to try it at blows, and he a fit man 
ibr mc to deal with, you should not hear me complain.^^ 
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whereupon he gave the govemour two lai^ skins of coat 
beaver, and, after he and his men had dined, they departed, 
and said he would come again three dajs after for his suiu 

14«] *We began a court of guard upon the neck between 
Roxbury and Boston, whereupon should be always resident 
an officer and six men.* 

An order was made §last court,§ that no man should dis* 
charge a piece after sunset, except by occasion of alarm. 

15.] Chickatabot came to the govemour again, and he put 
him into a very good new suit from head to foot, and after he 
set meat before them ; but he would not eat till the govemour 
had given thanks, and after meat he desired him to do the like, 
and so departed. 

21. J The house of John *Page of Watertown wad bumt by 
carrymg a few coals from one house to another : a coal fell by 
the way and kindled in the leaves. 

One *A!r. Gardiner, (calling himself* Sir Chrbtopher *Gar- 



1 John Page is among the first freemen, admitted at the general court 
of all the company neit month, when the number was 1 18, not 1 10, as John- 
ion, lib. I. c. 17, has it. He fell into another errour, in mistaking the dtnre 
to become freemen, expressed at the court in October preceding, for the 
'•'^ •dmiition. From Prince, II. 29, who makes only 116 take the oath of free- 
men, the reason of my differing is, that I count, in the origina] Record of the 
Colony, two more names, tiz. Robert Coles and Thomas Dexter, which indeed 
were afterwards erased, but it is evident that they could not have been insert- 
ed by the secretanr, unless justly entitled to the place. Besides, there is the 
old enumeration of the three columns of names, 44, 40 and 34, to make up 
my reckoning. We know, that Dexter was disfranchised some years after, 
and Coles probably was. 

Of Page, I know only what is given in the fine letter of Rogers on p. 47 ; 
that he was of Dedham in Old England, and had, on coming over, a wife and 
two children ; and, from the Colony Records, that, at the first general court, in 
October, 1690, held at Boston, he was made constable of Watertown ; and, 
from the Watertown Records of Births, ^^ Daniel, the son of John and Phebe 
Page, bom 10 August, 1634." 

fi 1 apprehend, that the original cause of dislike to Sir Chr. Gardiner by 
our colonists, or of his enmity to the company, must be forever left to uncer- 
tain conjecture. He arrived, probably, in 1630, but at which plantation, or 
in what vessel, our early writers leave us uninformed. ^^ Some miscarriages, 
for which -he should have answered," is the doubtful phrase, in which Morton i 
assigns the reason of his fligfht from Massachusetts ; and Hubbard, 149 — 153, 
who does some service by correcting the chronology of the Plimouth historian, 
has enlarged his slender narrative only by an humble sarcasm. The accusa- 
tion mentioned in the text should have been supported by a warrant from 
England to arrest the culprit ; but as no such legal cause of imprisonment is 
noted, and he seems to have escaped, on returning to England, any sus- 
picion or even inquiry, we may safely conclude, that Gardiner^s disafiTection 
to the worship of our churches first rendered him obnoxious to the charge of 
popery, for which the evidence afterwards appeared sufficient. The letter of 
Winthrop to Bradford, 5 May, the day after the prisoner's arrival, preserved 
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i]iner, kDight of the golden ||inelice,||) being accused to have two 
wives in England, was sent for; but he had intelligence, and es* 
caped, and travelled up and down among the Indians about a 
tpmonth ;|| but, by means of the eovernour of Plimouth, he was 
taken §by the lndians§ about ^Namasket, and brought to Pli* 
mouth, and from thence he was brought, by Capt* ^Underbill 

^^(L and his Lieut« ^Dudley, May 4, to Boston. 

16.] There was an alarm given to all our towns in the night, 

'^'^^ by occasion of a piece which was shot off, (but where could 
not be known,) and the Indians having sent us word the day 
before, that the Mohawks were coming down against them 
and us* 

^17.] A general court at Boston* The former governour was 
chosen again, and all the freemen of the commons were sworn 
to thb government. At noon, ^heeseborough's house was 
burnt down, ail the people being present. 

Ilblaokg ll^weekjl 

t^ ID Prince, II. 37, was composed in a temper, the mildness of which scarcely 
V ' '" comports with the writer^s belief of the misconduct imputed to the knight by 
tite later historian. 

1 This name belonged to part of the tract, now included in Middle- 
borough ; but the lines of Indian geography were probably not very precise, or 
are forgotten. 

9 Of John Underbill, his errours, fanaticism and hypocrisy, sufficient no- 
tice win be found in subsequent^pages, and in most of the early histories of 
oor country ; but all, I think, derived from this work. He was early a 
laember of our Boston church, being No. 67, and one of the first depu* 
ties in the Mneral court. After removal from Massachusetts to Piscata- 
qaa, where he staid not long, he was living in good repute at New Haven 
colony, as is proved by his election as a representative from Stamford in 
1643, Trumbull, I. 124, and by Gov. Welles^s letter, eleven years later, in 
Hutcbinson^s Coll. 253. In 1655 he dwelt on Long Island, as appears in 
Has. I. 341. 

3 This is thoi^t to be that son of Gov. Dudley^ who married Winthrop^s 
daughter, mentioned in note on page 51. He died, probably, at Exeter, 
in 1683. New Hamp. Hist. Coll. II. 236. Mather does not rank him with 
the ministers. 

4 Prince, IL 28, remarks the errour of this date. The court was held 

on 18tb. IT -^(,1 , JH 

5 William Cheeseborough, or Cheesbrough, was one of the earliest mem- 
bers of Boston church, and in 1634 chosen constable of the town. He 
moved soon after to Mount Wollaston, where he lived several years, and 
had a considerable estate. His character is known, by being one of the 
two appointed for Boston, to unite with committees from other towns in 
advising the governour and council about raising a publick stock, as here- 
after mentioned in this History, May, 1632. That measure, as Prince sup- 
posed, was, undoubtedly, the natural introduction of a house of represen* 
tatives. In October, 1640, he was deputy for Braintree, and is, I presume, 
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S7.] There came from Virginia into Salem a pinnace of 
eighteen tons, laden with corn and tobacco* She was bound to 
the north, and put in there bj foul weather* She sold her corn 
at ten shillings the bushel. 

June 14.] At a court, John Sagamore and Chickatabot 
being told at last court of some injuries that their men did 
to our cattle, and giving consent to make satisfaction, &c« 
now one of their men was complained of for shooting a pt^, 
&c, for which Chickatabot was ordered to pay a small skm 
of beaver, which he presently paid. 

At thb court one Philip ^Ratcliff, a servant of Mr. Cradock, 
being convict, ore tenus, of most foul, scandalous invectives 
against our churches and government, was censured to be 
whipped, lose his ears, ana be banished the plantation, which 
was presently executed. 

25.] There came a shallop from Pascataqua, which brought 
news of a small English ship come thither with provisions and 
some Frenchmen to make salt. By this boat^ Capt. Neal, 



the same person, whom Trumbull, I. 234, makes first planter of Stonin^n, 
coming thither from Rehoboth in 1649. He had some trouble in Connec- 
ticut t^out title to his lands, but soon preTailed ; and among the principal 
people, enumerated soon after by the same author, are William, Elisha and 
Samuel Cheeseborough, the two latter being, probablj, his sons. 1 find, 
however, William, witness to a deed of land m or near Rehoboth, so late 
as 1658 ; jet the distance in those days was thought so little of, that we 
may suppose he was on a short visit to old neighbours. Descendants are 
found in Connecticut. 

1 A foreign hand has inserted in the text the Christian name of the cul* 
prit ; but as it is true, we should not complain' of the interpolation. In 
our Colonial Records, vol. I. 86, is found the sentence, as in the sover- 
nour^s text, with an addition of some importance — a fine of j£40. The of- 
fence is there stated, with a little more precision, ^^ for uttering malicious 
and scandalous speeches against the govemmeqt, and the church of Salem^ 
ftc. as appeareth by a particular thereof proved upon oath.*^ No trace of 
this evidence is known, and the &c. must go unexplained, though the 
proof would be quite curious, if we may trust the brother libeller, Morton, 
who represents Ratcliff, by the name of *' Mr. Innocence Faircloth, by Mr. 
Mathias Charterparty sent over,^^ as an injured man, whose chief onence 
was, asking payment of his debts in his sickness. The New English 
Canaan aggravates the cruelty of the judgment by the additional circum- 
stances of boring and slitting his tongue, branding his face, and whipping 
in every plantation; but the adversary felt a tnomentary emotion of can- 
dour, when he wrote, that Su: Chr. Gardiner^s interference with Gov. Win* 
throp prevented the execution of part of it. 

Still I am compelled to regret the cruelty of the punishment, and am not 
surprised at the dissatisfaction it produced m England. A letter in my pot- 
session to iJ. Winthrop, jun. from his relative, Edward Howes, London, 
3 April, 1632, says, *^ I have heard divers complaints against the severity of 
your government, especially Mr. Endecott^s, and that he shall be sent for 
over, about cutting ofi" the lanatick man^s ears, and other grievances.^' 
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governour of Pasc&taqua^ sent a packet of lettei*s to the gover- 
Dour, directed to Sir Christopher Gardiner, which when the 
governour had opened, he found it came from Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, (who claims a great part of the Bay of Massachusetts.) 
In the packet was one letter to Thomas Morton, (sent prisoner 
before into England upon the lord chief justice's warrant :) 
by both which letters it appeared, that he had some secret de- 
sign to recover his pretenaed right, and that he reposed much 
trust in Sir Christopher Gardiner. 

These letters we opened, because they were directed to one^ 
who was our prisoner, and had declared himself an ill wilier to 
our government*^ 
^•" 27.] There came to the governour Capt. ^Southcot of 
Dorchester, and brought letters out of the White Angel, (which 
was lately arrived at Sauco.) She brought [blank] cows, goats 
and hogs, and many provisions, for the bay and for Plimouth. 
Mr. Allerton returned in this ship^ and by him we heard, that 
the Friendship, which put out from Barnstable [blank] weeks 
before the Angel, was forced home again by extremity of foul 
weather, and so had given over her voyage. This ship, tRc 
Angel, set sail from [blank.] 

July 4.] The governour built a bark at ^Mistick, which was 
launched this day, and called the Blessing of the Bay. 

1 The task of justifying this breach of C0Dfidehce4 ip opening the letters 
of Gorges, forwarded by bis agent, might, to many politicians^ appear easy ; 
but 1 shall merely remark, that a little dislike of the proceeding is by the 
goTemour indicated, by giving this paragraph only in the margin^ and, proba- 
bly, at a later date. Perhaps, as in the case of RatclifT, some other of the 
councU is chargeable with the influence that moved the court. 

S Southcot was one of the principal planters of Dorchester^ 1 Hist* Coll. IX.^ 
150 ; but this is all the information obtained of him, except, from Capt. Clap, 
we mav infer, that the ^^ worthy gentleman, Mr. William Southcot, about three 
miles from the city of Exeter,^^ with whom he first went to live, is the same 
person. Prince, II. 32, from the Colonv Records, shows^ that, at a court, 26 
July following, ^^ Captain Southcot bath liberty to go for England, promising 
to return with all convenient speed.^^ Thomas southcot was one of the 
original patentees of Massachusetts, but he probably never came over. *'. H ^ ^ ' 

3 I imagine this was the author^s residence, during the summer, for the first 
two or three years, and that Boston then became his constant home ; though, 
from the disagreement between him and Dtidley, related hereafter under date 
of 3 August, 1632, it seems, that he wad prevented from sitting down at New- 
town only by the affection boi^ne by the people of Boston towards him. The 
court of assistants, 6 September, 1631, as by the Records, I. 82, is 
shown, ** granted to Mr. Governour 'six hundred acres of land, to be set forth 
by metes and bounds, near his house at Mistick, to enjoy to him and his heirs 
forever.'' He called this farm Ten Hills — a name it has retained ever since. 
It is in the town of Charlestown, nearly opposite the entrance of Maiden 
River into the Mistick^ where they form a broad bay. 

« VOL. I. 
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6.] A small ship of sixty tons arrived at Natascott, Mr. 
Graves master. She brought ten passengers from London. 
They came with a patent to Sagadahock, but, not liking the 
place, they came hither. Their ship drew ten feet, and went 
up to Watertown, but she ran on ground twice by the wajr. 
These were the company called the Husbandmen, and their 
ship called the Plough. Most of them proved famjlists and 
vanished away.^ 

13.] Canonicus' son, the great sachem of Naraganset, came 
to the governour's house with John Sagamore. After they 
had dined, he cave the govemour a skin, and the governour re- 
quited him with a fair pewter pot, which he took very thank- 
fully, and stayed all night. 

14.] The ship called the Friendship, of Barnstable, arrived 
at Boston, after she had been at sea eleven weeks, and beaten 
back again by foul weather. She set sail from Barnstable 
again about the midst of May. She landed here eight heifers, 
and one calf, and five sheep. 

21.] The governour and deputy, and Mr. Nowell, the elder 
of the congregation at Boston, went to Watertown to confer 
with Mr. Phillips, the pastor, and Mr. *Brown, the elder of the 
congregation tnere, about an ^opinion, which they had pub- 

1 This last sentence was, as might be supposed bj the reader, and as the 
original proves, added after the lapse of some time* Gentlemen, who re- 
mained in England, I suppose, had fitted out the expedition ; for, it appears by 
the Colony Records, I. 89, that, 5 June, 1632, the court *^ ordered, that the 
goods of the companj of Husbandmen shall be inventoried bj the beadle, and 
preserved here for the use and benefit of the said company .^^ 

3 Richard Brown is among those, who first applied for admission as free- 
men, and, by an order, 5 November, 1633, in Colony Records, I. 105, 1 find, 
is ^^ allowed by the court to keep a ferry over Charles River against his 
house, and is to have two pence for every single person he so transports, and 
one penny a piece, if there be two or more.^* He seems to have been a per* 
son of consequence, and was the representative of Watertown in the first, 
second, fourth, ninth, and many following courts of deputies. But no informa- 
tion of him, more than our author^s, is obtained, except in Hubbard^ 187, who, 
after saving ^^ he was discharged from his office,^^ which certamly was a 
good thmg, though meant as no honour, because it permitted him to come into 
civil service, adds, ^^ He was a man of good understanding, and well versed 
in the discipline of the separation, having been a ruler in one of their 
churches in London, where he was known to be very violent and passion- 
ate in his proceedings.^^ Still he commends him for ^^ his faithfulness and 
care of Dr. Ames and Mr. Robert Parker, safelv conveying them (being 
himself one that kept a wherry) aboard their vessel at Gravesend, when they 
were pursued by some that would willingly have shortened their journey .^^ 

3 Of this opinion, more will be found in future pages. To rigid Puri- 
tans it seemed, no doubt, very strange ; for only the high church party 
entertained it ; and all the unintelligibTe wonders of the Apocalypse were 
usually employed to prove the bishop of Rome to be Antichrist. 
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lished^ that the churches of Rome were true churches. The 
matter was debated before many of both congregations, and, 
by the approbation of all the assembly, except three, was con- 
cluded an errour. 

32.] The White Angel came into the bay. She landed 
here twenty-one heifers. 

26.] A small bark of Salem, of about twelve tons, coming 
towards the bay, John ^Eiston and two of Mr. Qradock's fish- 
ermen being in her, and two tons of %tone, and three ||hogs- 
headsjl of train oil, was overset in a gust, and, being buoyed up 
by the oil, she floated up and down ||fSrty-eight hours, and the 
three men sitting upon her, till Henry Way his|| boat, coming by, 
espied them and saved them. 

39.] The Friendship set sail for the Christopher Islands, 
and ran on ground behind |pConant^s|p Island. 

30.] The White Angel fell down for Plimouth, but, the 
wind not serving, she came to an anchor by Long Island, and 
ran on ground a week after, near Gurnett's Nose. 

Mr. Ludlow, in digging the foundation of his house at Dor- 
chester, found two pieces of French iponey : one was coined 
in 1596. They were in several places, and above a foot within 
the firm ground.^ 

August 8.] The Tarentines, to the number of one hundred, 
came in three canoes, and in the night assaulted the wigwam 
of the sagamore of Agawam, by Merimack, and slew seven men, 
and wounded John Sagamore, and James, and some others, 

ybarrelsll ||9tiU then, when a|| ||3C 1| 

1 Of this man I know nothing. Prince reckons him one of Cradock^s ser- 
vants* 

S I am satisfied that Prince, II. 32, is mistaken in reading this word ttoret* 

3 The island has been called Govemour's Island, probably, ever since 
it was, bj the court, in April following, demised to Gov. Winthrop ; but the 
tent reserved, being part of the produce, was several times varied. The 
property remained in the fiEunily of the father of Massachusetts, until, within a 
few years, it has been obtained by the national government for the purpose of 
fortification. 

4 Perhaps no reader will expect, that the occasion of these coins being 
lodged here should be satisfactorily ascertained ; yet I may be pardoned for 
offering a conjecture, that thev came from a French ship, wrecked at Cape 
Cod about fouVteen years before, whose crew were soon murdered by the 
savages, except three or four, that were ^^ kept and sent from one sachem to 
another to mdce sport with them.^^ Two were redeemed hj Dormer, about 
three years after their calamity, and one died among the Indians, having lived 
with them long enough to give them some instruction. See Morton^s Memo- 
rial, sub an. 1620 ; and Prince, I. 45, relying for his narrative on Bradford 
and Pnrohas. 
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(whereof some died after,) and rifled a wigwam where Mr. 
Cradock's men kept to catch sturgeon, took away their nets 
and biscuit, &c.^ 

[Large blank,] 

1 9.] The Plough returned to Charlestown, after she had 
been on her way to the Christopher Islands about three 
weeks, and was so broke she could not return home. 

31.] The governour's bark, called the Blessing of the Bay, 
being of thirty tons, went to sea. 

September 6.] The White Angel set sail from Marble Har- 
bour. 

About this time last year the company here set forth a pin- 
nace to the parts about Cape Cod, to trade for corn, and it 
brought here above eighty bushels. This year again the Sa- 
lem pinnace, being bound thither for corn, was, by contrary 
winds, put into Plimouth, where the governour, &c. fell out 
§with them,§ not only forbidding them to trade, but also telling 
them they would oppose them by force, even to the spending of 
their lives, &c. ; whereupon they returned, and acquainting the 
governour of Massachusetts with it, he wrote to the governour 
of Plimouth this letter, here inserted, with their answer, which 
tame about a month after.* 

The wolves did much hurt to calves s^nd swine between 
Charles River and Mistick.' 

At the last colirtj a young ^fellow was whipped for soliciting 

1 Hubbard, 145, says, tbat the Agawam sachem " was the less pitied of 
the Engli^h,^^ because they heard that he ^^ had treacherously killed some of 
those Tarratine families,'* The invaders w^re from the east. Johnson, lib. 
I. chap. XXY. in his usual prolix manner, mentions the alarm among the Eng- 
lish from this expedition, and the precautions of onr fatliers ; but it is not a 
very probable story, or at least is muob ornamented. 

The number of canoes, thirty, in the former edition, appeared to me too 
large for the forces ; and as the Arabic nnmeral in Winthrop's writing is com- 
monly followed by a :, which easily deceives a common reader, and be had 
first written tico fishing sfuUlopt^ I have determined to reject the cypher, and 
adhere to my resolution, though both Hubbard, 145, and Prince 11. 32, rend 
our M8. 30. On a later page, October 2, 1633, our author observes, that the 
Indians of Long Island have canoes ^* so great 'as one will carry eighty men.'^ 
Had the fierce natives of the eastern shore so small cr^'t for their expedition 
as to wan^ thirty to Cjarry one hundred ? 

S Since the days of the first generation of the statesmen of the two colonies, 
it may be presumed, these documents have never been seen ; for no other no- 
tice of them is known. Perhaps each side desired afterwards to destroy them. 
The jealousy of the weaker power seems, in this instance, less reasonable than 
in some succeeding. 

3 This sentence is in the margin. 

^ The name of the oflR^der is found in the first volume of our Colony 
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an Indian squaw to incontinency* Her husband and she com- 
plained of the ||wrong,|| and were present at the execution, and 
very well satisfied. 

At the same court, one Henry ^Linne was whipped and 
banished, for writing letters into England full of slander against 
our government and orders of our churches. 

17.] Mr. ^Shurd of ^Pemaquid, sent home James Saga- 
more's wife, who had been taken away at the surprise at Aga- 
wam, and writ that the Indians demanded [blank] fathom of 
wampampeague and [blank] skins for her |pransom.|| 

27.] At • a court, one Josias Plaistowe and tw0 of his ser- 
vants were censured for stealing corn from Chickatabot and 
bis men, (who were present,) the master to restore two fold, and 
to be degraded from the title of a gentleman, and fined five 
pounds, and his men to be whipped.^ 

[Blank.] 
lliDjiiryll ||3remifi8ioii|| 

Records, page 82, and, immediately after the sentence, is added by the 
court, ^^iJpon this occasion it is propounded, whether adultery, either 
with English or Indian, shall not be punished with death. Referred to the 
next court to be considered of.^^ At the next court of assistants, held 18 of 
next month, such an act was adopted, though it could not at first be en- 
forced. It certainly indicates rather the rigorous purity than the wisdom 
of our early legislators. 

1 Lynn, who was of Boston, had been sentenced, in September of the 
first year, to be whipped. Colony Records, I. 59. Dissatisfaction with this 
discipline, probably, led to his second offence, which, from the Records, I. 82, 
consisted only of writing into England ^^ against the government and execu- 
tion of justice here ;^^ but it may naturally be imagined, that his letters con- 
tained some slander of the ^^ orders of our churches,*^ tliough not included in 
the judgment against him. His banishment was certainly remitted, though 
the Records do not mention it ; for, in November, 1632, the court fined him 
^ten shi^ings, for absenting himself from training.^^ Four years later I 
find, in our tovm proceedings, an order about the ranging of his fence. 

« Abraham Shurd, or Shurt, or Short, lived many years at the eastward ; 
for Thomas Gorges, in a letter to Winthrop, Hntchinson^s Coll. 114, 28 
June, 1643, says, that he had information of the govemour^s writing to him 
by that person. From this fact, with the mention of him by our author 
in June and July, 1644, it is rendered certain, that he was a man of some 
consideration. In 1662, I have found his testimony, that he was agent of 
Aldworth and Elbridge at their establishment. He was, therefore, one of 
tbow who, under the grant of Sir F. Gorges, Haz. I. 315, had, for three jrears 
preceding, lived at this plantation, which was prosperous. Randolph, m his 
letter to Porey, Hutchinson^s Coll. 563, represents one of the name, in June, 
1688, as town clerk of P^maquid, who perhaps was a son of the earliest settler. 

3 The president (Sir F. Gorges) and council of New England, in a grant, 
29 February, 1631, to Aldworth and Elbridge, Haz. I. 315, recite, that their 
people or servants had occupied the mouth of the river three years or more, 

4 Copying exactly the sentence of the court, appears to me the best ex- 
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October 4*] The Blessing went on a voyage to the east- 
ward. 

11.] The governour, being at his farmhouse at Mistick, 
walked out after supper, and took a piece in his hand, supposing 
he might see a wolf^ (for they came daily about the house, and 
killed swine and calves, &c. ;) and, being about half a mile off, 
it grew suddenly dark, so as, in coming home, he mistook his 
path, and went till he came to a little house of Saeamore John, 
which stood empty. There he stayed, and havmg a piece of 
match in his pocKet, (for he always carried about him match 
and a compass, and in ||summer time snake-weed,||) he made a 
good fire ||^near|| the house, and lay down upon some old mats, 
which he found there, and so spent the night, sometimes walk- 
ing by the fire, sometimes sindng psalms, and sometimes getting 
wooci, but could not sleep. It was (through God's mercy) a 
Ipwarmll night ; but a little before day it began to rain, and, 
having no cloak, he made shift by a long pole to climb up into 
the house. In the morning, there came thither an Indian 
squaw, but perceiving her before she had opened the door, he 
barred her out ; yet she stayed there a great while essaying to 

fet in, and at last she went away, and he returned safe home, 
is servants having been much perplexed for him, and having 
walked about, and shot off pieces, and hallooed in the night, 
but he heard them not. 

22.] The governour received a letter from Capt. ^Wiggin 
of Pascataquack, informing him of a murder committed the third 
of this month at Richman's Isle, by an Indian saeamore, called 
Squidrayset, and his company, upon one Walter Sa^nall, called 
Great Watt, and one John P , who kept with him. They, 

(the former there spake need|| H'and warmed|| U^wearyH 



planation of this passi^^ : ^ It is ordered, that Josias Plastowe shall (for 
stealing four baskets of com from the Indians) return them eight baskets 
again, be fined £5^ and hereafter to be called by the name of Josias, and not 
Mr. as formerly he used to be ; and that William Buckland and Thomas An* 
drew shall be whipped for being accessary to the same offence.^^ We must 
conclude, therefore, that our fathers thought the whipping of the servants a 
lighter punishment than the degradation of the master. 

1 Thomas Wiggin was agent, or goTemoor, of the upper plantation, as 
Neal was of the lower. He was a woray man, without doubt ; for the Puritan 
peers, Say and Brooke, employed him as their representative, and he gave evi- 
dence in favour of our people against Gorges and Mason. In 1650, after the 
union of New Hampshire with our colony, he became one of the assistants. 
Hutch. 1. 150, and, two years later, was among the commissioners to receive 
the submission of Uie inhabitants of Maine. Probably descendants perpetu* 
ate bis name. 
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having killed them, burnt the house over them, and carried 
away their guns and what else they 4iked. He persuaded the 
govemour to send twenty men presently to take revenge ; but 
the eovernour, advising with some of the council, thought best 
to sit still awhile, partly because he heard that Capt. Neal, 
&c. were gone after them, and partly because of the season, 
(it bein^ then frost and snow,) and want of ||boats|| fit for that 
expedition. This Bagnall was sometimes servant to one in the 
bay, and these three years had dwelt alone in the said isle, 
and had gotten about £400 Upmost in goods.|| He was a wicked 
fellow, and had much wronged the Indians. 

25.] The govemour, with Capt. Underbill and others of the 
officers, went on foot to Sagus, and next day to Salem, where 
ihey were bountifully entertained by Capt. Endecott, &c. and, 
the 28th, they returned to Boston by the (|%rd|| at Sagus 
River, and so over at Mistick. 

A plentiful crop. 

30.1 The govemour, having erected a building of stone at 
Mistick, there came so violent a storm of rain, for twenty-four 
hours, from the N. E. and S. E. as (it being not finished, and 
laid with clay for want of lime) two sides of it were washed 
down to the ground ; and much harm was done to other houses 
by that storm. 

§Bfr. Pynchon^s boat, coming from Sagadahock, was cast 
away at Cape Ann, but the men and chief goods saved, and 
the boat recovered.§^ 

November 2.] The ship Lyon, William Peirce master, ar- 
rived at Natascot. There came in her the govemour's *wife, 

ybootsl ll^interest in govenunentg U^^*^^ 



1 Onr author wrote this sentence in the margin ; bat Prince understood it 
to refer to the same storm, in which the govemour^s new building had received 
inch injuiy. 

9 In the latter part of this History, 1647, notice of this lady^s death will 
be found. She was the govemour^s third wife, and the mother of all his chil- ' 
dren named in this work, except John, Henry, Mary, and Forth. In an Alma- 
nack of 1617, belonging to Adam Winthrop, Esq. father of the govemour, 
against 17th September, is this note : ^^ My son rid first to Maplested.^' At 
12 January, he remarks, *^ This day J. W. the elder, is twenty-nine years 
old;'' at 12 February, "This day J. W. the younger, is eleven years 
oM ; at 10 August, " Tl)is day I, A. W., am sixty-nine years old.'' 
He used the same little booK for a register next year ; for, in another part, I 
find it written, " that on Friday the 24th of April, 1618, my son's third wife 
came first to Groton. She was married to him the 29th day of the same 
Bonth at Great Maplested, anno 1618." Her baptismal name was Margaret, 
and her admission at our church was, probably, on the first Sunday after arxi- 
▼al, the nnmber being 111, next to John Eliot. 
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§hi8 eldest son, and his ^wife,§ and others of his children, 
and Mr. ^Eliot, a minister, and other families, being in all 
about sixty persons, who all arrived in good health, having 
been ten weeks at sea, and lost none of their company but two 
children, whereof one was the governour's daughter Ann, 
about one year and half ^old, who died about a week after 
they came to sea» 

3.] The wind being contrary, the ship stayed at Long 
Island, but the govemour's ^son came on shore, and that night 



^'"'^- 1 Her name was Martha, admitted of oar church, No. 130, her hns- 

, ^',s band being 121. She was daughter of Henr^ Painter, I presume, married 

(^v i*'^' after Gov. Winthrop came over, bore no children, and died early at Aga^ 

wam, before it obtained the name of Ipswich. In one of the J^ttera in Ap- ^"^ ''^ 
^ I . « pendix the govern our mentions his tuUr Painter, and I have a letter of (^ 
Mr. Painter to John Winthrop the jonng^er, before leaving England, on thi» 
voyage with his mother, in which the writer speaks of his titter^ whom his 
c( rrespondent was to accompany, and of his daughter Winthrop. I am the 
more particular in this statement, because the family genealogy, by some 
substitution, probably of another branch, names the two wives of John, jun. 
neither Painter nor Peter. 

3 This was the celebrated apostle of the Massachusetts Indians, whose 
fame has been too widely diilused in Europe and America to need anj 
addition from the humble pen of the editor. He joined Boston church. 
No. 1 10, and our pages will show how soon he was removed to higher useful- 
ness. Just praise is given him in 1 Hist. Coll. VIII. 5, by his amiable name- 
sake of the last generation. 

3 From the age of the daughter, thus mentioned, we conclude, thai 
her father had never seen her. The situation of his wife in the spring of the 
preceding year, (see Appendix,) was the reason, probably, why she did not 
accompany him. 

V V. « V * This distinguished gentleman, the govemoUr, for many yeats, of Connec- 
ticut, whose name will frequently recur in our History, was the heir of all his 
father^s talents, prudence and virtues, with a snperiour share of human learn- 
ing. His birth was on 12 February, 1605—6, his father having married, 16 
April preceding, being then only seventeen years and three months old, Mary, 
dauchter of John Forth, Esq. of Great Stanbridge, Essex. By that wife, as 
we learn from a letter to the eldest son, published by Mather, and which f 
consider the most valuable part of the Magnalia, our author had three sons 
and three daughters. The sons were John, Henry and Forth. Of the 
daughters, since the name of Mary alone is preserved, 1 presume the two 
others died in infancy. All the children of tliat union, except the subject of 
this note, he says, were deceased before the date of that letter, 1643. 

Belknap has honoured the son in his American Biography, though we regret 
much the brevity of the memoir. He probably relied too far upon Mather, as 
we are sure he did- in the life of the father. Mather, speaking of John, jun. 
with his customary carelessness, says, he was '^ not above twenty-three years 
of age*' when chosen assistant, in 1632. Two sons, Fitz-Jobn, bom 14 
March, 1638, and Wait-Still, bom 27 Febmary, 1641—2, and five daughters, 
survived him, and are remembered in his will in the Registry of Suffolk, lib. 
VI. fol. 156. He died in Boston, 5 April, 1676. He was a member of Boston 
church, and his wife, Martha, soon after coming. She died in a few years. 
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the governour v 
the next morning 
before Boston. 



the governour went to the ship, and lay aboard all night ; and 
the next morning, the wind coming fair, she came to an anchor 



and, the familj memoirs say, was buried at Ipswich. All his children were 
bom of the second wife, Elizabeth, the eldest, of the same name with her 
mother, 24 July, 1636. One of the wives, and, to me it seems probable, the 
second, was daaghter of the famous Hugh Peter, though two tempers more 
vniike than the father4n-]aw and the son-in-law could hardlj be found in 
such near connexion. Tet I cannot doubt the fact, though the familj me- 
moirs give a different name to either wife. In a letter of Roger Williams, 
12 Julj, 1654, soon after returning from England, to John WinUirop of Con* 
nectica^ he says, ^^ I had no letters for you, but yours were aU well. I was 
at the lodgings of Major Winthrop and Mr. Peters, but I missed them. Tour 
brother flourisheth in good esteem, and is eminent for maintaining the freedom 
of the conscience, as to matters of belief, religion and worship. Your father 
Peters preacbeth the same doctrine, though not so zealously as some years 
mice ; yet cries out against New Foiglish rigidities and persecutions, their civil 
upjuries and wrongs to himself, and their unchristian dealing with him in ex- 
communicating his distracted wife. All this he told me in his lodgings at 
Whitehall, those lodgings which I was told were Canterbury's ; but he himself 
told me thAt that library, wherein we were together, was Canterbury's, and 
given him by the parliament. His wife lives from him, not wholly, but much 
distracted. He teUs me, he had but two hundred a vear, and he allowed her 
foor score per annum of it. Surely, Sir, the most holy Lord is most wise in 
%|] the trials he exerciseth his people with. He told me, that his affliction 
from his wife stirred him up to action abroad, and when success tempted him 
to pride, the bitterness in his bosom comforts was a cooler and a bridle 
to him.'^ In letters in the Appendix, from our historian to his son, he 
speaks of my hrether Peter, and my sisUr Peter ; but this might only refer 
to Christian fellowship. But it is put beyond question by another letter of 
Williams to Winthrop of Connecticut, 6 February, 1669 — 60, giving pre- 
mature rmuour of Peter's death : ^^ Sir, you were not long since the son of 
two Dobie fathers, Mr. John Winthrop and Mr. H. Peters. It Is said, they 
are both extinguished. Surely, 1 did ever, (torn my soul, honour and love 
them, even when their judgments led them to afflict me." 
Qntz-JoEn$ who was a captain in Col. Read's regiment at the restoration, 
in 1^^, continued to reside in Connecticut, of which he was governour, by 
nine annual elections, from 1698 to his death. Thus father, son and 
grandson died in the highest^ffice, to which the affections of the peo- 
ple could exalt them. (^ait-Stili, after living in Connecticut during the life 
of bis father, with whom ire was colleague commissioner of the United Colo* 
Bies, in 1675, removed to Boston during the usurpation of the charter rights 
by Andros, to whom he and his brother, the governour, were made coun- 
sellors. Hutchinson, 1. 317. In the spirit of that oppressor, we know, he did 
not sympathize ; for, on the breaking out of the Boston revolution, he was 
made by the patriots commander of the militia. He was named of the' 
cooncO by the new charter of WUliam and Mary ; but why Increase Ma- 
ther peimitted his name of baptism, in that instrument, to be curtailed to 
Wait, I cannot divine, unless he thought the dissyllable, as one word, 
sounding Pnritanick, might be unpleasant to courtly ears. But that middle 
name was derived from intermarriage of Adam, his great grandfather, with 
the iamily of Still, and this gentleman was not designated by a perverse 
simplicity, which characterized the age. He was afterwards chief justice 
of the snperiour court of Massachusetts, and died 7 November, 1717. His 
wife was Mary, daughter of Hon. William Browne of Salem. The inven- 
9 voju X. 
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4.] The governour, his wife and ^children, went ^ on shore, 
with Mr. Peirce, in his ship's boat. The ship |ave them six or 
seven pieces. At their landing, the captains, with their compa- 
nies in arms, enlertained them with a guard, and divers vollies 
of shot, and three drakes ; and divers of the assistants and 



tory of his estate, that was divided between bis son John, of New London, 
bom in Boston 26 Augast, 1681, and bis daughter, Ann, wife of Thoma* 
Lechmere, surveyor of the customs in Boston, brother of Lord Lechmere, re- 
turned January, 1717 — 18, found in lib. XX. fol. 91, of Safiblk Registry, ap- 
praises the property over J&3000, of which the Elizabeth Islands and stock 
thereon made J&2000. In the settlement of the estate, a controversy arose, 
from the decision of which, in Connecticut, for his sister, John appealed to . ,^ 
the king in council, and obtained an ultimate decree in his favour, consistent ^^ ^ 
with the laws of England, and overruling those of the colony. See an account ^"^"^ 
in Trumbuirs Connecticut, 11. 54; but observe a strange mistake of the ^ a* 
reverend author, who makes the parties children of the last govemour of the 
family, who was their uncle. He' was chosen into the Royal Society, of ^^f*' 
which his grandfather had been; from its beginning, a valued correspon- 
dent, and remained to his death in England. Eliot^s Biographical Dictiona- 
ry contains a valuable extract of the dedication to him of the 40th volume 
x)f their Transactions. The family have preserved manv communications of 
Sir Robert Boyle, Sir Kenelm Digby, Oidenburgh, and other distinguished 
naturalists, to the first governour of Connecticut, and many of the second 
generation after, to this descendant. I have been favoured with a copy of 
the recommendation by Sir Hans Sloane and three other members, 10 Janua- 
ry, 1733, in favour of the ^grandson of the learned John \\inthrop, Esq. 
M'iio was one of the first members of this society, and who, in conjunotioa 
with otliers, did greatly contribute to the obtaining our charter, to whom the 
Royal Society, in its early days, was not only indebted for various inge- 
nious communications, but their museum still contains many testimonies of 
bis generositv,^ especially of things relating to the natural history of New 
England." ,Hejis the third of the name in Harvard College Catalogue, 1700, i»'^^ 
married a daughter of Gov. Jo. Dudley, and died 1 August, 1747. Of seven 
children, two were sons, John Still, born at New London, 15th Jannary, 1720, 
and Basil. The latter died a bachelor. One daughter married Gov. Wanton 
of Rhode Island. John Still married, 4 September, 1750, Jane, only daugh- 
ter of Francis Borland of Boston, by whom he had John, H. C., 1770, 
Jane, Francis B., Ann, William, Joseph, Mary, Thomas L., died at New 
London, 6 June, 1776. Francis B. died at New York, leaving four loni 
and three daughters. From the second of the sons, Francis B., I have derived 
mo6t of the original papeni, that illustrate the private affairs of the family, 
Ann married the late David Sears, Esq. of Boston; William is of New York ; 
.foseph of Charleston, S.C. ; and Thomas L., H. C, 1780, a distinguished gen- 
tleman of Boston. By a second wife, daughter of William Sherifi^ a British 
^officer, John Still had six children, of whom three survive, viz. Benjamin, of 
'New York, married a daughter of Peter Stuyvesant, Esq. descendant of hia 
ancestor's great antagonist ; Robert, an admiral in the British navy ; fUizabeth 
Scbor of Middletown, Conn. 

1 Besides Henry, one son, probably Adam, came with his father. The 
other children, to come with John, jun. could only have been Mary, Forth, 
Stephen, Deaue, Samuel and Ann ; but Forth, I conjecture, had died in .- 
England some few months before their embarkation, and that the letter of ^ 
Ursula Sherman, in the Appendix, relates to him; and the loss of Ana ' 
en the voya|;e haB just been told in the text. 
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most of the people, of the near plantations, came to welcome 
ihem, and brought and sent, for divers days, great store of 
provisions, as fat hogs, kids, venison, poultry, geese, partridges, 
&c., so as the like joy and manifestation of love had never 
been seen in New England. It was a great marvel, that so 
much people and such store of provisions could be gathered 
together at so few hours' warning. 

11.] We kept a day of thanksgiving at Boston. 

17/ The ^governour of Plimouth came to Boston, and 
lodged in the ship. 

23.] Mr. Peirce went down to his ship, which lay at Nan* 
tascot. Divers went home with him into England by Virginia, 
as Sir Richard Saltonstall his eldest son and others ; and they 
were six weeks in going to Virginia. 

The congregation at Watertown (whereof Mr. George Phil- 
lip was pastor) had chosen one Richard Brown for their 
elder, before named, who, persisting in his opinion of the truth 
of the Romish church, and maintaining other errours withal, 
and being a man of a very violent spirit, the court wrote a let- 
ter to the congregation, directed to the pastor and brethren, to 
advise them to take into consideration, whether Mr. Brown 
were fit to be continued their elder or not ; to which, after 
some weeks, they returned answer to this effect : That if we 
would take the pains to prove such things as were objected 
against him, they would ||endeavour|| to redress them. 

December 8.] The said congregation being much divided 
about their elder, both parties repaired to the governour for 
assistance, &c. ; whereupon he went to Watertown, with the 
deputy governour and Mr. Nowell, and the congregation being 
assembled, the governour told them, that being come to settle 
peace, &c. they might proceed in three distinct respects : 1. 
As the magistrates, (tneir assistance being desired.) 2. As 
members of a neighbouring congregation. 3. Upon the an- 
swer which we received of our letter, which did no way satisfy 
us. — But the pastor, Mr. Phillips, desired us to sit with them 
as members of a neighbouring congregation only, whereto the 
governour, &c. consented. 

Then the one side, which had first complained, were |pmoved 
to openll their grievances ; which thev did to this effect : That 
they could not communicate with their elder, being guilty of 
errours, both in judgment and conversation. After much de- 

||iindertake|| ||9noticed to exhlblt|| 

1 WiUiani Bradford, whose character it sufficient)^ illvstrated in Bel- 
knap^t American Biographj, 
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bate of these things, at length they ^ere reconciled, and agreed 
to seek God in a day of humiliation, and so to have a solemn 
||unitine;|| each party promising to reform what hath been 
amiss, Sec. ; and the pastor gave thanks to God, and the assem- 
bly brake up.^ 

January 27.] The governour, and some company with him, 
went up bv Charles River about eight miles above Watertown, 
and named the first brook, on the north side of the river, (be- 
ing a fair stream, and coming from a pond a mile from the 
river,) Beaver Brook, because the beavers had shorn down 
divers great trees there, and made divers dams across the 
brook. Thence they went to a great rock, upon which stood a 
high stone, cleft in sunder, that four men might go through, 
which (hey called Adam's Chair, because the youngest of their 
company was 'Adam Winthrop. Thence they came to ano- 
ther brook, greater than the former, which they called Masters^ 

Hwritingll .-'^' 

--..-__-__------_---_--^-_---_----__~-__----_^^^_— ___— ----_-^_— —^ ^ " 

1 The subject of this controyeny is thus introduced by the eoclesiftttical 
historian of Massachusetts in 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 21 : ^^ Very particular mention 
is made of an elder in the church at Watertown, much to his honour in 
an age. of bigotry, though censured by worthy men, who were tniluenced 
by the spirit of the age," 

3 He was probably the eldest son of the govemour^s third wife, and 
now between twelve and thirteen years of age, as 1 find his admission to the 
freemen^s oath, $ June, 1641. In the Suffolk Registry of Deeds, I. 35, is 
found an indenture, by which John Winthrop, Margaret his wife, and Adam 
their son, grant the island, called the GovernourH Island, to Henry Dunster, 
president of Harvard College, and Capt. George Cooke» to the use of said 
Adam and Elizabeth Glover, and the heirs of their two bodies, remainder to 
the said Adam and his heirs, reserving to the governour and his wife one third 
of the apples, pears, grapes and plums yearly growing. This was made on 
consideration of a marriage contracted and intended between the said Adam 
and Elizabeth, and bears date 1 February, 1641—2. He died 24 August, 
1652, and the inventory of his estate, taJcen 4 September, is enter^ in 
our Probate Records, II. 64. His son, of the same name, is the first of the 
family in the catalogue of Harvard College, 1668, was named of the council 
in the charter of William and Mary, and died August, 1700 ; and the grand- 
son, of the same name, son of Adam, second in H. C, 1684, was of the conn* 
cil, and died 2 October, 1743. Administration of his estate is in our Probate 
Records, XXXVI. 221. His son, Adam, the fourth, born 12 Aug. 1706, H. C, 
1724, married Mary, daughter of Hugh Hall, Esq. of Boston, was clerk of our 
judicial courts, died 12 December, 1744. His will is in our Probate Records, 
XXXVn. 194. John, brother of the last Adam, H. C, 1732, was a member of 
the Royal Society, and distinguished as a professor at the University. The 
Dictionaries of Eliot and Allen duly honour him. The professor had four 
sons at the University ; John, 1765, lived in Boston, a merchant; Adam, 
1767, was master of a vessel in Gov. Hancock^s employment, and in the 
Downs was knocked overboard and lost ; James, 1769, a man of much curious 
erudition ; William, 1770, the only survivor^ Of these, John alone was mairied^ 
and had issue, John, H, C, 1796, and Adam, H» €., 1800. 
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Brook, because the eldest of their company iras one John 
^Masters. Thence they came to another high pointed rock, 
having a fair ascent on the west side, which they called 
Mount Feake, from one Robert ^Feake, who had married the 
govemour's daughter-in-law. On the west side of Mount 
Feake, they went up a very high rock, from whence they 
might see all over ||Neipnett,|| and a very high hill due west, 
about forty miles oflF, and to the N. W. the high hills by Mer- 
rimack, above sixty miles off.^ > 

February 7.] The governour, Mr. Nowell, Mr. Eliot, and 
others, went over Mistick River at Medford, and §oing N. and 
by E. among the rocks about two or three miles, they came to 
a very great pond, having in the midst an island of about one 
acre, and very thick with trees of pine and l|beech ;|| and the 
pond had divers small rocks, standing up here and there in it, 
which they therefore called *Spot Pond. They went all about 
it upon the ice. From thence (towards the N. W. about half 
a mile,) they came to the top of a very high rock, beneath 
which, (towards the N.) lies a goodly plain, part open land, 
and part woody, from whence there is a fair proispect, but it 
being then close and rainv, thev could see but a small distance. 
This place they called Cheese Uock, because, when they went 

pWhipcuttll nbircbH 

1 Masters was at this time, I presume, an inhabitant of Watertown, though 
the preceding year be lived, perbaps, at Newtown, wbere he made a dock, 
paid for bj contribntion of tbe whole colony. See Prince, II. 30, 31, 60, and 
br. Holmet^s History of Cambridge, in 1 Hist. Coll. VII. 8, 10. Cambridge 
Records say, be died 21 December, 1639, and his wife five days after. His 
will, dated 19 December, 1639, is one of the earliest in our Probate Registry, 
being voL I. 11. 

9 At a court, 4 September following, be was ^' chosen into the place of 
fieutenant to Capt. Patrick,^^ and he represented Watertown in the first, 
second, tbml, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth courts of deputies ; but my in- 
formation of him reaches no farther than that, following the fortunes of Pa- 
trick, be united with him in the purchase of Greenvrioh, Conn. Trumbull, I. 
116. Tbe same gendeman is meant, where Hasacd, Ih 214, has erroneously 
given Fermer, as 1 know from the original act of the commissioners, preserved 
m tbe aivhives of the Massachusetts Historical Society. Feake^s relation to 
t^ governour would certainly have saved him from the nteunty of this 
emigration, which can only l>e ascribed to regard for his conunander, or 
friendship to the settlers of the infant c^olony. In a very accurate description 
of Waltbam, in S Hist. Coll. HI. 261, the scene of this eariy surrey, we vt 
informed, that the name of tbe mountain is perpetuated. 

3 The very high hill is Wachusett, the only elevation in Massachusetts, 
ttat yoM/dj asserts the name of mountain, though several heights claim it. 
Tbe Merrimack hills are, I think, the spurs of Monadnock, usually called 
tbe Peterborough Mountains. .,^ ^r. Pt /. '^ ^ 

f Succeeding generations hare reverenced tbe first nomination^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 JOHN WINTHRO?, [16^1. 

to eat somewhat, they had only cheese, (the governour's man 
forgetting, for haste, to put up some bread.) 

14.] The governour and some other company went to 
view the country as far as Neponsett, and returned that night. 
[Large blank.] 

17.] The governour and assistants called before them, at 
Boston, divers of Watertown ; the pastor and elder by letter, 
and the others by warrant. The occasion was, for that a 
warrant being sent to Watertown for levying of £8, part of a 
rate of £60, ordered for the fortifying of the new town, the 
pastor and elder, &c. assembled the people and delivered their 
opinions, that it was not safe to pay moneys after that sort, for 
fear of bringing themselves §ana posterity§ into bondage. Be- 
ing come before the governour and council, after much debate, 
ihey acknowledged their fault, confessing freely, that they were 
in an errour, and made a retractation and submission under 
their hands, and were enjoined to read it in the assembly the 
next Lord's day. The ground of their errour "was, for that^ 
they took this government to be no other but as of a mayor 
and aldermen, who have not power to make laws or raise 
taxations without the people ; but understanding that this 
government was rather in the nature of a parliament, and that 
no assistant could be chosen but by the freemen, who had pow- 
er likewise to remove the assistants and put in others, and 
therefore at every general court (which was to be held once 
every year) they had free liberty to consider and propound 
any thing concerning the same, and to declare their grievances, 
without being subject to question, or, &c. they were fully satisfi- 
ed; and so their submission was accepted, and their ofiencq 
pardoned.^ ^ 



1 In the objection of these gentlemen of Watertown, there was muoli 
force, for no power was by the charter granted to the govemour and assistant! 
to raise money by levy, assessment or taxation. Indeed, the same may be 
said of the right of making general orders or laws ; for the directors of the comr 
pany, or court of assistants, could only be executive. The company, or great 
body of the corporation, however, submitted at first to the mild and equal 
temporary usurpation of the officers, chosen by themselves, which was also 
justified by indisputable necessity. So simply patriarchal was the govem- 
jnent, and so indifferent was the majority of the settlers to retain their full 
charter rights, that, at the first general court, or meeting of the whole compa- 
ny, held at Boston, 19 October alter their arrival, '^for the establishing of 
the government, it was propounded, if it were not the best course, that the 
freemen should have the power of choosing assistants, when there are to be 
chosen, and the assistants, from amongst themselves, to choose a govemour and 
deputy govemour, who, with the assistants, should have the power of making 
laws and choosing officers to execute the same. This was fully assented unto 
by the gener^ vote of the people and erection of handi*^* Col, Rec. I. 62. 
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March 5.] The first court after winter. It was ordered, 
that the courts (which before were every three weeks) should 
now be held the first Tuesday in every montb.^ 

Commissioners appointed to set out the bounds of the towns. 

14.] The bark Warwick arrived at Natascott, having been 
at Pascataquack and at Salem to sell com, which she brought 



Such an extraordinary surrender of power proves, that no jealonsr was ex- 
cited bjr the former assomption, bj the govemour and assistants, of the legis- 
latjye, in addition to the executive and judicial functions, with which the 
charter seems to invest them. From the chrcumstance of omission of any 
mentioo, bj our author, of that general court, we may conclude, that the 
grant was not viewed as verr important. The crudity of their political svs- 
tem is farther evidenced by the neglecting to notice in the Records the choice 
of assistants the next year after such enlargement of their authority, especially 
if we remember, that, besides the governour and deputy, only five of the 
council remained, though the charter required eighteen. The manner of the 
early elections also, which was by proposing the former tenant of office for the 
new year, and calling for a show of hands, rendered the continuance of the 
assistants almost certain. But though the secretary has left no trace of the 
exercise of their rights, at the general meeting of May, 1631, in the choice of 
assistants, the people appear to have made inquiry on the subject, since it is 
recorded, I. 72, after notice of the election of governour and deputy, as fol- 
lows : ^^ For explanation of an order made the last general court, holden the 
19th October last, it was ordered now, with full consent of all the commons 
then present, that, once in every year, at least, a general court shall be 
holden, at which court it shall be lawful for the commons to propound any 
person or persons, whom they shall desire to be chosen assistants, and if it be 
doubtful, whether it be the greater part of the commons or not, it shall be put 
to the poll. The like course to be holden, when they, the said commons, 
shall see cause, for any defect or misbehaviour, to remove any one or more of 
the assistants.^' 

The cause of uneasiness, the second year, was, we may presume, the small 
Buoiber that co'nstituted the supreme council or parliament. We may be 
certain, at least, that no inequality in the proportion of burdens sharpened 
the opposition to the assessment in the text; for of the thirty pounds levied in 
July preceding, Boston and Watertown had each^ve, and each paid equally 
in the tut>sequent rate. It might, by modem conjecture, be supposed, that 
the Watertown people were less satisfied with the object of the present ex- 
penditure; but this would be erroneous, for the other plantations would 
derive as little protection as they from this palisado ; yet Dudley and Brad- 
street were the only members of the court, by which the rate was levied, 
who lived at Newtown. To the agitation of this subject, we may refer 
the origin of that committee of two from each town to advise with the 
court about raising publick moneys, ^^ so as what they should agree upon 
should bind ail,^' which wiU be found a few pages onward, under date of 
May of this year. This led to the representative body, having the full pow- 
ers of all the freemen, except that of elections. 

1 An order of extraordinary character was passed at this court, " that 
DO planter within the limits of this jurisdiction, returning for fc^itgland, shall 
carry either money or beaver with iiim, without leave from the governour 
(for the time being) under pain of forfeiting tlic money or beaver so in. 
tended to be transported.^' No comment can increase our sense of the 
dangerous power thus given, 'nor display the folly of such inhibition. 
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from Virginia. At ber coming into Natascott, with a S. E. 
wind, she was in great danger, by a sudden gust, to be cast 
away upon the rocks. 

19.] She came to Winysemett* 

Mr. Maverick, one of the ministers of Dorchester, in drying 
a little powder, (which took fire by the heat of the fire pan,) 
fired a small barrel of two or three pounds, yet did no other 
harm but singed his clothes. It was in the new nreeting-house, 
which was thatched, and the thatch only blacked a little. 

April 3.] At a court at Boston, the deputy, Mr. Dudley, 
went away before the court was ended, and then the secretary 
delivered the governour a letter from him, directed to the 
governour and assistants, wherein he declared a resignation of 
his deputyship and place of assistant; but it was not allowed. 

At this court an act was made expressing tbe governour*B 
power, &c. and the office of the secretary and treasurer, &c.^ 

9.] The bark Warwick, and Mr. Maverick's pinnace, went 
out towards Virginia. 

12.] The governour received letters from Plimouth, signify- 
ing, tnat there had been a broil between their men at Sowamset 
and the Naraganset Indians, who set upon the English bouse 
there to have taken ^wsamequin, the sagamore of Packanocott, 
who was fled thither with all his people for refuge ; and that 
Capt. Standish, being gone thither to relieve the three English, 
which were in the house, had sent home in all haste for more 
men and other provisions, upon intelligence that Canonicus, 
with a great army, was coming against them. Withal they writ 
to our governour for some powder to be sent with all possible 
speed, (for it seemed they were unfurnished.) Upon this the 
governour presently despatched away the messenger with so 
much powder as he could carry, viz. twenty-seven pounds. 

16.] The messenger returned, and brought a letter from the 
governour, sisnifjring, that the Indians were retired from 
Sowams to fight with the Pequins, which was probable, because 
John Saeamore and Chickatabott were gone with all their men, 
§viz. John Sagamore with thirty, and Chickatabott with 
[blank]§ to Canonicus, who had sent for them. 

1 No mention of the resignation of Dudley is found in the Colonj Re- 
cords ; and it is remarkable, that equal disregard of these acts about the 
governour, secretanr and treasurer is evinced, though to us they appear 
▼ery important. One curiout occurrence is, however, preserved there : 
^^ Thomas Knower was set in the bilbo ws for threatening the court, that if 
he should be punished, he would have it tried in £ngland, whether he was 
lawfuUy punished or not.'^ 

3 Formerly called MassaMoiet, father of the celebrated Philip. 
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A wear was erected by Watertown men upon Charles River, 
three miles above the town, where they took great store of 
shads* 

A Dutch ship brought from Vir^nia two thousand bushels 
of corn, which was sold at four shillings sixpence the busheL 

May !•] The govemour and ^assistants met at Boston to 
consider of the deputy his deserting his place. The points 
discussed were two. The 1st, upon what grounds he did it : 
2d, whether it were good or voia. For the 1st, his main rea- 
son was for publick peace ; because he must needs discharge 
his conscience in speaking freely ; and he saw that bred dis- 
turbance, &c. For the 2d, it was maintained by all, that he 
could not leave his place, except by the same power which put 
him in ; yet he would not be put from his contrary opinion, nor 
would be persuaded to continue till the general court, which 
was to be the 9th of this month. 

Another question fell out with him, about some bargains he 
had made with some poor men, members of the same congre- 1 
gation, to whom he had sold seven bushels and an half of corn \ 
to receive ten f6r it after harvest, which the govemour and i 
some others held to be oppressing usury ,^ and within compass 
of the statute ; but he persisted to maintain it to be lawful, and 
there arose hot words about it, he tellmg the govemour, that, 
if he had thought he had sent for him to his house to give him 
such usage, he would not have come there ; and that he never 
knew any man of understanding of other opinion ; and that the j 
govemour thought otherwise of it, it was his weakness. The 
govemour took notice of these speeches, and bare them with I 
more patience than he had done, upon a like occasion, at ano- j 
ther time. Upon this there arose another question, about his ! 
house. The govemour having ||formerly|| told him, that he did ' 
not well to bestow such cost about wainscoting and adorning 
his house, in the beginning of a plantation, both in reeard of I 
the necessity of publick charges, and for example, &c. his j 
answer now was, that it was for the warmth of his house, and 
the charge was little, being but clapboards nailed to the wall 

^" . Bfreelyll 

1 Undoubtedly this was a private meeting, for notice of it is not found 
in the Records. 

8 CoouDon sense yindicated her rights long since in Massachusetts, 
thoogh she has not yet obtained a fidl triumph in all deaJhigs between 
man and man. The proviso in our statute against usury, 1783, c. 55, di- 
rects, that *-^ nothing in this act shall extend to the lettmg of cattle, or 
other usages of the like nature, in practice amongst farmers^ Sic. a$ hath 
keen heretofore acctuiomed,^^ 

10 VOL. I. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74 JOHN WINTHROP. [1632. 

in the form of wainscot. These and other speeches passed be- 
fore dinner. After dinner, the govcrnour told ||them,|| that he 
had heard, that the people intended, at the next general court, 
to desire, that the assistants micht be chosen anew every year, 
and that the governour might be chosen by the whole court, 
and not by the assistants only. Upon this, Mr. ^Ludlow grew 
into passion, and said, that then we should have no govern- 
ment, but there would be an interim, wherein every man might 
do what he pleased, &c. This was answered and cleared in 
the judgment of the rest of the assistants, but. he continued stiff 
in nis opinion, and protested he would then return back into 
England. 

Another |pbusiness|| fell out, which was this. Mr. ^Clark of 
Watertown had complained to the governour, that Capt. 'Pa- 
trick, being removed out of their town to Newtown, did compel 
them to watch near Newtown, and desired the governour, that 
they might have the ordering within their own town. The 
governour answered him, that the ordering of the watch did 
properly belong to the constable ; but in those towns where the 
captains dwelt, they had thought fit to leave it to them, and 
since Capt. Patrick was removed, the . constable might take 

||biiD|| ||9quesUoD|| 

1 This name standing here, as in the former edition, though the reader 
was informed, in the list of errata, fow in number, at the end, that it 
should be Dudlbt, — I must gi?e a short explanation. Our original MS. is 
plain enough ; the copy, too, prepared for the press bj the secretarjr of Con- 
necticut, written in an uncommonly fair hand, now in the archives of our 
Historical Society, I testify, follows Winthrop. The former editor, as he 
himself assured me, never read the original ; and we must conjecture, and only 
conjecture, why. in making this errour, he did not follow the copy. Ludlow^t 
name had not, in this conference, been mentioned before, as Dudley^s had. 
The editor, by his correction of the text, against the authority of original and 
copy, must have thought proper, while reading the proof of the page, to in- 
sert Dudley, because be was the only person likely to fall into a passion. 

9 William Clark, whom I presume the author to mean, was among the 
first freemen admitted ; and, the week after this inquiry, a Mr. Clark was by 
the court chosen constable of Watertown. Nothing more of him is known 
by me, except he were the person of that name, among others, sent with the 
governour^s son, in March foUowing, to plant Ipswich. 

3 He came in the fleet, it is probable, with the governour, as a military 
leader and instructer ; for, at the court of assistants, 28 September, 1630, we 
find. Prince, li. 1, that fifty pounds were assessed on the plantations for him 
and Underbill. I suppose their pay was raised, as the colony became more 
able to bear the expense. At a court, 4 March, 1633, thirty pounds were 
levied, as their half yearns compensation. Col. Rec. I. 96. Patrick was ad- 
mitted a freeman in May, 1631 ; but for any farther information of him, ex- 
cept about his removing to Connecticut, it is in my power to do no more 
than refer to the second volume of this History, in which his death is 
commemorated, near the close of 1643. 
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care of it ; but advised him withal to acquaint the deputy with 
it, and at the court it should be ordered. Clark went right 
home and told the captain, that the governour had ordered, 
that the constable should set the watch, (which was false;) 
but the captain answered somewhat rashly, and like a soldier, 
which being certified to the governour by three witnesses, he 
sent a warrant to the constable to this effect, that whereas 
some difficulty was fallen out, &c. about the watch, &c« he 
should, according to his office, see due watch should be kept 
till the court had taken order in it. This much displeased 
the captain, who came to this meeting to have it redressed. 
The governour told the rest what he had done, and upon what 
ground ; whereupon they refused to do any thing in it till the 
court. 

While they were thus sitting together, an Indian brings a 
letter from Capt. Standish, then at Sowams, to this effect, that 
the Dutchmen (which lay for trading at Anygansett or Nara- 
gansett) had lately informed him, that many Pequins (who 
were professed enemies to the Anagansetts) had been there 
divers days, and advised us to be watchful, &c. giving other 
reasons, &c.' 

Thus the day was spent and no good done, which was the 
more uncomfortable* to most of them, because they had com- 
mended this meeting to God in more earnest manner than or* 
dinary at other meetings. 

May 8.] A general court at Boston. Whereas it was (at 
our first coming) agreed, that the freemen should choose the 
assistants, and they tne governour, the whole court agreed now, 
that the governour and assistants should all be new chosen 
every year by the general court, (the governour to be always 
chosen out of the assistants ;) and accordmgly the old governour, 
John Winlhrop, was chosen ; accordingly all the rest as before, 
and Mr. ^Humfrey »and Mr. Coddington also, because they 
were daily expected. v-»^ 1-4 ->.' 



1 This distingoisbed planter deserves greater honour than he has re- 
ceived from the brief note of Hutchinson, which Eliot transcribed, but 
could not enlarge. Allen has forgotten to name him ; but his importance in 
the colonj will be observed from many passages of this History. He had 
been chosen deputy governour at a general court of our company in Eng- 
land, 20 October, 1629, though our annual registers, that used to record, in 
their list of gentlemen who had filled that office, the name of Gofle, who 
never came to our country, omitted that of Humfrey. He was also one of 
the original patentees of the colony of Connecticut. Haz. I. 318. An ad- 
venturous desire of planting new colonies consumed his estate ; and all wish 
to end his life with us must have been destroyed by the shocking calamities T 
in his family, of which notice will be found in these pages, under date of 14 o- 
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The deputy govcrnour, Thomas Dudley, Esq. having sub- 
mitted the validity of his resignation to the vote of the court, it 
was adjudged a nullity, and he accepted of his place again, and 
the govemour and he being reconciled the day before, all 
things were carried very lovingly amongst all, &c. and the 
people carried themselves with much silence and modesty. 

John Winthrop, the governour's son, was chosen an assistant. 

A proposition was made by the people, that every company 
of trained men might choose their own captain and ofiBcers ; 
but the ^overnour giving them reasons to tne contrary, they 
were satisfied ||without|| it. 

Every town chose two men to be at the next court, to ad- 
vise with the govemour and assistants about the raisine of a 
puhlick stock, so as what they should agree upon should bind 
all, &C.1 

♦This court was begun and ended with speeches for the, &c. 
as formerly.* 

^ llwithH ^ 

▼ember, 1641. If any reader would excuse his natural indignation, felt on 
perusal of the narrative of Hubbard, 379, when obscurely commenting on 
these tufferings, which he almost calls a judgment for the oflTenoe of leav- 
ing our country, he may recoUect, that the fuU relation of Winthrop was 
then l^ing before Hubbard, aud then study the character of the afflicted 
father in his letter to our author, 4 September, 1646, in Hutchinson^s Coll. 
159. No praise of the subject of this note can be equivalent to that epistle. 
Humfrey was brother-in-law of Isaac Johnson, having married Susan, sister 
of the lady ArbeUa. From his connexion with the &rl of Lincoln, I pre- 
sume, that he was not the person, honoured by an order of the celebrated 
" High Court of Justice," 20 January, 1648—9, "that Sir Henry Mildma^r 
be desired to deliver unto John Humphreys, Esq. the sword of state in hii 
custody, which said sword, the said Mr. Humpnreys is to bear before the 
lord president of this court.^* Perhaps he had no connexion with those pro- 
ceedings, which, in a few days, termmated in the execution of his sovereign. 
I have been favoured with four letters from him to John Winthrop, Uie 
younger, of 18 August and 4 November, 1631, 31 June and 3 December, 
1632 ; the first directed for him " at the Dolphin, Mr. Humfries'' house, in 
Sandwich," when preparing to come over with his father^s wife and his 
own, the other three to him here at Boston, all written before Humfrey left 
England. They are full of pious reflections and encouragement to the 
plantation ; but give no assistance to merely historical inquirers. 

1 Prince, II. 60, gives, from the Colony Records, the names of the gen- rr 
tlemen that formed this embryo of a parliament t 

1. Mr. Oldham and Mr. Masters, for Watertown. 

2. Robert Coles and John Johnson, for Roxbury. 

3. Mr. William Colbron and William Cheesbrough, for Boston. 

4. Richard Wright and ^ for Sagus. 

5. Mr, Lockwood and Mr. Spencer, for Newton. 

6. Mr. Gibbons and Mr. Palmer, for Charlestown. 

7. Mr. Conant and Peter Palfrev, for Salem. 

Up William Felps and John Galfard, for Dorchester. 
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The goyernour, among other things, used this speech to the 
people, after he had taken his oath: That he had received 
gratuities from divers towns, which he received with much 
comfort and content ; he had also received many kindnesses 
from particular persons, which he would not refuse, lest he 
should be accounted uncourteous, Jkc. ; but he ||professed*,|| that 
he received them with a trembling heart, in regard of God's 
rule, and the consciousness of his own jpinfirmity ;|| and therefore 
desired them, that hereafter they would not take it ill, if he did 
refuse presents from particular persons, except they were from 
the assistants, or from some special friends ; to which no an- 
swer was made; but he was told after, that many good people 
were much grieved at it, for that he never had any allowance 
towards the charge of his place. 

24.] The fortification upon the Corn Hill at Boston was 
begun. 

25J] Charlestown men came and wrought upon the fortifi- 
cation. 

Roxbujnr the next, and Dorchester the next. 

26.] The Whale arrived with Mr. Wilson, Mr. ^Dummer, 
and about thirty passengers, all in health ; and of seventy cows . 
lost but two. She came from Hampton April 8th. Mr. Graves 
was master. 

June 5.] The William and Francis, Mr. Thomas master, 
with about sixty passengers, whereof Mr. ^Welde and old Mr. 

||expres8ed|| ||3inconformitj|| 

1 Richard Dummer wiU be firequently mentioned in this History, and 
Hntohinson and Eihot have weU preserved his reputation. It is less remarka* 
hie, that the former feU into an errour of three years in the date of this gen- 
tleman^B arrival, than that the latter copied it, with Winthrop in his posses- 
don. The mistake of one letter of the name in the former edition, however, 
prevented Eliot, perhaps, from obtaining the fact from the text, though it 
had been correctly given by Prince. In this place, it may be proper to ob- 
serve another erroar in the New England Biography of Dummer. He was of 
Roxbnry, not Boston, before his settlement at Newbury, in the antinomian 
controversy, he was of the heterodox, or weaker party, and of course punished 
for hie opinions. With others of the same principles, he purchased Rhode 
Island ; but soon after returned to Massachusetts ; and even Johnson praises 
him. He was grandfather of the celebrated Jeremy Dummer ; and from the 
selection of Newbury for his charity, I inclhie to think Lieut. Gov. William 
Dummer, founder of Dummer Academy, derived his descent from this gentle- 



s Of Thomas Welde, enough, it may seem, to an indifferent reader, will 
be found in the progress of this History, or in the Dictionaries of Eliot and 
ABen. But as he £gme§ in one of the most important events of our colonial 
history, and himself furnished a Narrative of it, I shall not be restrained from 
honouring him further in these notes, at a moreproper place. It may now on- 
ly be necessary to suggest, connected with £3iot*s compliment, that ^^we 
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^Batchelop (being aged 71) \^ere, with their families, and many 
other honest men ; also, the Charles of Barnstable, with near 
eighty cows and six mares, Mr. ^Hatherly, the merchant, and 
about twenty passengers, all safe, and in health. They set 
sail, viz. the William and Francis from London, March the 9th, 
and the Charles from ||Barnstable,|| April 10th, and met near 
Cape Ann. Mr. ^Winslow of Plimouth came in the Williain 
and Francis. 

12.] The James, Mr. Grant master, arrived. Her passage 
was eight weeks from London. ||^She|| brought sixty^one heifers 
and lost forty, and brought twelve passengers. 

1 3.] A day of thanksgiving in all the plantations, by publick 

||Port8moutb|| g9He|| 

may suppote him a very pradent and jadicious man,^^ the cautions of the 
aaiue author, in the history of his celebrated namesake, before referred to. 
1 Hist Coll. Vni. 7 and 8. Welde had suffered in England from the follies 
of the bishops. See the interesting letters of Henry Jacie, in 3 Hist. CoU. I. 
235. There was a brother of the clergyman, Joseph, at Roxbury ; and, 1 be- 
lieve, of both, certainly of Thomas, descendants are spread in the land. 

1 This unfortunate gentleman, Stephen Batchelor, whose name does not 
occur in either of the Biographical Dictionaries, will often be noticed in the 
pages of this work, -abqut the close of 1635, while he remained at Lynn, in 
November, 1641, when he was pastor at Hampton, and in July, 1644, when 
he was restrained from the exercise of his office at £xeter. Hubbard, 193, 
mentions Newbury, as another scene of his disquiet, which might be in the 
progress from Lynn to Hampton ; and in Belknap^s New Hampshire, I. 37 
and 52, his name is introduced. An unfavourable opinion of Batchelor seems 
to have prevailed soon after his arrival ; for, in our Colony Records, I. 93, I 
find, be was, at a court, 3 October, 1632, ^^ required to forbear exercising his 
gifts as a pastor or teacher publickly in our patent, unless it be to those he 
brought with him, for his contempt of authority, and till some scandals be re- 
moved.'' But, at the court, 4 March following, he was relieved from this in- 
hibition. Johnson, in the wretched verses, with which he usually closes his 
notice of the distinguished men of the colony, advises him, as if he were alive 
at the period, when his age of ninety must have disinclined bin to regard the 
precept, 

*' Teach thjrself with others thou hast nee^ ; 
Thy flowing fame unto low ebb is brought.'' 

9 It is not to be expected, that any thing can be added by me to the 
acquisitions of the distinguished antiquary, who honours Timothy Hatherly, 
^* the principal founder and father of the town of Scituate," in his account of • 
that place, 2 Hist. Coll. IV. 241. 

3 To the life of Edward Winslow, govemour of Plimouth, a great man in 
all circumstances, the elaborate work of Dr. Belknap has afforded sufficient 
care ; hut whatever, beyond the American Biographer, can be acquired by 
diligence and adorned by affection, must be expected from the new edi- 
tion of Morton's Memorial. A very interesting letter from Winslow, at 
Barbados, March, 1654 — 5, on Cromwell's great expedition against the 
Spanish West Indies, in which he died, is contahied in Thurlow's State 
Papers, published by Birch, IIL 250. 
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aathority, for the good success of the king of Sweden, and 
Protestants in Germany, against the emperour, &c., and for the 
safe arrival of all the ships, thej having not lost one person, 
nor one sick among them. 

§14.] The governour was invited to dinner aboard the 
Whale. The master fetched him in his boat, and gave him 
three pieces at hb going off.§ 

The French came in a pinnace to Penobscot, and rifled a 
tmckine house belonging to Plimouth, carrying thence three 
hundred weight of beaver and other goods.^ ♦They took also 
one Dixy Bull and his shallop and goods.* 

One Abraham ||Shurd|| of Pemaquid, and one Capt. ^Wright, 
and others, coming to Pascataquack, being bound for this bay 
in a shallop with £200 worth of commodities, one of the sea- 
men, going to light a pipe of tobacco, set fire on a barrel of 
powder, which tare the |pboat|| in pieces. That man was never 
seen : the rest were all saved, but the goods lost. 

The man, that was blown away with the powder in the boat 
at Pascataquack, was after found^ with his hands and feet torn 
ofl. This fellow, being wished by another to forbear to take 
any tobacco, till they came to the shore, which was hard by, 
answered, that if the devil should carry him away quick, he 
would take one pipe. Some in the boat were so drunk and 
fast asleep, as they did not awake with the noise. 

A shallop of one Henry Way of Dorchester, having been 
missing all the winter, it was found that the men in her, being 
five, were all killed treacherously by the eastern Indians. 

Another shallop of his being sent out to seek out the other, 
was cast away at Aquamenticus, and two of the men drown- 
ed.^ A fishing shallop at Isle of Shoals was overset. One 

IISheertH IPbarkJI 

1 Ample account is given of this hostile, or felonious, transaction, by 
Got. Brmdford, preseryed bj Prince, II. 62. 

s I presume this to be the same person, who was one of two chosen for 
Sagus, about a publick stock, as mentioned in a note on page 76. Hub- 
bard, 195, makes all the people in the boat belong to Pemaquid ; but I 
give little credit to him, because it is evident, that he took all his information 
from Winthrop, in this place, and copied him so carelessly as to give the 
year 1633. 

3 Mather introduced this accident, sixtr-five years after, into a sermon, 
Magn. VI. with a ridiculous addition, of the body being found in the wood* 
long aflery torn in pieces. 

* My chief object, in this note, is to observe an errour in on© of the most 
accurate and complete of all our topographical histories, that of Dorchester, 
by the Rev. Dr. T. M. HarrU. In 1 Hist Coll. IX. Ifi^ after inserting the 
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Noddle, an honest man of Salem, ||carrying|| wood in a canoe, 
in the South River, was overturned and drowned. 

July.] At a training at Watertown, a man of John |pOld- 
ham's,||^ having a musket, which had been long charged with 

llrannmgll ||3Alden'&|| 

substance of the two preceding sentences, on the authoritj of Hubbard, 198, 
tlien existing jonly in MS., instead of Winthrop, from whom Hubbard took his 
story, with a trifling addition, which probablr is a mistake, that Way with 
his company perished by the Indians, — these absurd remarks are added, from 
Hubbard, but ascribed to our author : ^^ Thus ofttimes, he that is ereedy of 
gain troubles his own house ; and, instead of acquiring a little pelf of this 
world, loses his own life in the conclusion ; which hath been observed as very 
remarkable on many, who have followed that course of life.^' Some gratitude 
might be due to Hubbard, perhaps, had he enlarged the facts, as well as the 
words, of the text ; but as his work was written nearly fifty years after the 
occurrence of an event so comparatively unimportant, I am convinced, that 
he carelessly added the murder of Way, without any information, having in- 
tended nothing more than to transcribe, as usual with him, the contemporary 
narrative. From the silence of Winthrop on a particular, which would have 
been the principal incident of the tragedv, as reported at the time, and from 
the subsequent expedition of another shallop of nu^ that Way was not killed, 
would be a probable conclusion ; but this is rendered certain by the MS. 
annals of Blake of Dorchester, who, under 1667, mentions his death at the 
mature age of eighty-four years. 

1 Copious materials for the character of this person are found in Morton^s 
MemonaL 74 — 82, condensed by Hubbard, 92 — 94, who suggests to our judg- 
ment some reasonable cautions in perusing the Plimouth secretary. The con* 
temporary. Gov. Bradford, in Prince, I. 149, 153, 154, affords also some bet- 
ter information, which proves that Oldham was much disliked. But he was 
so far restored to the affections of the first colonists, after someyears, as to be 
intrusted with their letters to England, in June, 1628, when Thomas Morton 
was sent home a prisoner. 1 Hist. Coll. 111. 63. Oldham was, probably, very 
enterprising, and less disposed to overlook this world, in his regard for tlie 
next, than most of his early neighbours. His boldness and acquaintance with 
the natives, and perhaps disaffection to the rigid church discipline of the 
separatists at Plimouth, rendered him not unacceptable to our planters, though 
he desired to pursue u course independent of their territorial rights. See, in 
Hazard, I. 256, a most valuable letter from the govemour and company to 
Endecott in 1629. This planter was certainly held in respect in this colony ; 
for he was one of that assembly, mentioned in May preceding, page 76, 
and was chosen from Watertown, where dwelt many gentlemen, esteemed 
even by the authority of Plimouth. He had, perhaps, seated himself at Wa- 
tertown, before the arrival of Winthrop, coming ovSr after the fleet that 
brought Higginson, Skelton and Sharp ; or he may have come in the great 
fleet of 16& ; but we are confident he was not here in season to witness the 
Indian deed to Wheelwright. Trumbull, in two places, I. 34 and 72, errone- 
ously called him of Dorchester, one of Warham\ congregation. Oldham's 
favour with the Narragansetts, and murder by some of those of Block Island, 
which was a principal incitement in Massachusetts to the great Pequot war, 
will be found hereafter in this History. 

In copying the relation of the accident mentioned in the text. Prince as- 
sumes the date of it to be Monday, 2 July, because, at a court on the 3d, the 
first order that passed, was, ^^ that the captain and other officers take a special 
care to search all pie^ brought into the field, for being charged with shot or 
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pistol bullets, ||not|| knowing of it, gave fire, and shot three men, 
two ihto their bodies, and one into his hands ;^ but it was so far 
off, as the shot entered the skin and stayed there, and they all 
recovered. 

The congregation at Boston wrote to the elders and breth- 
ren of the churches of Plimouth, Salem, &c. for their advice in 
three questions: 1. Whether one person might be a civil 
magistrate and a ruling elder at the same time ? 2. If not, 
then Ipwhichil should be |plaid down ?|| 3. Whether there might 
be divers pastors in the same church ? — The 1st was agreed by 
all negatively ; the 2d doubtfully ; the 3d doubtful also. 

[Large blank.] 

The strife in Watertown congregation continued still ; but at 
length they gave the separatists a day to couie in, or ||^else|| to 
be proceeded against. ^ 

5.] At the day, all came in and submitted, except John 
Masters, who, though he were advised by divers ministers and 
others, that he had offended in turning his back upon the sa- 
crament, and departing, out of the assembly, &c. becau^ 
H^lheyll had then admitted a member whom he judged unfit, &c. ; 
yet he persisted. So the congregation (being loath to proceed 
against him) gave him a further day; 8, at which time, he con- 
tinuing obstinate, they excommunicated him ; but, about a fort- 
night after, he submitted himself, and was received in again. 

, [Blank.] 

At Watertown there wafe*(in the view of divers witnesses) a 
great combat between a mouse and a snake ; and, after a long 
fight, the mouse prevailed and killed the snake. The ||®pastor|[ 
01 Boston, Mr. Wilson, a very sincere, holy man, hearing of it, 
gave this interpretation : That the snake was the devil ; the 
mouse was a poor contemptible people, which God had brought 
hither, which shpuld overcome Satan here, and dispossess him 
of his kingdom. J Upon the same occasion, he told the gover- 
nour, that, before he was resolved to come into this country, he 
dreamed he was here, and that he saw a church arise out of 
the earth, which grew Up and became a marvellous goodly 
church. 

|andg ||9what|| U^best done|| g^l|| H^heB ||emini8ter|| 

buDets ; and that no person whatever shall, at any time, charge any piece of 
aerrice with bullets or shot, other than for defence of their bouses, or at com- 
mand from the captain, upon such penalty as the court shall think meet to 
iiffict." 

1 Prince, II. 63, reads this word fuad. It does not look so to me. 

11 VOL. I. 
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After many ||iinparlance9|| aod dars of humiliation, by those 
•of Boston and Roxbury, to seek the Lord for Mr. Welde his 
disposing, and the advice of those of Plimouth being taken, &c. 
at length he resolved to sit down with them of Roxbury. 
[Large bkek.] 

August 3.] The deputy, Mr. Thomas Dudley, being still 
discontented with the govemour, partly for that the ffovernour 
had removed the A*ame of his house, which he had set up at 
Newtown, and partly for that he took too much authority upon 
him, (as he conceived,) renewed his complaints to Mr. Wilson 
and Mr. Welde, who acquainting the govemour therewith, a 
meeting was agreed upon at Charlestown, where were present 
the govemour and deputy, Mr. Nowell, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Welde, 
Mr. Maverick, and Mr. *Warham. The conference beina be- 
gun with calling upon the Lord, the deputy began, — that how- 
soever he had some |pparticular|| grievances, &c. ; yet, seeing he 
was advised by those present, and divers of the as6istants, to 
be silent in them, he would let them pass, and so come first to 
complain of the breach of promise, both in the governour and 
others, in not building at Newtown. The governour answered, 
that he had performed the words of the promise ; for he had a 
bouse up, and seven or eight servants abiding in it, by the dagr 
appointed : and for the removing of his house, he alleged, that, 
seeing that the rest of the assistants went not about to build, 
and that his neighbours of Boston had been discouraged from 
removing thither by Mr. Deputy himself, and thereupon had 
(under all their hands) petitioned him, that (according to the 
promise he made to them when they first sate down with him at 
Boston, viz. that he would not remove, except they went with 
him) he would not leave them ; — this was the occasion that he 
removed his house. Upon these and other speeches to this 
purpose, the ministers went apart for one hour ; then returning, 
they delivered their opinions, that the governour was m fault 

||import!iniiig8|| ||3publick|| 

1 John Warham receives little notice from Eliot and Allen, to whidi, 
after consultin^^ their authorities, I presume nothing can be added. Fuller, in 
his letter to Bradford, June, 1630, 1 Hist. Coll. IH. 74, mentions his colloquj 
on religion with the people of Dorchester, till he wo* weary, ^^Mr. Warham 
liolds, that the visible church may consist of a mixed people — godlj and 
openlj ungodly ; upon which point we had all our conference, to wluch, I 
trust, the Lord will give a blessing." This if sufficient, even though not re- 
ported, perhaps, with ade(]uate precision, to satisfy us, that this gentleman's 
opinions were less strict than those of the Plimouth colonists. From Mather'i 
18th chapter of the 3d book of the Magnalia, devoted to Warham, it wovJd 
not be easy to learn more of him, than that he preached without 'notes, went 
to Windsor, Conn, and was of a melancholy temperament. 
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for removing of his boose so suddenly, without conferring with 
the deputy and the rest of the assistants ; but if the deputy were 
the occasion of discouraging Boston men from removing, it 
would excuse the governour a ||tanto,|| but not a ||^toto||. The 
govemour, professing himself willing to submit his own opinion 
to the j udgment of so many wise and godly friends, acknow- 
ledged himself faulty. 

After dinner, the deputy proceeded in his complaint, yet with 
this protestation, that what he should chaise the govemour 
with, was in love, and out of his care of the publick, and that 
the things which he should produce were but for his own satis- 
faction, and not by way of accusation. Then demanded he of 
him the ground and limits of his authority, whether by the pa- 
tent or otherwise. The govemour answered, that he was wilt 
ing to stand to that which he propounded, and would challenge 
no greater authority than he might by the patent. The deputy 
replied, that then he had no more authority than every assist- 
ant, (except power to call courts, and |pprecedency,j| for honour 
and order.) The govemour answered, he had more ; for the 
patent, making him a govemour, gave him whatsoever power 
belonged to a govemour by common law or the statutes, and 
desired him to show wherein he had exceeded, &c. ; and speak- 
ing this somewhat apprehensively, the deputy began to be 
in passion, and told- the govemour, that if he were so round, 
he would be round too. The governour bad him be round, if 
he would. So the deputy rose up in great fury and passion, 
and the govemour grew very hot also, so as they both fell into 
bitterness ; but, bv mediation of the medjators, they were soon 
pacified. Then the deputy proceeded to particulars, as follow- 
eth: 

1st. By what authority the govemour removed the ordnance 
and erected a fort at Poston. — ^The- governour answered, that 
the ordnance lying upon the beach in danger of spoiling, and 
having often complained of it in the court, and nothing done, 
with the help of aivers of the assistants, they were mounted up- 
on their carriages, and removed where they might be of some 
use : and for the fort, it had been agreed, above a year before, 
that it should be erected there : and all this was done without 
any penny charge to the publick. 

2dL By what authority he lent twenty-eight pounds of pow- 
der to those of Plimouth. — Governour answered, it was of his 
own powder, and upon their urgent distress, their own powder 
provmg naught, when they were to send to the ||^rescue|| of their 
men at Sowamsett. 

Ilqnantoll }liHwaio\\ ||'''proceedings|| ||4re»t|| 
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3d. By what authority he had licensed Edward ^Johnson to 
sit down at Merrimack. — Governour answered, that he had 
licensed him only to go forth on trading, (as he had done divers 
others,) as belonging to his place. 

4th. By what authority he had given them of Watertown 
leave to erect a wear upon Charles Kiver, and had disposed of 
lands to divers, &c. — Governour answered, the people of Wa- 
tertown, falling very short of com the last year, for want of 
£sh,^ did complain, &c., and desired leave to erect a wear ; and 
upon this the governour told them, that he could not give them 
leave, but they must seek it of the court ; but because it would 
be long before the courts began again, and, if they deferred till 
then, the season would be lost, he wished them to do it, and 
there was no doubt but, being for so general a good, the court 
would allow of it ; and, for his part, he would employ all his 
power in the court, so as he should sink under it, if it were not 
allowed ; ^nd besides, those of Roxbury had erected a wear 



1 Tbia person I presume to be the same, of whom mention will recur ia 
our second volume, September, 1643, as one of the leaders of the expedition 
against Gorton, for which station he seems to be designated bj his severe 
bigotry. He probablj came in the fleet with Winthrop, is enumerated with 
those desiring to be made freemen, 19 October, 1630, and admhted in Maj 
following. From the phrase, " at Merrimack," in the text, we must not im- 
agine, that a permanent settlement was made bj Johnson ; for no such was 
made for some years, and his residence was Charlestown, probably in the up« 
per part, which became Wobnm in 1642. It is strange, that his name is 
omitted in Eliot's Dictionary, and that Allen has given but seven lines to 
the enthusiastick historian of ^^ The Wonder-working Providence of Zion't 
Saviour in New England." This work, published in London, 1654, had be- 
come very scarce, and was republished in 2 Hist. Coll. II. 111. IV. VH. and 
VIII., the editor of this History supervising the proof-sheets of that, and 
faithfully preserving the exact reading of the original, with mott of its errours, 
in some instances furnishing a certain or conjectural correction in the margin. 
Johnson was one year speaker of the house of deputies, as will be seen in 
another part of this work, and his reputation was maintained by one, at least, 
of his sons, William, a sturdy supporter of the old charter. Robert, H. C, 
1645, is also thought to be one, and to be alluded to by his father, lib. 11. 
c. 19, as acting in the Summer Islands. A good account of tliis pilgrim is 
furnished by Rev. Mr. Chickering, formerly minister of Wobum, extracted 
into 2 Hist. Coll. II. 95— and a letter in the Columbian Centinel, 16 June, 
1819, written by a descendant, John Farmer, Esq. one of the editors of the 
New Hampshire Historical Collections, and, with some improvement, taken in- 
to their volume now in the press, page 252. There are some interesting ma- 
terials in the work of Johnson, that can be found in no other place ; but the 
style is above or below criticism. 

S For manure. The husbandry, taught our fathers by the Indians, whose 
contented indolence permitted them to seek no better compost, with materials 
for which, especially marine grasses, the shores and woods abounded, lasted, 
I imagine, not much beyond their exclusive devotion to the cultivation of 
maize. 
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'Without smy license from the court. And for lands, he had Ijdis- 
posed of none^ll otherwise than the deputy and other of the 
assistants had done, — he had only given his consent, |pbut|| re- 
ferred them to the court, &c. But the deputy had taken 
more upon him^ in that, without order of court, he had em- 
paled, at Newtown, above one thousand acres, and had as- 
signed lands to some there. 

5tb. By what authority he had given license to Ratcliff 
and H3rey (being banished men) to stay within our limits. — 
Govemour answered, he did it by that authority, which was 
granted him in court, viz. that, upon any sentence in criminal 
causes, the govemour might, upon cause, stay the execution 
till the next court. Now the cause was, that, being in the 
winter, they must otherwise have perished. 

6tb. Why the fines were not levied. — Govemour answer- 
ed, it belonged to the secretary and not to him: he never 
reAised to sign any that were brought to him ; nay, he had 
called upon the secretary for it ; yet he confessed, that it was 
his judgment, that it were not fit, in the infancy of a common- 
wealth, to be too strict in levying fines, though severe in other 
punishments. 

§7th. That when a cause had been voted by the rest of the 
court, the govemour would bring new reasons, and move them 
to alter the sentence : — which the govemour justified, and all 
approved.§ 

The deputjr havmg made an end, the govemour desired the 
mediators to consider, whether he had exceeded his authority 
or not, and how little cause the deputy had to charge him with 
it ; for if he had made some slips, in two or three years^ go- 
Terament, he ought rather to have covered them, seeing he 
could not be charged that he had taken advantage of his au- 

||oot disposed aDy|| ||^&nd{| 

1 Of Ratcliff nothing need be added to the note on page 56. The other 
culprit was early obnoxious to censnre. At the court, 28 September, 1630, 
be was ^^ enjoined, under the penalty of j£lO, to attend on the court in per- 
son, this day three weeks, to answer divers things objected against him, and to 
remoTe himself out of the limits of this patent before the end of March next.^^ 
Co], jlec. 1. 59. His disregard of the latter part of this order was, perhaps, 
not the only cause of the severity of the sentence in October of the next 
year, ^^that Thomas Gray^s house at Marble Harbour shall be pulled down, 
aod thafno Englishman shall hereafter give house-room to him, or entertain 
, under such penalty as the court shall think meet to inflict.^^ The delay, 



in executing this interdict, by the govemour, was the honourable occasion of 
Dodley^s accusation of him. But the sentence remained, probably, inopera- 
tive ; for, so long after as the court, 5 June, 1638, 1 find the same fellow ^^ cen- 
sored to be severely whipped, and the former execution of banishment to be 
inflicted.'^ Col. Rec. I. 225. 
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iiiority to oppress or wrong any man, or to benefit trimself ; but, 
for want of a pnblick stoc^ had disbursed all common charges 
out of his own estate ; whereas the deputy would never lay out 
one penny, &c. ; and, besides, he could she%v that under his band, 
that would convince him of a ereater exceedbg his authority, 
than all that the deputy could chmrge htm with, viz. that where- 
as Sinks and Johnson were bound in open court to appear at 
next court to account to. Sic* he had, out of court, discharged 
them of their appearance. The deputy answered, that the 

!>arty, to whom they were to account, came to him and con- 
essed that he was satisfied, and that the parties were to go to 
Virginia ; so he thought be might discharge them. 

Though the govemour might justly have refused to arower 
these seven articles, wherewith the deputy had charged hkn, 
both for that he had no knowledge of them before, (die meet- 
ing being only for the deputy his personal grievances,) and also 
for that the governour was not to give account of his actions to 
any but to the court ; yet, out of his desire of the publick peace, 
and to clear his reputation with those to whom the deputy had 
accused htm, he was willing to give him satisfaction, to the end, 
that he might free him of such jealousy as he had conceived, 
that the ^vemour intended to make himself popular, that he 
might gam absolute power, and bring all the assistants under 
his subjection ; which was very improbable, seeing the gover- 
nour had propounded in court to have an order established for 
limiting the govemour's authority, and had himself drawn arti- 
cles for that end, which had been approved and established by 
the whole court ; neither could he justly be charged to have 
transgressed any of them. So the meeting breaking up, wtthoiit 
any other conclusion but the commending the success of it by 
prayer to the Lord, the governour brought the deputy onward 
of his way, and every man went to his own home. §See two 
pages after.§ 

5.] The sachem, who was joined with Canonicus the great 
sachem of Naragansett, called Mecumeh, after Miantonomoh, 
being at Boston, where [he] had lodged two nights with his 
squaw, and about twelve sanapps, being present at the sermon, 
three of his sanapps went, in the mean time, and brake into a 
neighbour's house, &c. Complaint bein^ made thereof to the 
govemour, after evening exercise, he told the sachem of it, and 
with some difficulty caused him to make one of his sanapps to 
beat theoL, and then sent them out of the town ; but brought the 
sachem and the rest of [the] company to his bouse, and made 
much of them, (as he had done before,^ which he seemed to be 
well pleased with ; but that evening he departed. 
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At a court not long before, two of Chickatabott's men were 
convenled and convicted for assaulting some English of Dorw 
Chester in tbeir bouses, &c. They were put in the bilboes, 
and ChkkataboC required to beat them, which be did. 

[Large blank.] 

The congregation of Boston and Charlestown began the 
meeting-house at Boston, for which, and Mr. Wilson's house, 
they had made a voluntary contribution of about one hujKlred 
and twenty pounds* 

[Blank.] 

14*] Fair weather and small wind, and N. E. at Boston, 
and, at the same time, such a tempest of wind N. E. a little with- 
oat the bay, as no boat could bear sail, and one had her mast 
bon^ by the board. So again, when there hath [been] a verr 
tempest at N. W. or W. in the bay, there hath been a stark 
calm one league or two offshore*^ 

This summer was very wet and cold, (except now and then a 
hot day or two,) which caused great store of musketoes and 
ratlle-snakes* The corn, in the ory, sandy grounds, was much 
better than other years, but in the ||fatter|| grounds much worse; 
and in Boston, &c much shorn down close by the ground with 
worms. 

The windmill was brought down to Boston, because, where 
it stood near |pNewtown,|| it would not grind but with a westerly 
wllid* 

Mr. ipOIdhamJl had a small house near the wear at Watertown, 
made all of clapboards, burnt down by making a fire in it 
when k had no chimney. 

This week they |t^had|| in barley and oats, at Sasus, above 
twenty acres good corn, and ||'sownp with the plousn. 

Great store of eels and lobsters in the bay. Iwro or three 
boys have brought in a bushel of great eels at a time, and 
sixty great lobsters. 

The ^Braintree company, (which had begun to sit down at 

||flatter|| |pWatertown|| ||3Pelham|| ||4harve8tetl|| ||58trove|| 



J This sentence, in different ink, was probably written some time after 
tbe preceding. 

S Deri?iiig their name from a village in England, (near Chelmsford, where 
Mr. Hooker was the preacher.^ It was, like many others, perpetuated, by 
the allection of the settlers, in Massaohusetts ; but, on a division of the town, 
the part, first occupied, nearest the bay, in which Mount Wollaston is in» 
cloded, was called Quincy. See note on page 43. 
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Mount WoHastoO)) by order of court, removed to Newtown. 
These were Mr. ^Hooker's company. 

The govemouFs wife was delivered of a son, who was bap- 
tized by the name of ^Williamk The governour himself held 
the child to baptism, as others in the congregation did use. 
William signifies a common man, &c. 

30.] Notice being given of ten sagamores and many In- 
dians assembled at ^Muddy River, the governour sent Capt. 
HUnderhill,!! with twenty musketeers, to "discover, &c. ; but at 
Roxbury they heard they were broke up. 

September 4.] One ^Hopkins, of Watertown, was convict 
for selling a piece and pistol, with powder and shot, to James 
Sagamore, for which he had sentence to be whipped and 
branded in the cheek. It was discovered by an Indian, one 
of Jan^es's men, upon promise of concealing him, (for other- 
wise he was sure to be killed.) 

[Large blank.] 

The ministers afterward, for an end of the difference be- 
tween the governour and deputy, ordered, that the governour 
should procure them a minister at Newtown, and contribute 
somewhat towards his maintenance for a time; or, if he could 
not, by the spring, effect that, then to give the deputy, towards 
his charges in building there, twenty pounds. The governour 
accepted this order, and promised to perform it in one of the 
kinds. But the deputy, having received one part of the order, 

Mc — a 

1 His company came before their pastor. Of Hooker enoagh will be 
found in the Magnalia, in HoImes^s Historj of Cambridge, 1 Hist. CoU. VH. - 
38, in Trumbuirs Connecticut, I. 293, and in the biographical works of Eliot 
and Allen, to excuse the editor from any farther research. The high esteem, 
in which he was held, will often appear in the progress of this work. A line 
of pious, useful and honourable descendants have embaliued tlie memory of 
their ancestor ; and, in a former age, his writings were valued with those of the 
very first class of New England divines. 

3 Knowing nothing more of this son, I presume he died soon, as our Town 
Registry does not even enrol his birth. The church record is, ^^ William, 
son of our brother John W inthrop, governour, baptized 26 of 6, 1632," 

3 This place is now the village of Brookline, the most beautiful in New 
England \ for a very minute account of which, see 2 Hist. Coll. II. 140. 

4 Notice of this misdemeanour, in Colony Records, I. 93, concludes with 
a suggestion, proving the correct estimate by our ancestors of the dangers of 
such trade with the Indians, though melancholy experience showed the im- 
practicability of prevention : ^* Hereupon it was propounded, if this offence 
should not be punished hereafter by death. Referred to the next court to be 
determined." Of the offender nothing more is discpverable, than that his 
given name was Richard. 
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returned tbe same to the govemonr, with this reason to Mn 
Wilson, that he was so well persuaded of the govemour's love 
to him, and did prize it so much, as if ||they|| had given him one 
hundred pounds instead of twentj pounds, he would not have 
taken it. 

Notwithstanding the heat of contention, which had been be^ 

tween the governour and deputy, yet they H^usuallyH met about 

their affairs, and that without any appearance of any breach 

• or discontent; and ever after kept peace and good corres-' 

pondency together, in love and friendship.^ 

One ^Jenkins, late an inhabitant of Dorchester, and now 
removed to Cape Porpus, went with an Indian up into [the] 
country with store of goods to truck, and, being asleep in a 
wigwam ||'of || one of Passaconamy's men, was killed m the 
night by an Indian, dwelling near the Mohawks' country, who 
fled away with his goods, hut was fetched back by Passacona* 
my. There was much suspicion, that the Indians had some 
plot against the English, both for that many Naragansett men, 
4Lc. gathered together, who, with those of these parts, pretend* 
ed to make war upon the Neipnett men, and divers insolent 
speeches were usea by some of them, and they did not frequent 
our- houses as they were wont, and one of their pawawes told usg 
that there was a conspiracy to cut us off to get our victuals 
and other substance. Upon this th^re was a camp pitched at 
Boston in the night, to exercise the soldiers against need might 
be; and Capt. Underbill (to try how they would behave them- 
selves) caused an alarm to be given upon the quarters^ which 
discovered the weakness of our people, who, like men amazed, 
knew not how to behave themselves, so as the officers could 
not draw them into any order. All the rest of the plantations 
took the alarm and answered it; but it caused much fear and 
distraction among the common sort, so as some, which knew of' 
it before, yet through fear had forgotten, and believed the In- 
dians had been upon us. We doubled our guards, and kept 
watch each day and nisht. 

14.] The rumour still increasing, the three next sagamwea^ 
were sent for, who came presently to the governour^ 

gheB gSpeaceablyH P^'M 

1 In a later hand tbe last clause appears ; and it was, perhaps, introduced 
lAer the familj nnion between the respective children^ 

> Perhaps the settlement of that portion of the coast of Maine, which itf 
■ow in the town of Amndel, would not be known to hare been made w 
•arljr, without this sentence of oar text Nothing more of J«nkin# is kaowi^ 
l» me, thaa here mserted, of the manner of his death. 

12 VOL. h 
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16, being the Lord's day.] In the evening Mr. Peirce, in 
the ship Lyon, arrived, and came to an anchor before Boston. 
He brought one hundred and twenty-three passengers, whereof 
fifty children, all in health ; and ||lost|| not one person by the 
way, save his carpenter, who fell overboard as be was caulk- 
ing a port. They had been twelve weeks aboard, and eight 
Tveeks from the Land's End. He had five days east wind and 
thick fog, so as he was forced to conoe, all that time, by the 
lead ; and the first land he made was Cape Ann. 

22.] The Barnstable ship went out at f Pullen|| Point to 
Marble Harbour. 

S7.] A day of thanksgiving at Boston for the good news of 
the prosperous success of the king of Sweden, &c., and for the 
' safe arrival of the last ship and all the passengers, &c. 

October 18.] Capt. ^Camock, and one Mr. ^odfry, a 

[jle^n ||3He]en'8|| 

1 Hubbard, 216, was therefore mistaken in saying, that Cammock came 
not ^^ to New England till about the year 1633 ;^* and as he, with Henry Jos- 
selyn, Belk. N. H. I. 21, was appointed attorney, in a deed of 3 November, 
1631, to give possession to Sir F .Gorges and other grantees of the president 
and counci] of New England, I conclude, that be had either settled before at 
Piscataqua, or a little to the eastward, or was at that time projecting the ex- 
pedition, whiteh he made in the following spring. Sullivan, in his History of 
Maine, 128, says, that ^^ the council of f limouth, in the year 1629, granted to 
Thomas Cammock, five thousand acres in Black Point, now in Scarborough, 
which are held on the east side of that town, under the title of that grant, at 
this day. Cammock was the nepheto of the Earl of Warwick, and came over 
in 1663, and died at Scarborough.^' Perhaps this was designed to show the 
first voyage, and, if so, the errour arose from inadvertently talking the date of 
John Josselyn's second voyage for the first, in 1638, in which this genllemany 
page 10, informs us, that Cammock, whom he calls ^^ a near kinsman of the 
earl,'' was his fellow passenger. But it is plain enough, from the text, that he 
was here long before. 

» Edward Godfrey was verj honourably entrusted by Mason and bit joint 
adventurers, as appears by a letter of 6 December, 1632, preserved in Bel- 
knap's N. H., I. Appendix iii. In the charter from Sir F. Gorges, for incor- 
poration of Agamenticus, or Acomenticus, 10 April, 1641, in Haz. I. 472, he 
IS named first of the aldermen. He became govemour of the province of 
Maine in 1651 ; but was compelled, the< following year, to submit, with the 
other inhabitants of that quarter of the country, to the government of Massa- 
chusetts, whose commissioners appointed him, with three others, to hold 
county courts. Ha». 1, 564 — 577. Vet, in 1658, his hopes of independence 
teem to have revived ; for, in Hutchinson's Coll. 314, we find a petition from 
York, Kiltery, Wells, &c. to his highness, the lord protector, against his 
design ; and from the document next m that collection, a letter from Leverett 
to the government of Massachusetts, it seems, that Godfrey was the most ac* 
tive or most powerful of the discontented. That petition of the hyal inhabi- 
tants was a strange libel on their country, representing the parts eastward^ 
which are now found to be much the best, as ^^ uninhabitable, sterile lands^ 
•wamps and rocky mountains, as not more than a few shreds are left by the 
sea shore fit for cohabitation.'* Any good or evil contequences at that time 
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merchant, came from Pascataquack in Captain Neal his pin- 
nace, and brought sixteen hogsheads of corn to the mill. 
They went awaj November [blank.l 

25.1 The govcrnour, with Mr. Wilson, pastor of Boston, 
and the two captains, &c. went aboard the Lyon, and from 
thence Mr. Peirce carried them in his shallop to Wessaguscus. 
The next morning Mr. Peirce returned to his ship, and the 
govemour and his company went on foot to Plimouth, and 
came thither within the evening. The governour of Plimouth, 
Mr. William Bradford, (a very discreet and grave man,) with 
Mr. ^Brew^ter, the elder, and some others, came forth and 
met them without the town, and conducted them to the rover- 
nour's house, where they were very kindly entertained, and 
feasted every day at several houses. On the Lord^s day 
there was a sacrament, which they did partake in ; and, in the 
afternoon, Mr. Roger Williams (according to their custom) 
propounded a question, to which the pastor, Mr. ^Smith, spake 



were preTented by the decettse of the great protector. But though the com- 
plamts were renewed after the restorattoD, Tsee Leverett's letter of 13 Sep- 
tember, 1660, in Hutchinson^s Coll. 322,) and thus afforded a pretext for the 
temporary separation dhrected by the royal commissioners some years after, I 
know not that any benefit was obtained by Godfrey. He is, perhaps, the 
gentleman referred to in the Narrative, Hutchinson^s Coll. 423, ^^ who refused 
to submit to the Massachusetts, and su^red great loss by them, showed the 
commitsiooers a warrant the Massachusetts made to have him brought to Bos- 
ton, alive or dead, and now demands justice against them.'*' 

The errour of Prince, II. 70, who, transcribing this passage from our au- 
thor, gives yuey instead of Godfrey, must render cautious all decypherers 
of ancient proper names, in which 1 have often fallen, for a time, into as great 
mistakes. 

1 It would be presumption, without hope, for me to attempt any memoir 
of Elder William Brewster, after the elaborate account in Belknap^s American 
Biography, it. 252. 

9 In the govemour and company's letter to Endecott, 1629, is contained 
fbe earliest notice of the Rev. Ralph Smith, ^^ his difference in judgment in 
tome things from our ministers'' being therein referred to as a caution agttinst 
distraction in the Salem church. Haz. I. 260. His stay at that place, howev- 
er, was very short ; for we learn from Bradford, in Prince, 1. 188, that he went 
to Nantasket, where he was foiiod living ^^ in a poor house, that would not 
keep him dry," and desired a better residence. Being carried to Plimouth, 
be became their minister for several years. In Morton, I discern his name 
only twice, and then with no epithets of reverence or circumstance of im- 
portance, except that of making, in 1638, complaint against Gorton ; thus be- 
ing the earliest of the numerous adversaries of the unhappy sectarian. But 
the History of Plimouth Church, } Hist. Coll. IV. 108, wriUen, indeed, so 
lately as 1760, informs of his resi^ation of office in 1635, at the request of 
some of the flock, and partly of his own accord ; and therefore I infer, that 
tbe controversy with Gorton arose not from his station. In that tract Smith 
Ift ealled ^^ a man of low gifts and parts." How long he continued to reside^ 
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briefly; then Mr. Williams prophesied ; and after the govemour 
of Plimouth spake to the question ; ^fter him the elder ; then 
some two or three more of the congregation. Then the elder 
desired the governour of Massachusetts and Mr. Wilson to 
speak to it, which they did. When this was ended, the dea« 
con, Mr. ^Fuller, put the congregation in mind of their duly of 
cbntribution 5 whereupon the governour and all the rest went 
down to the deacon's seat, and put into the box, and then 
l*etumed. 

27.] The wind N. W., Mr. Peirce set sail for Virginia. 

31, being Wednesday*] About five in the morning the go^ 
vemour and his company came out of Plimouth 5 the governour 
of Plimouth, with the pastor and elder, &c. accompanying 
them near half a mile out of town in the dark. The Lieut. 
^Holmes, with two others, and the governour's ||mare,|p came 
along with them to the great swamp, about ten miles. When 
they came to the great *river, they were carried over by one 
^Luddam, their guide, (as they had been when they came, the 
stream being very strong, and up to the crotch ;) so the governour 
called that passage Lqddam's Ford. Thence they came to 
a place called ^Hue's Cross. The governour, being displeaaecl 

||maD|| 



where he was i o lightly eiteemed, ia not certainly known ; but the latter part 
of thit History, 1645, tells, that the people of Manchester, not then formed 
(nto a church body, bad employed him to preach to them. Neither £liot not 
Allen have given him a pl^ce in their dictionaries. 

1 Samuel FoDer was a gentleman high in esteem at Plimouth. He had 
been chosen to his office in Holland, with Gov. Carver, whom he accompa- 
nied in the first ship. He is duly honoured by Eliot, though his article 
should bare been enlarged, from Morton^s Memorial, with the date of bis 
death, 1633. 

9 After the perfect memoir of Holmes, by Judge Davis, in his edition of 
the New England Memorial, nothing should be expected here to extend tbe 
reader^s acquaintance with him. 

^ Winthrop had gone to Plimouth, on foot, from Wessaguscus, as his nar- 
rative just before showed. His friend, the governour of the elder colony^ 
sent him back with bis own horse. I have no doubt of the MS., though tbe 
former edition had man, 

^ Now called North River — a stream rendered important by the great 
number of ships built upon its banks. See the copious account of Scituate, 
2 Hist CoU. iV. 227. 

s I have not learned any tiling of this man, no? been able even to ascertain 
precisely where the fording place was. 

^ Hue could hardly have been of much consequence in the govemour'a 
opinion, and we can scarcely jostiiy his displeasure at the trifle. Anticipa- 
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at tbe name, in respect that such things might hereafter give the 
Papists occasion to saj, that their religion was first planted in 
these parts, changed the name, and called it Hue's Folly. 
So they came, that evening, to ^Wessaguscus, where they were 
bountifully entertained, as before, with store of turkeys, geese, 
ducks, &c., and the next dav came safe to Boston. ^^ 

About this time Mr. Dudley his. house, at ||Newtown,|| was « 
preserved from burning down, and all his family from being 
destroyed by gunpowder, by a marvellous deliverance; — the 
hearth of the hall chimney burning all night upon a principal 
§beam,§ and store of powder being near, and not discovered 
till they arose in the morning, and then it began to flamei 
out. ""^ 

- Mr. John Eliot, a member of Boston congregation, and one 
whom the ||^congre^tion|| intended presently to call to the office. 
of teacher, was called to be a teacher to the |pchurch|| at Rox- 
bory ; and though Boston laboured all they could, both with 
the congregation of Roxbury and with Mr. Eliot himself, alleg- 
ing their want of him, and the covenant between them, &c. 
Jet be could not be diverted from accepting the call of Rox- 
ury, November 5. So he was dismissed. 
About a fortnight before this, those of Charlestown, who 
had formerly been joined to Boston congregation, now, in re- 
gard of the difficulty of passage in the winter, and having op- 

||Watertowp|| ||9company|| H^companylj 



tioB of so great an empire as grew in two hundred years from their planting, 
/Bonld not consist with the fear, that Papists might saj their religion was first 
settled here. By the antiqnary of Plimonth we are told of ^^ Bewes^ Cross 
Brook,^^ and that John Hewes was one of the first settlers of Scituate. 2 Hist. 
CoU. IV. 303. The act of jurisdiction by Winthrop, in thus changing i^ 
within the limits of another colony, was a slight usurpation. 



1 Tbe settlements of this place are mentioned, in order of time, on page 43. 
la 1624, ^^ some addition to the few inhabitants of Wessaguscus, from Wer- 
mouth in England,^' is given by Prince, I. 150 ; but his authority being only 
manoscript letters, written, perhaps, more than a hundred years later, and 
probably embodying idle traditions, I am not disposed to give much credit to 
tfaem, especiaUy as the contemporary. Got. Bradford, remarks with emphasis^ 
ih. 144, that the second plantation came to an end in the spring of that very 
year. Besides, the exquisite diligence of the Annalist found no opportunity 
even to name the spot again before the year 1628. p. 176. Then the iu 
conduct of Morton and his clan rendered necessary the interference of ^^ the 
chief of the straggling plantations from Piscatowa^, Naumkeak, Winisimetj 
'Wesagnscusset, Natasoo, and other places.^^ This was the celebrated and 
ellicient expedition of Standjsh. Prince's authority for this is the same chief 
of Plimonth, whose information b always most minute and satisfactory. Per- 
haps, is^ 16S7, some settlers bad reoccupied the Tacant fields. 
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porlunity of a pastor, one Mr. yames, who came over at this 
time, were dismissed from the congregation of Boston.® 

1 He remained at Charlestown little over three years, as, in the progress 
of this History, will be seen. Thence he removed to New Haren, where he 
resided some years, except while engaged on a mission, in 1642 and 3, to 
Virginia; and Eliot has erroneonsly related, that at New Haven be finished 
the remainder of his days. He was at Ecstbampton, on Long Island, in 
1655. Haz. II. 341. Hubbard, 191, says, James "returned back to Eng. 
land, where he was accepted as n faithful minister of the gospel, and con* 
tinued in that work till the year 1678, at Needham, in Suffolk, which wat 
about the eighty-sixth year of his age, and may yet be living.*^ I am the 
more diposed to value highly this original information of Hubbard, as it is 
of so very rare occurrence. Prince, ll. 77, is still more full than the con- 
temporary historian. But Calamy, there quoted, must be wrong in mak^ 
ing him resign "the parochial church of Needham August S(4, 1662;'' for, 
by the accounts of the commissioners of the United Colonies, be seeroi to 
have been in their employment as a teacher of the Indians on Long Island, 
. «ntil 1665. Mather blunders in giving tteo of the name, one at Charles- 
town — as if he had continued in our neighbourhood — the other at E^ast- 
bampton ; but, with his habitual carelessness, he omits the name of baptism 
of both. Had he ascertained that, he might, perhaps, have inferred the 
identity of tlie person, and struck out No. 10 of his second classis. AUea 
omits the name of Thomas James. 

9 In the books of our divinef:, the order of time, in which the churches of 
Massachusetts were gathered, has often been noticed ; but it will be found, 
that they have, in general, deferred too easily to the authority of Johnson's 
"Wonder»working Providence. That writer did not, probably, mean to be 
precise on this point ; or, if he did, is entitled to little regard. Holmes, 
in his History of Cambridge, 1 Ilist. Coll. VII. 15, foUows the general cur- 
rent; and, though he made a partial correction, 1 Hist. Coll. X. 314, he only 
increases the injustice on Johnson's authority. The six churches neit after 
Salem, he assigns to 1631, when not one was gathered that year. Half were 
in 1630, and half in 1632. With reference to Boston, he made amends, 
indeed, in Annals, I. 267, by suggesting, what nobody can fail to acquiesce 
in, that our church may be considered as translated in its organized state 
from Charlestown ; though his expressions, compared with those of page 
£62, where he enumerates only six, mstead of seven, show his timidity. 9till 
his injustice to Watertown remains unexpiated. The scrupulous attention of 
this most diligent annalist would have protected him from my humble animad- 
Tersion, in a particular of so slight importance, did he not receive encourage- 
ment from companions of the highest character. Judge Davis, in the beauti- 
ful address on the anniversary of the Plimouth forefathers' landing, 22 Decem- 
ber, 1813, with which the Jint voloine of 2 Hut. Coll. appropriately com- 
mences, has, page ix, injuriously postponed Watertown to Roxbury and Ljmn. 
In his note F. a severe observer will, indeed, find reason to presume, that the 
author's judgment would give Watertown priority over those churches, not- 
withstanding the rank of Johnson. The body of that note, however, is occu- 
pied with disputing the claim of Watertown to stand second only to Salem. 
Eliot, in his invaluable essays on our ecclesiastical history, 1 Hist. Coll. X. 26, 
obeys, against his own knowledge, the direction of Wonder-working Provi- 
dence ; and Harris's History of Dorchester betrays the right to the second 
honour for that church. The Century Sermon of the late Dr. Kendall, in 
a note on pages 20, 21, irresistibly draws me to his opinion, by which 
Watertown is determined to a rank equal with Boston. ^>July &, 1630, 
at Watertown, forty men subscribed a church covenant." Now, ther^ 
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Tbe congregation of Watertown discharged iheir elder, 
Richard Brown, of his office, for his unfitness in regard of his 



can be no evidence, that any others, bat Salem and Dorchester, preceded ; 
tbonj^ the right of Wilson^s (Boston) church to date from the tcmu day 
it established bv Judge Davis^s argument from the contemporaneous narra- 
tive of Bradford, in Prince, I. 243. We cannot doubt the preqedence of 
Dorchester, and its claim to be reckoned in June, 1630, because, when 
the first court of assistants, 23 August, provided ^^ how the ministers shall 
be maintained-,^' afid made a conunon charge on the colony for Wilson's 
(Boeton) and Phillips's (Watertown) salaries, Mattapan and Salem were 
excepted. This, from the Records of Massachusetts, Prince, !• 247, must 
satisfy every one, that the former was considered in a church state no 
less than the latter. Our Dorchester settlers had an embodied church, we 
know, when they left home in March, and undoubtedly had regular ordi- 
nances vrith their two ministers after arrival in Massachusetts, in June. 
Prince, I. 200. Whether Rozbury, or Lynn, which come in the third 
year, have records to show which may certainly claim priority, is unknown, 
probably, to themselves. Books cannot assist us in determining. See Prince, 
11. 64, 68, and Johnson, lib. I. c. 21, 22. 

A strange obliquity of iudgment has applied the facts in our text to sus- 
tain the precedency of Charlestown to Boston church. The pastor and the 
iock, rather than the place of their assembly, ought surely to entitle any 
society of worshippers to be thought the same, and not another. Even if 
CjLclosive regard be paid to place, the church of Charlestown loses more 
than it can gain ; for, in September, 1630, the greater part of the congre- 
gation lived on this side of the river ; and in that month, for the last time, 
the court of assistants met at Charlestown. There the body of the church 
remained, therefore, less than three months. The worship, afterwards, was 
always here ; yet, for twenty-five months more, there was but one church 
of worshippers from both sides. The History always calls this congre- 
gation — a word, which, unless plainly used as a distinction from those in 
■ore intimate brotherhood, must always be understood by the reader as 
signers of the church covenant — the congregation of Boston. The dismis- 
sion of Mr. James, and the thirty-two other brethren, little more than one 
Ibiirth of the whole, is from Boston to Charlestown. We have every light 
on this subject, that Prince enjoyed, and are fully justified in forming a 
different conclusion from his, if his, which is doubtful, be adverse to ihia 
now expressed. If reference be made to custom or common law, tbe 
identity of a body corporate, like each of our churches, must be shown 
by its records. This evidence is, of course, in favour of Boston. In fur 
twe days, I persuade myself, a contrary opinion will seem as strange, as 
the assertion in the Historical Sketch of Charlestown, 2 Hist. Coll. II. 164, 
that Winthrop and his company came in 1629. 

To conclude this long note, I solicit indulgence for the following ar- 
■angement of the early churches of Massachusetts proper, which to me 
appears most probable : 



I. Salem, 1629, 6 August. 
II. Dorchester, 1630, June. 

V. i Koxbury, 1632, July. 
VI. J Lynn, 1632. 
Vll. Charlestown, 1632, 2 Nov. 
VIIL Cambridge, 1633, 11 Ootober. 
IX. Ipswich, 1634, 



X. Newbury, 1635. 

XI. Weymouth, 1635, July. 

XU. Hingham, 1635, September. 

XIII. Concord, 1636, 5 July. 

XIV. Dedham, 1638, 8 November. 
XV. Quin#y, 1639, 17 Sept. 

XVI. Rowley, 1639, 3 December, 

XVII. Salisbury. 

XVIII. Sudbury, 1640, August. 
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passion and distemper in speech, having been oft admonished 
and declared his repentance for it. 

21.] The governour received a letter from Capt. Neal, 
that ||t)]xj|| ^Bull and fifteen more of the English, who kept 
about the east, were turned pirates, and had taken divers 
boats, and rifled Pemaquid, &c. — 23. Hereupon the governour 
called a council, and it was agreed to send his baric with twenty 
men, to join with those of Pascataquack, for the taking of the 
said pirates. 

22.1 A fast was held by the congregation of Boston, and 
Mr. Wilson (formerly their teacher) was chosen pastor, and 
[blank] K)liver a ruling elder, and both were ordained by impo* 



XIX. Gloucester, 1642. XXV. Reading, 1645, 5 Not. 

XX. Woburn, 1642, 24 Augnst. XXVf. Springfield, 1646. 

XXI. Hull, 1644, Juljr. H XXVII. Manchester. 

XXII. Wenham, 1644, 8 October. XXVIII. MaJden. 

1^1". \ Haverhill, ) ^^^^^ XXIX. Boston, 2d, 1650, 5 June. 

1 Of this miserable fellow, it canhot be expected, that any memoirt 
should remain. It seems probable, that the loi>s of his shallop and goods, 
reported^ in June preceding, to be taken bj the French, maj have led him 
and his companions to this renunciation of the friendship of the rest of the 
settlements on the coast. Thej seem to have committed no outrages. Capt. 
Clap, in Prince, II. 91, gives the largest account of their operations, and con- 
cludes, ^^ Bull got into England ; Imt God destroyed this wretched man.^^ 

S Thomas Oliver, whose name occurs several times in the course of thit 
History, was undoubtedly an estimable and useful man ; but little is known of 
faim. Reverence for his eldership, probably, kept him from other services, 
either offered by his townsmen, or sought by his own ambition $ but be was 
several yean one of the selectmen. He died in the latter part of 1657, 1 
conclude, from finding his will proved, 27 January following, m our Registry, 
I. 300. His wife had, with himself, accompanied John Winthrop the younger, 
probably, as their numbers in our church are 132 and 133. She died in 163S. 
His son, John, H. C, 1645, islEonourably mentioned in a later part of thia 
work. His son, Peter, was father of Nathaniel, bom 8 March, 1651, of whom 
the first newspaper printed in North America, the Boston Newdetter, 94 
April, 1704, has this notice : *^ Mr. Nathaniel Oliver, a principal merchant o€ 
this place, died April 15, and was decently interred April 18, »ta^ 53.^* 
The same son, one of the chief founders of Boston Third Church, was also 
father of the Hon. Daniel Oliver, who died 1732. Of him and the sons, An- 
drew, lieutenant governour, and Peter, chief justice, distinguished in the po- 
litical history of the province of Massachusetts Bay, as well as others of the 
name, full biographies are given by Eliot. They are written with an honoura- 
ble impartiality, for the want of which, in a son of the chief justice, to whom 
application was made by a son of the biographer, for leave to copy a small 
part of his transcript of Hubbard's History, liberal minds wiH make large esti-. 
mate of the evils of rincorous remembrance incident to eivil conflicts. See 
3 Hist Coll. III. 288. But the denial was of no detriment to any other than 
the possessor ; for every careful student of Hubbard woold easily part with 
half that we have. 
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sition of hands, first by the teacher^ and ||the|| two deacons, (in 
the name of the congregation,) upon the elder, and then by the 
elder and the deacons upon the pastor. 

December 4.] At a meeting of all the assistants, it was 
agreed, in regard that the extretnity Of the |psnow|| and frost 
had hindered the making ready of the bark, and that they had 
certain intelligence, that those of Pascataquack had sent out 
two pinnaces and twp shallops, above a fortnight before, to de- 
fer any further expedition against the pirates till they heard 
what was done by those ; and for that end it was agreed, to 
send presently a shallop to Pascataquack to learn |pmore,|| &c- 

5.1 Accordingly, the governour despatched away John 
KSalTopp with his shallop. The wind being very great at 
S. W., he could reach no farther than Cape Ann harbour that 
night ; and the winds blowing northerly, he was kej^t there so 
long, that it was January the 2d before he returned. 

By letters from Capt. Neal and Mr. ^Hilton, &c. it was 
||tben|| , ||esea8on|| ||3Dew8|| 

1 Mention is often made of this person, who was a fisherman well ac- 
quainted with onr harbour, in which an island perpetuates his name. He was 
admitted of the church 5 January, 1633 — 4. His will, Prob. Rec. I. 292, 
made 20 December, 1649, proved 9 Februarj following, shows that he had 
less education than most of our earljr inhabitants, since it is signed with a 
cross. In it he gives forty shillings towards building the new meeting-house, 
which was that for the Second Church. 

S Edward Hilton and his brother William, with a few others, sent by 
Goiiges and Mason, were the first planters of New Hampshire in 1623. See 
Hubbard, 214. The name of Edward, who was a gentleman of g6od judg-* 
■lent, is often found in our History ; and in 1641, when Massachusetts usurp- 
ed the jurisdiction of the colony of New Hampshire, he became a magistrate^ 
WiUiam had visited New Plimouth, before settling on the Piscataqua, as ap- 
pears by a letter from him, Haz. I. 120, extracted from " New England^s 
Tryals,^' published, iti 1622, by the celebrated John Smith. The note of 
Haiard, that the vessel, which carried this letter, left New Elngland the be- 
pnning of April, 1621, is not given with his usual accuracy. The Mayflower, 
m which came the first company of one hundred and one, among whom was 
not Hilton, was the only vessel. Prince, I. 104, that could leave Plimouth in 
April, 1621. On recurring to the original authority of Hazard, Purchases 
Pi^ms, lib. X. c. 3, page 1840 of vol. IV. compared with Prince, I. 114, 
I find the Fortune arrived «gai» at Plimouth in November, 1621. William 
Hilton was, therefore, a passenger in her, with the venerable Cushman, and 
by her, in December of the same year, was his epistle returned. Descendants 
of one, or b^th, of these brothers, are found in New Hampshire, of whom one, 
Wintbrop, a distinguished officer in the Indian and French wars, was killed 
by the savages near his own home, 23 June, 1710. Some genealogical ac- 
coant of the families may be seen in Alden^s Collection of Epitaphs, II. 131. 
One, a grandchild of the above-named Winthrop, died in March, 1822, in 
pMsession of part of the unalienated estate of two centuries. Gov. Joseph 
Dudley calls the grandfather his dear kinsman^ and it is agreeable to find the 
adoption by this family of a name of baptism from the father of Massachusetts. 
It n still borne by a gentleman of Newmarket. 

13 VOL. I. 
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certified, that they had sent out all the forces tbey could make 
against the pirates, viz. four pinnaces and shallops, and about 
forty men, who, coming to Pemaquid, were there wind-bound 
about three weeks. 

It was forther advertised, by some who came from Penob- 
scott, that the pirates had fost one of their chief men by a 
musket shot from 'Pemaquid ; and that there remained but fif- 
teen, whereof four or five were detained aeainst their wills ; and 
that they had been at some English plantations, and taken 
nothing from them but what they paid for ; and that they had 
given another pinnace in exchange for that of Mr. Maverkk, 
and as much beaver and otter as it was worth more, &c. ; and 
that they had made a law against excessive drinking; and that 
their order was, at such times as other ships use to have prayer, 
they would assemble upon the deck, and one sing a song, or 
speak a few senseless sentences, &c. They also sent a writing, 
directed to all the governours, signifying their intent not to do 
harm to any more of their countrymen, but to go to the south- 
ward, and to advise them not to send against them ; for they 
were resolved to ||«ink|| themselves rather than be taken : 
Signed underneath. Fortune le garde, and no ||^name|| to it. 

January !•] Mr. Edward Winslow chosen governour of^ 
Plimouth, Mr. Bradford having been governour about ten 
years, and now by importunity gat off.* 

9.] Mr. Oliver, a right godly man, and elder of the 
church of Boston, having three or four of his sons, all very 
young, cutting down wood upon the |pneck||, one of them, being 
about fifteen years old, had his brains beaten out with the fall 
of a tree, which he had felled. The good old father (having 
the news of it in as fearful a manner as might be, by another 
boy, his brother) called his wife (being also a very §odly 
woman) and went to prayer, and bare it with much patience 
and* honour. 

17.] The governour, having intelligence from the east, that 
the French had bought the &:ottish ^plantation near Cape 
||8trike|| H^morell j|'rocks|| 

I From Prince, II. 75, we learo, that the people of Plimouth this year 
enacted, ^^ that whoever refuses the office of governour shall pa^ j&tO, unless 
he was chose two years going.^^ A proportional penalty was laid on any re- 
fusing to be a counsellor. This severity has become unnecessary for such 
high offices, though it is found useful to provide similar fines for declining su- 
bordinate ones. 

3 We presume this to mean the plantation, for which Sir William Alexan- 
der had patents from James I. and Charles I. 10 September, 1621, and 12 
Julji 1625, soon after ceded to the French. The settlement was at Port 
Royal. 
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Sable, and that the fort and all the ammunitioii were delivered 
to them, and that the cardinal, havine the managing thereof, 
had sent some companies already, and preparation was made 
to send many more the next year, and divers priests and Jesu- 
its among them,-— called the assistants to Boston, and the minis- 
ters and captains, and some other chief men, to advise what 
was fit to be done for our safety, in regard the French were 
like to prove ill neighbours (being Papists ;) at which meeting 
it was agreed, that a plantation and a fort should forthwith be 
begun at Natascott, partly to be ||some|| block in an enemy's 
way, (though it could not bar |phis|| entrance,) and especially 
to prevent an enemy from taking that passage from us ; and 
also, that the fort begun at Boston should be finished ; — also, 
that a plantation should be begun at Aeawam, (being the best 
place in the land for tillage and cattle,) least an enemy, finding 
It void, should, possess and take it from us. The governour's 
son'(being one of the assistants) was to undertake this, and to 
take no more out of the bay than twelve men ; the rest to be 
supplied at the coming of the next ships. 

A maid servant of Mr. Skelton of Salem, going towards Sa- 
gus, was lost seven days, and at length came home to Salem. 
AH that time she was in the woods, having no kind of food, the 
snow being very deep, and as cold as at any time that winter. 
She was so frozen into the snow some mornings, as she was 
one hour before she could get up ; yet she soon recovered and 
did well, through the Lord's wonderful providence. 
[Large blank.] 

About the beginning of this month of January the pinnaces, 
which went after the pirates, returned, the cold being so great 
as they could not pursue them ; but, in their return, they hanged 
up at Richman's Isle an Indian, one Black Will, one of those 
who had there ^murdered Waller Bagnall. Three of the pi- 
rates' company ran from them and came home. 
[Large blank.] 

February 21.] The govemour and four of the assistanlSi 
with three of the ministers, and others, about twenty-six in all, 
went, in three boats, to view Natascott, the wind W., fair 
weather ; but the wind arose at N. W. so strong, and extreme 
cold, that they were kept there two nights, being forced to 
lodge upon the ground, in an open cottage, upon a little old 

i-tonell ||9tbeir|| 

1 

' That murder was mentioned under date of October, 1631, page 62, a 
year and a quarter before. The process mentioned in the text is more like 
KTenge than justice. Richman^s, or Richmond's Isle, is part of Scarborough. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



100 JOHN WINTHROP. [1633. 

Straw, which they pulled from ihe thatch. Their victuals 
also grew short, so as they were forced to eat muscles, — yet 
they were very ||mean,|| — and came all safe home the third 
day after, through the Lord's special providence. Upon view 
of the place, it was a^eed by all, that to build a fort there 
would be of too great charee, and of little use ; whereupon the 
planting of that place was deferred.* 

22, or thereabouts.] The ship William, Mr. Trcvore master, 
arrived at Plimouth with some passengers and goods for the 
Massachusetts Bay ; but she came to set up a fishing at Scituate, 
V and so to go to trade at Hudson's River. 

By this ship we had intelligence from our friends in England, 
that Sir Ferdinando Gorges and Capt. Mason (upon the instiga- 
tion of Sir Christopher Gardiner, Morton, and Ratcliff) had pre- 
ferred a petition to the lords of the privy council against us, 
charging us with many false accusations ; but, through the Lord's 
good providence, and the care of our friends in England, (es- 
pecially Mr. §Emanuel§ Downing, who had married the govern 
nour's sister,) and the good testimony given on our behalf by 
one Capt. Wiggin, (who dwelt at Pascataquack,) and had been 
divers times among us,) their malicious practice took not effect. 
The principal matter they had against us was, the letters of 
some indiscreet persons among us, who had written against the 
church government §in England,§ &c. which had been inter* 
cepted by occasion of the death of Capt Levett, who carried 
them, and died at sea. 

26.] Two little girls of the governour's family were sitting 
under a great heap of logs, plucking of birds, and the wind 
driving the feathers into the bouse, the governour's wife caused 
them to remove away. They were no sooner gone, but the 
whole heap of logs fell down in the place, and had crushed 
them to death, if the Lord, in bis sf>ecial providence, had not 
delivered them. S 

March.] The governour's son, John Winthrop, went, with 

llmerryll 

1 Readers accustomed to receive, with some hesitation, any iDformation 
from Johnson, will compare the narrative in our text with his, lib. I. c. 28, or 
as it is reprinted in 2 Hist. Coll. 111. 138, 9. A scnitinj of his representation 
discloses a mistake of the time, making it ^^ the vernal of the year 1634 ;^^ 
of the place, ^^ a smaU island, about two miles distant from Boston,^' that is, 
Castle Island, instead of Nantasket ; and of the number, ^^ some eight or ten 
persons of note.^* He wrote eighteen years after the event, and shoWs lit- 
tle precision in any thing but his creed ; yet his book is one of the most 
curious that an inquirer into the manners and Institutions of our fathers 
can peruse. 
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^twelve ||more.|| to begin a plantation at Agawao), after called 
Ipswich. 

[Large blank.] 

One John fI4je, a godly man of Watertown congregation, 
fell distracted, and, getting out one evening, could not be found ; 
but, eight days after, he came again of himself. He had kept 
hb strength and colour, yet had eaten nothing (as must needs 
be conceived) all that time. He recovered his understanding 
again in good measure, and lived very orderly, but would, now 
and then, be a little distempered.^ 

[Blank.] 

April 10.] Here arrived Mr. Hodges, one of Mr. Peirce 
his mates. He came from Virginia in a shallop, and brought 
Bews that Mr. Peirce's ship was cast away upon a shoal four 
miles from ^Feake Isle, ten leagues to the N. of the mouth of 
Virginia Bay, November 2d, about |pfive|| in the morning, the 
wind S. W., through the negligence of one of his mates, who had 
the watch, and kept not his lead as he was |pexhorted||. They 
had a shallop and their ship's boat aboard. All that went into 
the shallop came safe on shore, but the ship's boat was sunk by 
the ship's side, and [blank] men drowned in her, and ten of 
them were taken up alive into the shallop. There were in the 
ship twenty eight seamen and ten passengers. Of these were 
drowned seven seamen and Ave passengers, and all the goods 
were lost, except one hogshead of beaver ; and most of the let- 
ters were saved, and some other small things, which were 
driven on shore the next day, when the ship was broken in 

{menll IPone|| ||3appoiDted|| 

1 At the court, 1 April next, it was ^^ ordered, that no person what- 
•oerer shall go to plant or inhabit at Agawam, without leave from the 
court, except tiiose that are already gone with Mr. John Winthrop, jun.^^ 
Then follows in the Record, I. 96, the list of the others : ^^ Mr. Gierke, 
Robert Coles, Thomas Howlett, John Biggs, John Gage, Thomas Hardj, 
Wilfiam Perkins, Mr. Thomdike, William Sarjeant,'' as in Prince, II. 86. 
Of course, there were three more. 

9 The last sentence appears to have been written, as the sense would 
isduce us also to suppose, sometime later than the preceding. A blank 
had been left for the sufferer^s Christian name, which is inserted in a differ- 
ent ink from the rest of the page. From Watertown Records, 1 find, *'*' Pil- 
grim, daughter of John and Amie Eddie, born 25 August, 1634 ; John, son 
of J. and A. E., bom 16 Februarv, 1636 — ^7, died soon ; Benjamin, son of 
J. and A. E., buried 1639 ; Samuel, son of J. and A. E., bom 30 September, 
1640.^' Another daughter is also mentioned of a later date. 

3 Probably this name was nven as a compliment to the relative of Oov. 
Winthrop, and aaj not have been perpetuated. The island is undoubtedlr 
oo the ocean side of Qie eastern shore of Virginia. In the map of Marylana, 
in O^gilbj's Hifftory of Americi^ it is called Fetche^s Island. 
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pieces. They were nine days in much distress, before they 
found any English. Plimouth men lost four hogsheads, ^900 
pounds of beaver, and 200 otter skins. The governour of 
Massachusetts lost, in beaver and fish, which he sent to Vir- 
ginia, &c. near £100. Many others lost ||beaver,|| and Mr. 
Humfrey fish.^ 

[LftTge blank.] 
May.] The William and Jane, Mr. Burdock master, ar- 
rived with thirty passengers and ten cows (|*or more.|| She 
came in six weeks from London. 

[Blank.] 

. The Mary and Jane arrived, Mr. Rose master. She came 
from London in seven weeks, and brought one hundred and 
ninety-six passengers, (only two children died.) Mr. Codding- 
ton, one of the assistants, and his Vife, came in her. In her 
return she was cast away upon Isle Sable, but [blank] men 
were saved. 

By these ships we understood, that Sir Christopher Gardiner, 
and Thomas Morton, and Philip Ratcliff, (who had been punish- 
ed here for their misdemeanours,) had petitioned to the king 
and council against us, (being set on by Sir Ferdinando Gorges 
and Capt. Mason, who had begun a plantation at Pascataquack, 
and aimed at the general government of New England for their 
agent there, Capt. Neal.) The petition was of many sheets of 
paper, and contained many false accusations, (and among some 
truths misrepeatcd,) accusing us to intend rebellion, to have 
cast off our allegiance, and to be wholly separate from the 
church and laws of England ; that our ministers and people did 

Hskinsll H^one mare|| 

1 These figures, taken from the margin, were designed, as I think, to 
represent the quantity, not the value ; the pounds avoirdupois, not, as the 
former editor had it, pounds sterling. Of this construction I felt confident 
before knowing the concurrence of Prince, II. 87. He inserts a cbaracterit- 
tick letter from Capt. Peirce about the shipwreck. 

s She was bound to England, after stopping to trade at Virginia, probably 
4o receive tobacco for her fish. The skins from Massachusetts were, ef 
course, destined for London. I have seen several letters from friends in Eng^ 
land to John Winthrop, jun. here, acknowledging receipt of epistles tent by 
this vessel, which, having been drenched in the sea, wer< hardly legible by h« 
correspondents. 

3 Her name was Mary, and she is the 158th member of Boston church. 
Coddington had lost the wife he brought in the first expedition, as appears by 
Dudley^s letter, in the great mortalitv of the seasoning. He went to f^g- 
land early in 1631. Gov. Winthrop, ra writing to his son, in a letter of (hat 
date, in the Appendix, desires him to favour Coddinglon't applioatioQ to kii 
9i$t€ry whom 1 presume to be the widow of Henry. 
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continually rail against the state, church and bishops there, &;c. 
Upon which such of our company as were then in England, viz. 
Sir Richard Saltonstall, Mr. Hucnfrey, and Mr. Cradock, were 
called before a commtttee of the council, to whom they deliver- 
ed in an answer in writing;^ upon reading whereof, it pleased 
the Lord, our gracious Grod and Protector, so to work with the 
k>rd8, and after with the kins^s majesty, when the whole matter 
was reported to him by Sir Thomas Jermin, one of the council, 
(but not of the committee, who yet had been present at the 
three days of hearing, and spake much in the commendation of 
the governour, both to the lords and after to his majesty,) that \ 
he said, he would have them severely punished, who did abuse v 
Khis govemourjl and the plantation ; that the defendants were 
dismissed with a favourable order for their encouragement, - 
being assured from some of the council, that his majesty did 
not intend to impose the ceremonies of the church of England 
upon us ; for that it was considered, that it was the freedom 
from such things that made people come over to us ; and it was 
credibly informed to the council, that this country would, in 
time, be very beneficial to England for masts, cordage, &c. if 
the Sound should be debarred.^ 

Ijthis goveramenlH 

. ^__ 

1 A letter from Wiothrop to his friend Bradford, giving a relation of this 
inqairjf and the order of the privy council thereon, is preserved in Prince, IK 
89-— 91, which is worth perusal* 

S The fears, entertained by our friends in England, while this subject was 
before the council, will be folly exhibited by extracts fVom two letters in my 
possession to J. W^inthrop the younger. Edward Howes writes, 18 March, 
1632 — 3, " 1 am glad, and exceedingly rejoice at your prosperity, and the 
procperity of the whole colony, and that it hath pleased God to show his 
power and mercy upon yon all in a wonderful manner, beyond the expecta- 
tioQ of the great ones of this land, in delivering you, not from a Spanish pow- 
der plot, nor an accounted invincible armada, but from a Spanish-like French 
infection, which was like to have tainted the halest and best men amongst 
you, yea all of you, as may appear by the writings and letters written with 
mine own band, and sent to your father, my honoured friend. Sir, 1 am the 
■lore sensible ftiereof, in regard 1 was a daily and hourly auditor and spectator 
of aU the passages, which hath caused me to take it into consideration, that 
your plantation hath need of some hearty and able friends to back you upon 
aU occasions, which must remain here and have friends at court. I, though 
not so able as I could wish, (if God saw it good,) yet as hearty as the best, 
considering Mr. Humfrey^s preparation for departure, and my giaster^s desire 
and resolution to be with you, have betaken myself now, at last, to the study 
of tile laws,, and to that purpose have admitted myselfas a student of Clifford's 
Ino. Kot that I mean absolutely, or presently, to leave mv master, but to ena- 
ble myself to leave when he b gone, and to retire myself, in the vacation time, 
to my study, which shall ever tend, to the utmost of my poor ability, to the good 
md welfare of your plantation and state,'* 

Francis Kirby writes, 36 March, 1633^ ^^ Your friends here, who are mem- 
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We sent forth a pinnace after the pirate Bull, but, after she 
had been forth two ^months, she came home, having not found 
him. After, we heard he was gone to the French. 

A Dutch pink arrived, which had^been to the southward 
a trading. 

June 2.] Capt. ^Stone arrived with a small ship with cows 
and some salt. The governour of Plimouth sent Capt. Standish 
to prosecute against him for piracy. The cause ||was, being|| at 
the Dutch plantation, whc^re a pinnace of Plimouth coming, and 
Capt. Stone and the Dutch governour having been drinldne 
together, Capt. Stone, upon pretence that those of Plimouth had 
reproached them of Virginia, from whence he came, seized upon 
their pinnace, (with the governour's consent,) and offered to 
carry her away, but the Dutchmen ||^rescued|| her ; and the next 
day the governour and Capt. Stone entreated the master of 
the pinnace (being one of the council of Plimouth) to pass it bvy 
which he promised by a solemn instrument under his hand ; 
yet, upon their earnest prosecution at couK, we bound over 
Capt. Stone (with two sureties) to appear in the admiralty 
court in England, &c. But, after, those of Plimouth, being per- 
suaded that it would turn to their reproach, and that it could be 
no piracy, with their consent, we withdrew the recognizance. 

15.] Mr. Graves, in the ship ^Elizabeth Bonad venture, from 
Yarmouth, arrived with ninety-five passengers, and thirty-four 
Dutch sheep, and two mares. They came from Yarmouth in 
six weeks ; lost not one person, but above forty sheep. 

19.] A day of thanksgiving was kept in all the congrega- 

gwfts beganll ||9«7re8ted|| 

bers of yoar plantation, have had much to do to answer the unjost complaints 
made to the king and council of your government there. I understand that vou 
are an assistant, and so have a voice in the weighty affairs of that commonweaJth. 
I know I shall not need to advise you, that the prayers for our king be not 
neglected in any of your publick meetings ; and I desire that you differ no 
more from us in church government, than you shall find that we differ from 
the prescript rule of God's word, and further I meddle not." Our fathers 
and all their descendants may be content with so liberal a permission of 
difference on church government. 

1 Prince, II. 91, gives this word vfeeks. The court, 2 July after, directed 
the treasurer to pay Lieut. Mason £\0 for his services in this expedition ; and 
the other charges amounted to J&24.7.6, for which see the treasurer's account, 
in 2 Hist. Coll. VIII. 232, 3. " 

S More will be found of this unhappy man in September and January 
following, and in November, 1634. A very bad repoK of him, under this 
latter year, is also given by Morton. 

3 Here, at first, a blank had been left for the ship's name, which the 
governour afterwards inserted. 
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tioDs, for our delivery from the plots of our enemies, and for 
the safe arrival of our friends, &c« 

July 2.] At a court it was agreed, that the govemour, John 
Wintnrop, should have, towards his charges this year, ^£150, 
and the money, which he had disbursed in publick businesses, as 
officers' wages, &c., being between two and three hundred 
pounds, should be forthwith paid. 

13.] Mr. Edward Winslow, governour of Plimouth, and 
Mr. Bradford, came into the bay, and went away the 18th. 
They came partly to confer about joining in a trade to Con* 
necticut, for beaver and hemp. There was a motion to set up a 
trading house there, to prevent the Dutch, who were about to 
build one ; but, in regard the place was not fit for plantation, 
there being three or four thousand warlike Indians, and the 
river not to be gone into but by small pinnaces, having a bar 
affording but six feet at high water, and for that no vessels can 
get in for seven months in the year, partly by reason of the 
ice, and then the violent stream, &c., we thought not fit to 
meddle with it.^ 

24.] A ship arrived from Weymouth, with about eighty 
passengers, and twelve kine, who sate down at Dorchester* 
rhey were twelve weeks coming, being forced into the Western 
Islands by a leak, where they stayed three weeks, and were 
very courteously used by the Portugals ; but the extremity of 
the heat there, and the continual rain, brought sickness upon 
them, so as [blank] died. 



1 The figures in the MS. are 130, or 150, the 3 being, I think, written up- 
on the 5 ; but it is observable, that the Colony Record has it only jClOO. 
The treasurer's aocoimt of all the payments to Winthrop, as referred to in my 
note aboTe, amounts to JC328.10. 

8 Under date of 4 April, 1631, the reader has seen the earliest mention of 
Connecticut arising in the History of Massachusetts. But, from Bradford's 
Register, in Prince, II. 94, we may be sure, that Plimouth had entertained 
views of establishing a plantation there, at an earlier season, and was willing 
to admit our colonists, her neighbours, to partake the advantage. On the 
first 'proposal from the Indian sachem, a sufficient cause for declining to send 
out a colony, to such a distance, would be found in our weakness ; but I am 
constrained to remark, that the reasons, in the text above assigned, the 
strength of the current, shoalness of the water, continuance of the ice, and 
■rahitode of Indians, look to me more like pretexts, than real motives. Some 
distngenoousness, I fear, may be imputed to our council, in starting difficulties 
to deter our brethren of the humble community of Plimouth from extending 
their finrits to so advantageous a situation ; for we next season were careful 
to warn the Dutch against occupation of it, and the following year took pos- 
session ourselves. Honest Morton complains, that his people ^^ deserved to 
have held it, and not by friends to have been thrust out, as, in a sort, they 
afterwards were ;'' and his complaint appears very natural, if not unanswer- 
able. 

14 YOL. I. 
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Much sickness at PKmouth, and above Hwenty died of pes- 
tilent fevers. 

Mr. Graves returned, and carried a freight of fish from hence 
and Plimouth. 

B^ him the govemour and assistants sent an answer to the 
petition of Sir Christopher Gardiner, and withal a certificate 
from the old ^planters concerning the carriage of affairs, &c« 

August 6.] Two men servants to one Moodye, of Roxbury, 
returning in a boat from the windmill, struck upon the oyster 
bank. They went out to gather oysters, and, not making fast 
their boat, when the flood came, it floated away, and they were 
both drowned, although they might have waded out on either 
side ; but it was an evident ^judgment of God upon them, for 
they were wicked persons. One of them, a little before, being 
reproved ^ for his lewdness, and put in mind of hell, answered, 
that if hell were ten times hotter, he had rather be there than 
he would serve his master, &c. The occasion was, because he 
had bound himself for divers years, and saw that, if be had 
been at liberty, he might have had greater wages, though other- 
wise his master used him very well.^ 
X Mr. Graves returned. He carried between five and six 
thousand weight of beaver, and about thirty passengers. Capt. 
Walter Neal, of Pascataquack, and some eight of his company, 
went wittuhira. He had been In the bay above ten days, and 



1 For the number a blank was left, when the line was first written. 

9 Of these old planters, we may conjecture the names to be, Blackstone, 
Jefferies, Maverick, Thomson ; and perhaps Burslejr, Conant and Oldham, 

3 Too many instances of more extraordinary providential or fortuitous oc- 
currences, perverted in their interpretation, will be observed in the progress 
of this History. It was the vice of the age, and indeed of roost ages. The 
great historian of the civil war abounds in such judgments ; but on the other 
side they are stiU more numerous. 

4 With the incomplete transcript of this paragranh, and in the midst of a 
sentence. Princess third pamphlet, II. 96, abruptly terminates. To omit 
here the expression of deepest regret for thus parting with such a companion, 
would be injurious to his memory. Tet deeper will be the regret of all in- 
quirers after the minute circumstances of New England history, that such a 
Indent and judicious student had not begun his Annals with the discovery by 
Columbus, rather than the creation of Moses. No other antiquary will ever 
enjoy advantages equal to his for an exact chronologicaJ series of our events ; 
and when great opportunities are afforded, a dosen Hubbards, or a score of 
Mathers, may rise for one Prince. Civil convulsions, disregard of manuscripts, 
and the lapse of time, favourable to worms and damp, have each robbed us of 
many of his dearest treasures ; but for those which himself made publick, all 
succeeding admirers of the days of old must unite with me in the oblation of 
highest regard, 

^^ i|is saltern accumulem donis.^' 
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came not all (hat time to see the governour* Being persuaded 
bj divers of his friends, his answer was, that he was not well 
entertained the first time he came hither, and, besides, he had 
some letters opened in the bay ; ||ergo,|| except he were invited, 
he would not go see him. The 13th^ dav he wrote to the go- 
vemoor, to excuse his not coming to see him, upon the same 
reasons. The govemour returned him answer, that his enter- 
tainment was such as time and place could afford, (being at 
their first coming, before they were housed, &c«) and retorted 
the discourtesy upon him, in that he would thrust himself, with 
such a company, (he had five or six gentlemen with him,) upon 
a stranger's entertainment, at such an unseasonable time, and 
having no need so to do ; and for his letters, he protested his 
innocency, (as he might well, for the letters were opened before 
they came into the bay ;) and so concluded courteously, yet 
with plain demonstration of his errour. And, indeed, if ||^the 

fDvernourll should have invited him, standing upon those terms, 
e had blemished his reputation. 

There is mention made before of the answer, which was re- 
turned to Sir Christopher Gardiner his accusation]^ to which 
the govemour and all the assistants subscribed, only the 
deputy refused. He made three exceptions : !• For that we 
termed the bishops reverend bishops ; which was only in re- 
peating the Ipaccuser's words.|| 2. For that we professed to be- 
lieve all the articles of the ||^Christian|| faith, according to the 
scriptures and the common received tenets of the churches of 
England. This he refused, because we differed from them in 
matter of discipline, and about the meaning of Christ's descen- 
sion into hell ; ||^yet|| the faithful in England (whom we account 
the churches^ expound it as we do, and not of a local descent, 
as some of the bishops do. 3. For that we gave the king the 
title of sacred majesty, which is the most proper title of princes, 
^being the Lord's anointed,*^ and the word a mere civil word, 
never applied in scripture to any divine thing, but sanctus used 
always, (Mr. Knox called the ||^queen of Scotland|| by the same 

|QoTeniiiieot;|| pbe coiirteoiii)j|| jpaccusatioDt madej ||H)<>8p«]|| 
||»that| |6ln. of S 1| 



1 Of tbe month, not of bis Tisit, I preiume to be meant. William Wood, 
to whom we are obliged for New England^s Prospect, printed at London, 1634, 
went ondonbtedlj with Grates; for be sajs, be sailed from Boston, 16th 
Aofost, 1633. 

S I am certain, from the difference of the ink, that tbe pen was drawn 
through this passage some time after it was written. If it were the govemour^ 
pen, hit sentimenU, but not his principles, were changed in a few years. 
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title.) Yet by no reasons could he be drawn to yield to these 
things, although they were allowed by divers of the ministers 
and the chief of Plimouth. 

There was great scarcity of com, by reason of the spoil our 
hogs had made at harvest, and the great quantity they had 
||even|| in the winter, (there being no acorns ;) yet people lived 
well with fish and the fruit of their gardens.^ 

Sept. 4.] The Griffin, a ship of three hundred tons, arrived, 
(having been eieht weeks from the Downs.) §This ship was 
brought in by John Gallop a •new way by LaodPs Island, at low 
water, now called Griffin's Gap.§ She brought about two hundred 
passengers, having lost some four, §whereof one was drowned two 
days before, as he was casting forth a line to take mackerel.^ 
In this ship came Mr, HDotton, Mr. Hooker and Mr. ^Stone, 

||eaten|| 

1 At the court, 6 NoTember after, the adoptioD of two remarkable refla- 
tions was caused bj this scarcity : 1. ^^ That no man shaH give his swine anj 
com, but such as, being vie^i^ed by two or three neighbours, shall be judged 
unfit for man^s meat.^^ 2. ^^ Also, that every plantation shall agree how ma* 
ny swine every person may keep, winter and summer, aboot the plantation ( 
this order to take place ten days hence.^' 

* Th^ new way is not so clearly indicated, that 1 should dare to pOot the 
reader through it. On first reading this sentence, it seemed as if the passage 
must be our present ship channel, between LovelPs and George^s with 6^« 
lop^s Islands, and, of course, that Broad Sound was the former common way. 
But this would be wrong ; for the govemour has noticed, that, in July, 1643, 
when La Tour sailed from us with the ships hired here, they went out at 
Broad Sound, tohert no ships of such burden had gone out before^ or not more 
than one. So 1 conclude, that our present ship channel is the feme that 
was first used ; and that Gallop brought the Griffin in between LoveU^s 
Island and the Great Brewster from the northward. We are confident, that 
very great changes have occurred in the harbour ; and, within the recollec- 
tion of many, such violences are known, as may justify the conjecture, that 
the lone shoaJ, to the south-west from the Great Brewster, was solid upland 
when &e bay was first settled. 

3 Nothing can be added to the abundant materials ofiTered by this History, 
and all the contemporary books, which Mather, Hutchinson, Eliot, Allen and 
Emerson, have exhausted in their notices of ^^ the great Cotton.^^ The first 
author derived his name and part of his blood from this spiritual guide of 
Boston ; and the last adorned, in his History of the First Church, all who 
had preceded himself in ministration at that altar, 

4 Samuel Stone was, happily, in favour with the author of the Magnalia ; 
and readers that dread to pursue an inquiry in such a work, will find ample 
account of him in TrumbuU, Eliot^s and Allen^s Dictionaries, Holmes^s Histo- 
ly of Cambridge, 1 Hist. Coll. VII. ; and in the Plimouth Memorialist, at the 
date of his death, 1663, an elegy in the worst style of that age. He pHBrform- 
ed good service with Mason, whom he accompanied as chaplain in the expedi- 
tion against the Pequots, 1637. See 2 Hist. Coll. VIII. 134. A Bod^ of Di- 
vinity, in a catechetical way, by him, in a 4to MS. of 540 pages, is in the 
library of our Historical Society. 
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ministers, and §Mr. ^Peirce,§ Mr. 'Haynes, (a gentleman 
of great estate,) Mr. ||Hoffe,|p and many other men of good 
estates. They gat out of England with much difficulty, 
all places being belaid to have taken Mr. Cotton and Mr. 
Hooker, who had been long sought for to have been brought 
into the high commission ; but the master being bound to touch 
at the Wight, the |ppursuivants|| attended there, and, in the mean 
time, the said ministers were taken in at the Downs. Mr. 
Hooker and Mr. Stone went presently to Newtown, where they 
were to be entertained, and Mr. Cotton stayed at Boston* t|K>n 
Saturdayll^ evening, the congregation met m their ordinary ex» 

||6ofle|| ||3pursuant8|| ||30ne Sondaj|| 

I He was a gentleman of high repute in Boston, being one of the selectmen 
with Winthrop and Coddington the next year, and must not be confounded 
wi^ the mariner, who had the same name of baptism. His ft«eman^s oath, at 
the general court, 14 May, 1634, was taken at the same time with eigfaty 
others, of whom Hooker, Stone, Cotton, Thomas Mayhew and William Bren* 
ton are all, besides Peirce, that have the respectful titie, Mr., prefixed to their 
names. Col. Rec. I. 112. Prince, enumerating the principal members of 
Boston ch«rch, II. 69, has mistaken him for (he master of the Lyon, as I infer 
from finding in their BLecords but one of the name, and being satisfied, that he 
could not be honoured with such office in the civil line, unless in full commu- 
nion with the brethren. His wife, Bridget, was admitted of our church 26 
January after her husband, A second wife survired him, and had admitiistra- 
tion of his estate in December, 1669. See Prob. Rec. Vll. 2, by which we 
find his estate much reduced, the inventory amounting only to J&85.2, unless 
another person of the same name, but not the navigator mentioned in a note 
on page 25, be in that record intended ; for administration of the estate of one 
VfiGwok Peirce was f^ranted, January, 1661, to his wife, Prob. Rec. IV. 66, and 
the inventory of it is jC228.5. Several children survived, of whom the Prob. 
Rec. Vll. 213, affords the names. It is not now easy to refer to each stock 
the nomerous descendants in our country. 

S There can be no need of saying more of this gentleman than wiD be 
IbfOid in a few pages of tUs History, in Trumbull, the Magnalia, and the 
faiogrM>liiei. He was fortunate in being govemour of Massachusetts, and 
more fortunate in removing after his first year of office, thereby avoiding our 
bitter contentions, to become father of the new colony of Connecticut. 

3 Drs. Trumbull and Holmes were, by the errour of the former edition, led 
into mistake of this gentleman^s name. Atherton Haugh, or Hough, pro- 
nounced as the text gives it, was of great influence in Boston, as this work, in 
its progress, will show. He was early chosen into the council, and afterwards 
a deputy Irom Boston in several general courts. I presume he came from 
Boston m Lincolnshire ; for, in 1628, the mayor of that borough was of the same 
name. His descendants, in male and femaJe lines, if we may judge from the 
perpetuation of the unusual name of baptism, continued long in Boston and 
Its vicinity ; and the derivation is probably not yet extmct. He died 11 Sep- 
tember, 1650. 

4 In any other place, I know not that evidence of a regular religious assem- 
bly, on the evening before the first day of the week, can be found. The time was 
omenred as holy in private families for many years ; and writings in favour of the 
cuctom, nearly a century, are reelected, particalariy in ITtt, by Stoddard of 
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ercise, and Mr. Cotton, bein^ desired to speak to the question, 
(which was of the church,) he showed, out of the Canticles, 6, 
that some churches were as queens, some as concubines, some 
as damsels, and some as doves,^ &c. He was then (with his 
wife) propounded to be admitted a member. The Liord^s day 
following, he exercised in the afternoon, and bein^ to be ad- 
mitted, he signified his desire and readiness to make his con- 
fession according to order, which he said might be sufficient in 
declaring his faith about baptism, (which he then desired for 
bis child, born in their passage, and therefore named ^Seaborn.) 
He gave two reasons why he did not baptize it at sea, (not for 
want of fresh water, for he held, sea water would Aave served :) 
1, because they had no settled congregation there; 3, because 
a minister hath no power to give the seals but in his own con- 

f negation. He desired his wife might also be admitted a mem- 
er, and gave a modest testimony of her, hut withal requested, 
that she might not be put to make open confession, &c« which 
he said was against the aposlle^s rule, and not fit for women's 
modesty; but that the elders might examine her in private* 
So she was asked, if she tiid consent in the confession of faith 
made by her husband, and if she did desire to be admitted, 
&c.; whereto she answered affirmatively; and so both were 
admitted, and their child baptized, the father presenting it, (the 



Northampton, one of the greatest divines of that nge in onr conntrj. The prac- 
tice still subsists, with ^eater or lest punctaality, in Connecticut, where, on the 
evening of Sunday, it is said, many recur to their secular labours ; and bjr the 
statute of Massachusetts, 1791, c. 58, certain regulations, ^^ respecting the due 
observation of the Lord^s day, shall be construed to extend to the time includ- 
ed between the midnight preceding and the sun setting of the same day.^* 

1 Most of the early Protestants, and especiaDr the Puritans, paid no leat 
attention to the Song, than to the Wisdom of Solomon ; and sometimes, br 
their extreme fondness for spiritualising what needs great distortion to make it 
^^ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in rigb* 
teousness,^* seem to be ignorant of the strong doubts of its canonical authority. 
Piety is shocked, when prudence is thus sli|^ted. 

9 Of this son, whose name, in the catalogue of Harvard College, is fonnd, 
"Marigena, 1651, a brief note is found in Allen. 1 am less surprised at the 
omission of him by Eliot, whose account of the father is admirable for its pro- 
priety, than of his younger brother, John, H. C. 1657, who, after officiating 
several rears as teacher of the Indians, and thirty years as pastor at Plimouth, 
removed to Charleston, 8. C, and there gathered a Congregational church. 
We cannot here avoid the expression of regret, that, in Ramsay^ ^^ History 
of the Independent or Congregational Church in Charleston.'^ so little is re- 
lated of him ; but the ample account of the Plimouth church, 1 Hist. Coll. 
IV. 122 — 128, affords all the information that might be desbed. For his ac- 
quirements in the language of the aborigines, no man of New England, I pre- 
sume, except Eliot and Williams, ranks higher. 
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child^ baptism being, as he did then affirm, in another case, the 
father's ||incentive|| for the help of his faith, &c.) 

The said 4th of September, came in also the ship called the 
Bird, (Mr. Yates master.) She brought [blank] passengers, 
having lost [blank ;] and [blank] cows, §having lost [blank ;]§ 
and four mares. She had been twelve weeks at sea, being, at 
her first coming out, driven northerly to fifty-three. 

About ten days before this time, a bark was set forth to Con- 
necticut and those parts, to trade. 

John Oldham, and three with him, went over land to Con- 
necticut, to trade. The sachem used them kindly, and gave 
them some beaver. They ||^brought of the hemp, which grows|| 
there in great abundance, and is much better than the Eng- 
lish. He accounted it to be about one hundred and sixty 
miles.^ He brought some black lead, whereof the Indians 
tokl faim there was a whole rock. He lodged at Indian 
towns all the way. 

12.] Capt. John Stone (of whom mention is made 
before) carried himself very dissolutely in drawing com- 
pany to drink, &c« and being found upon the bed in the night 
with one Barcroft's wife, he was brought before the governour, 
kc. and thou|;h it appeared he was in drink, and no act to be 
proved, yet it was thought fit he should abide his trial, for 
which Ifendll warrant was sent out to stay \iis pinnace, which 
was ready to set sail ; whereupon he went to Mr. Ludlow, one of 
the assistants, and used ||^braving|| and threatening speeches 
against him, for which be raised some company and appre- 
hended him, and brought him to the governour, who put nim 
b irons, and kept a guard upon him till the court, (but bis irons 
were taken ofi*the same day.) At the court his indictment was 
firamed for addltery, but found ignoramus by the great jury; 
but, for his other misdemeanours, he was fined £100, which yet 
was not levied of him ; and ordered upon pain of death to come 
here no more, without license of the court ; and the woman was 
bound to her good behaviour.^ 

Ihtttnictionll pbongfat of him the hemp that grew|| ||3a|| \\* 1| 

i The former editor, desirous of shorteniDg the road to the capital^ put 
this annotatioii od the text : ^^ From Boston to Connecticut River, in a direct 
fine, is not more than half that distance.^' Probably Oldham and his fellow 
traYeUen followed winding paths for the convenience of lodging all the way, 
as in modem times we are compelled to for some part. 

^ Though the Colonj Records, 1. 103, in the account of Sjtone^s offence, take 
«et any notice of the supposed adultery, yet the whole severity of the sentence 
is foond there. Hubbard, 156, borrowstrom them thtf vituperative language, 
gmBg, in this instance, b^ond our author, whom, almost uniformly, be follows 
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n«] The goyernour and council met at Boston, and called 
the ministers aiHl elders of all the churches, to consider about 
Mr. Cotton his sitting down. He was desired to divers placeB, 
and those who came with him desired he might sit down where 
thej might keep store of cattle ; but it was agreed) bj full 
consent, that the fittest place for him was Boston, and in 
that respect those of Boston might take farms in any part of 
the bay not belonging to other towns ; and that (keeping a 
||lecture)|| he should nave some maintenance out of the trea- 
sury* But divers of the council, upon their second thoughts, 
did after refuse this contribution.^ 

October 2.] The bark Blessing, which was sent to the 
southward, returned. She had been at an island over against 
Connecticut, called Long Island, because it b near fifty leagues 
long, the east part about ten leagues from the main, but the west 
end not one mile. There they had store of the best wampam- 
peak, both white and blue. The Indians there are a very 
treacherous people. They have many canoes so great as 
one will carry eighty men. They were ako in the Kiver of 
Connecticut, which is barred at the entrance, so as they could 
not find above one fathom water. They were also at the 
Dutch plantation upon Hudson^s River, (called New Nether- 
lands,) where they were very kindly entertained, and had some 
beaver and other things, for such commodities as they put off. 
They showed the govemour (called Gwalter Van ^Twilly) their 

||]ectorer|| 

with ondeiriatiiig prudence. But the judgment mentions assaulting, aa part of 
the misdemeanour, which both the historians overlook. 

1 I think the refusal was proper. There was certainly no propriety in 
making the colony, after Boston was so much increased in wealth and num- 
bers, contribute to the support of her minister, because he was the most able 
man on this side of the ocean. f csi 

The rate of J&400, voted at the court, 1 October neict, shows the relative im- 
portance of the towns. The proportions are, to Boston, Roxbury, Newtown, 
Watertown and Charlestown, j&48 each ; Dorchester, £80 ; Sagus,£36 ; Salem, 
£28 ; Medford, £12 ; Wenctsemit and Agawam, £8 each. The aggregate 
exceeds the amount of the levy by £12 ; but that does not appear so unex- 
pected as the large tax on DorcheSter. Some new comers of large estate 
had, I imagine, setUed in that town. 

9 Authentick history preserves little account of the administration of this 
gentleman. But a work of exquisite humour, in which fiction builds on the 
ground-work of truth, has fuUy amplified his renown ; and the name of Died- 
rick Knickerbocker, his panegyrist, will forever remind posterity of ^* the un- 
utterable ponderings of VtTalter the doubter.^* WiUiam Smith, History of 
New York, 4to, London, 1757, dates Uw arrival of the govemour, whom be 
calls Wouter Van TwiUer, in June, 1SS9« Hubbard, 923, with more than his 
usual negligence, calls Kie/t fintgOTeraow, when he had transcribed, 171, 2, 
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commission, which was to signiry to them, that the king of 
England had granted the river and country of Connecticut to 
his own subjects; and therefore desired them to forbear to 
build there, &c. The Dutch governour wrote back to our 
eovemour, (his letter was very courteous and respectful, as it 
had been to a very honourable person,) whereby he signified, 
that the Lords the States had also granted the same parts to the 
West India Company, and therefore requested that ||wej| would 
forbear the same till the matter were decided between the king 
of England and the said lords. 

The said bark did pass and repass over the shoals of Cape 
Cod, about three or four leagues from Nantucket Isle, where 
the breaches are very terrible, yet they had three fathom 
water all over. 

[Large blank.] 

The company of Plimouth sent a bark to Connecticut, at this 
time, to erect a trading house there. When they came, they 
found the Dutch had built there, and did forbid the Plimouth 
men to proceed ; but they set up their house notwithstanding, 
about a mile above the Dutch.^ This river runs so far north- 
ward, that it comes within a day's journey of a part of Merri- 
mack called [blank,] and so runs thence N. W. so near the Great 
Lake, as [allows] the Indians to pass their canoes into it over 
land. From this lake, and the hideous swamps about it, come 
most of the beaver which is traded between Virginia and Cana- 
da, which runs forth of this lake ; and Patomack River in Vir- 
ginia comes likewise out of it, or very near, so as from this lake 
there comes yearly to the Dutch about ten thousand skins, 
which might casilv be diverted by Merrimack, if a course of 
trade were settled above in that river.* 
M ' 

from Winthrop, this and the two following paragraphs, with hardlj the change 
of a letter. 

1 Smith, N. T. 2, asserts the priority of the Dutch settlement, hj erection 
of a fort in 1623 ; but there can hardfj be a particle of doubt, that an errour 
of ten years must be allowed for, since the negotiations between the Dutch 
commissioner, De Rasier, and the Plimouth colony, in 1627, are so totally si* 
lent on the subject of Connecticut, that it is impossible for us to believe they 
had then formed such an establishment. See 2 Hist. Col), ill. 51 — 57. See 
also the Dutch goTemour, StuyresanOs, case stated by himself in Hat. IT. 262, 
beginning with an allegation of purchase, by Jacobus Van Corlis, in 16^, and 
complaining of the expedition of Holmes from Plimouth in October following. 
See further a full account, by Gov. Bradford, of the origin of the controversy, 
Hotchinson^s Mass. 11. 416, 17. Trumbull, I. 21, says the Dutch fort was at 
Hartford; the Plimouth house at Windsor. 

3 Here is an ignorance of geography, at which we might be surprised, were 
not similar instances, in the early times, very common. The Connecticut ti, 

15 VOL. I. 
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10.] A fast was kept at Boston, and Mr. ^Leverett, an an- 
cient, sincere professor, of Mr. Cotton's congregation in Eng- 
land, was chosen a ruling eWer, and Mn 'Firoain, a godly man,, 
an apothecary of Sudbury in England, was chosen deacon, by 
imposition of hands ; and Mr. Cotton was th«i chosen teacher 
of the congregation of Boston, and ordained by imposition of 
the hands §of the presbytery, in this manner : First, he vv^s 
chosen by all the congregation testifying their consent by erec- 
tion of hands.§ Then Mr. Wilson, the pastor, demanded of him, if 
he did ||accept|| of that call. He paused, and then spake to 
this eflFect : that howsoever he knew himself unworthy and un- 
sufficient for that place ; yet, having observed all the passages 
of God's providence, (which he |preckonedH up in particular) in 
calling him to it, he could not but ||^accept|| it. Then the pas- 
tor and the two elders laid their hands upon his head, and the 
pastor prayed, and then, taking off their hands, laid them on 
again^ and,^peaking to him by his name, they did ||*thenceforth|| 
design him to the said office, in the name of the Holy Ghost, 
and did give him the charge of the congregation, and did 

yexceptll ||«recorded|| |13except|| ||*thcreby|| 

indeed, within a daj^s journey of the Merrimack ; but the passage of Indian 
canoes into that river, over land, could never have been from the Great Lake. 
It may have been, with a vfaort portage, from the St. Lawrence. AH tlie 
beaver trade between Virginta and Canada, by which name is designated tfae 
great river of Niagara, Cataraqui, or St. Lawrence, naturally took the direc- 
tion of Hudson^s River, and was therefore secured to the Dutch. It could 
not easily have been diverted to the Merrimack or the Potomack. 

1 An omission to notice the fact, that this gentleman was father of the 
celebrated John Leverett, govemoar of Massachusetts, can only be account- 
ed for by supposing, that Mather, Hutchinson, Holmes, Eliot and AHeo, 
were all unacquainted with it. Yet our First Church Record mentions it, 
when announcmg the admission of the son, 14 July, 1639. Of Thomas 
little is mentioned ; but we may be sure he came with Cotton, and other gen- 
tlemen of Boston in Old England ; for his entrance to the church was in 
October, 1633, he and his wife, Ann, being Nos. 169 and 170. The date 
of his death is unknown. 

9 His place was enjoyed but a short time ; for, at the tovm meeting, on 
K5f 6 October next year, which is the earliest, whose proceedings are pre- 
served in our Town Records, the preceding pages being all lost, Richard 
Bellingham, Esq. was chosen a selectman, they say, '^ in the place of Giles 
Firmin, deceased.^* He took the freemen^s oath 4 March, 1633 — 4. Eliot 
has given, with minuteness, the biography of the son, who attended his fa- 
ther across the ocean, and in a few years removed to Ipswich, whence an 
excellent letter from him to Winthrop, dated 26 December, 1639, is pre- 
served in Hutch. Coll. 108 ; but I must correct his mistake in ntaJdng the 
son, instead of the father, deacon of our church. Giles, the younger, mar- 
ried a daughter of the famous Nathaniel Ward, and died in flni^and, 1697, 
at a great age, having written several devotional pieces, of which some 
are, as is reported, read in our time. 
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thereby (as by a sign from God) indue him with the gifts fit 
for his office ; and lastly did bless him. Then the neighTOuring 
ministers, which were present, did (at the pastor's ||<aotion||) 
give him the right hands of fellowship, and^the pastor made a 
stipulation between him and the congregation. When Mr* 
Cotton accepted of the office, he commended to the congrega- 
tion such as were to come over, who were of his charge in 
Ei^land, that they might be comfortably provided for. 

The same day, Mr. Grant, in the ship James, arrived at Sa- 
lem, having been but eight weeks between Gravesend and 
Salem. He brought Capt. Wiggin and about thirty, with one 
Mr. ipLeverid^e,!!^ a godly minister to Pascataquack, (which the 
Lord Say and the Lord Brook had purchased of the Bristol 
men,) and about thirty for Virginia, and. about twenty for |pthis|| 

6 lace, and some sixty cattle. He brought news, that the 
licbard, a bark of fifty tons, which came forth with the Griffin, 
being come above three hundred leagues, sprang such a leak, 
as she was forced to bear up, and ||^was put in at|| Weymouth. 
11.] A fast at Newtown, where Mr. Hooker was chosen 

eistor, and Mr. Stone teacher, in such a manner as before at 
oston. 

The wolves continued to do much hurt among our catde ; 
and this month, by Mr. Grant, there came over four Irish grey- 
hounds, which were sent to the governour by Mr. Downing, his 
brother-in-law. 

[Very large blank.] 

November.} A great mortality among the Indians. Chick- 
InotloeH ||9L K ||3that|| ||4piit mto|| 

1 Brief notice only of this genUeman can be giren. William Leveridge 
joined onr church 9 August, 1636, being No. 308. Hnbbard, who caBs 
bim ^ an able and worUiy minbter,'' says, 221, that, for want of encour- 
agement at Wiffgin^s plantation of Dover, ^^ he removed more southward, 
towards Plimouth or I^ng Island." This want of precision in that histo- 
rian is especially blameable, as the earlier writer, Johnson, lib. 3. c. 10, 
bad mentioned his residence at Sandwich, and enga^^ement in the pious 
•efrice of instructing the Indians. At that place notice is taken of him 
by our author, sub an. 1640, as introducing a new practice in celebrating 
the eucharist. His departure from Sandwich is related by Judge Davis in 
his edition of Morton^s Memorial ; and Hazard, 11. 372, 384, informs of hb 
employment, by the commissioners of the United Colonies, as a missionaiy, in 
1657. Seventeen years later, in a letter from Col. Matthias Nicolls of New 
York to Gov; Winthrop of Connecticut, I find him named thus : '^ I have 
given conveyance to your enclosed to Mr. Leveredge, which your honour 
smith related to some medicinal matter, but have received no return ; proba- 
bly he will find out some other way to give answer to it." He was then, I 
presume, stationed at Nantucket, with which the best mode of conveyance, 
fflom Hartford, was through New York, to whose jurisdiction our island, at 
that time, belonged. 
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atabot, the sagamore of Naponsett, died, and many of bis people. 
The disease was the small pox. Some of them were cured by 
such means as they had from us ; many of their children es- 
caped, and were kept by the English. 

Capt. Wiggin of Pascataquack wrote to the governour, that 
one of his people had stabbed another, and desired he might 
be tried in the bay, if the party (|dicd4| The governour an- 
swered, that if Pascataquack lay within their limits, (as it was 
supposed,) they would try him. 

A small ship of about sixty tons was built at Medford, and 
called the Rebecca. 

This year a watermill was built at Roxbury, by Mr. Dum- 
mer.^ 

The scarcity of workmen had caused them to raise their 
wages to an excessive rate, so as a carpenter would have 
three shillings the day, a labourer two shillings and sixpence, 
&c. ; and accordingly those who had commodities to sell ad- 
vanced their prices sometime double to that they cost in Eng- 
land, so as it grew to a general complaint, which the court, 
taking knowledge of, as also of some further evils, which were 
springing out of the excessive rates of wages, they made an 
order, that carpenters, |pmasons,|| &c. should take but two 
shillings the day, and labourers hut eighteen pence, and that 
no commodity should be sold at above four pence in the shill- 
ing more than it cost for ready money in England ; oil, wine, 
&c. and cheese, in regard of the hazard of bringing, &c. [ex- 
cepted.] The evils which were springing, &c. were, 1. Many 
spent much time idly, &c. because they could get as much in 
four days as would keep them a week. 2. They spent much 
in tobacco and strong waters, &c. which was a great waste to 
the commonwealthi which, by reason of so many |pforeign|| 
commodities expended, could not have subsisted to this time, 
but that it was supplied by the cattle and corn, which were sold 
to new comers at very dear rates, viz. corn at six shillings the 
bushel, a cow at £20, — yea, some at £24, some £26, — a mare 
at £35, an ewe goat at 3 or £4 ; and yet many cattle were 
every year brought out of England, and some from Virginia. 
Soon after order was taken for prices of commodities, viz. not 
to exceed the rate of four pence in the shilling above the 
price in England, except cheese and liquors, &c. 

The ministers in the bay and Sagus did meet, once a fort- 

Udesiredll jpmastersH ||38carce|| 

1 Earlier in the year, the 6ret watermill in the colony had been in Dor- 
chester, by Stooghton. See 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 164. 
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night, at one of their bouses by ||course,|| where some question 
of moment was debated. Mr* Skelton, the pastor of Salem, 
and Mr. Williams, who was removed from rlimouth thither, 
(but not in any office, though he exercised by way of pro- 
phecy,) took some exception against it, as fearing jt might grow 
m time to a presbytery or superintendency, to the prejudice 
of the churches' liberties. But this fear was without cause ; 
for they were all clear in that point, that no church or per- 
son can have power over another church ; neither did they in 
their meetings exercise any such jurisdiction, &c.^ ' 

[Large blank.] 
News of the taking of ^Machias by the French. Mr. Al- 
lerton of Plimouth, and some others, had set up a trading wig- 
wam there, and |pleft|| in it five men and store of commodities. 
•La Tour, governour of the French in those parts, making 
claim to the place, came to displant them, and, finding re- 
sistance, killea two of the men, and carried away the other 
three, and the goods. 

[Large blank.] 

Some differences fell out still, now and then, between the 

fovemour and the deputy, which vet were soon healed. It 
ad been ordered in court, that all hands should help to the 
finishing of the fort at Boston, and all the towns in the bay 
had gone once over, and most the second time; but those 
of Newtown being warned, the deputy would not suffer them 
to come, neither did acquaint the governour with the cause, 
which was, for that Salem and Sagus had not brought in mo- 
ney for their parts. The governour, hearing of it, wrote 
friendly to him, showing him that the intent of the court was, 
that the work should be done by those in the bay, and that, 
after, the others should pay a proportionable sum for the 
.house, &c. which must be done by money; and therefore de- 
sireohim that he would send in his neighbours. Upon this, 
||commis8ion|| IPlost|| 

1 By Emenon, in Hiatory of the First Church, this is considered as the 
origin of the Boston Association of Congregational Ministers. He censures the 
•trasge bitterness of Hubbard, 189, 190, on this subject. 

s Permanent establishment of settlers at that port was delayed one hun- 
dred and thirty years. See 1 Hist. Coll. HI. 144. 

3 Of this governour of Nova Scotia, to whom a grant of the country had 
been made by Sir William Alexander, 30 April, 1630, extracted from the 
SfoSofk Registry of Deeds, HI. 265, by Hazard, I. 307, and confirmed by 
Cromwell, 9 August, 1656, as in Hazard, I. 616, such perpetual mention will 
occur in the progress of this History, that it may be necessary to protract this 
note no farther than by reference, for what is not to be found in our author, 
te HatchiBMB, I. 120—196. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



118 ^OHN WINTHROP, [163S1 

Mr. Haynes and Mr* Hooker came to the governour to threat 
with him about it, and brought a letter from the deputj full .of 
bitterness and resolution not to send till Saleoi, &C The gb-^ 
veraour told them it should rest till the court, and withal 
^ve the lett^ to Mr. Hooker with this speech : I am not will- 
ing to keep such an occasion of provocation by me. Apd 
soon after he wrote to the deputy (who had before desired to 
bu^ a fat ho^ or two of him, being somewhat short of pro* 
Ybions) to desire him to send for one, (which he would have 
sent him, if he had known when his occasion had been tp hive 
made use of it,) and to accept it as a testimony of his good will ; 
and, lest he should make an v scruple of it, he made Mr. Haynes 
and Mr. Hooker (who both sojourned in his house) partakers 
with him. Upon this the deputy returned this answer : ^ Your 
overcoming yourself hath overcome me. Mr. Haynes, Mr. 
Hooker, and myself^ do most kindly accept your good will ; 
but we desire, without offence, to refuse your offer, and that 
I may only trade with you for two hoes ;" and so very loving- 
ly concluded. — The court being two days after, ordered, that 
Newtown should do their work as others had done, and then 
Salem, &c. should pay for three days at eighteen pence a man. 
11.] The congregation of Boston met to take order for 
Mr. Cotton^s ||passage|| and house, and his and Mr. Wilson's 
maintenance. Mr. Cotton had disbursed eighty pounds for his 
U^passage,!! and towards his house, which he would not have 
again ; so there was about £60 raised (by voluntary contribu- 
tion) towards the finishing of his house, and about £100 to- 
wards their maintenance. At this meeting there arose some 
difference between the governour and Mr. Cottington, who 
charged the governour, that he took away the liberty of the 
rest, oecause (at the request of the rest) he had named some 
men to set out |pmen^s|| I^nds, &c. which grew to some heat of 
words ; but the next Lord^s day they both acknowledged open- 
ly their failing, and declared that they had been reconciled 
the next day. 

[Large blank.] 

. 26.] Mr. Wilson (by leave of the congregation of Boston, 
whereof he was pastor) went to Agawam to teach the people of 
that plantation, because they had yet no minister. Whiles he 
was there, December 4, there fell such a snow (knee deep) as 
he could not come back for [blank^ davs, and a boat, which 
went thither, was frozen up in the river."^ 

Ilpursagell ||Spiirfage|| ||Smiiilater^8|| 

1 Nobody can pretend, I belieye, tbat an eqmal saverttj of o«ld has 
been twice experienced, at to early a seaton, (or tbe last hmdred jear^ 
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Deceotiber 5.} Jdm Sagamore died of the small pox, and al- 
most all his people ; (above thirty buried by Mr. Maverick of 
Wihesemett in one day.) The towns in the bay took away 
many of the children ; but most of them died soon after. 

James Sagamore of Sagus died also, and most of his folks. 
John Sagamore desired to be brought among the English, (so 



1%e 4tk of December^ corresponding to tbe 15th by our wppntatioB of tbt 
' jear, Stat. Geo. II. S4, yerj seldom witnesses, on the sea shore, more than 
three or.fonr inches depth of snow ; and that which falls before Christmas 
does not often lie longer than two dajs. The frost, in the text, we shonld 
BOW think more remarkable than the snow ; and no boat has probabl j been 
frozen np in Ipswich harbour, by the middle of December, within the recol- 
lection of any inhabitant. There b distinct reference to a degree of frost, in 
die year before this, that *' hindered the making ready^' of the expedition 
against Bail, the pirate, which, in the present age, would be extraordinary. 
u 1631 nothing is said of the approach of winter, nor any mentton of the 
weather until 27 January. But the first autumn our author passed here was 
quite favourable ; for he remarks that, till the S4 December, or our 4 January, 
was, ^* for the most part, fair, open weather ;^^ yet such severity of *'*• bitter frost 
and snow,^ as kept three servants in 'his boat, without victinds, from S7 No- 
vember to 1 December, (that is, by our reckoning, from 8 to 12 December,) 
among the islands of Boston harbour, and finally compelled them to run 
ashore in Bnintree Bay, (see page 38,) would surprise us. Cold came on ear- 
ficr, it wiB be observed, in the year after this, in the text ; and the man frozen 
in die snow, in November, on Plumb Island, would, in our days, be unable to 
find credit for his tale. November, 1635, affords strong proof of severe cold 
in Connecticut and Phmouth. Even Mr. Webster should be struck with the 
circumstance of the freezing of the Connecticut so early as the 15 of that 
BMDth, O. 8., however he might disregard the deep snow of the following De- 
oember. Of the winter of 1636 nothing is observed, and perhaps Winthrop 
fcrgot the temperature of the sky in the unnatural heat of the controversy 
abmit grace. The rigid season of the next year, we shall see, continued one 
hundred and thirty-nine days. 

The opinion is general, but not universal, that our climate is less rigorous 
than it was known to be soon after the discovery of the country ; and we find 
certainly the mildness of autumn is usually prolonged to the winter solstice. ^ t ^ ^ 
Bnt those who are slow to believe the improvement of temperature in our 
sky, overpowered by the testimony that establishes the faot of retardation in 
' the advance of winter, discern some compensation, as they imagine, in the 
krter approach of spring. I am confident, however, that the complaint of 
backwardness in that season, though rendered common by the tenderness of 
valetudinarians, and the impatience of husbandmen, is generally unjust. If 
the instances of that duration of cold, in the winter of 1641 — 2, when the ice 
was strong enough to bear many passengers together, firom Pullen Point to 
Boston in a strai^t line, on the day corresponding to our 28 February, contin- 
tnng even to 4 March, and that mat snow of 1644 — 5, which blocked up the 
roads three weeks in March, and prevented the court from meeting in Boston, 
remaining on the ground to the 10th of Aprfl, N. S^ be undervalued in the es- 
timate, as uncommon cases, from which conclusions may not safely be de- 
duced, — ^it may be answered, that modern wonders in the atmosphere are not 
greater, and that the experience of Winthrop being short, no greater portion 
of time than his should now be assumed for a parallel. In the autumn of 
1645 the cold came earlier than had ever been known, so that the ge- 
nal season of that year was shortened at the beginning and end. The 
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he Ijwas ;||) and promised (if he recovered) to live with the 
English and serve their God. He left one son, which he 
disposed to Mr. Wilson, the pastor of Boston, to be brought up 
by him. He gave to the governour a good quantity of wam- 
pompeague, and to divers others of the English he eave gifts, 
and took order for the pavmentof his own debts and his men's^ 
He died in a persuasion that he should go to the Englishmen's 
God. Divers of them, in their sickness, confessed that the 
Englishmen's God was a good God ; and that, if they recover- 
ed, they would serve him. 

^It wrought much with them, that when their own people for- 
sook them, yet the English came daily and ministered to them ; 
and yet few, *onlv two families,* took any |pinfection|| by it. 
Among others, Mr. Maverick of Winesemett is worthy of *a 
perpetual*^ remembrance. Himself, his wife and servants, went 
daiW' to them, ministered to their necessities, and buried their 
dead, and took home many of their children. So did other of 
the neighbours. 

Thb infectious disease spread to Pascataquack, where all 
the Indians (except one or two) died. 

One Cowper of Pascataquack, going to an island, upon the 
Lord's day, to fetch some sack to be drank at the great house, 

||agreed|| ||9in8tructions|| 



aggregate, or mean, of obserrations for maiij years, ai given, above one hun- 
dred and forty yean ago, by Hubbard, 20, ia here transcribed, in order that 
every reader may, every season, do something, by observation of the phse- 
nomena, in aid of the solution of so interesting a question : '^ The frost here 
uttih to visit the inhabitants so early in the winter, and ordinarily tarries so 
long before it takes its leave in the spring, that the difficulty of subsistence is 
much increased thereby ; for it commordy begins to take possession of the 
earth about the uiiddle of November, (26, N. §.) forbidding the husbandman 
to meddle therewith any more, till the middle or end of March, (26 March — 
10 April, N. S.) not being willing, till that time, to resign up its possession or 
the hold it hath taken for near two feet below the surface of the earth.'* 

On this subject, which has of late received much elucidation, an Essay by 
an anonymous author, published at Philadelphia, 1809, will reward atten- 
tive perusal. A review of it, by the editor 9f this work, was printed in the 
Monthly Antholo^j, IX. 25. Some years before, a very elaborate, but 
^ skeptical dissertation had been offered to the Connecticut Academy of Arts 
' and Sciences, by Noah Webster, Esq., for which, and other ingenious la« 
hours, the literary publick is more indebted to him than even for the for- , 
mer edition of this History. A learned and judicious examination of that 
tract, usually ascribed to Professor Farrar of Cambridge, may be seen in 
the Genera] Repository, IV. 313. 

1 That Maverick was not in full communion with our churches, was not, 
we may hope, the cause of striking a pen through this honourable epithet. 
No man seems better entitled by his deeds to the character of a Chris- 
tian. The MS. appears to testify that the mutilation was not Winthrop's. 
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he and a boy, coming back ^n a canoe, (being both drunk,) were 
driven to sea and never heard of after* 

At the same plantation, a company having made a fire at a 
tree, one of them said. Here this tree will fall, §and here will I 
tie ;§ and accordingly it fell upon him and killed him. 

It pleased the Lord to give special testimony of his presence 
in the church of Boston, after Mr. Cotton was called to oflBce 
there. More were converted and added to that church, than to 
all the other churches in the bav,^ (or rather the lake, for so 
it were more ||properlv|| termed,^ the bay being that part of 
sea without, between tbe two capes. Cape Cod and Cape TVnn.) 
Divers profane and notorious evil persons came and confessed 
their sins, and were comfortjably received into the bosom* of 
the church. Yea, the Lord gave witness to the exercise of 
prophecy, so as thereby some were converted, and others much 
edined. Also, the Lord pleased greatly to bless the practice 
of discipline, wherein he gave the pastor, Mr. Wilson, a singu- 
lar gifl,^ to the great benefit of the church. 

After much deliberation and serious advice, the Lord di- 
rected the teacher, Mr. Cotton, to make it clear by the scrip- 
ture, that the minister's maintenance, as well as all other 
charges of the church, should be defrayed out of a |pstock,|| or 
treasury, which was to be raised out of the weekly contribu- 
tion; which accordingly was agreed upon.^ 

BprmcipaflyR ||3chc8t|| 

1 Hubbard, 190, who, with sufficient accaracj, quotes his master, from 
whom a large part of his History is transcribed, enlarges the expression to 
" aU the rest of the churches in the country." The reputation of Cotton 
needs no such exaggeration. From his arriTal to this time, that is, three 
months, I was led by curiosity to ascertain from the Records the precise 
number intended by the text, and found thirty-seven added to the members 
of tbe church. The '^ profane and notorious evil persons" cannot be distin- 
guished in the list ; but perhaps, in several, the old disease broke out again. 
Teoiporal inducements operated too strongly to swell tbe company of com- 
amnicants. 

8 The eovemour first wrote, " so it shall be termed henceforth ;" but the 
name could not be made popular in his day, and has never been thought of 
since. Yet the situation resembles much those arms of the sea, called lochs 
by the Scots, loughs by the Irish, and lagoons by the Spaniards. i.i ^^ 

5 iSder Leyerett, as weU as WUson, is, by Hubbard, 190, blessed with this 
mgular gift in '^ the practice of discipline." It certainly belonged to his 
office. 

^ Cotton^s arguments are lost, we may presume, for the custom of raising 
these charges of the church, which was made so clear from the scripture, is 
totally changed. Our fathers looked too much to a special divine appoint- 
ment in their management of secular concerns, often forgetting that reason 
was no less the gift of God, than the ritual of Moses, and that a different state 

16 VOL, !• 
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27.] The ^overnour and assistants met at Boston, and took 
into consideration a treatise, which Mr. Williams (then of Sa- 
lem) had sent to them, and which he had formerly written to 
the governour and council of Plimouth, wherein, among other 
things, he disputes their right to thejands they possessed here, 
and concluded that, claiming by t&e king^s grant, they could 
have no title, nor otherwise, except, they compounded with the 
natives. For this, taking advice with som.e of the most judi- 
cious ministers, (who much condemned Mr. Willjams's ^rrour 
aad presumption,) they-^gave order, that he should be convent- 
ed at the next court, to be censured, &c. There were three 
passages chiefly whereat they were much offended : 1, for th'ut 
he chargeth liing James to have told a solemn publick lie, 
because in his patent he blessed God that he was the first 
Christian prince that had discovered this land : 2, for that he 
chargeth nim and others with blasphemy for calling Europe 
Christendom, or the ||Christian|| world : 3, for that he did per- 
sonally apply to our present king, Charles, these three places in 
the Revelations, viz. [blank.]^ 

Mr. Endecott being absent, the governour wrote to him to 
let him know what was done, and withal added divers argu- 
ments to confute the said errogrs, wishing him to deal with Mr. 
Williams to retract the same, &c. Whereto he returned a 
very modest and discreet answer. Mr^ Williams also wrote to 
tl^e governour, and also to him and the rest af the council, very 
submissively, professing his intent to have been only to have 
written for the private satisfaction of the |pffovernour,|| &c. of 
Plimouth, without any purpose to have stirred any further in it, 
if the governour |phere|| had not required a copy of him ; withal 
offering his book, or any part of it, to be burnt. 

At the next court he appeared ||^6m<en%,|| and gave satis- 
faction of his intention and ||*loyalty.|| So if was left, and 
nothing done in it. 

January 21.] News came from Plimouth, that Capt. Stone, 
who this last summer went out of the bay or lake, and so to 

||charcb|| ||9gent1emeD|| ||3Uiere|| ||4privatelj|| ||5giH|| 

existed in the church, from that which the apostles were compeUed, by cir- 
cumstances, not led bj inspiration, to adopt. 

1 Perhaps the same expressions, bj another, would have given less offence. 
From Williams thej were not at first received in the mildest, or even the moat 
natural sense; though further reflection satisfied the magistrates, that his 
were not dangerous. The passages from the Apocalypse were probably not 
applied to the honour of the king ; and I regret, therefore, that Winthrop 
did not preserve them. No complaint of such indiscretion would have 
been expressed ten years later, when the mother country far outran the 
colony in these perversions of scripture. j 
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Aquamenticus, where he took in Capt. Norton, putting in at 
the mouth of Connecticut, in his way to Virginia, where the 
Pequins inhabit, was there cut off by them, with all his compa- 
ny, being eight.^ The manner was thus : *Three of his men, 
being gone ashore to kill fowl, were cut off. Then the sachem, 
with some of his men, came aboard, and staid with Capt. Stone 
in his cabin, till Capt. Stone (being alone with him) fell on 
3leep. Then he knocked him on the head, and all the rest of 
the English being in the cook's room, the fndians took- such 
pieces as they found there ready charged, and bent them at 
the English; whereupon one took a piede, and by accident 
gave fire to the powder, which blew up the deck ; but most 
of the Indians, perceiving what they went about, shifted over- 
board, and after they returned, and killed such as remained, 
and burned the pinnace. We agreed to write to the gover- 
nour of Virginia, (because Stone was one of that colony,) to 
move him to revenge it, and upon his answer to take fur- 
ther counsel.** 

20.] Hall and the two others, who went to Connecticut 
November 3, came now home, having lost themselves and en- 
dured much mbery. They ||informed|j us, that the small pox 
was gone as far as any Indian plantation was known to the 
west, and much people dead of it, by reason whereof they 
coiUd have no trader . 

At Naragansett, by the Indians' report, there died seven 
hundred; but, beyond Pascataquack, none to the eastward. 

24.1 The ^overnour and council met again at Boston, to 
consider of Mv. Williams's letter, &c. when, ^ith the advice 
of Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wilson, and weighing his letter, and 
further, considering of the aforesaid offensive passages in his 
book, (which, 'being written in very obscure and implicative 
phrases, might well admit of doubtful interpretation,) they 
found the matters not to be so evil as at first they seemed. 
Whereupon they agreed, that, upon his retractation, &c. or 
taking an oath of allegiance to the king. Sec. it should be 
passed over. 

[Very large blank.] 

||a88ured|| 

1 It was first written ten or twelve. 

9 A pen bas been drawn diagonaUj across this narrative in the MS. ; and 
in the margin this direction is given, '^ See after, November 6, 1634.^* But 
H is evident, that this is not superseded bj that relation, in fulness of de- 
tail at least. Whether the first story were designed to be stigmatized as 
less credible than the other, when neither could come from the innocent, 
b left to the judgment of the reader. Both are worth preserving. 
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An Englishman of Sacoe, travelling into the country to trade, 
was killed by the Indians. 

[Very large blank.] 
30.] John Seales, who ran from his master to the Indians, 
came ||home|| again. He was at a place twelve miles off, where 
were seven Indians, whereof four died of the pox while he was 
there. 

[Large blank.] 

February 1.] Mr. Cradock's house at Marblehead was 
burnt down about midnight before, there being then in it Mr. 
Allerton, and many fishermen, whom he employed that season, 
who all were preserved by a special providence of God, with 
most of his goods therein, by a tailor, who sate up that night at 
work in the house, and, hearing a noise, looked out and saw the 
bouse on fire above the oven in the thatch. 

This winter was very mild, little wind, and most S. and S. 
W. but ll^oftjl snows, and great. One snow, the 15th' of this 
month, wa^ near two feet deep all over. 
[Large blank.] 

Such of the Indians' children as were left were taken by the 
English, most whereof did die of the pox soon after, three on- 
ly remaining, whereof one, which the governour kept, was 
called Know-God, (the Indians' usual answer being, when they 
were put in mind of God, Me no- know God.) 
[Large blank.] 

22.1 The ^grampus came up towards Charlestown |pagainst|| 
the tide of ebb. 

[Large blank.] 

♦This season Mr. Allerton fished with eight boats at Mar- 
ble Harbour.* 

[Large blank.] 

By this time seventeen fishing ships were come to Richman's 
Isle and the Isles of Shoals. 

March 4.] By order of court a mercate was erected at 
Boston, to be kept upon Thursday, the fifth day of the week, 
being the lecture day. Samuel *Cole set up the first house for 
Ml ||«after|| |t3by|| 

1 Here some may imagine, as the former editor certainly did, that the 
name of a ship is intended ; but to me it seems evident, that the author 
designed only to remark the early arrival of that species of fish in our 
shoal waters* 

9 From his being so early a member of the church, No. 42, and his wife, 
Ann, who died no long time after arrival, standing next, I conclude thej 
came over with Winthrop. His will, dated 21 December, 1666, was proved 
in the following February, 
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common entertainment, and John ^Cogan, merchant, the first 
shop. 

Upon oflFer of some new comers to give liberally towards the 
builaing of a galley for defence of the bay, and upon consulta- 
tion with divers experienced seamen and others, it was thought 
fitter for our conaition to build a vessel forty feet in length, 
and twenty-one in breadth, to be ||minion|| proof, and the up- 
per deck musket proof, to have one sail, and to carry whole 
culverin and other smaller pieces, eight in all. This was found 
to be so chargeable, and so long time ere it could be finished, 
that it was given over. 

At this court all swamps, above one hundred acres, were 
made common, &c* Also Robert Cole, having been oft pun- 
ished for drunkenness, was now ordered to wear a red D aoout 
his neck for a year. 

[Blank.] 

7.] At the lecture at Boston a question was propounded 
about veils* Mr. Cotton concluded, that where (by the cus- 
tom of the place) they were not a sign of |pthe women's sub- 
jection,l| they were not commanded by the apostle. Mr. En- 
decott opposed, and did maintain it by the general arguments 
brought by the apostle.^ After some debate, the governour, 
perceiving it to grow to some earnestness, interposed, and so it 
Drake on. 

[Large blank.] 

Among other testimonies of the Lord's gracious presence 
with his own ordinances, there was a youth of fourteen years 
of age (being the son of one of the magistrates) so wrought 
upon by the ministry of the word, as, for divers months, he 
was held under such affliction of mind, as he could not be 
brought to apprehend any comfort in God, being much humbled 
and broken for his sins, (though he had been a dutiful child, 
and not given up to the lusts of youth,) and especially for his 
blasphemous and wicked thoughts, whereby Satan bu£(eted him, 

||cannon|| ||^ woman^s sobiietyH 

1 This geBtleman, who died m 1658. apelt his name with a double g. 
He left a good estate, of which five hundred acres in Wobum is valued in the 
inventory at ten pounds. From the Boston Records it appears, he was mar- 
ried, for the second time, as his former wife, Ann, is named in the Church 
Record of July, 1634, to Mrs. Martha Winthrop, undoubtedlv the widow of 
ttie author of this Hutory, on 10 March, 1651, by Gov. John E^decott. 

S In this opmion £ndecott had been instructed by Williams, whose scru- 
ple on this subject is ridiculed by Hubbard, 204, 5. That historian makes 
Cotton preach a sermon at Salem one Sunday morning, which so enlightened 
the wones, that ^' they appeared in the afternoon without their veils.^' 
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so as he went mourning and languishing daily ; yet, attending 
to the means, and not giving over prayer, ana seeking counsel, 
&c. he came at length to be freed from his temptations, and to 
find comfort in God^s promises, and so, being received into the 
congregation, upon good proof of his understanding in the 
things of God, he went on cheerfully in a Christian course, 
falling daily to labour, as a servant, and as a younger brother of 
his did, who was no whit short of him in the knowledge of 
God^s will, though his ^outh kept him from daring to offer 
himself to the congregation.^ — Upon this occasion it is not im* 



1 Conjecture would confidently applj this anecdote to the writer^s own 
family ; for such minute relation could only be expected from a party. The 
" younger brother" was, no doubt, Deane, bom March, 1622 — 3. Stephen, 
the govemour^s son, chiefly alluded to in the text, was, on 16 of this month, 
received as a member of the church. By his wife, Judith, he had, as 1 learn 
from Boston Records, two children, Stephen, bom 7 November, 1644, and 
John, 24 May, 1646. They, probably, both died young. He went to In- 
land, as will be seen in the se<juel of this Hbtory, either in the latter part of 
1645, or in 1646, whence be did not return, 1 believe, but for a short period. 1 
find a power of attorney from him to his brother John, 20 July, 1653, and a deed 
of 28 Febroary, 1654 — 5, both executed here. He had bejore been a deputy, 
and was exposed in England to suit, because he had been reedrder of a court, 
which gaTe an unsatisfactory judgment in the case of Alderman Berkley. In 
England he got forward in military and political life. He commanded a regi- 
ment, was a member of parliament in Oliver^s time, for Scotland, as by letter 
of George Monk, 30 August, 1656, in Thurloe^s State Papers, V. 366, appears ; 
and, being a gentleman of sobriety, was much trusted by the protector. 
Roger Williams, in a letter to Oov. John of Connecticut, 21 February, 
1655 — 6, gives him the news from England, '* Tour brother succeeds JVfajor 
General Harrison.^^ This was the ex()uisite enthusiast, who troubled Crom- 
well so much with his anticipation of a kingdom of the saints. He died ear- 
ly ; for in our Registry of Deeds is one of 20 May, 1659, to John Leverett, 
irom Judith in England, therein styled ^^ relict of Stephen Winthrop.'^ 

I had supposed, when I wrote the note for his brother John, that the royal 
gratitude had been expressed to Stephen for assisting the preparation for the 
great change of 1660, knowing his influence so short a time before the resto- 
ration, and therefore postponed to this place the introduction of the following 
curiosity : 

L^iUr of King Charles IL to 

BB.UB8ELLB8, 6 Of 8 ApHl^ 1660. 
I HAVE so good information of the many good offices you have done for 
me, that I cannot doubt but you will continue the same affection, till you 
have perfected the work you have begun, which, you may be most assured, 
will be accompanied with such an acknowledgment from me, that all tiie 
world shall take notice of the sense I have of your kindness, and how great 
an instrament you have been in promoting the happiness of your country. I 
have no more to ask of you, but to proceed in the same way and method 
your ovm understanding suggests to you, and that you will believe I will al- 
ways be 

Tour affectionate friend, 

CHARLES R. 
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pertinent (though no credit nor regard be to be had of dreams 
in these days) to report a dream, which the father of these 
children had at the same time, viz* that, coming into his cham- 
ber, he found his wife (she was a very gracious woman) in bed, 
and three or four of their children lying by her, with most 
sweet and smiling countenances, with crowns upon their heads, 
and *blue ribbons about their leaves.* When he awaked, he 
told his wife his dream, and made this interpretation of it, that 
God would take of her children to make them fellow heirs with 
Christ in his kingdom. 

[Large blank.] 
Satan bestirred himself to hinder the progress of the gospel, 
as, among other practices, appeared by this :^ He stirred up a 
spirit of jealousy between Mr. James, the pastor of Charlton, 
and many of his people, so as Mr. Nowell, and some others, 
who bad been dismissed from Boston, began to question their 
fact of breaking from Boston, and it grew to such a principle 
of conscience among them, as the advice of the other ministers 
was taken in it, who, after two meetings, could not agree about 
their continuance or return. 

[Large blank.] 

One Mr. ^Morris, ensign to Capt. Underbill, taking some 

Tbe foregoing ia folded in the common vtyle of letters, but not super- 
scribed, though it bears the roya] signet on its wax. It has been since la- 
beDed, ** Regis Anglie Epistola,^^ and in another place, by a different hand, 
" Kmg Charles II. LeUer to Gov. Winthrop." This letter, which is whoUy 
in the king^s hand-writing, has been preserved in the W^inthrop family ; but, 
the envelope being lost, it cannot be knoum to whom the honour was addreJssr 
ed. I now presume it was to John, the govemour of Connecticut. As he 
had not been absent from New England, the service rendered must have been 
here, and the acknowledgment is, therefore, more honourable to him and 
to tbe sovereign. 

1 It M to be regretted, that any jealousy arose in the infant church of 
Charlestown ; yet if Nowell and others doubted the propriety of their separa- 
tion from the brethren of Boston, we mav ascribe their dissatisfaction to find- 
ing their pastor to be a man of less useful talents or amiable temper than had 
been expected. - Few in the present age would attribute such a misfortune to 
tbe agency of Satan, who has been, says Jortin, '^charged with many 
thmgs, which perhaps he never did.*' But in our indictments for capitaJ 
<^n<:ei, we retained, until very recently, the absurd allegation, ^^ being 
iBoved and seduced by the instigation of the devil.** 

3 Richard Morris was a person of some consequence in the colony, and 
probably accompanied Winthrop in the fleet ; for he and his wife early be- 
came members of the Boston church, being Nos. 64 and 5. He was in the 
military service, when a body of men, or at least of officers, was kept in 
pay, in 1632 and 3, as appears from the original account of William Pynchon, 
the treasurer, and became a deputy in the general court of March, 1636—6, 
I presume from Roxbury. Being unhappily of that party in religion, which 
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distaste in bis office, requested the magistrates, that he might be 
discharged of it, and so was, whereby he gave offence to the 
congregation of Boston, so as, being questioned and convinced 
of sin in forsaking his calling, he did acknowledge his fault, 
and, at the request of the people, was by the magistrates chosen 
lieutenant to the same company, for be was a very stout man 
and an experienced soldier. 

April l.J Order was taken for ministering an oath to all 
house keepers and sojourners, being twenty years of aee and 
not freemen, and for making a survey of the houses and lands 
of all freemen. 

Notice being sent out ||of|| the general court to be held the 
14th day of the third month, called May, the freemen deputed 
two of each town to meet and consider of such matters as they 
were to take order in at the same general court ; who, having 
met, desired a sight of the patent, and, conceiving thereby that 
all their laws should be made at the general court, repaired to 
the govemour to advise with him about it, and about the abro- 
gating of some orders formerly made, as for killing of swine 
in corn, &c. He told them, that, when the patent was granted, 
the number of freemen was supposed to be (as in like corpora- 
tions) so few, as they might well join in making laws ; but now 
they were grown to so great a body, as it was not possible for 
them to make or execute laws, but they must choose others for 
that purpose: and that howsoever it would be necessary 
hereafter to have a select company to intend that work, yet 
for the present they were not furnished with a sufficient number 
of men qualified for such a business, neither could the com- 
monwealth bear the loss of time of so many as must intend it. 
Yet this they might do at present, viz. they might, at the gene- 
ral court, make an order, that, once in the year, a certain num- 
ber should be appointed (upon summons from the govemour) 

INI 

favoured Wheelwright and bis sister, Mrs. Hutchinson, he signed the petition in 
favour of the preacher, about which great controversy arose a few years after ; 
and the legislature, 20 November, 1637, had ordered him, with the other dan- 
gerous schismaticks, to be disarmed, as in the history of that time will appear. 
On 6 September of next year, Col. Rec, I. 227, informs us, ^^ Lieut. Morris 
had leave to depart, (having offended in subserilMng the petition or remon- 
strance,) being advised to forbear meddling with our people in the matters of 
opinion, least they be farther dealt with ; and was advised not to sit down 
within our limits, and was wished to warn the rest not to sit down within 
our limits.^* From this banishment, so gently expressed, for signing a me- 
Borial to the court eighteen months before, t know not that he returned. 
His ^retreat was Exeter, where, with many of his persecuted brethren, he 
formed the association, 4 October, 1639, which is preserved in Hazard, I. 
463. 
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to revise all hws, &c* and to reform what they found amiss 
therein ; but not to make any new laws, but prefer their griev- 
ances to the court of assistants ; and that no assessment should 
be laid upon the country without the consent of such a com- 
mittee, nor any lands disposed of.^ 

1 No couDtr^ OD earth can afford the perfect history of any event more \/^ 
intereBtJDg to its own inhabitants than that which is here related. Win- | 
tbrop seems to have spoken like an absolute sovereign, designing to grant 
a favour to his subjects, by adtuKting them to a representation at coYirt. 
Such was the origin of most of the assemblies, in other nations, of delegates 
of the people, by whom some influence of the majority is imparted to the 
government. The enlargement of this kind o( civil liberty to that perfect 
measure, enjoyed in Great Britain and our country, may be traced, with 
tolerable distinctness, for about five hundred years ; but its commencement 
is very dimly discerned throu^ the mists of antiquity. A long controversr 
on the origin of parliaments is indeed now at an end ; but it terminated with 
a genera] acquiescence in that opinion, which assiened their beginning to 
nearly the same motives as our general courts of deputies. 

A natural inquiry arises, what induced this concert among the several ^ 
towns to send deputies, or why the voticb mentioned in the text was given ? 
Since nothing can be found in the Records, previous to this meeting of the 
deputies, the answer must be left to conjecture ; and perhaps no conjecture 
can be more satisfactory, than that the assistants were become weary of the 
exercise of all the powers of government, and desired others to participate in 
the responsibility. For this, however cautious the language of our author, it 
appears to me very evidently designed. The very humble powers, he pro- 
posed that the representative should receive from his constituent, it is hardly 
necessary to add, were immediately transcended ; and the assembly, as it 
ought, was ever afterwards by itself thought competent to the enaction of any 
regulation for the publick welfare. 

It seems proper to transcribe here the earliest mention in our Colonr <^^ \ 
Records, I. 115, of any representation, other than that to raise a publick 
stock, of which ample notice is heretofore taken, in pages 70, 76 : " It was for- a^ *h 

tber ordered, that it shall be lawful for the freemen of every plantation to • , s 

choose two or three of each town, before every general court, to confer of 
and prepare such publick business as by them shall be thought fit to consider 
of at the next general court ; and that such persons as shall be hereafter so 
deputed by the freemen of [the] several plantations, to deal in their behalf in the 
publick affairs of the commonwealth, shall have the full power and voice of 
all the said freemen derived to them for the making and establishing of laws, 
granting of lands, &c. and to deal in aU other affairs of the commonwealth, 
wherein the freemen have to do, the matter of election of magistrates and 
other officers only excepted, wherein every freeman is to give his own voice." 
This is one of the first acts of the representatives. 

The proceedings of \h\B first general court of delegates, 14 May, 1634, begin 
OB the preceding page, in the margin of which are the names of twenty-four 
persons, who were, I have no doubt, deputies from only eight towns, bein^ not 
Itro, as the text has it, but three for each town. As the occasion is so mte- 
resting, it may be agreeable to the reader to have here inserted the names of the 
PUiST representatives of Massachusetts, in the same order as in the Record : 
" Mr. GooDwiv, Mr. Spbvcbr, Mr. Talcott ; Mr. Fkakes, Mr. Browjt, 
Mr. Oldham ; Mr Beschkr, Mr. Palmer, Robert Moulton ; Mr. 
Coxrall, Edmovd Quinsby, Capt. John Uitdrrhill ; John Johvsov, 
William Heath, Mr. Alcock; Mr. Israel Stoughtoit, William 
Fklfss, George Hull ; Capt. Tvrhsr, Mr. Willis, Mr. Edward 

17 VOL. I. 
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3.] The TOvernour went on foot to Agawam, and, because 
the people there wanted a minister, spent the Sabbath with 
them, and exercised by way of prophecy, and returned home 
the 10th. 

20.1 John ^Coggeshall, gentleman, being dismissed from the 
church of Roxbury to Boston, though he were well known and 



ToMLivs ; M». HoLGRAvs, Ma. Covavt, Fhavcis Wmtow." The 
ifst three were of Newtown ; the others of Watertown, Charlestown, Bo»- 
ton, Roxbury, Dorchester, skg^ and Salem, in equal numbers, according to 
this order. But, in this assignment of the individuals to the several towns, I 
have followed my own judgment ; in making up which, the most patient in- 
quiry was rewarded, for dl bat two or three, with perfect certainty. No 
•pecification of the places, from which the deputies came, is inserted, for ma- 
ny years, in the margin of the volume, wherein their names are contained. 

Having taken a copy of the names of members in the first twtrUjf'tw 
xsourts, I may add, that the places in the lists are fiUed' without r^;ard to ngok 
of the person, or age of the town. Hingham stands at the top as often as 
Salem ; and those of the same town are not always written next to each other, 
though so much regularity is commonly found. Perhaps they were often en- 
tered by the secretary, as they came in to take their seats. At the courts in 
May, September, and November, 1637, all the Boston members are named 
last. This, I presume, was a punishment of their heresy, and regret, that it 
was not the only punishment. 

The ninth town, that sent deputies, was Ipswich, on 4 March next ; and the 
right was extended to Weymouth at the court, 2 September followmg. Hing- 
ham members appear f 5 May, 1636. In September after one from Newbury 
is found among the representatives; and in April following Concord has a 
place. 

1 This gentleman was of high consideration, represented Boston in the first, 
second, third, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth courts, in the Records of which 
his name is sometimes written by the secretary, as it was probably pronounced, 
Coxeall. He waa elected for the twelfth, but, with AspinwaJj, as we find. 
Col. Rec. I. 202, ^^ affirming that Mr. Wheelwright is innocent, and that he 
was persecuted for the truth, was in like sort dismissed from being a member 
of the court, and order was given for two new deputies to be chosen by the 
town of Boston.^' Perhaps the ceremony, mentioned in the text, would have 
been dispensed with for himself; but his wife and a maid servant, Ann 
Bhellev, were received, at the same time, from the neighbouring church, as I 
learn from the Records of our own. In general, communicants from other 
churches were received, in early times, with the same liberality as now 
prevails. At the same court from which he was expelled, 2 November, 
1637, ''being convented for disturbing the publick peace,'' he ''was 
disfranchised, and enjoined not to speak an^ thing to disturb the pnblick 
peace, upon pain of banishment.'' He was exiled in March following, and re- 
tired with his blameless associates to Rhode Island, which they had just be- 
fore purchased from the natives. In that peaceable settlement he became an 
assistant, and, in 1647, presided over the colony with a spirit of heterodox 
charity. See Callender, 30, 42. His son I presume to be the clerk of the 
general assembly of that colony in 1676. 2 Hist. Coll. VII. 112. Descendants 
in a right line remain to this day. In 1817 one was a representative in 
Massachusetts firom Somerset, bordering on the state of Rhode Island ; and, 
from some neighbouring ports, several masters of ships of this name have of 
late years been noticed. 
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approred of the church, yet was not received but by confes- 
sion of his faith, &c. 

IVerj large blank.] 

May 3.] News came of the death of Hocktn and the 
Plimouth man at Kenebeck, (and of the arrival of the ship at 
Pemaquid, which brought thirty passengers for this place.) 

The occasion of the death of those men at Kenebeck was 
this : The Plimouth men had a grant, from the grand patentees 
of New England, of Kenebeck, with liberty jof sole trade, &c. 
The said Hockin came in a pinnace, belongmg to the Lord Say 
and Lord Brook at Pascataquack, to trade at Kenebeck. Two 
of the magistrates ||of|| Plimouth, being there, forbad him ; yet he 
went up the river ; and, because he would not come down 
again, tney sent three men in a canoe to cut his cables. Hav- 
ine^ cut one, Hockin presented a piece, and sware he would 
kill him that went to cut the other. They |pbad|| him do if he 
durst, and went on to cut it. Thereupon he killed one of 
them, and instantly one in the Plimouth pinnace (which rode 
by them, and wherein five or six men stood with their pieces 
ready charged) shot and killed Hockin. 

16.] At the general court at Boston, upon the complaint of 
a kinsman of the said Hockin, John *Alden, one of the said 
magistrates of Plimouth, who was present when Hockin was 
slain, being then at Boston, was called and bound with sureties 
not to depart out of our jurisdiction without leave jpbad ;|| and 
withal we wrote to Plimouth to certify them what we had done, 
and to know whether they would do justice in the cause, (as 
belonging to their jurisdiction,) and to have a speedy answer, 
&c. This we did, that notice might be taken, that we did dis- 
avow the said action, which was much condemned of all men, 
and which was feared would dve occasion to the king to send 
a general governour over ; and besides had brought us all and 
the gospel under a common reproach of cutting one another^s 
throats for beaver.' 

[Blank.] 
IMI ||«told|| , lia^gcll 

1 Whfle the Memorial of Plimouth Colony sorvivei, the name of Alden, a 
hrief account of whom is found in Eliot and Allen, cannot be forgotten. Ma- 
ny of hii deicendantf are in honourable place in yarioos parti of the United 
States, of whom one is an indefatigable antiquary, the president of a college 
at MeadTille in Pennsylvania, to whose CoUection of Epitaphs many ao- 
knowledgments are dne. The ancestor and his genealogieal series, down to 
the present hour, are found in vol. III. 264—274. 

s Bradford's relation is a little more full ; and, as he was a patentee, the 
reader wiU find, with pleasure, that his pen was guided by truth, as well ai 
interest. See Appendix to Hutchinson, 11. 418, 19. A little farther onward 
in this History, more mil be found on the same subject. 
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By this time the fort at Boston was in defence, and divers 
pieces of ordnance mounted in it. 

[L4irge blank.J 

Those of Newtown complained of straitness for want of 
land, especially meadow, and desired leave of the ||court|| to 
look out either for enlargement or removal, which was grant- 
ed ; whereupon they sent men to see Agawam and Merimack, 
and gave out they would remove, &c. 
[Large blank.] 

14.] At the general court, Mr. Cotton preached, and deliver- /na a*^ 
ed this doctrine, that a magistrate ought not to be turned into 
the condition of a private man without just cause, and to be 
publickly convict, no more than the magistrates may not turn 
a private man out of his freehold, &c. without like pubiick 
trial, &c« This falling in question in the court, and the opinion 
of the rest of the ministers being asked, it was referred to fur- 
ther consideration.^ 

The court chose a new governour,^ viz. Thomas Dudley, Esq; 
the former deputy; and Mr. Ludlow was chosen deputy ; and 
John Haines, Esq. an assistant, and all the rest of the assistants 
chosen again. 

At this court it was ordered, that four general courts should 
be kept every year, and that the whole bodv of the freemen 
should be present only at the court of election of magistrates, 
&c^ and that, at the other three, every town should send their 
deputies, who should assist in making laws, disposing lands, 
&c.^ Many good orders were made this court. It held three 
days, and all things were carried very peaceably, notwithstand- 
ing that some of the assistants were questioned by the freemen 
for some errours in their government, and some fines imposed, 
but remitted again before the court brake up. The court was 
kept in the meeting-house at Boston, *and the new governour 
and the assistants were together entertained at the bouse of the 
old governour, as before.* 

||couDciI|f 

1 Expediencj should have kept Cotton silent ; for the people are more 
likely to become jealous, when such a principle is preached, than when it is 
put in practice. The reverend teacher took his freeman^s oath at this court, 
and httd not sufficient experience in the affairs of the country to authorize so ' 
strong an expression of Jiis opinion, unless he believed himself directed from 
on high. Any of his friends could have led him to doubt the suggestion, how- 
ever, had he pretended such ; but he was delivering a sincere opinion of his 
own forming. 

3 Choien by papers^ is written in the margin of our MS. 

>. ^ Jl&. Cottington chottn trcanarer^ is in the margin. 
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The week the court was, there came in six ships, with store of 
passengers and cattle* 

[Large blank.] 

Mr. ^Parker, a minister, and a company with him, being 
about one hundred, went to sit down at Agawam, and divers 
others of the new comers. 

[Very large blank.] 

One [blank,] a godly minister, upon conscience of his oath 
and care of the commonwealth, discovered to the magistrates 
some seditious speeches of his own son, delivered in private to 
himself; but the court thought not fit to call the party in 
question then, being loath to have the father come in as a pub- 
lick accuser of his own son, but rather desired to find other 
matter, or other witness against him. 

24.] Mr. Fleming, master of a ship of Barnstable, went 
hence to the eastward to cut masts there, and so to return to 
England. There returned with him Ensign Motham and another. 
[Large blank.] 

These ships, by reason of their short passage, had store of 
provisions left, which they put off at easy rates, viz. biscuit at 
2O5. the hundred ; beef at £6 the hogshead, &c. 

[Blank.] 

Newtown men, being straitened for ground, sent some to 
Merimack to find a fit place to transplant themselves. 

[Blank.] 

June 1.] The Thunder, which went to Bermuda the 17th 
October, now returned, bringing corn and goats from Virginia, 
(for the weavils had taken the corn at Bermuda before they 
came there.) Ensign ^Jenyson went in her for pilot, and related, 
at his return, that there was a very great change in Bermuda 
since be dwelt there, divers lewd persons ||being|| become good 
Christians. They have three ministers, (one a Scotchman,) 
jl^avJngH _ _ 

1 Of Tbomas Parker, a learned theologian, pnpU of the rreat Archbishop 
Usher, notice wiU often arise in the progress of this work* He was a bache* 
k>r, but stood in place of a father to many divines of the succeeding genera- 
tion. One who desires to know more of him, may consult Hubbard, 193, the 
Magnalia, Eliot, Allen, and 1 Hist. Coll. VI. 273, and IX. 48. An errour may 
be corrected in a note to Jama Parker^s letter, in Hutch. CoU. 155, where it 
is supposed, " he was afterwards one of the ministers of Newbuty," which 
was the place of usefulness assigned to our Thomas. James had preached at 
Portsmouth before going to Barbados. 1 Hist. Coll. X. 39. 

s William Jennison was of Watertown, from which he was a deputy in the 
Mcond and many subsequent courts, with higher titles than in the text, as 
lieutenant and captain. 
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who ||take|| great pains among them, and had ktelj (by [nrayer 
and fasting) dispossessed one possessed H^withH a devil. They ob- 
tained his recovery while the congregation were assembled.^ 

He brought news, also, of a great ship arrived in Patomack 
River in Virginia, with a govemour and colony sent by the 
Lord^Bartimore, who was expected there shortly himielf, and 
that they resisted those of Virginia, who came to trade in that 
river. 

It appeared after, that the kin^ had written to Sir Joha 
'Harvy, |pknight,|| governour of Virginia, to give all assistance 
to that new plantation, which was called Maryland by the 
Queen of England : and those who came over were, many of 
tnem. Papists, and did set up mass openly. 

July.] The Hercules of Dover returned by St. George's to 
cut masts to carry to Endand. 

The last month arrived here fourteen great ships, and one at 
Salem. 

Mr. Humfrey and the lady Susan, his wife, one of the Earl 
of Lincoln's sisters, arrived here. He brought more ordnance, 
^ Btookjl jpofjl y^Hung^ill 

1 If this be the stoi^ of the trareller, not the belief of the author, giving it 
civUly, Mrithont throwing any shadow on it, we should rejoice at the complete- 
ness of the narrative, rather than exhibit regret for its credulity. The miracle 
wrought by the prayer and fasting of three ministers at Bermuda, has never, to 
my knowledge, been brought up against Protestantism, though it may be re- 
jected with as much contempt as the numerous ones produced, at a later day, 
by the Jansenists in France. It has been remarked by a disbeliever, that, 
while the church of Rome asserte, from its foundation to our times, the r^nlar 
juccession of miraculous gifts of all kinds, the reformed are contented with 
exorcisms* What kind of potsetHan this was, thus exorcised at Bermuda, we 
know not, unless we infer, from the mode of cure, that the operators attempt- 
ed a recovery of that species (epilepsy) related by Matthew, xvii. 21, and 
Marie, ix. !K9. Better signs, or better proof, are wanted in such cases, if, for 
our reception, a modem instance of hearing prayer in heaven is offered ; 
though the weak and the cunning, the deluded or the deluders, have, in aU 
ages, abounded in such impositions. The credibility of the evangelists is sup- 
ported by the very means, which, to a careless observer, might seem to de- 
tract iron it t and tha truth ia m«re resplendent, when the counterfeit is 
detected. 

S Cecil, son of George, Lord Baltimore, against whom nothing can be 
learned from bistoinr but the father's conseientious conversioD, and fbe heir's 
adherence, to the Romish religion. For tfa«ir just deserts, which the liberal 
inhabitmts of Maryland will never forget, the read^ is referred to Belknap^s 
American Biography, II. 363-^380. Cmdour must be exttoded to some 
passages of this History, in which the spirit of the age will appear more promi- 
nent^ thm justice. 

3 This gentleman, who had been named by King James, in his last year, of 
the oouncU fot ^e Immediate roveniment of Virgmia, Ha£. I. 189, was, by 
Charles, an>ototad govemotn', M March, 1687. lb. t34. A new commission 
for the same place was given him nine yean after. lb. 400. 
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muskets and powder, bought for the publick by moneys given 
to that end ; for godly people in England began now to appre- 
hend a special hand of God in raising this plantatbn, and their 
hearts were generally stirred to come |[over*|| Among others; 
we received letters from a godly preacher, Mr. Levinston, a 
Scotchman in the north of Ireland, whereby he signified, that 
there were many good Christians in those parts resolved to 
come hither, if they mi^ht receive satisfaction concerning some 
questions and propositions which thej sent over, ifibewise, 
Mr. Humfrey brought certain ^propositions from some persons 
of great quality and estate, (and of special note for piety,) 
wherebj they discovered their intentions to join with us, if 
they might receive satisfaction therein. It appeared further, 
by many private letters, that the departure of so many of the 
best, both ministers and Christians, had bred sad thoughts in 
those behind of the Lord's intentions in this work, and an 
apprehension of some evil days to come upon England. 
ipThenll it began now to be apprehended by the archbishops, 
and others of the council, as a matter of state, so as they sent 
out warrant to stay the ships, and to call in our patent; but, 
ui>on petition of the ship masters, (|pattending|| how beneficial 
this plantation was to England) in regard of the Newfoundland 
fishing, which they took in their way homeward, the ships 
were at that time released. But Mr. Cradock (who had been 

Svemour in England before the government was sent over) 
d strict charge to deliver in the patent; whereupon he wrote 
to us to send it home. Upon receipt of his letter, the gover- 
nour and council consulted about it, and resolved to answer 
Mr. Cradock's letter, but not to return any answer or excuse 
to the council at that time. 

[Verj large blank.] 
§For the success of the passengers and cattle in the ships ;§ 
Divers of the ships lost many cattle ; but the two which came 
from Ipswich, of more than one hundred and twenty, lost but 
seven. Kone of the ships lost any passengers, but the Eliza- 
l|to Hill IftHI IP^Mesingll 

I For the«e propositions of certain peers, and others of the English nobility, 
with the answers, drawn with great dUcrttion^ returned two years after, the 
curious are mdebted to Hntchhison^s Mass. I. Appendix, 433—^136. Follow- 
ing them b a letter of Cotton, to enforce our answers, addressed to the Puritan 
Lord Say. He says, " Democracy I do not conceive that ever God did or- 
dain at a fit goremment, either for church or commonwealth. If the people 
be govemours, who shall be governed ? As for monarchy, and aristocracy, 
they are both of them deariy approved, and directed in &crq>ture, yet so as 
referreth the sovereignty to himself, and setteth op theocracy in both, as the 
best ibrm of govenunent in the conunoAwealth, as well as in the church.'' 
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beth Dorcas, which, having a long passage, and being hurt 
upon a rock at Scilly, and very ill victualled, she lost sixty 
passengers at sea, and divers came sick on shore, who all re- 
covered, (through the mercy of God,) except 

[Large blank.] 

Mr. Humfrey brought sixteen heifers given by a private 
friend, viz. Mr. Richard ^Andrews, to the plantation, viz. to 
every of the ministers one, and the rest to the poor, and one 
half of the increase of the ministers' to be reserved for other 
ministers. Mr. Wilson, so soon as he had his, gave it to Mr. 
Cotton. By Mr. Humfrev's means much money was procured^ 
and divers promised yearly pensions. 
[Large blank.] 

Six of Newtown went in the Blessing, (being bound to the 
Dutch plantation,) to discover Connecticut River, intending to 
remove their town thither. 

9.] Mr. Bradford and Mr. Winslow, two of the magistrates 
of Plimouth, with Mr. Smith, their pastor, came to Boston by 
water, to confer with some of our magistrates and ministers 
about their case of Kenebeck. There met hereabout Mr. 
Winthrop, Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wilson, and after they had 
sought the Lord, they fell first upon some passages which they 
had taken some offence at, but those were soon cleared. Then 
for the matter itself, it fell into these two points: 1, whether 
their right of trade there were such, as they might lawfully 
hinder others from coming there ; 2, admitting that, whether, 
in point of conscience, they might so far stand upon their right 
as to take away or hazard any man's life in defence of it. 

For the first, their right appeared to be good ; for that, be- 
sides the king's grant, tney had taken up that place as vacuum 
domicilium, and so had continued, without interruption or claim 
of any of the natives, for divers years; and also had, by their 
charge and providence, drawn down thither the greatest part of 
the trade, by carrying wampampeage thither, which none of 
the English had known the use of before. For the second, 
they ||alleged,|| that their servant did kill Hockin to save other 
of their men, whom he was ready to have shot. Yet they ac- 
knowledged, that they did hold themselves under guiltof the 
breach of the sixth commandment, in that they did hazard 
Human's hfe|| for such a cause, and did not rather wait to preserve 

||allowed|| |Pmen^s livesH 

1 Of the liberality of this disttngubhed friend of Massachusetts and PH- 
month colonies, further notice will occur in onr progress. He became 
mayor of London. 
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their right by other means, which they rather acknowledeedi 
because they wished it were not done; and hereafter mey 
would be careful to prevent the like. 

The govemour and Mr. Winthrop wrote their letters into 
England to mediate their peace, ana sent them by Mr. ||Win- 
slow.ll 

Sir Ferdinando Gorges and Capt. Mason sent [blank] to Paa- 
cataquack and Aquameeticus, witn two sawmills, to be erected, 
in each place one.^ 

[Blank.] 

Mr. Cradock wrote to the governour and assistants, and sent 
a copy of the council's order,* whereby we were required to 
send over our patent Upon long consultation whether we 
should return answer or not, we agreed, and returned an- 
swer to Mr. Cradock, excusing that it could not be done but 
by a general court, which was to be holden in September next. 

[Blank.] 

Mr. Winthrop, the late governour, received a letter from the 
Earl of Warwick, wherein he congratulated the prosperity pf 
our plantation, and encouraged our proceedings, ana ofl^red 
his help to further us in it. 

29.] The govemour and council, and divers of the ministers, 
and others, met at Castle Island, and there agreed upon erects 
ing two platforms and one small fortification, to secure Ifkhem 
bolhjp and, for the present furtherance of it, they agreed to 
lay out £5 a man till a |prate|| might be made at the next gene- 
ral court. The deputy, Roger Ludlow, was chosen overseer of 
this work. 

Mr. Samuel Skelton, pastor of Salem, died. 
ie court, the new town at Agawam was named 
Ipswich, in acknowledgment of the ^eat honour and kindness 
done to our people which took shipping there, &c.; and a day 
of thanksgiving appointed, a fortnight after, for the ||^prospe- 
rous arrival of the others,|| &c. 

A ^letter §was delivered§ to Mr. Winthrop by Mr. Jefie- 

gwOsoDll gsuie citjil |^le|| l^partioular reyival of the ttmesH 

1 Belknap^s New Hampshire, Appendix yill. contains a letter of Mason 
about these mills, to erect which he sent people with Josseljn, brother of 
John, the voyager. 

a A copy of this order if in Hafard, 1. 341, takmi from Hubbard, 153. 

3 B^ the erronr of the former edition, Dr. Holmes was led to remark, 
Annals, I. fi78, that the ^^ metropolis has never ytt been incorporated with 

hat name.'^ 

4 Never were feelings of triumph more openly, and, as the event showed, 
incautiously displayed, than in &is epistle, for which the author smarted 

18 VOL. I. 
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ry,^ an old planter, written to him from Morton, wherein he 
related, how he had obtained his long suit, and that a commis- 
sion was granted for a general govemour to be sent over, with 
many railing speeches and threats against this plantation, and 
Mr. Winthrop in particular. Mr. Winthrop acquainted the 
govemour and council with it, and some of the ministers. 

[Blank.] 

This summer was hotter than many before* 
[Blank.] 

1 3.] About midnight, one Craford, (who came this summer,) 
with his brother and servant, having put much goods in a 
small boat in Charles River, over against Richard Brown his 
house, overset the boat with the weight of some hogsheads, (as 
was supposed,) so as they were all three drowned ; yet one of 
them could swim well, and though the neighbours came running 
forth, instantly, upon their cry, yet none could be saved. 

[Large blank.] 

Our neighbours of Plimouth and we had oft trade with the 
Dutch at Hudson's River, called §by them§ New Netherlands. 
We had from them about forty sheep, and beaver, and brass 
pieces, and sugar, &c. for sack, strong waters, linen cloth, and 
other commodities. They have a great trade of beaver — about 
nine or ten thousand skins in a year. Our neighbours of Pli- 
mouth had great trade also this year at Keneoeck, so as Mr. 
Winslow carried with him into England, this year, about twenty 
hogsheads of beaver, the greatest part whereof was traded for 
wampampeage. 

One pleasant passage happened, which was acted by the 
Indians. Mr. Winslow, coming in his bark from Connecticut to 

ten years after, as in our Historjr of that time, in our second yolume, will 
be seen. The original deformity is there exhibited. Hubbard, 498, copied 
it, and most subsequent writers imagined, that to his page, not Winthrop^s, 
were thej indebted for the curiosity. 

1 William Jefiery, or Jeffries, was a person of some distinction, settled in 
our colony before the arrival of the first company of Endecott, sent by the 
patentees in 1628. His admission as a freeman is noticed among the earliest 
who were received. Col. Rec I. 73. I can assign his residence, only by 
guess, to Weymouth. See note 2, on page 43. He was named, with Black- 
stone, by Sir Ferdinando Gorges^s son, in his abortive grant to Oldhain, attor- 
ney to give possession of jMassachusetts. Conf. Has. i. 259 and 268. Such a 
letter Morton could not have sent, without supposing his correspondent would 
agree with him in dislike of the men, on whom he lavished so bold abuse ; 
and it may almost seem treachery in the receiver to give it up. Perhaps 
Jeffery was afraid of discovery, or else the Merry Mount rioter was deceived in 
judging one his friend, who bad six years before joined the formidable alliance 
for bit overthrow. 
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Narigansett, — and he left her there, — and intending to return by 
land, he went to Osamekin the sagamore, his old ally, who of- 
fered to conduct him home to Plimouth. But, before they took 
their journey, Osamekin sent one of his men to Plimouth to 
tell them that Mr. Winslow was dead; and directed him to 
show how and where he was killed. Whereupon there was 
much fear and sorrow at Plimouth. The next day, when 
Osamekin brought him home, they asked him why he sent 
such word, &c. He answered, that it was their manner to do 
so, that they might be more welcome when they came home. 

[Blank.] 

19.] Mr. Bradford and Mr. ^Collier of Plimouth came to 
Boston, having appointed a meeting here the week before, but 
by reason of foul weather were driven back. They had writ- 
ten to Capt. Wiggin of Pascataquack about the meeting for 
hearing the cause of Hockin's death. 
[Large blank.] 

Com was this year at four shillings the bushel, and some at 
three shillings, and some cheaper. 

[Large blank.] 

29.1 The ||Dove,|| a pinnace of about fifty tons, came from 
Maryland upon Patomack River, with corn, to exchange for 
fish and other commodities. The governour, Leonard ^Cal- 
vert, and two of the commissioners, wrote to the governour 
here, to make ofier of trade of corn,'&c. and the governour of 
Virginia wrote also on their behalf, and one Capt. Young wrote 
to make offer to deliver cattle here. Near all their company 
came sick hither, and the merchant died within one week after. 

[Blank.] 

IP II 

1 Honourable mention must ever be made of William Collier, Esq. who 
came over to Plimouth only the year before that of the text. He was chosen 
an assistant in 1634, and thenceforward until 1666, every year, except 1638, 
52 and 53, when he was probably absent, and was one of the two first dele- 
gates to the congress of the United Colonies, in 1643. For more particular 
account of this gentleman, the student will turn with pleasure to Judge Davis^s 
edition of Morton^s Memorial. 

* 9 This gentleman was the brother of Cecil, Lord Baltimore, mentioned in 
the note on page 134, sent by the patentee as his governour. His name will 
recur in the progress of this History ; but I regret that any information of the 
events of his administration is confined to its policy ,^pplaQded by Belknap, 
and the minute, but imperfect narrative in Bozman's History of Maryland. 
The Hon. Charles Calvert, governour of Maryland, a descendant, died 2 Feb- 
ruary, 1732* A tomb, erected at Annapolis, bore inscriptions in honour of him- 
self and wife, which may be seen in the American Magazine, printed at Bos- 
ton, 1743, pa^ 74. I believe reputable descendants of this family pcrpetu-i 
ate its fame in Maryland. 
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September 4,] Tte general court ^began at Newtown, and 
continued a week, and then was adjourned ||fourteenl| days. 
Many things were there agitated and concluded, as fortifying in 
Castle Island, Dorchester and Charlestown ; also against to* 
bacco, and costly apparel, and immodest fashions ; and com- 
mittees appointed for setting out the bounds of towns; with 
divers other matters, which do appear upon record. But the 
main business, which spent the most time, and caused the ad- 
journing of the court, was about the removal of Newtown. 
Tl)ey had leave, the last general court, to look out some place 
for enlargement or removal, with promise of having it confirm- 
ed to them, if it were not prejudicial to any other plantation ; 
and now they moved, that they might have leave to remove to 
Connecticut. This matter was debated divers days, and man^ 
reasons alleged pro and con. The principal reasons for their 
removal were, 1. Their want of accommodation for their cat- 
tle, so as they were not able to maintain their ministers, nor 
could receive any more of their friends to help them ; and here 
it was alleged by Mr. Hooker, as a fundamental errour, that 
towns were set so near each to other. 

3. The fruitfulness and commodiousness of Connecticut, 
and the danger of having it possessed by others, Dutch 'or 
English. 

3. The strong bent of their spirits to remove thither. 

[Large blank.] 

Against these it was said, 1. That, in point of conscience, 
they ought not to depart from us, being knit to us in one body, 
and bound by oath to seek the welfare of this common- 
wealth. 

2. That, in point of state and civil policy, we ought not to 
give them leave to depart. 1. Being |rwe|| were now weak and 
in danger to be assailed. 2. The departure of Mr. Hooker 
would not only draw many from us, but also divert other 
friends that would come to us. 3. We should expose them to 
evident peril, both from the Dutch (who made claim to the same 
river, and bad already built a fort there) and from the Indians, 
and also from our own state at home, who woukl not endure 

llelerenil ||9new|| 



1 By the Col. Records, I. 126, the day o( assembling is the 3d, not 4th, of 
September. But it is more important to observe, that no names of deputies 
appear ; so that I regard it only as a second session of the court, adjourned in 
May, and therefore give the distinction of tteond court to that in March fol« 
lowing. Many new members appeared then, and so we find the fact in every 
succeeding meeting for many years. Perhaps one or more new delegates ap- 
peared at this court from some town not represented at the May session. 
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they should sit down without a patent in any place which our 
king lays claim unto. 

3. They might be accommodated at home by some en- 
largement whicn other towns offered. 

4. They might remove to Merimack, or any other place 
within our patent. 

5. The removing of a candlestick is a great judgment, 
which is to be avoided. 

Upon these and other arguments the court being divided, it 
was put to vote ; and, of the deputies, fifteen were for their dc- ^ 
parture, and ten against it.* The governour and two assistants '" 
were for it, and the deputy and all the rest of the assistants 
were against it, (except the secretary, who gave no vote;) 
whereupon no record was entered, because there were not six 
assistants in the vote, as the patent requires.^ Upon this grew 
a great difference between the governour and assistants, and 
the deputies. They would not yield the assistants a negative ^ 
voice, and the others (considering how dangerous it might be 
to the commonwealth, if they should not keep that strength to 
balance the greater number of the deputies) thought it safe to 
stand upon it. So, when they could proceed no further, the 
whole court agreed to keep a day of numiliation to seek the 
Lord, which accordingly was done, in all the congregations, the 
18th day of this month ; and the 24lh the court met again. Be- 
fore they began, Mr. Cotton^ preached, (being desired by all 
the court, upon Mr. Hooker^s instant excuse of his unfitness for 
that occasion.) He took his text out of Hag. ii. 4, &c. out of 
which he laid down the nature or strength (as be termed it) of 
the magistracy, ministry and people, viz. — the strength of the 
magistracy to be their authority; of the people, their liberty; 
and of the ministry, their purity ; and showea how all of these 
had a negative voice, &c. and that yet the ultimate resolution, 
&c. ought to be in the whole body of the people, &c. with an- 
swer to all objections, and a declaration of the people's duty 



1 The eiTonr of Hutchinson, in reporting this division of the deputies, and 
his mistake of the name of the depu^ govemour,'he owed to Hubbard, 173, 4, 
who copied our author with carelessness surprising even in him. He almost 
ItteraUj transcribed from our text the verj form of the argument and partition 
of the subject ; and the numerals are here as plain as in any part of the original 
MS. On so important a question, we might, a priori, conclude, that every one 
of the deputies was present ; and since their nimtber, at the first general court 
when representatives appeared, was twentj^our, and so small a body never 
appears again, we may confidentlv presume, there were now twenty-five, 
tAoiigh the enuHieration of the body cannot be given precisely, because the 
Records, in this solitary instance, omit their names. See the last note. Lad* 
low wM tlie depntj governour. 
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and right to maintain their true liberties against any unjust vio- 
lence, &c. which gave great satisfaction to the company. And 
it pleased the Lord so to assist him, and to bless his own ordi- 
nance, that the affairs of the court went on cheerfully; and al- 
though all were not satisfied about the negative voice to be left 
to the magistrates, yet no man moved aught about it, and the 
congregation of Newtown came and accepted of such enlarge- 
ment as had ^formerly been offered them by Boston and 
Watertown ; and so the fear of their removal to Connecticut 
was removed. 

At this court Mr. ^Goodwin, a very reverend and godly man, 
being the elder of the congregation of Newtown, having, in 
heat of argument, used some unreverend speech to one of 
the assistants, and being reproved for the same in the open 
court, did gravely and humbly acknowledge his fault, &c. 



1 Hubbard, 175, read thii woid freely, 

9 William Goodwin is known to ub, for manj years, only br this notice of 
bis language, as a deputy in the court. The occasion of his disrespect to the 
assistant, no doubt, arose from the projected migration of bis townsmen. He 
did not represent Newtown in any following legislature, and removed, proba- 
bly, the next year but one, with a large portion of his constituents, to Con- 
necticut. Nothing more is beard of him until 1654, when a controrersy 
sprang up in the church of Hartford, where Goodwin was ruling elder, be- 
tween him and Stone, the teacher, which lasted several years, bailing the 
attempts of the legislature to calm it, and drawing New Haven and Massachu- 
setts into the idle examination. The humble importance of such mighty agi- 
tation occupies many pages in Trumbull, 1. 311 and following; but Mather, 
book HI. says, the origin of it ^^has been rendered almost as obscure at the 
rise of Connecticut River.*' That author, in bis usual diffuse manner, foDows 
up his illustration with aUusions to t^e force of the stream, and the width of 
its overflow ; yet he has omitted the important parallel, of enriching the soil 
by its inundation. Goodwin was honoured by Gov. Hopkins, by being madQ 
a trustee in his will. 

I have seen, among the Hutchinson Papers, in the archives of our Hbtori- 
cal Societjr, a tract, of eight and a half folio pages, entitled ^^ The Sentence of 
the Council held at Boston, September 26, 1659, concerning the long, sad, 
and afllicting Controversy between the rev. teacher, Mr. Samuel Stone, the 
honoured and dearly beloved brethren of the church of Hartford, on the one 
part, and the honoured and dearly beloved brethren, the withdrawers from 
the said church, on the other part, since the relapse after the pacification. 
May 3, 1657.*' It bears date 7 October, and is signed by Wilson, Chauncey, 
K. Mather, AUen, Symmes, Norton, fIliot,£dm. Browne, Cobbet, Sherman, 
Hubbard, Danforth, Mitchell and Shepard, among the divines ; and R. Russell, 
£dw. Tyng, and Isaac Heath, of the laity. It appears to be the handwriting 
of mcitthlett Mitchell ; but though it refers to ^^ the great labour of the reve- 
rend council held at Hartford in '56 ; the poor service of the church messengers 
from hence in '57 ; the several occasional letters from the elders of these i^irts 
before and since ; and, lastly, the travels of this present assembly," with earnest 
entreaty for healing the scandalous divisions, — 1 hope it may not be imputed to 
any disesteem of the council or the subject, that my curiosity was not sufficient'* 
ly strong to encounter the labour of perusal of so venerable a Qianoscript. 
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IB.] Ac this court were many laws made against tobacco^ 
and immodest fashions, and costly apparel, &c. as appears by 
the Records ; and ^£600 raised towards fortifications and other 
charges, which were the more hastened, because the Griffin 
and another ship now arriving with about two hundred passen- 
gers and one hundred cattle, (Mr. ^Lothrop and Mr. ^Simmes, 
two godly ministers, coming in the same ship,) there came over 
a copy of the Commission granted to the two archbishops and 
ten others of the council, to regulate all plantations, and power 

{;iven them, or any five of them, to call in all patents, to make 
aws, to raise tythes and portions for ministers, to removeand pun- 
ish governours, and to hear and determine all causes, and inflict 
all punishments, even death itself, &c. This being advised 
from our friends to be intended specially for us, and that there 
were ships and soldiers provided, given out as for the carry- 
ing the new govemour, Capt. Woodhouse, to Virginia, but 
suspected to be against us, to compel us, by force, to receive 



1 The apportionment is worth transcribing from the Records, I. 128, as, 
we maj be confident, it represents the relative wealth of the settlements : 
** Boston, Dorchester and Newtown, each, j580 ; Roxbury, J670 ; Watertown, 
£60 ; Sagus and Ipswich, each, jS&O ; Salem and Charlestown, each, £45 ; 
Meadford, £26 ; Wessaguscus, £10 ; Barecove, £4." 

8 With the excellence of the Rer. John Lathrop, we could form little' 
acquaintance in a place, to which every reader would most naturally resort, 
the Description of Barnstable, in 1 Hist. Coll. III. But the extraordinary er- 
roun of that tract, pages 15, 16, or any other writer's deficiency, are all for- 
gotten on perusal of one of the amplest memoirs of him and his posterity, 
by a. descendant, found in 2 Hist. Coll. 1. 163. Eliot has afforded two 
pages to him, ^nd his name is excluded from Allen only by some less desira- 
ble matter. A great, great grandson, one of the most sincere and benevo- 
lent men of his time, who died since ^furnishing that narrative of his an- 
cestor, alter a long life of devotion to his duties, will long be remembered 
as pastor of the Second Church of Boston. The patriarchal divine at West 
Springfield, whose sermons have justly been more in repute than those of 
equal volume by any other American, who deceased since the preparation 
of these notes began, deduced his origin from this first clergyman of Scitu- 
ate. A very numerous line of descendants is found in our country. 

3 Zechariab Symmes, the worthy teacher of the church at Chariestown, 
is sufficiently commemorated in Eliot's Dictionary, where the time of his 
death is erroneously given 1676, for February 4, 1670 — 1. Johnson has 
honoured him, and espectaUy his wife, above most of the ministers in the 
land, lib. I. c. 32. In this History his service to the community is often 
mentioned ; and at the last election of Winthrop, as govemour, narrated 
in this work, he preached the sermon. His descendants, at different times, 
have been honoured in church and state. 

The famoos Mrs. Ann Hutchinson came over in the same ship with 
Symmes, as was given in evidence on her trial. See Hutchinson's Mass. II. 
Appendbu 

4 See the commission in Hubbard, 264. 
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a new governour, and the discipline of tbe church of Eng- 
land, and the laws of the commissioners, — occasioned the ma- 
gbtrates and deputies to hasten our-fortifications, and to discover 
our minds each to other; which grew to this conclusion,^ viz. 

Large blank. 
At this court, as before, the assistants had their ||diet|| at the 

EDvernour's at Newtown, and the first day all the deputies. He 
ad £100 allowed him for his charges, and £500 more was 
raised' towards fortifications, &c. 

30.] About this time one Alderman, of Bear Cove, beine 
about fifty years old, lost his way between Dorchester and 
Wessaguscus, and wandered in the woods and swamps three 
days and two nights, without taking any fpod, and, being near 
spent, God brought him to Scituate ; biit he had torn his legs 
much, &c. Other harm he had none. 

October 5.] It being found, that the four lectures did 
spend too much time, and proved |pover|| burdensome to the 
ministers and people, the ministers, with the advice of the 
magistrates, and with consent of their congregations, did agree 
to reduce them to two days, viz. Mr. Cotton at Boston one 
Thursday, or the 5th day of the week, and Mr. Hooker at 
Newtown the next 5th day, and Mr. Warham at Dorchester 
one 4th day of the week, and Mr. Welde at Roxbury the 
next 4th day. 

Mr. Lathrop, who had been pastor of a private congrega- 
tion in London, and for the same kept long time in prison^ 
(upon refusal of the oath ex-ofiicio,) being at Boston upon a 
sacrament day, after the sermon, &c. desired leave of the Con- 
gregation to be present at the administration, &c« but said that 
he durst not desire to partake In it, because he was not then in 
order, (being dismissed from his former congregation,) and 
he thought it not fit to be suddenly admitted into any other, 
for example sake, and because of the deceitfulness of man^s 
heart. He went to Scituate, being desired to be their pastor. 

14.] It was informed the ^overnour, that some of our peo- 
ple, being aboard the bark ot Maryland, the sailors did revile 
them, calling them holy brethren, tne members, &c. and withal 
did curse and swear most horribly, and use threat^iog 
speeches against us. The govemour vm>te to some of the 
assistants about it, and, upon advice with the ministers, it was 

lldoesll W^eryW 

1 What the conclusion wai, we may easflj judge from the opinion of the 
ministers, obtained at a meeting 19 January following, at, a few pi^^ on- 
ward, will appear. 
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agreed to call them in question ; and to this end (because 
we knew not how to get them out of their bark) we appre* 
hended the merchant of the ship, berog ||on shore,|| and com-* 
milted him to the marshal, till Afr. Maverick came and under-* 
took that the offenders should be forthcoming.^ The next day 
(the governour not Wine well) we examined the witnesses, and 
found them fall short of the matter of threatening, and not to 
agree about the reviling speeches, and, \>eside, not able to design 
certainly the men that had so offended. Whereupon (the bark 
staying only ||^upon|| this) the bail was discharged, and a letter 
written to the master, that, in regard such disorders were com- 
mitted aboard his ship, it was his duty to inquire out the offend- 
ers and punish them ; and withal to desire him to brbg no more 
such disordered persons among us. 

♦Mr. Wilson's hay, being stacked up not well dried, fell on 
fire, to his great prejudice at this season ; fired by his own 
servants, &c. as they intended to prevent firing.* 

The weather was very fine and hot, without rain, near six 
weeks* 

The Lords Say and Brook wrote to the governour and Mn 
*BelIingham, that howsoever they might have sent a man of 
Ijone Storell ||i)for|| 

1 The process was more efTectual than regular* 

9 Gov. Richard Bellingham^s worth is exhibited in the aiinals of hii 
couDtrj, of which he was the last surviving patentee named in the charter, 
^^ having spun,^^ sajs Hnbbardi 610, ^^ a long thread of above eightj jears.^' 
His talents were adapted less for eloquence than advice, as the same writei* 
expresses it, *^ like a vessel whose vent holdeth no good proportion with its 
caf>acitj.^^ Hubbard, after observing that his quaMcatiotis, as a governour, 
were rather lessened bj his melancholjr humour, continues i ^* He had been 
bred a lawyer, jet turned strangely, although upon verjr pious considerations, 
as some have judged, out of the ordinary road thereof, in the making of his 
last will and testament, which defect, if there were any, was abondanUy sup- 
plied by the power of the general court, so as that no prejudice did arise to 
his successors about his estate.^* A fact inconsistent with the correctness of 
the closing sosgestion, is, by the recent editor, in the note to Hutch. I. 247, 
asserted. Bellingham and his wife, Elizabeth, who died in a few years, were 
received into Boston church, 3 August of this year, so that a wrong date of 
bis arrival is given by £Uot ; but more observation is deserved by a casual 
sentence about this gentleman from the same author* He calls him ^^ a very 
learned man, compared with his contemporaries in New England.^' This is 
uttered without the caution that usually distinguishes our New England bi- 
ographer. Several of the laity were equals, in my opinion, of Bellingham ) 
and — without naming some of the worthies of Phmouth, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut or New Haven^-both the Winthrops, Bradstreet and Saltonstall 
bis superiours. I speak confidentlr, but adrisedly, that, if we inclnde 
the clergy, who surely had as good a share of letters as their brethren 
•docated at the same universities of Oxford and Cambridge, there were 
in New England, at any time between 1630 and 1690, as many sons of 
those two nimous nurseries of learning as would be found in a propor- 

19 VOL. I. 
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war to beat down the house at Kenebeck, for the death of ? - 
Hockin, &c. ||jret|| they thought better to take another course ; 
and therefore desired that some of ours might be joined with 
Capt. Wiggin, their agent at Pascataquack, to see justice done, 
&c. 

20.] Six men of Salem, going on fowling in a canoe, were 
overset near Kettle Island, and five of them drowned. 

November 5.] At the court of assistants complaint was 
made by some of the country, (viz. Richard Brown of Wa- 
tertown, in the name of the rest,) that the ensign at Salem was 
defaced, viz. one part of the red cross taken out. Upon this, 
an attachment was awarded against Richard ^Davenport, 

IthatB 

tionate namber of their fellow sabjects in the mother coantry. Betides 
which our own college sent out streams, of which several flowed to make 
glad the land of their fathers. 

In the euloghim of this worthy, bj Hubbard, ^^ a notable hater of bribes*' 
is part ; and in the Granary buriaJ ground, in this city, over his tomb, which 
now belongs to the family of the late Got. Sullivan, that honour is re- 
peated : 

''Virtue's fast friend within this tomb doth lie, 
A foe to bribes, but rich in charity.'' 

Surely the character ol the age forbids us to consider these clean hands 
as duiinguiihing him from other magistrates. 

He was of a good fi^nily in England, and perhaps Richard Bellingham, 
who was recorder of Boston in 1625, was his father. In our Registry of 
Deeds, lib. VIII. 297, is evidence of a gift from the govemour to Angola, 
a negro, of a piece of land on the highway leading to Roxbury, fifty feet 
square, to him and his children forever, with the language of the donor : 
^*' He was the only instrument that, under God, saved ray life, coming to me 
with his boat, when 1 was sunk in the river between Boston and Winisi- 
met, several years since, and laid hold of me and got me into the boat 
he came in, and saved my life ; which kindness of him I remember." 

Something from the will, 28 November, 1672, in Prob. Rec. VII. 271, 
is worth copying : ^' Among many other undeserved favours of God towards 
me, this is none of the least, that, for so long a time, I have lived under 
the special government of Christ in his church, not without some soul satis- 
facti^ through the gracious presence of Christ, who hath walked in the 
midst of these churches, which I judge have been constituted according to 
his mind. That I may testify the engagement of my heart to the Lord, 
being now of perfect memory and understanding, I do dispose," &c. Af- 
ter various devises, he says, '' I do freely and vvUIingly dispose and give 
(after mine and my wife's decease) the farms she hath during her life, 
and (after the decease of my son and his daughter) my whole estate i^i Win- 
nisimet, to be an annual encouragement to some godly ministers and preach- 
ers, and such as may be such, who shall be by my trustees judged faithful 
to those principles in church discipline, which are owned and practised in 
the First Church of Christ in Boston, of which I am a member ; a main 
one whereof is, that all ecclesiastical jurisdiction is committed by Christ 
to each particular organical church, from which there is no appeal, visible 
saintsbip being the matter, and express covenanting the form, of the church." 
Bellingham was warm in his opposition to the Third, now Old South, Church. 

1 This person rose to higher rank, and was several years commander at 
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ensign-bearer, to appear at the next court to answer. Much 
matter was made of this, as fearing it would be taken as an act 
of rebellion, or of like high nature, in defiatcing the king's 
colours ; though the truth were, it was done upon this opinion, 
that the red cross was given to the king of England by the 
pope, as an ensi^ of victory, and so a superstitious thing, and 
a relique of antichrist* What proceeding was hereupon, will 
appear after, at next court, in the first month ; (for, by reason of 
the great snows and frosts, we used not to keep courts in the 
three winter months.) 

The Rebecka catoe from Narigansett with five hundred 
bushels of corn given to Mr. John Oldham. The Indians had 

t>romised him ||one thousand!) bushels, but their store fell out 
ess than they expected. They gave him also an island in the 
Narigansett Bay, called Chippacursett, containing about *one 
thousand acres,* six miles long, and two miles broad. This is 
a very fair bay, being above twelve leagues square, with divers 
great islands in it, a deep channel close to the shore, being 
rocky. Mr. Peirce took the height there, and found it forty- 
one degrees, forty-one minutes, being not above half a degree 
to the southward of us. In his voyage to and fro, he went 
over the shoals, having, most part, five or six fathom, within half 
a mile and less of the shore from the north part of Cape Cod 
to Natuckett Island, which is about twenty leagues — ana, in the 
shallowest place, two and an half fathom. The country on the 
west of the Bay of Naragansett is all champaign for many miles, 
but very stony, and full of Indians. He saw there above one 
thousand men, women and children, yet the men were many 
abroad on hunting. Natuckett is an island full of Indians, 
about ten leagues in length east and west. 

6.] There came to the deputy '.governour, about fourteen 
days since, a messenger from the rekod sachem^ to desire our 
friendship. He brought two bundles of sticks, whereby he sig- 
nified how many beaver and |potter|| skins he would give us 
for that end, and great store of wampompeage, (about two 
bushels, by his description.) He brought a small present with 
him, which the deputy received, and returned a moose coat of 
as good value, ana withal told him, that he must send persons of 
greater quality, and then our governour would treat with them. 
||100|| ^ ll^tberli 

Castle Island in Boston harbour, where, Clap and Habbard, 642, inform us, 
lie was killed bj lightninr in Julj, 1665, to which Hutchinson, 1. 233, adds 
some particulars. Capt. Roger Clap, the next month, was appointed suc- 
cessor. From his Memoirs something may be learned of the spirit and i 
ners of the earljr settlers, if not of their deeds. 
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And now there came two men, who brought another present of 
wampompeage. The deputy brought them to Boston, where 
most of the assistants were assembled, bj occasion of the lec- 
ture, who, calling to them some of the ministers, grew to this 
treaty with them : That we were willing to have friendship, &c. 
but because they had killed some Englishmen, viz. Capt« Stone, 
&c. thev must first deliver up Ijthose whoft were guilty of his 
death, &c* They answered, that the sachem, who then lived, 
was slain by the Dutch, and all the men, who were guilty, &c. 
were dead of the pox, except two, and that if they were worthy 
of death, they would move their sachem to have them deliver^ 
ed, (for they had no commission to do it ;) but they excused 
the fact, saving that Capt. Stone, coming into their river, took 
two of theu: men and bound them, and made them show him 
the way up the river, which when they had done, he, with two 
others anq the (wo Indians, (their hands still bound,) went on 
shore, and nine of their men watched them, and when they were 
on ll^leepll in the night, they killed them ; then going towards 
the pinnace to have taken that, it suddenly blew up into the 
air. This was related with such confidence and gravity, as, 
having no means to contradict it, we inclined to believe it. But, 
the governour not being present^ we concluded nothing ; but 
gome of us went with them the next day to the governour. 

The reason why they desired so much our friendship was, 
because they were now in war with the Naragansctts, whom, 
till this year, thev had kept under, and likewise with the Dutch, 
who had killed their old sachem and some other of their men, 
for that the Pekods had killed some Indians, who came to trade 
with the Dutch at Connecticut ; and, by these occasions, they 
could not trade safelv any where, Therefore they desired us 
to send a pinnace with cloth, and we should have all their trade. 

They offered us also all their right at Connecticut, and to fur^ 
ther us what they could, if we would settle a plantation there. 

When they came to the governour, they agreed, according 
to the former treaty, viz. to deliver us the two men, who were 
guilty of Capt. Stone's death, when we would send for them j 
to yield up Connecticut 5 to give us four hundred fathom of 
wampompeage, and forty beaver, and thirty otter skins ; and 
that we should presently send a pinnace with cloth to trade 
with them, §and so should be at peace with them, and as friends 
to trade with them,i§ but not to defend them, &c. 
Ilsach asjl i^hoTe\\ 

1 A cause of the omisaioD, id the former edition, of thn member of the 
teat^Qce is yer/ easily foimd, The e^e of the transcriber, tamiQ|p from W» 
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The next morning news came, . that two or three hundred of 
the Naragansetts were corae to Cobann, viz* Naponsett, to kill 
the Pekod ambassadours, &c. ' Presently we ||met at|| Roxbury, 
and raised some few men in arms, and sent to the Naragansctt 
men to come to us. When they came there were no more but 
two of their sachems, and about twenty |pmore,|| who had been 
on hunting thereabouts, and came to lodge with the Indians at 
Cohann, as their manner is. So we treated* with them about 
the Pekods, and, at our request, they promised they should go 
and come to and from us in peace, and they were also content 
to enter further treaty of peace with them ; and in all things 
showed themselves very ready to gratify us. So the Pekods 
returned home, and the Sfaragansetts departed well satbfied ; 
only they were told in private, that if they did make peace 
with the Pekods, we would give them part of that wampom- 

Eeage, which they should give us ; (for the Pekods held it dis- 
onourable to offer them any thing as of themselves, yet were 
willing we should eive it tnem, and indeed did oi!er us so 
much for that end.^) 

The agreement they made with us was put in writing, and 
the two ambassadours set to their marks— -one a bow with an 
arrow in it, and the other a hand. 

13.] The Regard, a ship of Barnstable, of about two hun« 
dred tons, arrived with twenty passengers and about fifty 
caule. 

One thing I think fit to observe, as a witness of God's provi- 
dence for this plantation. There came in thb ship one Mans« 

llsent oat to|| ll^men|| 

copj to the original MS. caught, in the latter branch, the words, ^^ trade 
with them,^* which close each part, and he supposed it was what he had 
already transferred to his sheet. Several erroors of that edition, as will ap« 
pear in the progress of our labour, were occasioned in this waj. Collations 
of ancient M6S. afbrd criticks frequent opportunity of detecting such faults, 
arising from the o/uoM^rixivTOF, which forms a class of cases excepted from 
the genera] rule, that the shorter reading should be preferred. Bj such 
a cause the loss of the famous spurious tex^ 1 John, ▼. 7, from all the MSS« 
was formerly, in vain, attempted to be explained. 

1 If any doubt has ever been entertained, in Europe or America, of the equi- 
table and pacifick principles of the founders of New England, in their relations 
with the Indians, the secret'history, in the foregoing paragraph, of this nego- 
tiation, should dissipate it. Bj tlie unholv maxims of vulgar policy the 
diacord of these unfriendly nations would have been encouraged, and our 
European fathers should have employed the pasrions of the aborigines for 
their mutual destruction. On the contrary, an honest artifice was resorted 
to for their reconciliation, and the tribute received bv us from one offending 
party was, by a Christian deception, divided with their enemies to procure 
mutual peace. Such mediation b more useful than Tictory, and more hon- 
ourable than conquest. 
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field, a poor godly man of Exeter, being very desirous to come 
to us, but not able to transport his family. There was in the 
city a rich merchant, one Marshall, who, being troubled in his 
dreams about the said poor man, could not be quiet till he had 
sent for him, and given him £50, and lent him £lOO, willing 
him withal, that, if he wanted, he should send to him for more. 
This Mansfield grew suddenly rich, and then lost his godliness, 
and his wealth soon after.^ 

18.] About this time an open pinnace of one Mr. ^Sewall 
of Ipswich, going deep laden from Boston, was cast away upon 
the rocks at the head of Cape Ann, in a N. E. storm ; but all 
the men were saved. 

21.1 One ^Willys, a godly man, and member of Boston 
churcn, and one l5orety, an honest man, and two boys, goinff 
over to Noddle's Island to fetch wood, in a small Doat, and 
none of them having any skill or experience, were cast away 
in a N. E. tempest, as they came home in the night laden, be- 
ing then ebbing water. We sent two boats on the Lord^s day, 
(so soon as they were missing,, being the 33d,) but they could 
not find men, or boat, or wood, in any ||part|| of the bay. 
Three days after the boat was found at Muddy River over- 
turned. 

27.] The assistants met at the govemour's, to advise about 
the defacing of the cross in the ensign at Salem, where (taking 
advice with some of the ministers) we agreed to write to Mr. 
Downing in England, of the truth of the matter, under all our 
hands, that, if occasion were, he might show it in our excuse ; 
for therein we expressed our dislike of the thing, and our pur- 
pose to punish the offenders, yet with as much wariness as we 
mighty being doubtful of the lawful use of the cross in an ensign, 
though we were clear that fact, as concerning the manner, 
was very unlawful. 
l|pi«M^^II 

1 The last sentence is an addition, bj the author, at a later time. Per- 
haps that providence, which sent us a man, who soon lost his character and 
his property, had better been reverenced in silence. 

S This ancestor of one of the most venerated families, which has given 
three of its members to preside in the highest court of civil and criminal juris- 
diction in Massachusetts, was one of the first' settlers at Ne wburj. The biogra- 
phies of Eliot and Allen, and especially the copious Collection of American 
Epitaphs, bj Alden, 11. 115, have weU perpetuated the memory of his de- 
scendants. Henry died at Rowley, 1654 ; and in Hutchinson, I. Appendix 
xii. is a letter from Richard Cromwell, during his short enjoyment of the title 
of Lord Protector, to our govemour and magistrates, in favour of the son, who 
was a minister in Hampshire, and came over about his father^s estate. 

3 John and Jane Willis are, in the Records of Boston church, numbered 
135, 6 ; and against their names is written, dead nnu. 
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It was then informed us, how Mr. Eliot, the teacher of the 
church of Roxbury, had taken occasion, in a sermon, to speak 
of the peace made with the Pekods, and to lay some blame 
upon lithe ministry|| for proceeding therein, without consent of 
toe people, and ior other failings (as he conceived.) We took 
order, that he should be dealt with by Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hooker, 
and Mr. Welde, to be brought to sec his errour, and to heal it 
by some publick explanation of his meaning ; for the people 
befi;an to take occasion to murmur against us for it. 

It was likewise informed, that Mr. Williams of Salem had 
broken his promise to us, in teaching publickly against the 
kmg's patent, and our great sin in claiming right thereby to 
this country, &c. and for usual terming the churches of Eng- 
land antichristian. We granted summons to him for his ap- 
pearance at the next court. 

The aforesaid three ministers, upon conference with the said 
Mr. Eliot, brought him to acknowledge his errour in that he 
had mistaken the ground of his doctrine, and that he did ac- 
knowledge, that, for a peace only, (whereby the people were 
not to be engaged in a war,) the magistrates might conclude, 
plebe inconsulto, and so promised to express himself in pub- 
lick next Lord's day. 

34.] One Scott and Eliot of Jpswich were lost in their way 
homewards, and wandered up and down six days, and eat 
nothing. At length they were found by an Indian, being almost 
senseless for want of rest, &c. 

About the same time one [blank] was twenty-one days upon 
Plumb Island, and found by chance frozen in the snow, yet 
alive, and did well. He had been missing twenty days, and 
himself said he had no food all that time. 

December 4j Was an extraordinary tempest of wind and 
snow, at N. N. E. which continued twenty-four hours, and after 
that such frost as, within two days, the whole bay was frozen 
over, but free again before night. 

11.] The lectures at Boston and Newtown returned again to 
their former course, because the weather was many times so 
tedious as people could not travel, &c. 

This day, after the lecture, the inhabitants of Boston met 
lo choose seven men who should divide the town lands among 
chem.^ They chose by papers, and in their choice left out 
Hour measuresjl 

1 In hit index the former editor seems to have considered this paragraph 
M affording an account of the *'*• origin of selectmen in Boston ;^^ and tlie 
Mone errour is followed even by so careful a writer as Holmes, Annals, 1. 279. 
Tkis, and most other of the towns, had before been governed bj such officers, , 
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Mr. *Winthrop,* Coddington, and other of the chief men; 
onlj they chose one of the elders and a deacon, and the rest 
of the inferiour sort, *and Mr. Winthrop had the greater num- 
ber before one of them by a voice or two.*^ This they did, 
as fearing that the richer men would give the poorer sort no 
great proportions of land, but would rather leave a great part 
at liberty for new comers and for common, which Mr. Win- 
throp had oft persuaded them unto, as best for the town, &c« 
Mr. Cotton and divers others were offended at this choice, be- 
cause they declined the magistrates ; and Mr. Winthrop re- 
fused to be one upon such an election as was carried by a 
voice or two, telling them, that though, for his part, he did not 
apprehend any personal injury, nor did doubt of their good 
||affection|| towards him, vet he was much grieved that Boston 
should be the first who should shake off their magistrates, es- 
pecially Mr. Coddington, who had been always so forward for 
their enlargement; adding further reason ||^f|| declining thb 
choice, to blot out so bad a precedent. Whereupon, at the 
motion of Mr. Cotton, who showed them, that it was the 
Lord^s order among the Israelites to have all such businesses 
committed to the elders, and that it had been ||^nearer|| the rule 
to have chosen some of each sort, &c. they all agreed to go to 
a new election, which was referred to the next lecture day.^ 

The reason why some were not willing that the people 
should have more land in the bay than they might be likely 
to use in some reasonable time, was partly to prevent the neg- 
lect of trades, and other more necessary employments, and 
partly that there might be place to receive sucn as should 
come after ; seeing it would be very prejudicial to the com- 
monwealth, if men should be forced to go far off for land, 
while others had much, and could make no use of it, more than 
to please their eye with it. 

llofferiDgll ||sror|| ||3neYer|| 

though the title was different. See note 2 on p. 1 14. That which oontiDuet 
to our times is first used in Boston Records in 1645. See Shaw's Description 
of Boston, 147. 

1 The autlior's modestj erased the conclusion of the sentence, and his own 
name, in the former part. 

9 Our Town Records take no notice of the first election of these seven } 
but, 00 the 18th, Winthrop, Coddington, Bellingham, Cotton, Oliver, Col- 
bum, and Baulstone, were chosen ^^ to divide and dispose of all such lands, 
belonging to the town, as are not jret in the lawful possession of any particular 
person, to the inhabitants of the town, according to the order of the court, 
leaving such portions in common, for the use of new comers, and the further 
benudt of the town, as, in their best discretion, thej shall think fit. Th« 
islands hired by the town to be also included in this order.*' 
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One Abigail Gifford, widow, being kept at the charge of the 
parish of Wilsden in Middlesex, near London, was sent by Mr. 
BalPs ship into this country, and being found to be sometimes 
distracted, and a very burdensome woman, the governour and 
assistants returned her back by warrant, J8, to the same 
parish, in the ship Rebecca. 

22.] A fast was kept by the church of Charlton, and 
Mr. Symmes chosen their teacher. 

By a letter from Plimouth it was certified, that the Dutch 
of Hudson's River had been at Connecticut, and came in war- 
like manner to put the Plimouth men out of their house there ; 
but when they stood upon their defence, they departed, with- 
out offering any violence.* 

^11 mo. 13.] The church of Boston kept a day of humilia- 
tion for the absence of their pastor and other bretnren, gone to 
England, and like to be troubled and detained there, and for 
that the Lord had made a breach upon them by those four 
which were drowned, as is before set down ; at which fast Mr. 
Cotton preached out of Numbers xxxv.l3, and one of the mem- 
bers taught out of that in ||Lamentations|p iii. 39 : Wherefore 
doth a living man complain ? 

llSamuelll . 

I In Has. II. 262, the invaluable proceediDgs of the oommissionen of the 
United Colonies preserve the Dutch relation of this affair. We must regret 
to find in Truinball, I. 36, too much of the feeling of a partisan on this sub- 
ject. A very judicious explanation of the controversy maj be seen in the 
North American Review, VIII. 85. 

9 Here is discovered the first instance of changing the n^me of the month, 
which arose from a weak scruple, as if there were something heathenish in 
following the Homan nomenclature. Our fathers departed gradually from the 
church of England, and perhaps their tendency to separation increased 
faster in the wilderness than it would have done at home. It will be observ- 
ed, that this work begins on £aster Monday, and, in his margin, that great fes- 
tival of the church is duly honoured by our historian. A slight errour, as to 
the commencement of this change, is found in Hutchinson, I. 377, who seems 
to attribute it to the Puritanical severity of Vape ; but, before his coming, the 
settlers were well cured of their fondness for the forms, in which they had 
been educated. From this place, our original MS. usually employs this new 
enumeration of the great divisions of time, though we may occasionally ob- 
serve a backsliding to the errours of the author^s earlier years. The fantasti- 
cal custom was maintained for nearly two generations in New England ; and 
the gradual abrogation of it was, no doubt, regarded by the elder planters as 
a modem defection ; for, in Johnson^s Wonder-workmg Providence, lib. I. 
c. 27, we are informed, that the practice was designed " of purpose to pre- 
vent the heathenish and popish observation of days, months and years, that 
they may be forgotten among the people of the Lord.^* 

3 The strange errour of the former edition, in giving here a wrong book in 
the Bible, is easily accounted for in note 1 on page 74. The editor was al- 
most as well acquainted with scripture texts as Winthrop, who, we may be 
sore, is referred to by the passage above. 

20 VOL. I. 
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19.] All the ministers, except Mr. ^Ward of Ipswich^ met 
at Boston, being requested by the governour and assistants, to 
consider of these two cases: !• What ||we ought to do,|| if a 
general governour should be sent out of England ? 2. Whether 
It be lawful for us to carry the cross in our banners ? — In the 
first case, they all agreed, that, if a general governour were 
sent, we ought not to accept him, but defend our lawful pos- 
sessions, (if we were able ;) otherwise to avoid or protract. 
For the matter of the cross, they were divided, and so deferred 
it to another meeting. 

About the middle of this month, Mr. Allerton's pinnace 
came from the French about Port Royal. They went to fetch 
the two men, which had been carried by the French from Ma- 
c.hias, and to demand the goods taken, dLc. But Mr. La Tour 
made them answer, that he took them as lawful prize, and that 
he had authority from the king of France, who challenged all 
from Cape Sable to Cape Cod, wishing them to take notice, 
and to certify the rest of the English, that, if they traded to the 
east of Pemaquid, he would make prize of them. Being de- 
sired to show his commission, he answered, that his sword was 
commission sufficient, where he had strength to overcome; 
where that wanted^ he would show his commission. 

In the end of this month, three men had their boat frozen 
up at ^Bird Island, as they were coming from Deer Island, 
so as they were compelled to lodge there all nieht; and 
in the morning they came over the ice to Noddle's Isle, and 
thence to Molten's Point in Charlestown, and thence over the 
ice, by Mr. Hoffe's, to Boston. At the same time six others 
were kept a week at the Governour's Garden ; and in the end 

nought to be donejl 

I Of Nathaniel Ward, the author of the celebrated " Simple Cobler of 
Agawam,'* almost enough will be found in the course of this History, in the 
biographies of Eliot and Allen, and in the books cited by the latter, to excuse 
me from saying more. He was in the church of Standon in Hertfordshire, 
about twenty-seven miles from London, and favoured the cause of New Eng- 
land some years before coming over. His work is very attractive for its hu- 
mour, and curious for its execrable spirit. 

8 This island is not remembered by any person now alive, I believe, as a 
spot on which men might lodge, although some soil, covered at high tide, per- 
mitted a coarse vegetation of grass within thirty-five years. That soil is now 
BO washed away, that the rocks, on which it rested, are not visible till near 
low water. Better evidence of the devastation of the ocean, if better were 
wanted, will be found in a comparison of the modem state of Nix^s Mate, so 
called, on which is barely room for a sea mark, with what it must have been 
in September, 1636, when the general court granted ^^ twelve acres 'of land 
to John Gallop, upon Nixe^s Island, to enjoy to him and his heirs forever, if tht 
island bt sq muck.^^ 
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gate with their boat to Mattapan Point; for, near all that 
time, there was no open place between the Garden and Boston, 
neither was there any passing at Charle^town for two or three 
days, the wind about the N. W. three weeks, with much snow 
and extreme frost. 

. [Very large blank.] 
M Mo. 12.] About the middle of this month, a ||proper|| young 
man, servant to Mr. Bellingham, passing over the ice to Win- 
nesemett, fell in, and was drowned. Divers others fell in, in 
that and other places, but, by God's providence, were saved. 

14.] Capt. Wiggin, governour at Pascataquack, under the 
Lords Say and Brook, wrote to |pour|| governour, desiring to 
have two men tried here, who had committed sodomy with 
each other, and that on the Lord's day, in time of publick 
exercise. The governour and divers of the assistants met and 
conferred about it, but did not think fit to try them here.^ 
[Large blank.] 
fA»/v Mo. 1. 4.] A general court at Newtown. Mr. Hooker 
preached, and showed the three great evils.' 

[Very large blank.] 

At thb court, ^ne of the deputies was questioned for deny- 

llprompB H«the|| 

1 It is apparent, from inspection of the MS., that the last sentence of this 
paragraph was written at a later time than the preceding. The desire of 
Wiggin seems to imply a defect of criminal jurisdiction ; but the refusal, on 
our part, to accept it, was a very prudent measure. 

9 Perhaps these evils were evanescent, though it may be otherwise ; but 
posterity, I believe, is deprived of the light shown to our fathers. 

3. The name was partly written in the author^s MS. but erased. It appears, 
however, a few pages onward. An explanation worth transcribing is found 
in Col. Rec. I. 137: "Whereas 'Mr. Israel StoughtUUPt hath written a certain 
book, which hath occasioned much trouble and offence to the court ; the said 
Mr. Stoughton did desire of the court, that the said book might forthwith be 
burnt, as being weak and offensive.'^ Such almost unexampled modesty, in 
an author, did not, however, propitiate the severe justice of the assembly ; for 
^ on the same page appears an order, " that Mr. Israel Stoughton shall be dis- 
abled for bearing any publick office in the commonwealth, within this juris- 
diction, for the space of three years, for affirming the assistants were not 
magistrates.' ' But his disability was removed or overlooked before the ex- 
piration of the sentence ; for, in December of the year 1636,* he was again a 
deputy, and being orthodox on the subject of the antinomian controversy, 
was chosen an assistant the following spring. He commanded the forces in 
the Pequod expedition in the same year. The General Index to 1 Hist. Coll. 
X. 295, must be wrong in ascribing to Thomoi Stoughton the erection of the 
mill at Neponsit ; for our Col. Rec. 1. Ill, mentions, that Itratl had liberty 
granted ^^ to build a mill, a wear and a bridge over Neponsit River, and is to 
tell the alewives he takes there at five shillings the thousand.*' 
Thomas was, 1 presume, brother of Israel, and, probably, came first to New 
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ing the magistracy among us, affirming that the power of the 
governour was but ministerial, &:c. ||He|| had also much op- 
posed the magistrates, and ||^slighted|| tbero, and used many 
weak arguments against the negative voice, as himself ac- 
knowledged upon record. He was adjudged by all the court 
to be disabled for three years from bearing any publick office. 

One^ of the assistants was called to the low^r end of the 
table to answer for refusing to pay towards a rate made by the 
court, and was fined £5, which was after released. 

Mr. Endecott was called to answer for defacing the cross in 
the ensign ; but, because the court could not a^ree about the 
thing, whether the ensigns should be laid by, in regard that 
many refused to follow them, the whole cause was deferred 
till the next general court ; and the commissioners for military 
afiairs gave order, in the mean time, that all the ensigns should 
be laid aside, &c« 

At this court brass farthings were forbidden, and musket 
bullets made to pass for farthings. 

A |pcommission|| for military afiairs was established, ||^which|| 
^ had power of life and limb, &c.^ 

"\ [Very large blanl:.] 

||and|| ll^stigmatizedll ||3coiniiu88ioner|| U^^^^H 

England ; for he was admitted freeman in Maj, 1631, while the same Records 
show that Israel took the oath 5 November, 1633. 

In the latter part of thb History it will be found, that Stonghton went to 
England, and became a lieutenant colonel in the parliament's serrice, and 
died during the civil war. He was father of the celebrated William Stough- 
ton, first lieutenant, governour named bv the crown under the charter of 
William and Mar j, and chief justice in the trial of the witches. In that la- 
mentab1e*delusion bis agency may well be forgiven, by future generations, for 
his munificence to Harvard College, in which one of the halls perpetuates his 
memory. His epitaph, closely imitated from that of Pascal, is in 1 Hist. 
Coll. 11. ]0. A bachelor seldom attained such honours in the infancy of our 
. country. 

I Pynchon was the offender. For the same cause fines were imposed, 
at the same time, on the towns of Sagus and Salem, and all were released 
together. 

s From (he greatness of the powers granted to this body, a fuller account 
than Winthrop has given may reasonably be extracted from Col. Rec. 1. 139 : 
" It is ordered, that the present rovemour, deputv governour, John Winthrop, 
John Humfrey, John Havnes, John Endecott, William Coddington, William 
Pynchon, Increase No well, Richard Bellingham, Esquires, and Simon Brad* 
street, or the major part of them, who are deputed by this court to dispose of 
all military affairs whatsoever, shall have full power and authority to see all 
former laws concerning all military men and munition executed ; and also 
shall have full power to ordain or remove all military officers, and to msJce 
and tender to them an oath suitable to their places ; to dispose of all compa- 
nies, to make orders for them, and to make and tender to them a suitable 
oath, and to see that strict discipline and trainings be observed^ and to corn- 
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15.] Two of the elders of every church met at Sagus, and 
spent there three days. The occasion was, that divers of the 
brethren of that church, not liking the proceedings of the pas- 
tor, and withal tnaking question, whether they were a ch^urch 
or not, did separate from church communion. The pastor and i^ a r ^ ^ ^ i ^ 
other brethren desired the advice and help of the rest of the 
churches,' who, not thinking fit to judge of the cause, without 
hearing the other side, offered to meet at Sagus about it. 
Upon this the pastor, &c. required the separate members to 
deliver their grievances in writing, which tney refusing to do, 
the pastor, &c. wrote to all the churches, that, for this cause, 
they were purposed to proceed against them as persons ex- 
communicated ; and therefore desired them to stay their jour- 
ney, &c. This letter being read at a lecture at Boston, (where 
some of the elders of everj^ church were present,) they all 
agreed (with consent of their churches) to go presently to 
Sagus, to stay this hasty proceeding, &c. Accordingly, being 
met, and both parties (after much debate) being heard, it was^ 
agreed, that they were a true church, though not constituted, at 
first, in due order, yet after consent and practice of a church 
estate bad supplied that defect ; and so all were reconciled. 
[Large blank.] , , 

Af* Mo. 2.] Some of our people went to "Cape Cod, and made 
some oil of a whale, which was cast on shore. There were ' 
three or four cast up, as it seems there is almost every year. 

!26.] An alarm was raised in all our towns, and the govern 
DOur and assistants met at Boston, and sent forth a shallop to 
i Cape Ann, to discover what ships were there. For the fisher- 
men had brought in word to Marblehead, (hat two ships had 
been ||hovering|| upon the coast all the day ; one of about four 
hundred tons, and the other three hundred and fifty, and were 
gone in to Cape Ann. But it proved to be only one ship of 
eighty tons, bound for Richman's Isle, and the other a small 
pinnace of ten tons. 
30.] The govcrnour and assistants sent for Mr. Williams. 

JheaviDgll 

maud them forth upon an j occasion thej think meet ; to make either offensive 
or defensive war ; as also to do whatsoever may be farther behoofeful for the 
good of this plantation, in case of an^r war that may befal us ; and, also, that the 
aforesaid commissioners, or the major part of them, ihaU have power to im- 
prison or confine any that they shall judge to be enemies to tne common- 
wealth ; and such as will not come under command or restraint, as they shall 
be required, it shall be lawful for the said oommisnoners to put such persons 
to death. This order to continue^o the end of the next general court.'* It 
was prolonged from court to court, several times, and some new members 
were occasionally added. 
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The occasion was, for that he had taught publickly, that a 
magistrate ought not to tender an oath to an unregenerate 
inan, for that we thereby have communion with a wicked man 
in the worship of God, and cause him to take the name of God 
in vain. He was heard before all the ministers, and very 
clearly ||confuted.|| Mr. Endecott was at first of the same opi- 
nion, but he gave place to the |ptruth.|| 

Mo. 3. 6.] A general court was held at Newtown, where 
John Haynes, Esq. was chosen governour, Richard Belling^ 
ham, Esq. deputy governour, and Mr. Hough and Mr. Dummer 
chosen ^assistants to the former ; and Mr. Ludlow, the late 
deputy, left out of the magistracy. The reason was, partly, be- 
cause the people would exercise their absolute power, &c. and 
partly upon some speeches of the deputy, who protested 
against the election of the governour as void, for that the 
deputies of the several towns had agreed upon the election be- 
fore they came, &c. But this was generally |pdiscussed,|| and 
the election adjudged good. 

Mr. Endecott was also left out, and called into question about 
the defacing the cross in the ensign ; and a committee was 
chosen, viz. every town chose one, (which yet were voted by 
all the people,) and the magistrates chose four, who, taking 
the charge to consider of the offence, and the censure due to it, 
and to certify the court, after one or two hours ||^time,|| made 
report to the court, that they found his ofience to be great, viz* 
rash and without discretion, taking upon him more authority 
than he had, and not seeking advice of the court, &c. ; ||^un- 
charitable,|| in that he, judging the cross, &c. to be a sin, did 
content himself to have reformed it at Salem, not taking care 
that others might be brought out of it also ; laying a blemish 
also upon the rest of the magistrates, as if they would suffer 
idolatry, &c. and giving occasion to the state of England to 
think ill of us; — for which they adjudged him worthy admoni- 
tion, and to be disabled for one year from bearing any pub- 
lick oflSce ; declining any heavier sentence, because they were 
persuaded he did it out of tenderness of conscience, and not of 
any evil intent.* 

Ilconfessedll ipteachertj ||3di8tnisted|| ||^tbey|| |punwarrantab1e|| 

1 The othefr assistants were Winthrop, Dudley, Humfrey, Coddington, 
PjnchoD, Nowell, Bradstreet, and Winthrop, jun. 

9 Had his conscience been as enlightened as it was tender, he wonld hare 
conformed to the harmless eastern ; but, next year, men of soberer judgment 
were found ready to refuse compliance with bearing the standard of their 
country, and almost willing to imitate the outrage of Endecott. A tract of 
nearly thirteen pages, in defence of the cross, by the celebrated Hooker, i^ 
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Some petitions of grievances were tendered to the court in 
the beginning of it, but the court refused to hear any, or to 
meddle in any ||courses|| but making freemen, until the elections 
were passed/ The governour and deputy were elected by 
papers, wherein their names were written ; but the assistants 
were chosen by papers, without names, viz. the governour pror 
pounded one to the people ; then they all went out, and came 
in at one door, and every man delivered a paper into a hat. 
Such as gave their vote for the party named, gave in a paper 
with some figures or scroll in it ; others gave in a blank. 

The new governour, in his speech to the people, declared 
his purpose to spare their charge towards his allowance this 
year, partly in respect of their love showed towards him, and 
partly for that he observed how much the people had Been 
pressed lately with publick charges, which the poorer sort did 
much groan under.^ 

A petition was preferred by many of Dorchester, &c. for 



among the MSS. of our Hbtorical Society ; but I have neither courage nor 
curiosity enough to study it. We may not imagine, that our ancestors had 
carefuUy scrutinized the ecclesiastical fable of the holy sign in Constantine^s 
vision, or were sufficiently instructed to repudiate the consecrated Labarum of 
the first Christian emperour ; and perhaps an Englishman of our times may pre- ' 
some, that there was as much policy, as abhorrence of idolatry, in their dread 
of the banner of St. George. Yet this presumption would be unfounded. 
Though there appears, in September preceding, something like prepared op- 
position to expected tyranny, 1 do not discover, in these weak scruples about 
the ensign, any affectation of independence, to which, a few years later, 
their circumstances offered very powerful inducements. 

In the flag of the United St£ttes are exhibited white stars in a blue field ; 
but the most punctilious imitator of the severe simplicity of the fathers of 
New England has never compared our service under it to the heathenish 
abomination of worshipping the host of heaven. An anecdote of a poli- 
tick use of these emblems by Barlow, when negotiating at Algiers, proves 
that a diseased conscience might entertain this scruple, because the imagi- 
nation can thus apply the object. He said to the minister of the Dey, There 
ought to be friendship between our countries, since you worship the moon, 
and we the stars. 

1 One of these petitions was on the matter of Endecott^s censure. The 
wisdom of this resolution of the court, in which was now assembled all the 
people entitled to vote for governour and assistants, except those in towns 
which sent proxies, was strongly exhibited two years later, when, in the con- 
test for the election between Vane and Winthrop, the precedent was follow- 
ed. A full examination of that subject, with others, may be found in four 
tracts preserved in Hutch. CoH. 63—101. 

S The assessment at this court was jS200, only one third of the amount in 
the autumn before, and it was apportioned thus : — to Dorchester, Boston, and 
Kewtown, X27.6.8, each ; Roxbury and Watertown, j&20, each ; Charles- 
town, Salem and Sagus, £16, each ; Medford, £\0 ; Ipswich and Newbury, 
jSS, each ; Wetsaguscus, £4. Col. Req. 1. 152. 
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releasing the sentence against Mr. Stoughlon the last general 
court ; but it was rejected, and the sentence afl5rmed by the 
country to be just. 

Divers jealousies, that had been between the magistrates and 
deputies, were now cleared, with full satisfaction to all parties. 

The matter of altering the cross in the ensign was referred 
to the next meeting, (the court being adiourned for three 
weeks,) it being propounded to turn it to the red and white 
rose, &c. and every man was to deal with his neighbours, to 
still their minds, who stood so stiff for the cross, until we should 
fully agree about it, which was expected, because the ministers 
baa promised to take ||pains|| about it, and to write into Eng- 
land to have the judgments of the most wise and godly there.^ 

The deputies having conceived great danger to our state, 
in regard that our magistrates, for want of positive laws, in 
many cases, might proceed according .to their discretions, it 
was agreed, that some men should be appointed to frame a body 
of grounds of laws, in resemblance to a Magna Charta, which, 
beins allowed by some of the ministers, and the general court, 
should be received for fundamental laws. 

At this general court, some of the chief of Ipswich desired 
leave to remove to Quascacunquen, to begin a town there, 
which was granted them, and it was named Newberry. 
' Also, Walertown and Roxbury had leave to remove whither 
they pleased, so as they contmued under this government. 
The occasion of their desire to remove was, for that all towns 
in the bay began to be much straitened by their own near- 
ness to one another, and their cattle being so much increased. 

21.] A Dutch ship of one hundreil and sixty tons arrived 
at Marblehead. Capt Hurlston came merchant. She came 
from Christopher Island. She brought one hundred and forty 
tons of salt, and ten thousand weight of tobacco. 

[Blank.] 

This island lies in eighteen degrees, and is about thirty 
miles in compass, inhabited by two colonies, one English and 
another French. There is in it about four thousand persons. 
They have three English churches, but the people are very 
wicked, as the merchant (who dwelt there five years) complain- 
ed. The salt is made with the sun in a ||'natural|| pan, half a mile 
from the sea. Their rain begins in September, and continues 
till February. 

Ilprayersll ||9watering|| 

1 Answers of these ^^ most wbe and godly^' in £ngland have not faUen in 
mj way. The tract of Hooker, before-mentioned, in note on page 158, from 
very slight examination, appears to contain a temperate censure of Endecott. 
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... Mo. 4. 3.] Here arrived two Datcb ships, who brought 
twenty-seven Flanders mares, at £34 a mare, and three horses j 
sixtj-three heifers, at £12 the beast; end eighty-eight sheep 
at 60*. the sheep. They came from the Tessell in five weeks 
three days, and lost not one beast or sheep. Here arrived 
also, the same day, the James, a ship of three hundred tons, 
with cattle and passengers, which came all safe from South- 
ampton within the same time. Mr. Graves was master, who 
had come every year for these seven years. 7. The Lord's 
day there came in seven other ships, and one to Salem, and 
four more to the mouth of the bay, with store of passengers 
and calde. They came all within six weeks. 

For preventing the loss of time, and drunkenness, which 
sometimes happened, by people^s running to the ships, and 
the excessive prices of commoKlities, it was ordered, tnat one 
in each town should buy for all, &c. and should ||retain|| the 
same within twenty days at five per hundred, if any came to 
buy in that time. But this took no good effect; for most of 
the people would not buy, except they mi^ht buy for them** 
selves ; and the merchants appointed could not disburse so 
much money, &c. ; and the seamen were much discontented, 
yet some of them brought their goods on shore and sold 
them there. 

16.] A bark of forty tons arrived, set forth with twenty 
servants, by Sir Richard Saltonstall, to go plant at Coni\ec- 
ticut. « 

By a letter from the Lord Say, and report of divers passen* 
gers, it was certified to us, that Capt. Mason and others, the 
adversaries of this colony, had built a great ship to send 
over the general governour, &c. which, CKsing launched, fell 
in sunder in the midst 

It appeared likewise, bv a copy of a petition sent over 
to us, tnat they had divided all this country of New Eng- 
land, vi2. between St. Croix in the 'east, and that of Lord 
Bartimore, called Maryland, into twelve provinces, disposed 
to twelve in England, who should send each ten men to at- 
tend the general governour coming over ; but |pthe project 
[took] not effect.|| The Lord frustrated their design.* 

Two carpenters, going to wash themselves in the river be- 
tween Mount Woollaston and Wessaguscus, were carried away 
with the tide, and drowned. 

[Large blank.] 
||retarn|| jj^is proved not effeotaa]|| 

1 This idle divifion of American provinces may be teen in Hnbbard, 928. 

dl VOL. I. 
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S4.] Mr. Graves, in the James, and Mr. Hodges, in the Re- 
bccka, set sail for the Isle of Sable for sea-horse (which are 
there in great numbei;) and wild cows. Mr. John Rose, be- 
ing cast ashore there in the [Mary and Jane] two years 
since, and making a small pinnace of the wreck of his ship, 
sailed thence to the French upon the main, being thirty 
leagues off, by whom he was detained prboner, and forced 
to pilot them to the island, where they had great store of 
sea-horse ||tceth,|| and cattle, and |pstore|| [of] black foxes ; and 
they left seventeen men upon the island to inhabit it. The 
island is thirty miles long, two miles broad in most places, 
a mere sand, yet full of fresh water in ponds, &c. He saw 
about eight hundred cattle, small and great, all red, and the 
largest he ever saw, and many foxes, whereof some perfect 
black. There is no wood upon it, but store of wild peas 
and flags by the ponds, and grass. In the midclle of it is 
a pond of salt water, ten miles long, full of plaice, |psoles,|| &c. 
Toe company, which went now, carried twelve landmen, two 
mastiffs, a ||^house,|| and a shallop. 

August 26.] They returned from their voyage. They found 
there upon the island sixteen Frenchmen,who had wintered there, 
and built a little fort, and had killed some black foxes. They 
had killed also many of the cattle, so as they found not 
above one hundred and forty, and but two or three calves. 
They could kill but ||^few|| sea-horse, by reason they were forced 
to travel so far in the sand as they were too weak to stick 
them, and they came away at such time as they use to go up 
Iphighesill to eat green peas. The winter there is very cold, 
and the snow above knee deep. 

Mo. 5. 8.] At the general court, Mr. Williams of Salem 
was summoned, and did appear. It was laid tq his charge, 
that, being under question before the magbtracy and churches 
for divers dangerous opinions, viz. 1, that the magistrate 
ought not to punish the breach of the first table, otherwise 
than in such cases as did disturb the civil peace; 2, that 
be ought not to tender an oath to an unregcnerate man ; 3, 
that a man ought not to pray with such, though wife, child, 
&c. ; 4, that a man ought not to give thanks after the sacrament 
nor after meat, &c. ; and that the other churches were about 
to write to the church of Salem to admonish him of these 
errours; notwithstanding the church had since called him to 
[the] oflSce of a teacher. Much debate was about these 
things. The said opinions were adjudged by all, magistrates 
and ministers, (who were desired to be present,) to be erro. 

gblaokH ||38ome|| ||3blaiik|| ||4hone|| pye|| ||6heightt|| 
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neous, and very dangerous, and the calling of him to oflSce, at 
that time, was judged a great contempt of authority. So, in fine, 
|[time|| was given to him and the church of Salem to consider of 
these things till the next general court, and then either to give 
satisfaction to the court, or else to expect the sentence ; it be- 
ing professedly declared by the ministers, (at the request of the 
court to give their advice,) that he who should obstinately 
maintain such opinions, (whereby a church might run into 
heresy, apostacy, or tyranny, and yet the civil magistrate could 
not intermeddle,) were to be removed, and that ,the other 
churches ought to request the magistrates so to do.^ 

At this court Wessaguscus was made a plantation, and Mr. 
'Hull, a minister §in England,§ and twenty-one families with 
him, allowed to sit down there — after called Weymouth. 

A plantation was likewise erected at Bear's Cove, after 
called ||^Hingham.|p 

13.] Mr. Luxon arrived here in a small pinnace. He fished 

||there|| |pKiDgham|| 

1 We ought not to censure more the declaration of the clergy, than the 
policy of the court in asking their ad?ice. Church and state were too often 
playing into each other*! biuids — ^if to irreverent a phrase may be allowed — 
and thus sanctifying principles and coi^dnct, which either would not have, 
singly, ventured to adopt or enforce. 

3 Of this reverend gentleman no further account can easily be obtain- 
ed, except that, in the MS. journal of Hobart, first minister of Hingham, 
on 5 May, 1639, 1 find ^^Mr. Hull gave bis farewell sermon.*' Perhaps 
It was he, whom Mather, in Magnalia, mentions as minister at the Isles of 
Shoals. Conf. Magn. book 111. with 1 Hist. CoU. Vll. 264, which places him 
there two years after Hobart's notice pf removal. It may be the same per- 
son, who, in thU History, 3 month, 1643, is called ^^an excommunicated 
person, and very contentions ;*' yet, in the Magnalia, book VII., Mather, de- 
scribing the perils of Mrs. Heard at the famous assault by the Indians on 
Cocheco, in 1689, makes her ^^ daughter of Mr. Hull, a reverend minister, 
formerly living at Piscataqua.*' In our second volume, some failure, in 
propriety, it will be seen, is attributed to his son. 

A careful history of Weymouth is much wanted. 

' By this establishment, or erection, of a plantation, we mi^st not under- 
stand, that settlements were then first made at the spot, but Uiat a mu- 
nicipal government was permitted there, or that the place was^allowed to 
have deputies in the general court. Wessaguscus had, at the last general 
court, been assessed ; and, at the same time, Joseph Andrews was ^^ sworn 
constable of Barecove.** Many of the inhabitants were made freemen of 
the colony in the preceding year. The spelling of the name varies be- 
tween the Colony Records and this History, and each, in different places, 
has different orthography. Perhaps it sometimes waa^^ought a natural 
resort of bears ; perhaps sometimes the appearance of ^e cove, at low wa- 
ter, regulated the letters ufed to express the same sound. The new name 
was given by general court 2 September, 1635. because the pastor and 
most of his flock came from a small town called Hingham, in Norfolk, 
England. 
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at the Isle of Sboels, as he had done many ^ears, and, return- 
ing to sell his fish at market, was taken in foggy weather 
and carried into the bay of Port Royal, and there wrecked 
upon a small island about [blank] leases from the main. So he 
built a pinnace, and came hither m her. 

' [Blank.] 

Salem men had preferred a petition, at the last general court, 
for some land in Marblehead Neck, which they did challenge 
as belonging to their town ; but, because they had chosen Mr. 
Williams their teacher, while he stood under question of au- 
thority, and so ofiered contempt to the magistrates, &c. their 
petition was refused till, &c. Upon this the church of Salem^ 
write to other churches, to admonish the magistrates of this as a 
heinous sin, and likewise the deputies ; for which, at the next 
general court, their deput4es were not received until they should 
give satisfaction about the letter.^ 

Mo. 6, Aug. 1 6.] The wind having blown hard at S. and S.W. 
a week before, about midnight it came up at N. E* and blew with 
such violence, with abundance of rain, that it blew down many 
hundreds of trees, §near the towns,§ overthrew some houses, 

5and^ drave the ships from their anchors* The Great Hope, of 
pswich, being about four hundred tons, was driven on ground 
at Mr. Hoffe's Point, and brought back again presently by a 
N. W. wind, and ||pan|| on shore at Cbarlestown. About eight 
of the clock the wind came about to N. W. very strong, and, it 
being then about high water, by nine the tide was fallen 
about three feet. Then it began to flow again about one 
hour, and rose about two or three feet, which was conceived 
to be, that the sea was grown so high §abroad§ with the N. E. 
wind, that, meeting with the ebb, it forced it back again. 

§This tempest was not so far as Cape Sable, but to the 
south more violent, and made a double tide all that coast.§ 

In this tempest, the James of Bristol, having one hundred 
^passengers, honest people of Yorkshire, being put into the 
Isle of Shoals, lost there three anchors ; and, setting sail, no can- 



^ 1 This denial, or perversion of justice, by postponement of a hearing, on a 
question of temporal right, for some spintual deficiency in the church or 
pastor, will not permit us to think, that the judges of Williams were fVee 
from all blame in producing his schism. 

3 Among the number were Richard Mather and Jonathan Mitchell, the 
latter quite a youth, both famous names with the early divines of Massa- 
chusetts. ' See Hubbard, 199, who, probably, had his information from In- 
crease Mather, son of Richard. Increase, in his Life of his father, pages 21, 3, 
has related the circumstances o( his preservation, as also in Remarkable 
Providence^, 312. 
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tass nor ropes would hold, bat she was driven within a cable's 
length of the rocks ||at|| Pascataquack, when suddenly the wind, 
coming to N.W., put them back to the Isle of Shoals, and, being 
there ready to strike upon the rocks, they |plet|| out a piece 
of their mainsail, and weathered ^e rocks. In the same 
tempest a bark of Mr. Allerton's was cast away upon Cape 
Ann, and twenty-one persooB.drowned ; among the rest one 
Mr. IpAver^,!!^ a minister in Wiltshire, a godly man, with his 
wife and six small children, were drowned. None were saved 
but one Mr. ^hacher and his wife, who were cast on shore, 
and preserved by a powder horn and a bag with a flint, and 
a goat and-a cheese, cast on shore after them, and a truss of 
biding, and some other necessaries : and the third day after a 
shallop came thither to look for another shallop, which was 
missing in the storm, and so they were preserved. So as there 
did appear a miraculous providence in their preservation. 
The general court gave Mr. Thacher £26.13.4, towards his 
losses, and divers good people gave him besides. The man 
was cast on shore, when he had been (as he ||^thought||) a quar- 
ter of an hour beaten up and down by the waves, not being 
able to swim one stroke ; and his wife sitting in the scuttle of 
^ bark, the deck was broke ofi^ and brou^t on shore, as she 
stuck in it. One of the children was then cast dead on shore, 
and the rest never found. 

§Gabriel lost at Pemaquid; and Mr. Witheridge and the 
Dartmouth ships cut all their masts at St. George. The tide 
llofll IIScDtll [|»Aiivey|| ||4»iippo«edl| 

1 This gentleoian, whose fete was designed bj his companion in adveniH' 
to be foTOTer remembered in the name nven to the enter rook, Avery's Fall, 
was consin of Anthony Thacher, of whom slight notice is taken in the next 
note. From a folio page, in double column, of the Magnalia, book III. p. 77, 
we learn no more of the life of Aveiy than his latest hours. His baptismal 
name was John. 

s An admirable letter from this sufferer to his brother Peter, a clergyman 
of the city of Salisbury, relates aU the particulars of this shipwreck, one of 
the most disastrous that ever afflicted the iron-bound coast of New England. 
It is the first article in Increase Mather's Remarkable Providences, and gives 
to that work its chief value. The vessel was returning from Ijpswich to if ar- 
blebead. Anthony's nephew, Thomas, first pastor of the Third Church in 
Boston, who avoided the perU of his uncle by coming round on land, was 
progenitor of all, I think, who have rendered thu name, in church and state, 
iDostrious in Massachusetts. Of the last deceased pastor of the New South 
Church in this citv, Samuel C. Thacher, the companion and friend of my 
studies from childhood, no language is too powerful to express my admira- 
tion. Animse dimidium meae. A memoir of his father; the Rev. Dr. Peter 
Thacher, late of Brattle Street Church,, drawn by one who knew well his 
duly and his undertaking, contains very minute genealogical details. See 
1 Hbt. Con. VIII. 277. 
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rose at Naragansett fourteen feet higher than ordinary, and 
drowned eight Indians flying from their wigwams.§* 

At this time a French ship came with commission from the 
king of France, (as they pretended,) and took Penobscott, a 
Plimouth trading house, and sent away the men which were in 
it, but kept their goods and gave them bills for them, and bad 
them tell all the plantations, as fsr^ as forty degrees, that they 
would come with eight ships, next year, and displant them alK 
But, by a letter which the captain wrote to the governour of 
Plimouth, it appeared they had commission from Mons. Roselly, 
commander at the fort near Cape Breton, called La Havre, to 
displant the English as far as Pemaquid, and by it they pro- 
fessed all courtesy to us here. 

Mr. Williams, pastor of Salem, being sick and not able to 
speak, wrote to his church a protestation, that he could not 
communicate with the churches in the bay ; neither would he 
communicate with them, except they woula refuse ||comraunion)| 
with the rest ; but the whole church was grieved herewith. 
[Large blank.] 

The Dorchester men being set down at Connecticut, near the 
Plimouth trading house, the governour, Mr. Bradford, wrote 
to them, complaining of it as an injury, in regard of their pos- 
session and purchase of the Indians, whose right it was; and 
the Dutch sent home into Holland for commission to deal with 
our people at Connecticut. 

September 1.] ^At this general court was the first grand 
jury, who presented above one hundred ofiences, and, among 
others, some of the magistrates.* 

At this court Mr. Endecott made a protestation in justifica- 
tion of the letter formerly sent from Salem to the other 
churches, against the magistrates and deputies, for which he 
was committed ; but, the same day, be came and acknowledged 
his fault, and was discharged.^ 

||comniunication|{ 

I Hubbard has expanded this account of the tempest, 199 — 201. Mor- 
ton^s Memorial informs us, that the markd were risible manjr years ; but 
his " many hundred thousands of trees" are by Hubbard reduced to " *ome 
thotuand*.^^ Though the more moderate number be generally preferable, 
we need not fear, in this instance, to follow the original historian rather 
than the copyer. Such extent of devastation in the forest has been 
equalled within our memories, especiaUy from the gale at the autumnal 
equinox of 1815. 

3 At this court the rate assessed is found in our Colony Records, I. 161, 
as follows: — Newtown and Dorchester, £26.5, each ; Boston, £tSAO; Wa- 
tertown, £19.10; Roxbury, £19.5; Salem, £16; Charlestown, £15; 
Ipswich, £14; Sagus, £11 ; Medford, £9.15; Newbury, £7.10; Hingham. 
£6 ; Weymouth, £4 ; in all, £200. 

3 Mention is made of the letter on a former page. To show the degree 
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Divers lewd servants (viz. six) ran away, and stole a skiff 
and other things. A commission was granted, at the general 
court, to Capt. ^Trask to fetch them and other such from the 
eastward. He pui*sued them to the Isle of Shoals^ and so to 
Pascataquack, where, in the night, he surprised them in a 
house, and brought them to Boston. At next court they were 
severely whipped, and ordered to pay all charges, &c. 

At this court there was granted to Mr* ^Buckly and [blank] 
merchant, and about twelve more families, to begin a town at 
Musketaquid, for which they were allowed six miles upon t he 
river , and to be free from publick charges three years ; and it 
was named Concord. A town was also begun above the falb 
of Charles River.^ 

[Large blank.] 

At the Dutch plantation, this summer, a ship's long boat was 
overset with a gust, and five men in her, who gat upon ||her|| 
keel, and were driven to sea four days, in which time three of 
them dropt off and were drowned ; and the fifth day the fourth, 
being sore beaten, and |ppained|| with hunger and thirst, wilfully 
||tbe|| ||9parched|| 

of noderation, with which our civil rulers treated ecclesiaatical subjects, I 
give an extract from Col. Rec. I. 163 : '^ Whereas Mr. Roger Williams, 
one of the elders of the church of Salem, hath broached and divulged di- 
vers new and dangerous opinions, against the authority of magistrates; as 
also writ letters of defamation, both of the magistrates and churches here, 
and that before any conviction, and yet malntaineth the same without any 
retraction ; it is therefore ordered, that the said Mr. Williams shall depart 
out of this jurisdiction within six weeks now next ensuing ; which, if he 
neglect to perform, it shall be lawful for the Eovemour and two of the 
magistrates to send him to some place out of uiis jurisdiction, not to re- 
turn any more without license from the court.^' 

^^ Mr. Samuel Sharpe is enjoined to appear at the next particular court, 
to answer for the letter that came from the church of Salem, as also to 
bring the names of those that mil jvutify the same^ or else to acknowledge ' 
his offence, under his own hand, for his own particular.'^ 

1 He was of Salem, in the History of which town, 1 Hist. Coll. VI. 263, 
it b related, that he was out in the Pequod war, by which we must, I sup- 
pose, understand Stoughton^s, not Endccott's, expedition. His baptismal 
name was William, as the Colony Records give it among the deputies at all 
the general courts, from the fourth to the tenth inclusive. 

9 Such is the orthography of the original MS. though the head of this fami- 
ly ahravs spelt the name Bulkeley. The Rev. Peter Bulkley is a character 
so well known by the reader of our early books, and the labours of Eliot and 
Allen have so successfully transferred to their pages the truth, which a suc- 
cession of reverend descendants had preserved, that it were supererogation for 
me to enlarge this note. See President Stiles's opinion, in 2 Hist. Coll. II. 26Q. 
There is a good letter of Bulkley in 3 Hist. Coll. !. 47. 

3 It is not easy to imagine, that any other settlement is here meant than 
Sudbury, though it had not sufficiently increased to attain the honour of a 
name for three or four years more. See Hubbard, 236. 
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fell off and was drowned. Soon after the wind came up at 
S. E. and. carried the boat, with the fifth man, to the Lon, 
Island, and, being only able to creep on shore, he was foun< 
by the Indians, and preserved. He was grown very poor, and 
almost senseless, with hunger and watching, and would say, 
that he saw such and such come to give him meat, &c*^ 

The Piimouth men had hired the Great Hope, to go to dis- 

?lant the French^ and regain their possession at Penobscott. 
'he master, Mr. ||Girling,|| was to have for it £200. They sent 
Iptheir bark|| with him and about twenty men ; but when they 
came, they found the French had notice, and had so strongly 
intrenched themselves, (being eighteen,) as, having spent near 
all their powder and shot, the bark left the ship there, and 
came here to advise with us what further to do ; for they had 
lately Jost another bark laden with com, and could not spare 
this to send back again* The general court, being assembled, 
agreed to aid them with men and munition, and therefore wrote 
to them to send one with commission to treat with us about it, 
resolving to drive them out, whatsoever it shouki cost, (yet first 
to put them to bear the charge, if it might be ;) for we saw that 
their neighbourhood would be very dangerous to us.* 

The next week they sent Mr. |pPVence|P and Capt. ||*Standish|| 
to us, with commission to treat. Four of the commissioners 
IIGrigll ||aherback|| ||3PiOTce!| ||^3— II 

1 Mather, in book VI. of the Ma^alia, appropriately called bj him 
Thaamatoigos, hat a little decorated this narratiTe of mental alienation. 

s Good union followed from the common danger of the two colonies, 
whose preceding transactions evident! j exhibit a mutual jealousj. I subjoin, 
from Colony Records, 162, September court, all that is there found of this 
important essay towards an alliance : ^^ Agreed, that Piimouth shall be aided 
with men and munition to supplant the French at Penobscot. And it was 
ordered, that Capt. Sdlanova shall be sent for, to confer with about this 
business, and recompensed out of the treasurjr for his pains, if he be not em- 
ployed.^' The hard name of the engineer is quite strange to all our anti- 
quaries of this age. It is manifestly a foreign one, probably of some Dutch- 
man, who had seen service at home, and was now thought a fit antagonist for 
the enemies of the common religion. In a letter of Got. Winthrop to his 
son, John, June, 1636, in our Appendix, the same person is mentioned as be- 
ing, arrived in the West Indies. I know not whether he was employed. 
The expulsion of the French was reserved for the vigorous administration 
of Cromwell, in 1654, when Sedgwick and Leverett succeeded with litUe 
difficulty. 

3 This distinguished gentleman, whose name, though commonly in books 
spelt Prince, is always, as Judge Davis informs me, by hinuelf written as 
Wiothrop has given it, was long govemour of Piimouth colony. He will be 
forever remembered in the ^ages of the new edition of Morton^s MemoriaL 
Every author, who treats of New England, if full of his praiie, and my humble 
efforts are not needed to extend it. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1635.] JOHNHAYHESu 169 

gave them a meeting, which grew to this issue, — ^that tbey re- 
fused to deal fiirtber in it^ otherwise than as a common cause of 
the whole country, and so to contribute their part. We re- 
used to deal in it, otherwise than as in their aid, and so at 
their charge ; for indeed we bad then no money in the treasury, 
neither could we get provision of victuals, on the sadden, for 
one hoodred men, which were to be emptoyed. So we de- 
ferred all to further counsel. 

Mo. 8. 6.] Two shallops, goin^, laden with ffoods, to Con- 
neetieiit, were taken in the night with an easterly storm, and 
cast away upon Brown's Island, near the Gumett's Nose, and 
the men all drowned^^ 

Here arrived two great ships, the Defence and the Abigail, 
with Mr. Wilson, pastor of Boston, Mr. ^Shepard, Mr. 'Jones, 
and ''other ministers; amongst others, Mr. ^Peter, pastor of the 
English church in Rotterdam, who, being persecuted by the 
English ambassadour, — who would have brought his and other 
churches to the English discipline^— and not having had his 
health these many years, intended to advise with the ministers 
here about his removal. 

The special ||goodness|| of the Lord appeared in this, that 
the passeneers came safe and hale in all [the] ships, though 
some of them long passages, — the Abigail ten weeks from 

llproTidencell 

1 A note in 1 Hist. Coll. VIU. 2^, bj the most accnrate geographer of 
New England, remarks, that this island is beeome a sboa]. 



3 It would probably be an nnraocessfnl, and certainlj a needless task, for 
me to add any thing about Shepard to what is already known in Eliot and 
Allen, and the authors referred to by the latter. 



3 Little could be expected from my diligent inquiries, respecting thia per« 
son, by one that finds nothing but his name known to Mather, who inserts it 
im his first classis of ministers, or Trumbull, I. 194. Both seem to be ignorant 
of an^ thing but what they learn from Winthrop. Perhaps, before removing 
to Fairfield, Conn, he was the pastor of Concord. See, m this History, 6 of 
5 month, 1636, and 6 of 2 month, 1637. This conjecture I have found 
confirmed by the great authority of President Stiles, quoted by Hofaaet, 
Annals, U 336, note 3. 

* Probably Flint, Carter, and Walton, mentioned by Johnson, lib. I. c. 31, 
as coming over this year, are here intended. Perhaps, in his work, the name 
of Walton is a misprint for tValtham^ as thus Mathier oaUs a minister, who 
came from England, with the praenomen William, settled at Marblehead. 
Flint was admitted of Boston church 15 November, this year, a fortnight 
after Vane. 

5 The unhappy celebrity of Hugh Peters, or Peter, as he wrote it him- 
self, will excuse me from giving more than a ref^reooe to some of the in- 
numerable books, which furnish evidence of his labours, his eirouTs, and his 
suflerings. He was execute^ 16 October, 1660. 

22 VOL. I. 
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Plimouth, with two hundred and twenty persons, and many 
cattle, infected also with the small pox; yet, &c. 

There came also John Winthrop, the younger, with V:om- 
mission from the Lord Say, Lord Brook, and divers other great 
persons in England, to bedn a plantation at Connecticut, and 
to be govemour there. They sent also men and ammunition, 
and £2000 in money, to begin a fortification at the mouth of 
the river. 

Here came also one Mr. Henry ^Vane, son and heir to 
Sir Henry Vane, comptroller of the kine's house, who, beinc a 
voung ffentleman of excellent parts, and had been employed oy 
his father (when he was ambassadour) in foreign a&irs ; yet, 
being called to the obedience of the gospel, forsook the ho- 
nours and preferments of the court, to enjoy the ordinances of 
Christ in their purity here. His father, being very averse to 
this way, (as no way savouring the power of religbn,) would 
hardly have consented to hb coming hither, but that, acquaint- 
ing the king with his son's disposition and desire, he command- 
ed him to send him hither, and gave him license for three 
years' stay here. 

This nohle gentleman, having order from the said lords and 
others, treated with the magistrates here, and those who were 
to go to Connecticut,^ about the said design of the lords, to this 
issue, — that either the three towns gone thither should give 
place, upon full satisfaction, or else sufficient room must be 
found there for the lords and their companies, &c* or else they 
would divert their thoughts and preparations some other ways* 
[Large blank.] 

November 1.] Mr. Vane was admitted a member of the 
church of Boston. 

October.] At this general court Mr. Williams, the teacher 
of Salem, was again convented, and all the ministers in the bay 
being desired to be present, he was charged with the said two 
letters, — that to the'churches, complaining of the magistrates for 



1 See the commission in TnunbuU, I. 497. 

9 Few men have done less good with greater reputation than this statet- 
man, whose fame rings in bistor^f^ too londlr to require mj aid in its diiTn- 
sion. The brief, but busy exercise of his moulties here, is exhibited with 
sufficient minuteness bj our author, in whose page is found no deficiencj of 
respect towards the fanatick, who was too much honoured when exsuted 
as the rival of the father of Massachusetts. 

3 In the Appendix may be seen the propositions, of which the original 
draft is preserved in the Historical Sooiety^s library, Trumbull Papers, 
vol. XIX. page 213. 
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iDJustice, extreme oppression, &;c. and the other to his own 
cbnrch, to persuade them to renounce communion with all the 
churches in the bay, as full of antichristian pollution, &c. 
He justified both these letters, and maintained all his opinions ; 
and, being offered further conference or disputation, and a 
roonth^s respite, he chose to dbpute presently. So Mr. 
Hooker was appointed to dispute with him, but could not re- 
duce him from any of his errours. So, the next morning, the 
court sentenced him to depart out of our jurisdiction within 
six weeks, all the ministers, save one, approving the sentence $ 
and his own church had him utider question also for the same 
cause ; and he, at his return home, refused communion with 
his own church, .who openly disclaimed his errours, and wrote 
an humble submission to the magistrates, acknowledging their 
fault in joining with Mr. Williams in that letter to the churches 
against them, &c. 

[Large blank.] 

15.] About sixty men, women, and little children, went 
by land towards Connecticut with their cows, ||horses|| and 
swine, and, after a tedious and difficult journey, arrived safe 
there* 

[Verj large bltfik.] 

The pinnace, which Sir Richard Saltonstall sent to take 

Eossession of a great .quantity of land at Connecticut, was, in 
er return into England, cast away upon the Isle Sable.^ The 
men were kindly entertained by the French there, and had 
passage to Le Havre, some twenty leaeues east of Cape Sable, 
where Monsieur commander of Roselie was govemour, who 
entertained them very courteously, and furnished them with a 
shallop to return to us, and gave four of their company 
passage into France, but made them pay dear for thetr 
shallop ; and in their return, they put into renobscot, at such 
time as Girling's ship lay there \ so that they were kept prison- 
ers there till the snip was gone, and then sent to us with a 
courteous letter to our governour. A little before, our govcr- 
nour had written to him (viz. Mons. ^D'Aulnay) to send them 
home to us ; but they were come before* 

||beifers|| 

1 Saltonstall attributes the loss to her detenilpn, both at Boston and at 
Connecticiit River. H^ thought he bad a jpst claim for satisfaction. See 
his interesting letter, which I copied for 2 Hist. Coll. VIU. 42, 3. 

9 Enongh, the reader will probablj imagine, abont the French goTemonr 
of that part of Aoadia west of the St. Croix, or the eastern half of the present 
state of Maine, will be found in this History, both of his disappointments fuid 
nltioiaie sncceis. A brief sketch of the whole subject of controyersy between 
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It is useful to observie, as we gp along, sueh especial provi- 
dences of Grod as were manifested for the good of these plan* 
tations. 

Mr. Winslow, the late govemour of Plimoutb, being this 
year in England, petitioned the council there for a commission 
to withstand the intrusions of the French and Dutch, which was 
likely to take effect, (though undertaken by ill advice, for such^ 
precedents might endanger our liberty, that we should do 
nothing hereafter but by commission out of England ;) hut the 
archbishops, being incensed against him, as against all these 
plantations, informed the rest, that he was a separatist, &c. 
and that he did marry, &c. and thereupon gate him commit* 
ted ; but, after some lew months, he petition^ the board, and 
was discharged. 

[Very large blsiok.] 

Another providence was in the voyage of Mr. Winthrop, the 
younger, and Mr. Wilson into England, who, returning in the 
winter time, in a small and wew ship, bound for Barnstaple, 
were driven by foul weather upon the coast of Ireland, not 
known by any in the ship, and were brought, through many 
desperate dangers, into Galloway, where they parted, Mr. 
Winthrop taking his journey over land to Dublin, and Mr. 
Wilson by sea, and being come within sight of Lundy, in the 
mouth of Severn, they were forced back by tempest to Kinsale, 
where some ships perished in their view\ Mr. Wilson, being in 
Ireland, gave much satisfaction to the Christians there about 
New Enffiand. 

Mr. Winthrop went to Dublin, and from thence to Antrim 
in the north, and came to the house of one Sir John ^Clot* 
worthy, the evening before the day when divers godly persons 
were appointed to meet at his house, to confer about their 
voyage to New England, by whom they were thoroughly in- 
formed of all things, and received great encouragement to 
proceed on in iheir intended course. From thence he pass- 
ed over into Scotland, and so through the north of England^ 



bids and La Tour, in wbicb nianj of our people were unhappily involved, 
may be seen in Hutchinson, I. 120 — 120. Bee also note 3 on page 117. 

1 This gentleman became a strenuous assertor of liberty in the long par* 
liament, and, being too easily satisfied with deliverance (torn t^Tanny to 
coincide with the designs of Cromwell, was, by that hypocrite, with many 
other early associates, committed to prison. From the text we may not con- 
okide positively, that Clotwortby was one of tbote, who thought of conuag to 
our country ; through many, of equal or higher rank and fortune, had sucb de- 
signs, in which most of them were prevented by the government, that bad 
good reason ailenvftrdH aays Hume, to repent of such exercise of authority. 
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zod all the way he net witb persons of qoality, whose thoughu 
were towards New England, who observed his coroiDg among 
thecD as a special providence of God. 

9ber, 3.] At the court of assistants, John ^Pratt of Newiown 
was questioned about the letter he wrote into England, where- 
in he affirmed divers things, which were untrue and of ill report, 
for the state of the country, as that here was nothing but rocks, 
and sands, and salt marshes, &c. He desired respite for his an- 
swer to the next morning ; tlien he gave it in in writing, in which, 
by making his own interpretation of some passages, and ac« 
luiowledging his errour in others, he gave satisfaction. This 
was delivered in under his own hand, and the hands of Mr. 
Hooker and some other of the Doiinisters, and satisfaction ac- 
knowledged under the haods of the magistrates. 

Mr. Wiothrop, jun. the governour appointed by the lords 
for Connecticut, sent a bark of thirty tons, and about twenty 
men, with all needful provisions, to take possession of the 
mouth of Connecticut, and to begin some building. 

9.] About this time an open pinnace, returning from Con- 
necticut, was cast away in Manemett Bay ; but all the men 
(being six) were saved, and came to Plimouth, after they had 
wandered ten days in extreme cold and deep snow, not meet- 
ing with any Indian or other person. * 

26.] There came twelve men from Connecticut. They had 
been ten days upon their journey, and had lost one of their 
company, drowned in the ice by the way ; and had been all 
starved, but that, by God's providence, they lighted upon an 
Indian wigwam. Connecticut River was frozen up the 16th 
of this month. 

Mr. Hvgh Peter, preaching at Boston and Salem, moved the 
country to raise a stock for &hing, as the only probable means 
lo Hfreell us from that oppression, which the seamen and others 
held us under. 

28.] Here arrived a small §^Norsey§ bark, of twenty-five 

||save][ ■ 

1 Notice of bis death will occir in cor second Tohime, i ub an. 1645.; Tbe 
.answer, in tbe text alladed to, waa so equivocal, that, in an epistle preserved 
in Hutcb. Coll. 106, Sir William Martin sajs to Wintbrop, ^^ in tbe main I 
find little difference therein from his letter.^^ This cnrious apology was 
transcribed bj me from tbe Colony Records, and printed in 2 Hist. Coll. 
VII. 126. Pratt had made a contract, in 1629, with onr company in London, 
to come ont as a snrgeon for the plantation, on a salary. He removed, with 
most other Newtown people, to Connecticnt, in company with Gov. Havnes, 
as I presume, from finding the same name at their first assembly of deputies in 
1639. See Trumbull, 1. 103. 

S I never saw this word before ; but cannot doubt that it is tbe same geii- 
tiKtial as Norwegian, or, of tbe North Country. Abrte is common with the 
poets and others. 
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tons, sent by the Lords Say, &c. with one HSardnep, an expert 
engineer or work base,^ and provisions of all sorts, to begin a 
fort at the mouth of Connecticut. She came through many 
great tempests ; yet, through the Lord's great providence, her 
passengers, §twelve men, two women,§* and goods, all safe. 
Mr. Wmthrop had sent, four days before/ a bark, with car- 
penters and other workmen, to take possession of the place, 
(for the Dutch intended to take it,) and to raise some buildings. 

A great shallop, coming from Pascataquack in a N. E. wind 
with snow, lost her way, and was forced into Anasquam ; and 
going out with a N. W. wind, through the unskilfulness of the 
men, was cast upon the rocks, and lost £100 worth of goods, 

A shallop of William ^Lovell, laden with goods to Salem, 
worth £100, was, by foul weather, put into Plimputh, and, 
coming out, the men went aboard a small bark by the way, 
and their shallop brake loose and was lost, and, about two 
months after, was found about 'Nawset, not much hurt, and the 
goods were, most of them, saved by some Plimouth men, who 
had notice of it by the Indians.^ 

[Large blapk.] 



1 Jrom thii person, whose name of baptism was Darid, I conceiTe Gard- 
ner's Ifland and Bar receive their names. Trumbull, I. 61, refers to mana- 
scripts of his, and they certaiulj might have assisted him with some important 
illustrations of the origin of the war with the Peqnods, daring which he com* 
manded the fort at Sajbrook. He is also spoken of with respect by Salton- 
stall, in the letter mentioned in our note on page 171, and bj Mason in his 
History of that war. But Mason calls him Lgron Gardner, spelling the sir- 
name as in the text of our author. 

^ A confession of inability to explain this phrase is made, without any 
resenration for the obscurity of the MS. 

3 This addition to the text of the former edition is from Winthrop's 

margin. 

4 He was, probably, of Dorchester, and from him Lovelies Island, in our 
harbour, I presume, receives its name* 

s Plimouth people settled there about nine years after, and it has been 
since called Eastham. See 1 Hist Coll. VIII. 163. 

6 Of the kindness and justice, with which the colonists of Plimouth and 
Massachusetts had universally treated their uncivilized neighbours, this proof 
of the honest and friendly conduct of the aborigines towards them is the 
stronger, because indirect evidence. We ought not to foiget, that the native 
inhabitants of this yerj spot had indulged a peculiar hatred against the 
English name, on account of the perfidious conduct, twenty years before, of 
Hunt, in kidnapping twenty of their tribe, whom he transported for sale in 
Spain. See the narrative in most of the books on the earlier affairs o/ Ameri* 
ca, from Purchas to Holmes. The invaluable work of the latter annalist 
quotes I. Mather, sub an. 1675, to prove that Christian blood had not l^e|) 
shed in hostility, before that time, in Massachusetts. 
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lOber, 10.] The ship Rebecka^ about sixty tons, came from 
Connecticut, and brought in her about seventy men and wo- 
men, which came down to the river's mouth to meet the barks, 
which should have brought their provisions ; but, not meeting 
them, they went aboard the Rebecka, which, two days before, 
was frozen twenty miles up the river, but a small rain falline 
set her free ; but coming out, she ran on ground at the mouth 
of the river, and was forced to unlade. They came to Massa- 
chusetts in five days, which was a great mercy of God, for 
otherwise they had all perished with famine, as some did. 

While the Rebecka lay there, the Dutch sent a ||sloop|| to 
take possession of the mouth of the river ; but our men gate 
two pieces on shore, and would not suffer them to land. 

The 3d and 3d of this month fell a snow about knee deep, 
with much wind from the N. and N. E.^ 

Mr. ^Norton, a ^odly man, and a preacher in England, 
coming with his iamiiy to the Massachusetts, the ship, wherein 
he was, was by contrary winds put into Plimouth, where he 
continued preaching to them all the winter ; and although Mr. 
Smith, their pastor, eave over his place, that he might have it, 
and the church used him with all respect, and large offers, &c. 
yet he left them and came to Massachusetts, alleging that his 
spirit could not close with them, &c. 

[Large blank.] > 

11 mo. January.] The jeovernour and assistants met at 
Boston to consider about Mr. Williams, for that they were 
credibly informed, that, notwithstanding the injunction laid 
upon lum (upon the liberty granted him to stay till the spring) 
not to go about to draw otners to his opinions, he did use to en- 
tertain company in his house, and to preach to them, even of 
such points as he had been censured for ; and it was agreed to 
send aim into England by a ship then ready to depart. The 
reason was, because he had drawn above twenty persons to his 
opinion, and they were intended to erect a jiilantation about 
the Naragansett loay, from whence the infection would easily 
spread into these churches, (the people being, many of them, 
much taken with the apprehension of his godliness.) Whereupon 

llshipll 

1 II I ■ I ■ .11 • ■ , , I . I .^ 

1 Such depth of snow, at so early a season, though commonr enough in the 
mienoor, among the hills, has not been known on the seacoast for manjr jears. 

9 The history of church and state affords abundant materials for a biography 
of John Norton, one of the most learned divines that came early to our 
country, and it has been compiled by Dr. Eliot with more than usual felicity. 
Mather and Emerson are more copious. 
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a warrant was sent to him to come presently to Boston, to be 
shipped, &c. He returned answer, (and divers of Saiem came 
with it,) that he could not come without hazard of bis life, &c. 
Whereupon a pinnace was sent with commission to Capt. 
Underhill, &c. to apprehend him, and carry him aboard the 
ship, (which then rode at Natascutt ;) but, when they came at 
his house, they found he had been gone three days before ; 
but whither they could not learn.^ 

He had so for prevailed at Salem, as many there (especially 
of devout women) did embrace his opinions, and separated 
from the churches, for this cause, that some of their members, 
going into England, did hear the ministers there, and when 
they came home the churches here held communion with 
them. 

Thi9 month one went by land to Connectictrt, and returned 
safe.' 

Mr. Hugh Peter went from place to place labouring, both 
publickly and privately, to raise up men to a publick frame of 
spirit, and so prevailed, as he procured a good sum of money 
to be raised to set on foot the fishing business, to the value of 
[blank,] and wrote into England to raise as much more. The 
intent was to set up a magazine of all provisions and other 
necessaries for fishing, that men might have things at hand, and 
for reasonable prices ; whereas now the merchants and seamen 
took advantage to sell at most excessive rates, (in many things 
two for one, &c.) 

Mr. Batchellor of Sagus was convented before the magis- 
trates. The cause was, for that, commg out of England with a 
small body of six or seven persons, and having since received 
in many more at Sagus, and contention growing between him 
and the greatest part of his church, (who had, with the rest, re- 
ceived him for their pastor,) he desired dismission for himself 
and his first members, which beine granted, upon supposition 
that he would leave the town, (as he had given out,) he with 
the said six or seven persons presently ||renewed|t their old 
||*covenant,|| intending to raise another church in Sagus ; whereat 
the Ipmostjl and chief of the town bemc; offended, for that it 
would cross their intentions of calling Mr. Peter or some other 
minister, they complained to the magistrates, who, foreseeing 
||remoyed|| ' ||ScoTert|| ||3re8t|| 

1 Abundant cause for rejoicing at the failure of this tyrannical order, b^ 
which the services of Williams would have been transferred to fingland, is 
found in the progress of the life of the founder of Providence. 

9 If it be intended by the author to mention this as matter of felicitation, 
it probably was because the journey was performed alone. 
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the distraction which was like to come by this course, had 
forbidden him to proceed in any such church way^ until the 
cause were considered by the other ministers, &ic. But he 
refused to desist. .Whereupon they sent for him, and upon his 
delay, day after day, the marshal was sent to fetch him. Upon 
his appearance and submission, and promise to Remove out of 
the town within three months, he was discharged. 

18.] Mr. Vane and Mr. Peter, finding some distraction in 
the commonwealth, arising from some difference in judgment, 
end withal some alienation of affection among the magistrates 
and some other persons of quality, and that hereby factions 
began to grow among the people, some adhering more to the 
old govemour, Mr. Winthrop, and others to the late ffovernour, 
Mr. Dudley,^ — the former carrying matters with more lenity, and 
the latter with more severity, — they procured a meeting, at Bos- 
ton, of thegovernour, deputy, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hooker, Mr.Wil- 
son, and there was present Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Dudley and them- 
selves ; where, after the Lord had been sought, Mr.Vane declar-* 
ed the occasion of this meeting, (as is before noted,) and the fruit 
aimed at, viz. a more firm and friendly uniting of minds, &;c« 
especially of the said Mr. Dudley and Mr. Winthrop, as those 
upon whom the weight of the affairs did lie, &c* and therefore 
desired all present to take up a resolution to deal freely and 
openly with the parties, and the^ each with other, that nothing 
might be left in their breasts, which might break out to any jar 
or difference hereafter, ^which they promised to do.) Then 
Mr. Winthrop spake to this effect: that when it pleased Mr* 
Vane to acquaint him with what he had observed, of the dis- 
positions of men^s minds inclining to the said faction, &c. it 
was verv strange to him, professing solemnly that he knew not 
of any breach between his brother Dudley and himself, since 
they were reconciled long since, neither did he suspect any 
alienation of affection in him or others from himself, save that, 
of late, he had observed, that some new comers had estranged 
themselves from him, since they went to dwell at Newtown ; 
and so desired all the company, that, if they had seen any 
thing amiss in his government or otherwise, they would deal 
free^ and faithfully with him, and for his part he promised 
to take it in good part, and would endeavour, by God's 

Sace, to amend it. Then Mr. Dudley spake to this effect : 
at for his part he came thither a mere patient, not with 
any intent to charge his brother Winthrop with any thing; 
for though there had been formerly some differences and 
breaches between them, yet they had been healed, and, for 
his part, he was not willing to renew them again ; and so left 
23 VOL. I. 
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it to Others to utter their own complaints. Whereupon the 
governour, Mr. Haynes, spake to this effect: that Mr. Win- 
throp and himself had been always in good terms, &c. ; there- 
fore he was loath to give any offence to him, and he hoped 
that, considering what the end of this meeting was, he would 
take it in good part, if he did deal openly and freely, as 
his manner ever was. Then he spake of one or two pas- 
sages, wherein he conceived, that [he] dealt too remissly in 
point of justice ; to which Mr. Winthrop answered, that his 
speeches and carriage had been in part mistaken ; but withal 
professed, that it was his judgment, that, in the infancy of 
plantations, justice should be administered with more lenity 
than in a settled state, because people were then more apt to 
transgress, partly of ignorance of new laws and orders, part- 
ly through oppression of business and other straits ; but, if 
it might be made clear to him, that it was an errour, he 
would be ready to take up a stricter course. Then the minis- 
ters were desired to consider of the question by the next 
morning, and to set down a rule in the case. The next 
morning they delivered their several reasons, which all ||sort- 
ed|| to this conclusion, that strict discipline, both in criminal 
offences and in martial affairs, was more needful in planta* 
tions than in a settled state, as tending to the honour and 
safety of the gospel. I Whereupon Mr. Winthrop acknowledg- 
ed, that he was convihced that he had failed in over mucn 
lenity and remissness, and would endeavour (by Grod's as- 
sistance) to take a more strict course hereaftei^ Whereupon 
there was a renewal of love amongst them, and articles drawn 
to this effect: 

1. That there should be more strictness used in civil go- 
vernment and military discipline. 

2. That the magistrates should (as far as might be) ripen 
their consultations beforehand, that their vote in publick 
might bear (as the voice of God.) 

3. That, in meetings out of court, the magistrates should 
not discuss the business of parties in their presence, nor de- 
liver their opinions, &c. 

4. That trivial things, &c. should be |pended|| in towns, &c. 

5. If differences fall out among them in publick meetings, 
they shall observe these rules: 

1. Not to touch any person differmg, but speak to the 
cause. 

2. To express their difference in all modesty and due re- 
spect to the court and such as differ, &c. 

gservedll ||Sordered|| 
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3, Or to propound their diiTerence by way of queslioru 
4^ Or to desire a deferring of the cause to further time^ 

6. After- seixtehce, (if all have agreed,) none shall intimate 
bis dislike privately ; or, if one dissent, he shall sit down, with- 
out showing any further distaste, publickly or privately. 

6.<4Tbe magistrates shall be more familiar and open each 
to olikr, and more frequent in vbitations, and shall, in tender? 
ness and love, admonish one another, (without reserving any 
secret grudge,) and shall avoid all jealousies and .suspicions, 
each seeking the honour of another, and all, of the court, not 
opening the nakedness of one another to private persons ; in all 
things peeking the safety and credit of the gospel. 

7. To honour the governour in submitting to him the roam 
direction and ordering the business of the court. 

8. One assistant shall not seem to gratify any man in undo- 
ing or crossing another's proceedings, without due advice with 
him. 

9. They shall grace and strengthen their under officers in 
their places, &c. 

10. All contempts against the court, or any of the magis- 
trates, shall be specially noted and punished ; and the magis- 
trates shall appear more solemnly in publick, with attendance, 
apparel, and open notice of their entrance into the court.^ 

[Very large blank.] 
Mo. 12. 1.] Mr. Shepherd, a godly minister, come lately 
out of England, and divers other good Christians, intending to 
raise a ^church body, came and acquainted the magistrates 
therewith, who gave their approbation. They aho sent to all 
the neighbouring churches for their elders to give their assist- 



1 Tl^oagh several principles of sound policy were established, the general 
result oi this 'conference must, I think, be reeretted. When the administra- 
tion of Winthrop was impeached by Gov. Haynes for too great lenity, it 
»eem« natural that such severe tempers as Dudley, and Vane, and Peter, 
should unite in the attack ; and as the r^st of the clergy probably agreed with 
their ardent brother Peter, the maxims of the first govemour of the colony 
would be overruled ; but when their united inHuence was strong enough to 
compel him to acknowledge his remissness in discipline, we are bound, as in 
our early hisfory we often are, to lament the undue dictation of ^he churcfi. 
It should be remembered, that Haynes and Hooker were, at this very time, 
preparing to establish themselves as the Moses and Aaron of a new plantation ; 
and they might dectntly have left Massachusetts to be governed by rules, 
whicby though not always observed, had been foui)d b^neficiaJ by the earlier 
inhabitants. 

8 4' t^® former church preferred to remove to Connecticut in its corpo- 
rate state, a new church was gathered, of necessity, in their place at New- 
town. The same formality, it will be seen, was followed at Dorchester. 
Y^t ) cannot doubt, that several old members of both remained. 
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ancc, at a certain day, at Newtown, when they should consti- 
tute their body. Accordingly, at this day, there met a great 
assembly, where the proceeding was as followeth; 

Mr. Shepherd and two others (who were after to be chosen 
to oflBcc) sate together in the elder's seat. Then the elder of 
them began with prayer. After this, Mr. Shepherd prsyed 
with deep confession of sin, &c. and exercised out of EfJli. v. 
— that he might make it to himself a holy, &,c. ; and also opened 
the cause of t^eir meeting, &c. Then the elder desired to 
know of the churches assembled, what number were needful to 
make a church, and how they ought to proceed in this action. 
Whereup>on some of the ancient ministers, conferring shortly 
together, gave answer : That the scripture did not set down 
any certain rule for the number. Three (they thought) were too 
few, because by Matt, xviii. an appeal was allowed frdm three ; 
but that seven might be a fit number. And, for their proceeding, 
they advised, that such as were to join should make confession 
of their faith, and declare what, work of grace the Lord had 
wrought in them 5 which accordinely they did, Mr. Shepherd 
first, then four others^ then the elder, and one who was to be 
deacon, (who had also'prayed,) and another member. Then the 
covenant was read, and they all gave a solemn assent to it. 
Then the elder desired of the churches, that, if they did ap^ 
prove them to be a church, they would give them the right 
hand of fellowship. Whereupon Mr. Cotton, (upon short 
speech with some others near him,) in the name of their 
churches, gave his hand to the elder, with a short speech of 
their assent, and desired the peace of the ||Lord Jesus|| to be 
with them. Then Mr. Shepherd made an exhortation to the 
rest of bis body, about the nature of their covenant, and to 
stand firm to it, and commended them to the Lord in a most 
heavenly prayer. Then the elder told the as^mbly, that 
they were intended to choose Mr. Shepherd for their pastor, 
(by the name of the brother who had exercised,) and oesired 
the churches, that, if they had any thing to except against him, 
they would impart it to them before the day of ordination. 
Then he gave the churches thanks for their assistance, and so 
left them to the Lord. 

At the last general court it was referred to the military com- 
missioners to appoint colours for |pevery|| company ; who did 
accordingly, ana left out the cross in all of them,^ appointing 

IJLord's presencejl ||9eacb|| 

I When the parliament, in armi against the king, continued the use of this 
idolatroui emblen, by order of our court, in a few years, the red cross waa 
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the king's arms to be put into that of Castle Island, and Boston 
to be the first company. 

[Large Uank.] 

3.] Mr. John Maverick, teacher of the church of Dorches- 
ter, died, being near sixty years of age. He ivas a [blank] 
roan of a very hgmble spirit, and faithful in furthering the work 
of the Lord here, both in the churches and civil state. 

24J Mr. Winslow of Plimouth came to treat with those of 
Dorchester about their land at Connecticut, which they had 
taken from them. It being doubtful whether that place ||were|| 
within our patent or not, the Plimouth men, about three years 
since, had treaty with us about joining in erecting a plantar 
tion and trade there. We thought not fit to do any thing 
then, but gave them leave to go on. Whereupon they bought 
a portion of land of the Indians, and built a house there, and 
the Dorchester men (without their leave) were now selling 
down their town in the same place ; but, after, they desired to 
agree with them ; for which end Mr. |pWinslow|| came to treat 
with them, and demanded one sixteenth part of their lands, 
and £100, which those of Dorchester not consenting unto, they 
brake ofi*, those of Plimouth expecting to have due 4*ecom- 
pense after, by course of justice, if they went on. But di- 
vers resolved to quit the place, if they could not agree with 
those of Plimouth.^ - 

[Large blank.] 

25.] The distractions about the churches of Salem and 
Sagus, and the removal of other churches, and the great scar- 
city of corn, &c. occasioned a general fast to' [be] proclaimed, 
which, because the court was not at hand, was moved by the 
elders of the churches, and assented unto by the ministers. 
The church of Boston renewed their covenant this day, and — i 
made a large explanation of that which they had first entered j 
into, and acknowledged such failings as had fallen out, &c. 

Mo. 1. 8.] A man^s servant in Boston, having stolen from 
his master, and being threatened to be brought before the 
magistrates, went and hanged himself. Herein three things 
Ipwerell observable : 1. That he was a. very profane fellow, 
given to cursing, &c. and did use to [go] out of the assembly, 
Iwaty ||9W08on|| ||3are|| 

restored, ^^ till the state of England shall alter the same, which we moch de- 
•ire.^^ Hazard, I. 554. I suppose the deeire abated as the royal cause was 
depressed ; for the banner waA the same of the godly and the malignants. 

1 Some reasonable satisfaction to the Plimouth people, as we learn from 
Troabiill, 1. 66, flowed from this high tense of equity. 
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upon the Lord^s dajf to rob his master. 2. The manner of 
his death, being with a small codline, and his knees touching 
the floor of the chamber, and one coming in when he was 
scarce dead, (who was a maid, and while she went to call out, 
&c. he was past recovery.) 3. His discontent, arising frona 
the long time he was to serve his master, (though he were well 
used.) The same day came a4etter from his father, out of the 
Bermuda, with money to buy out his time, &c. 

The Rebecka came from Bermuda with thirty thousand 
weight of potatoes, and store of oranges and ||limes,|| which 
were a great relief to our people ; but their corn was sold to 
the West Indies three months before. Potatoes were bought 
there for two shillings and eight pence §the bushel,§ and sold 
here for two pence the j)ound,^ 

11.1 Some occasions of difference had fallen out between 
the church of Charlton and Mr. James, their pastor. The 
teacher, Mr. Simmcs, and the most of the brethren, had taken 
offence at divers speeches of his, (he being a very melancholick 
roan, and full of causeless jealousies, &c.) for which they had 
dealt with him, both privately and publickly ; but, receiving no 
satisfaction, they wrote to all the neighbouring churches for their 
advice and help in the case, who, sending chosen men, (most 
elders,) they met there this day, and finding the pastor very 
faulty, yet because they had not proceeded with him in a due 
order, — for of the two witnesses produced, one was the accuser, 
— they advised, that, if they could not pomfortably close, himself 
and such as stood on bis part, (if they would,) should desire 
dismission, which should be granted them, for avoiding ex- 
tremities I but if he persisted, &c« the church should cast him 
out. 

30.] Mr. Allerton returned in his pinnace from the French 
at Penobscott. His bark was cast upon an island, and beat 
out her keel, and so lay ten days ; vet he gate help from Pe- 
roaquid, and mended her, and brought her home. 

Mr. Wither, in a vessel of fifty tons, going to Virginia, was 
cast away upon Long Island with a W. N. W. wind. The 
company (being about thirty) were, most of them, very profane 
persons, and in their voyage did much reproach our colony, 
vowing they would hang, drown, or, &c. before they would 
come nither again. Seven were drowned in landing ; some 

fate in a small boat to the Dutch plantation ; two were killed 
y the Indians, who took all such goods as they left on shore. 

Illemonsll 

1 For so small a Tessel, this was a Tery good adventiire. 
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Those who escaped, went towards VirgiQia in a Dutch bark, 
and were never heard of after ; but were thought to be wreck- 
ed, by some Dutch pails, &c. which were found by the Indiana 
thereabout. 

Mo. 2. 1.] Mr. ^Mather and others, of Dorchester, intend- 
ing to begin a new church there, (a great part of the old one 
being gone to Connecticut,) desired the approbation of the 
other churches and of the magistrates ; and, accordingly, they 
assembled this day, and, after some of them had given proof 
of their gifts, they made confession of their faith, which was 
approved of ; but proceeding to manifest the work of God's 



1 Thu was the father of Increase Mather, president of Harvard College, 
who was father of the more celebrated Cotton Mather, a name that will for- 
ever be perpetuated, while the strange contents of the Magnalia, in which 
are equally striking his voracious appetite and ill digestion of learning, ex- 
cites the curiosity- of antiquaries. Of all three sufficient accounts will be 
found in the Biographical Dictionary of Allen, and better still in that of 
Eliot. Three other sons of Richard, the gentieman named in our text, were 
clergymen, and are mentioned in these works, as is also a great grandson, 
who was a minister in Boston; but on them Allen is more minute than Eliot. 
Richard and his wife, Kathapne, were received into Boston church 25 Octo- 
ber preceding. He married, 4n his old age, the widow of the great Cotton, 
and his son, Increase, married a daughter, whence the author of the Maffnalia 
obtained his name of baptism. From the Records of Dorchester First Church 
I extract this notice : 

^^ Richard Mather, •dnagram^ A third Charmer, 

Third in New England's Dorchester 

Was this ordained minister; 

Second to none for fruitfulness. 

Ability and usefulness. 

Divine his chscrms, years seven times seven, 

Wise to win souls from earth to heaven* 

Prophet's rewards he gains above. 

But great's our loss by his remove. 

Epitaph. 

Sacred to God, his servant Richard Mather; 

Sons like him, good and great, did call him father. 

Hard to discern a difference in degree 

'Twixt his bright learning and high piety. 

Short time his sleeping dust lies covered down ; 

So can't his soul, or his deserved renown. 

From's birth six Instres and a jubilee 

To his repose ; but laboured bard in thee, 

O Dorchester, four more than thirty years. 

His sacred dust with thee thine honour rears. 

Obiit April 22, 1669." 
Other lines, of equal value, may be seen in Johnson, lib. I. c. 2&^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



184 JOHN HAYKE& [l636< 

grace in the^selves^ the churches, bj their elders, aad the 
magistrates, obc. thought them not meet, at present, to be the 
fouodatioD of a church ; and thereupon they were content to 
forbear to join till further consideration. The reason was, for 
that most of them (Mr. Mather and one more excepted) had 
j|builded|| their comfort of salvation upon unsound grounds, viz. 
some upon dreams and ravishes of spirit bj fits; others 
upon the reformation of their lives ; others upon duties and 
performances, &c. ; wherein thej discovered three special er- 
rours : 1. That they had not come to hate sin, because it was 
filthy, but only left it, because it was hurtful. 3. That, bj 
reason of this, they had never truly closed with Christ, (or 
rather Christ with them,) but had made use of him only to 
help the imperfection of their sanctification and duties, and not 
made him their sanctification, wisdom, &c. 3. They expected 
to believe by some power of their own, and not only and 
wholly from Christ. 

Those of Dorchester, who had removed their cattle to Con- 
necticut before winter, lost the greatest part of them this win- 
ter ; yet some, which came late, and could not be put over the 
river, lived very well all the winte% without any hay. The 
people also were put to great straitfl for want of provisions. 
They eat acorns, and malt, and grains. They lost near £2000 
worth of cattle. 

7.] At a general court it was ordered, that a certain num- 
ber of the magistrates should be chosen for life ;* (the reason 
was, for that it was showed from the word of God, &c. that the 
principal magistrates ought to be for life.) Accordingly, the 
25th of the Sd mo. John Winthrop and Thomas Dudley were 
chosen to this place, and Henry Vane, by his place of gover- 
nour, was president of this council for his year.^ It was like- 
wise ordered, that quarter courts should be kept in several 
places for ease of the people, and, in regard of the ||^arcityl| 

llburdenedll ||Sitreight8|| 



1 Only three years did thii couDcil for life subsist. The occasion of the 
establishment failed with the increase of the troubles ui England ; and thott§^ 
the word of Ood showed its propriety, jealousy was caused against the body 
of the magistrates, who easily ayoided the unpopularity. See Hubbard, 244, 
who, however, copied but partially the account furnished by our author of 
the proceedings of the court m May, 1639. The object of this change in the 
constitution, I discover, not in the holy scriptures, but in Cotton^s epistle to 
Lord Say. It was, to tempt over here some of the peers, and other leading 
men, who might expect at home, in due season, to be raised to the upper 
house, by assuring them of an equal tenure of power on this side of the ocean. 

3 This sentence is in Winthrop^s margin. 
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of victuals, the remote towns should send their votes by proxy^ 
to the court of elections ; and that no church, &c. should be 
allowed. Sic. that was gathered without consent of the churches 
and the magistrates* 

Mr. ^Benjamin's house burnt, and £lOO in goods lost. 

12.] The Charity of Dartmouth, of one hundred and twen- 
ty tons, arrived here laden with provisions. She came in 
with a strong N. W. wind, and was in great danger to have 
been lost between Allerton Point and Natascott; but the Lord, 
in mercy to his people, delivered her, after she had struck 
twice, and upon the ||ebb.|| Mr. Peter bought all the provisions 
at fifty in the hundred,^ (which saved the country £200,) and 
distributed them to all the towns, as each town needed. 

The church of Salem was still infected with Mr. Williams 
his opinions, so as most of them held it unlawful to hear in the 
ordinary assemblies in England, because their foundation was 
anticfaristian, and we should, by hearing, hold communion with 
them ; and some went so far as they were ready to separate 
from the church upon it. Whereupon the church sent two 
brethren, and a letter, to the elders of the other churches, for 
their advice in three points: 1. Whether (for satisfying the 
weak) they might promise not to hear in England any false 

||cliff|| 

1 It should be Temembered, that the general court, for choice of goTemoor 
and assistantB, bad formerly ooniisted of the whole body of the freemen of 
thft jurisdiction assembled at one place, but that proxies were directed at 
the court in March preceding to be now received, as the Records show : *^ It 
is ordered, that the general court, to be holden in May next, for election of 
magistrates, Sic, shall be holden at Boston, and that the towns of Ipswich, 
Newbury, Salem, Sagus, W6ymouth and Hingham, shall have liberty to stay 
so many of their freemen at home, for the safety of their towns, as they judge 
needful ; and that the said freemen, that are appointed by the town to stay at 
home, shall have liberty, for this court, to send their voices by proxy." 

Another order, immediately following, is worth transcription : ^^ Also it is 
agreed, that all other towns that are nearer shall send ten of their members 
but of each town to the said court, completely armed with muskets, swords, 
shots, iso." 

9 Of thb person, who, from the title given him by Winthrop, and the 
amount of his loss by the casualty, was, we may be certain, of some conside- 
ration in the colony, I have no other information, but that he was admitted 
free of the company, 6 November, 1632, lived at Watertown, and died in 
June, 1645. His wdl, made in that month, and proved in the next, Is in our 
first volume of Probate Records, and the inventory in the second. The 
eldest son is named John, after his father. I presume the second or third 
generation removed to Norwich, Connecticut, or its neighbourhood, and 
perhaps the alderman of that name, in this city, may be a descendant. 

3 I sappose fifty per cent, advance is meant. A letter, in the Appendix to 

this volume, from our author to his son, John, of 26 of this month, takes no- 
tice of this porohase, and the amount of provisions. 

24 VOL. I. 
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church. This was not thought safe, because then they would 
draw them to the like towards the other churches here, who 
were all of opinioD that it was lawful, and that hearing was not 
||church|| communion. 2. If they were not better, to grant 
them dismission to be a church by themselves. This was also 
opposed^ for that it was not a remedy of God's ordering; 
neither would the magistrates allow them to be a church, being 
but three men and eight women ; and besides it were danger- 
ous to raise churches upon such grounds. 3. Whether they 
ought then to excommunicate them, if they did withdraw, &c. 
This was granted, yet, withal, that if they did not withdraw or 
run into contempt, they otfght, in these matters of difference of 
opinion in things not fundamental nor scandalous, &c. to bear 
each with other. 

[Very large blank.] 

Mo. 3. 15.] Mr. Peter, preaching at Boston, made an earn- 
est request to the church for [blank] things: 1. That they 
would spare their teacher, Mr. Cotton, for a time, that he 
might go through the Bible, and raise marginal notes upon all 
the knotty places of the scriptures. 2. 1 hat a new book of 
Ipmartyrsll might be made, to begin where the other had left. 
3* That a form of church government might be drawn accord- 
ing to the scriptures. 4. That they would take order for em- 
ployment of people, (especially women and children, in the win- 
ter time ;) for he feared that idleness would be the |pruin|| both 
of church and commonwealth. 

Here arrived a ship, called the St. Patrick, belonging to Sir 
Thomas ^Wentworth, deputy of Ireland, one Palmer master. 
When she came near Castle Island, the lieutenant of the fort 
went aboard her, and made her strike her flag, which the mas- ^" ^' 
tcr took as a great injury, and complained of it to the magis- 
trates, who, calling the lieutenant before them, heard the cause, 
and declared to the master, that he had no commission so to do. 
And because he had made them strike to the fort, (which had 
then no colours ||*abroad||,) they tendered the master such satis- 
faction as he desired, which was only this, that the lieutenant, 
aboard their ship, should acknowledge his errour, that so all the 
ship's company might receive satisfaction, lest the lord deputy 
should have been informed, that.we had offered that discourtesy 
to his ship, which we had never offered to any before. 

Hholdingll Ipblankll ||3yice|| ||4aboard|| 

1 Thisi friend of New England was afterwards the great Earl of Strafford, 
with whose labours the king was better pleased than the commons. He ex- 
piated his unpopolarity on Se scaffold ; and the success of the nnconstitu- 
tional nieans employed for his destruction, gaTe encouragement to the illegal 
proceedings against his master. 
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25.] Henrj Vane, Esq. before mentioned, was chosen gover* 
nour ; and, because he was son and heir to a prtvj counsellor in 
£ngland,r the ships congratulated his election with a voller of 
great shot. The next week he invited all the masters (there 
were then fifteen great ships, &c.) to dinner. After they had 
dined, he propounded three things to them : 1. That all ships^ 
which should come after this year, should come to an anchor 
before they came at the fort, except they did send their boat be- 
fore, and did satisfy the commander that they were friends. 
2. That, before they offered any godds to sale, they would de- 
liver an invoice, &c. and give the govemour, &c. twenty-four 
hours^ liberty to refuse, &c. 3. That their men might not ^ay 
, on shore (except upon necessary business) after sunset. — ^These 
things they all willingly condescended unto. 

31.] Mr. Hooker, pastor of the church of Newtown, and 
the ||most|| of his congregation, went to Connecticut. His wife 
was carried in a horse litter ; and they drove one hundred and 
sixty cattle, and fed of their milk by the way. 

The last winter Capt. Mason died. He was the chief mover 
in all attempts against us, and was to have sent the general go- 
vernour, and for this end was providing shipping ; but the Lord, 
in mercy, taking him away, all the business fell on sleep, so as 
ships came and brought what and whom they would, without 
any question or controul.^ 

Divers of the ships this spring, both out of the Downs and 
from Holland, came m five weeks ; and Mr. Ball his ship went 
from hence to England the 16th of January, and saw lana there 
in eighteen days. 

One Miller, master's mate in the Hector, spake to some of 
our people aboard his ship, that, because we had not the kind's 
colours at our fort, we were all traitors and ||^rebels,|| &c. The 
govemour sent for the master, Mr. Feme, and acquainted him 
with it, who promised to deliver him to us. Whereupon we 
Itrestl ||9robben|| 



1 We must always be careful to distinguish between the opinions and the 
principles of onr fathers. The spirit of the age, in which religions contro- 
▼ersj had borne or was bearing aU its evil fmits, was not a spirit of charity ; 
and the judrment of heaven was, by each party, perpetoaUy invoked against 
the other. In the wilderness the erroor increased, bnt it increased faster at 
home ; and, mnoh as we regret the fanaticism of the two first ages of New 
ikigland, the examples of its baleful huflaence are more numerous and more 
ahookiog, though for a shorter season, in the native land of our ancestors. 
The disaster of Mason will be mentioned hereafter in more detail. Perhapa 
his dying declaration, of good will to our country, prevented a heavier con- 
demnation at the tribunal of our author, at it has and will do in the judgment 
of later times. 
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sent the marshal and four Serjeants to the ship for him, but the 
master not being aboard, they would not deKver him ; where- 
upon the master went himself and brought him to the court, 
and, the words being proved against him by two witnesses, he 
was committed* The next day the master, to pacify his men^ 
who were in a great tumult, requested he might be delivered to 
him, and did undertake to bring him before us again the day- 
after, which was granted him, and he brought him to us at the 
time appointed. Then, in the presence of all the rest of the 
masters, he acknowledged his offence, and set his hand to a 
submission,^ and was discharged. Then the governour desir- 
ed the masters, that they would deal freely, and tell us, if they 
did take any offence, and what they required of us. They an* 
swered, that, in regard they should be examined upon their 
return, what colours they saw here, they did desire that the 
king^s colours might be ||spread|| at our fort. It was answered, 
that we had not the king^s colours. Thereupon two of them 
did offer them freely to us. We replied, that for our part we 
were fully persuaded, that the cross in the ensign was idola- 
trous, and therefore might not set it in our ensi^ ; but, be- 
cause the fort was the king^s, and maintained m his name, 
we thought that his own colours might be H'spreadU there. So 
the governour accepted the colours of Capt Palmer, and 
promised they should be set up at Castle Island. We had 
conferred over night with Mr. Cotton, &c. about the point. 
The governour, and Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Cotton, were of opin- 
ion, that they might be set up at the fort upon this distinction, 
||8U8pended|| ||9«u6pended|| 

1 If we should infer, from the language of this submission, that it was pre- 
pared br some friendly hand, we may still deriFe, from the incident, strong 
illustration of the regular discipline or severe police maintained by our 
fathers over the most refractory persons. I find it in Col. Rec. 1. 179 : 
^^ Whereas I, Thomas Millerd, have given out most false and reproachful 
speeches against his majesty ^s loyal and faithful subjects, dwelling in the 
Massachusetts Bay in America, saying that they were all traitors ^d rebels^ 
and that I would affirm so much before the governour himself, which ex- 
pressions I do confess (and so desire may be conceived) did proceed from the 
rashness and distemper of my own brain, without any just ground or cause to, 
to think or speak, for which my unworthy and sinful carriage being called in 
question, I do justly stand committed, — my humble request therefore is, that, 
upon this my full and ingenuous recantation of this my gross failing, it would 
please the governour and the rest of the assistants to accept of this my 
bumble submission, to pass by my fault, and to dismiss me from further, 
trouble ; and this my free and voluntary confession 1 subscribe with my hand 
this 9th June, 1636. Thomas MiUerd.^^ A new scribe appears in the 
Records for one or two pages preceding this, and the change of the culprit^s 
name might be oharred to him as fairly as to oar author« But in another 
page he has given it Ske Winthrop. 
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that it was maintained in the king's name. ^Others, not being 
so persuaded, answered, that the goTemour and Mr* Dudley, 
being two of the council, and being persuaded of the lawful- 
ness, &c* might use their power to set them up. Some others, 
being not so persuaded, could not join in the act, yet would 
not oppose, as being doubtful, &c. 

Mo. 5. 9.] The governour, &c. went to Salem. 

Many ships lying ready at Natascott to set sail, Mr. Peter 
went down and preached aboard the Hector, and the ships go- 
ing forth met with an east wind, which put them in again ; 
whereupon he stayed and kept the sabbath with them. 

5.] Mr. Buckly and Mr. Jones, two English ministers, ap- 
pointed this day to gather a church at Newtown, to settle at 
Concord. They sent word, three days before, to the gover- 
nour and deputy, to desire their presence ; but they took it in 
ill part, ana thought not fit to gol, because they had not come 
to them before, §(as they ought to have done, and as others 
had done before,)§ to acquaint them with their purpose. 
[Very large blank.] 

§Mr. Winlhrop, jun. gave £5 towards the building of the 
meeting-house at Charlton. I sent it by James Brown.§ 

20.] John Gallop, with one man more, and two little bovs, 
coming from Connecticut in a bark of twenty tons, intendmg 
to put in at Long Island to trade, and being ||at|| the mouth of 
the harbour, |pwere|| forced, by a sudden change of the wind, to 
bear up for Block Island or Fisher's Island, lying before 
Naragansett, where they espied a small pinnace, which, draw- 
ing near unto, they found to be Mr. Oldham's (an old planter, 
and a member of Watertown congregation, who had been 
lon^ out a-trading, having with him only two English boys, 
and two Indians of Naragansett.) So they hailed |phim,|| but 
had no answer ; and the deck was full of Indians, (fourteen in 
all,) and a canoe was gone from her full of Indians and goods. 
Whereupon they suspected they had killed John Oldham, and 
the rather, because the Indians let slip and set up sail, being 
two miles from shore, and the wind and tide being ofi* the 
shore of the bland, whereby they drove towards the main at 
Naragansett. Whereupon they went ahead of them, and 
having but two pieces and two pistols, and nothing but duck 
shot, they bear up near the Indians, (who stood ready armed 
with guns, pikes and swords,) and let fly among them, and so 
llnearll pwe^\\ ||3them|| ^^ 

1 Among thete others, I am sorrj to obserre, wai Winthrop himself. See 
Addenda* .,, , , 
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galled them ||as|| they all gate under hatches. Then they 
5tood off again, and returning with a good gale, they stemmed 
her upon the quarter and almost overset her, which so frighted 
the Indians, as six of them leaped overboard and were drown* 
ed« Yet they durst not board her, but stood off again, and 
fitted their anchor, so as, stemming her the second time, they 
bored her ||^bow|| through with their anchor, and so sticking fast 
to her, they made divers shot through her, (being but inch 
board,) and so raked her fore and aft, as they must needs kill 
or hurt some of the Indians ; but, seeing none of them come 
forth, they gate loose from her and stood off again. Then four 
or five more of the Indians leaped into the sea, and were like- 
wise drowned. So there being now but four left in her, they 
boarded her ; whereupon one Indian came up and yielded ; 
him they bound and put into hold. Then another yielded, whom 
they bound. But John Gallop, being well acquainted with their 
skill to untie themselves, if two of them |rbe|| together, and 
having no place to keep them asunder, he threw him bound 
into (the] sea ; and, looking about, they found John Oldham 
under an old seine, §stark naked,§ his head cleft to the brains^ 
and his hand and lees cut as if they had been cutting them off, 
and yet warm. So they put him into the sea ; bat could not get 
10 the other two Indians, who were in a little room underneatbi 
with their swords. So they took the goods which were left, 
and the sails, &c. and towed the boat away ; but night coming 
on, and the wind rising, thev were forced to turn her off, and 
the wind carried her to the Naragansett shore.^ 

26.] The two Indians, which were with Mr. Oldham, and 
one other, came from Canonicus, the chief sachem of Naragan- 
sett, with a letter from Mr. Williams to the govemour, to certi- 
fy him what had befellen Mr. Oldham, and how grievously 
they were afSicted, and that Miantunnomoh was gone, with se- 
venteen canoes and ||^two hundred|p men, to take revenge, &c. 
But, upon examination of the Indian who was brought ^tsoner 

\\1hwt\\ ||9booiD!| ll^werey ll^twen^H 

I Prince, though usually accurate in chronology to a prorerb, In his intro- 
duction to Mason^s History of the Pequot war, printed at Boston, 1736, re- 
published in our 2 Hist. ColL VIII. has, page 423, made the murder of Old* 
ham a year earlier. 

it It would htfve been no bold exertion of oo^jectvral criticiMn, to chan^ 
the reading of the former edition in this place, since a fleet of seventeen sail, 
even of canoes, would, by twenty persons, be weakly manned for warlike re- 
venge ; but I assure the reader the MS.^ is plain. 

3 He is, I presume, the one whom Oallop brought, tiie/fff taken, the next 
being thrown overboard. 
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to us, we found that all the sachems of the Naragaosett, except 
Caoonicus and Miantunnomoh, were the contrivers of Mr. Old* 
ham^s death ; and the occasion was, because he went to make 

C^ace, and trade with the Pekods last year, as is before re- 
ted. The prisoner said also, that Mr. Oldham's two Indians 
were acquainted with it ; but, because they wer'> sent as mes* 
sengers from Canonicus, we would not imprison them. But 
the govemour wrote back to Mr. Williams to let the Naragaa- 
setts know, that we expected they should send us the two boys, 
and take revenge upon the islancfers ; and withal gave Mr. W il- 
liams a caution to look to himself, if we should nave occasion 
to make war upon the Naragansetts, for Block Island was un«> 
der them. And the next day, 27, he wrote to Canonicus by 
one of those two Indians, and that he had suspicion of him, &c« 
yet he had sent him back, because he was a messenger, but did 
expect that, if he should send for the said two Indians, he 
should send them to us to clear themselves. 

30.] Mr. Oldham's two boys were sent home by one of 
Miantunnomoh hb men, with a letter from Mr. Williams, signi* 
fying that Miantunnomoh had caused the sachem of Niantick to 
send to Block Island for them ; and that he had near one hun- 
dred fathom of wampom and other goods of Mr. Oldham's, 
which should be reserved for us ; and that three of the seven, 
which were drowned, were sachems; and one of the two, 
which were hired by the sachem of Niantick, was dead also. 
So we wrote back to have the rest of those, which were acces- 
sory, to be sent to us, and the rest of the goods, and that he 
should tell Canonicus and Miantunnomoh, that we held them in- 
nocent ; but that six other under-sachems were guilty, &c. 

Mo. 6. 3.] Samuel Maverick, who had been in Virginia 
near twelve months, now returned with two pinnaces, and 
broi^ht some fourteen heifers, and about eighty goats, (having 
lost ifabovell twenty goats by the way.) One of his pinnaces 
was about forty tons, of cedar, built at ||^Barbathes,|j and 
brought to Virginia by Capt. Powell, who there dying, she 
was sold for a small matter. There died in Virginia, (by 
his relation,) this last year, above eighteen hundred, and corn 
was there at twenty shillings the bushel, the most of the 
people having lived a great time of nothing but purslain, &c. 
It is very strange, what was related by him and many oUiers, 
that, above sixty miles up James River, they dig nowhere 
but they find the ground full of oyster shells, and fishes' 
bones, &c. ; |Pyea,|| he affirmed that he saw the bone of a 
whale taken out of the earth (where they digged for a well) 
eighteen feet deep. 

Ilaboutll ||«WaDk|| ||3jetr 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



192 HENRY VANE. [1636. 

8.1 Lieut. Eldward Kvibbons, and John 'Higginson, with 
Cutshamekin, the sagamore of Massachusetts, were sent to 
Canonicus, to treat with him about the murder of John Old- 
ham. 1 3« They returned, being very well accepted, and good 
success in their business. They observed in the sachem much 
state, great command over his men, and marvellous wisdom in 
his answers and the carriage of the whole treatv, clearing him- 
self and his neighbours of the murder, and offering assistance 
for revenge of it, yet upon very safe and wary conditions.^ 

25.1 Tne govemour and council, having lately assembled the 
rest of the magistrates and ministers, to advise with them about 
doing justice upon the Indians for the death of Mr. Oldham, and 
all agreeing that it should be attempted with expedition, did 
this day send forth ninety men, distributed to four command- 
ers, — Capt. John Underbill, Capt. Nathaniel ^Turner, Ensign 
Jenyson, and Ensign Davenport; and over them all, as general, *^' 
John Endecott, Esq. one of the assistants, was sent. They 
were embarked in three pinnaces, and carried two shallops 
and two Indians with them. They had commission to put to 
death the men of Block Island,^ but to spare the women and 

1 Edward Gibbons is named with honour in Eliot^?, but not in Allen^s Dio- 
tionarj. He was early admitted into the Boston chorch, baing No. 113, and 
his piety was probably more approved, because he bad belonged to the irre- 
gular ad venturers 'of Mount Wollaston. His name very frequently occurs in 
this History. He was deputy, several years, for Boston, made major general 
of all our forces, and, in 1650, — not 1644, as Eliot has it, — attained to the hirh 
rank of being an assistant. Death closed his services 9 December, 1654. In 
our Probate Records, 11. 147, the inventory of bis estate shows a considera- 
ble fortune for those times, — j^35.6.7; yet the next information is of a 
special commission, resembling much those of our days, on account of its in* 
solvency. He had been too adventurous in the great undertakings of La 
Tour, and was, beside, unfortunate in trade. 

3 Of this gentleman, who became afterwards a mmister of high respecta- 
bility in his father^s place at Salem, and survived aU of his generation iu the 
pulpit, good accounts are furnished by Eliot and Allen. 

9 From the minuteness of his description of the Indian court, I think Jobn> 
son must have accompanied these ambassadours. See book II. c. 6, of the 
Wonder-working Providence. 

^ He was representative, in the six first general courts, from Sagos or 
Lynn ; but we have not, except his disaster by fire, mentioned by our author 
under date of January, 1636 — ^7, any further account of him, than the 
present service with Endecott 

^ No degree of veneration for our fathers can lead to hesitation in coin* 
ciding with a remark I find in a copy of the first part of this History, formerly 
owned by Dr. Belknap, that these were ^^ sanguinaiy orders ^^ The num- 
bers on the inland must have been so small, that it was not matter of necessi- 
ty ; and perhaps we may attribute the cruel direction chiefly to the limited 
knowledge of the new govemour. 
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children, and to bring them away, and to take possession of the 
island ; and from thence to go to the Pequods to demand the 
murderers of Capt. Stone and other Englisn, and one thousand 
fathom of wampom for damaees, &c. and some of their chil* 
dren ||as|| hostages, which if they should refuse, they were to 
obtain it by force. No man was impressed for this service, 
but all went voluntaries. 

36.] Miantunnomoh, sachem of Naragansett, sent a messen- 
ger to us, with a letter from Mr. Williams, to signify to us, that 
Uiey had taken one of the Indians, who had broken prison and 
was escaped away, and had him safe for us, when we would 
send for him, (we had before sent to him ||^to|| that end ;) and the 
other (being also of Block Island) he had sent away, (not 
knowing, as it seemed, that he had been our prisoner,) accord- 
ing to their promise, that they would not entertain any of that 
island, which should come to them. But we conceived it was 
rather in love to him ; for he had been his servant formerly. 

We sent for the two Indians. One was sent us ; the other was 
dead before the messengers came. 

A ship of one hundred and twenty tons was built at Mar- 
blehead, and called the Desire.^ 

7ber, 8.] At a general court, a levy was made of £1300 
to pay the country's debts." 

The trade of beaver and wampom was to be farmed, and 
all others restrained from trading. 
IM IPMI 

^ Being furnished with the original bfll of particulars for part of the outfits 
of this ship, signed William Peirse, I transcribe it : ^^ The ship Desire, or the 
owners thereof, are debited to account of the bark Warwick, or her owners, 
for these particulars following, taken by order of the Gov. Winthrop : 

1636. Three falcons and one falconet, cwt. 38.3.0, with the old > £^. . ^q 

carriages, at 10#.6, per cwt j *» • • 

An old poop lanthorn, 5#. and a small crow of iron, 2i.6. 7. 6 

Two spindles for vanes, 18d, a pump bolt and a wooden > « a 

brake, all ......:. \ ^ * 

A small anchor stock, 4#. a pistol barrel, 6tf. and three > . ^ 

small tackle hooks, 12rf. all is S 

A copper funnel, 6#. 2 sponge staves, a rammer and a > 1 1 n 

ladle. alL J "' " 

Eleven falcon shot, 4#. a small bell, 3« 7. 

A small anchor, esteemed at.....« • 2.0. 

JE24.19. 



9 The apportionment upon the several towns does not appear, it being 
left to the discretion of a committee. So heavy a contribution could not be 
made at once, and the order of court was, ^^ one half at three months, and 
the other at a time to be appointed at the next session.^^ 

25 VOL. I. 
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23.] A new church was gathered at Dorchester, with ap- 
probation of the ma^trates and elders, &c«^ 

August 24.] John Endecott, Esq. and four captains under 
him, with twenty men a-piece, set saiU They arrived at Block 
Island the last of the same. The wind blowing hard at N. E. 
there went so great a surf, as they had much to do to land ; 
and about forty Indianli were ready upon the shore to en- 
tertain them with their arrows, which they shot ||oft|| at our 
men ; but, being armed with ||^corsIets,|| they had no hurt, only 
one was lightly hurt upon his neck, and another near his 
foot. So soon as |pone man|| leaped on shore, they all fled. 
The island is about ten miles long, and four broad, full of 
small hills, and all overgrown with brush-wood of oak, — no 
good timber ||^in|| it, — so as they could not march but in one file 
and in the narrow paths.^ There were two plantations, three 
miles in sunder, and about sixty wigwams, — some very large and 
fair, — and ||'above|| two hundred acres of corn, some gathered 
and laid on heaps, and the rest standing. When they had 
spent two days in searching the island, and could not find the 
Indians, they burnt their wigwams, and all their matts, and 
some corn, and staved seven canoes, and departed. Thev 
could not tell what men they killed, but some were wound- 
ed and carried away by their fellows. 

Thence they went to the mouth of Connecticut, where they 
lay wind-bound four days, and taking thence twenty men and 
two shallops, they sailed to the Pequot harbour, where an 
Indian came to them in a canoe, and demanded what they 
were, and what they would have. The general told him, 
he came from the governour of Massachusetts to speak with 
their sachems. He told him, Sassacus was eone to Long 
Island. Then he bad him go tell the other sachem, &c. So 
he departed ; and in the mean time our men landed, but with 
much danger, if the Indians had made use of their advantage, 

||off|| ||2crosl€t8|| (Pour men were|| ||4on|| ||5about|| 

1 Being written in the margin, with the day, but not the month, giTen, this 
sentence left an uncertainty, from inspection, whether August, to which the 
subsequent paragraph refers, or September, which had accidentally obtained 
precedence, were the true date. But the Dorchester Records prove it to be 
the earlier month. The author wished to bring into one view the whole story 
of Endecott^s eipedition, and therefore, after the report of proceedings at 
September court, inserted the story of the campaign with the marginal date 
of the day when the fleet departed. Hubbard, 274, copying it, made a 
careless transcript of the day of the court in the above recital, and neglected, 
as he usually did, to seek collateral information. «- 

3 Dr. Stiles, president of Yale College, one of the most diligent antiquaries 
our country has furnished, made a hasty collation of some parts of the former 
edition with the original MS. and in this place read passu. I am convinced 
of the correctness of the text. 
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1 

for all the shore was hieh, rugged rocks, &c. Then the mes- 
seoger returned, and the Indians beean to gather about our 
men till there were about three hundred of them ; and some 
four hours passed while the messenger went to and fro, bring- 
ing still excuses for the sachem's not coming. At ||laft(|| the 
general told the messenger, and the rest of the Indians near, the 
particulars of his commission, and sent him to tell the sachem, 
that if he would not come to him, nor yield to those demands, 
he would fight with them. The messenger told him, that the 
sachem would meet him, if our men would lay down their 
arms, as his men should do their bows, &c. When the ge- 
neral saw they did but dally, to gain time, he bad them oe 
{rone, and shiit for themselves; for they had dared the Eng- 
ish to come fight with them, and now they were come for 
that purpose. Thereupon they all withdrew. Some of our 
men would have made a shot at them, but the general would 
not suffer them; but when they were gone out of musket 
shot, he marched after them, supposing they would have 
stood to it awhile, as they did to the Dutch. But they all fled, 
and shot at our men from the thickets and rocks, but did us 
no harm. Two of them our men killed, and hurt others. 
So they marched up to their town, and burnt all their wigwams 
and matts, but their corn being standing, they could not spoil 
iu At night they returned to their vessels, and the next 
day they went ashore on the west side of the river, and burnt 
all their wigwams, and spoiled their canoes ; and so set sail 
and came to the Naragansett, where they landed their men, 
and, the 14th of 7ber, they came all safe to Boston, which was a 
marvellous providence of God, that not a hair fell from the 
bead of any of them, nor any sick or feeble person among 
them.^ As they came by Naragansett, Cutshamakin, an In- 
dian, who went with them for an interpreter, who, being armed 
with a Ipcorsletll and a piece, had crept into a swamp and killed 
a Pequot, and having flayed off the skin of' his head, he sent 
it to Canonicus, who presently sent it to all the sachems about 
him, and returned many thanks to the English, and sent four 
fathom of wampom to Cutshamakin. 

The soldiers who went were all voluntaries, and had only 
their victuals provided, but demanded no pay. The whofe 
charge of the voyage came to about £200. The seamen had 
all wages. 

||leDgtb|| yScroBletll 

1 Tet I fiod, at the general court id October, a grant of £5 to ^^ George 
Mannings, in regard of the lou of his eye in the Tojage to Block Island ;^' 
and an addition to that grant was made, on the same daj, of the fines im- 
posed upon members in that session of foar days, for absence at the hour of 
BieetJng in the morning, amounting to £3 more. 
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The Naragansett men told us after, that thirteen of the 
Pequods were kilied, and forty woanded; and bat one of 
Block Island killed.^ 

At the last general court, order was taken to restrain the 
trade with the Indians, and the govemour and council appoint- 
ed to let it to farm, for a rent to be paid to the treasury. 

The inhabitants of Boston, who had taken their farms and 
lots at Mount WooUaston, finding it very burdensome to have 
their business, &c. so far off, desired to gather a church there. 
Many meetings were about it. The great let was, in regard 
it was given to Boston for upholding the town and church 
there, which end would be frustrate by the removal of so 
many chief men as would go thither. For helping of this, it 
was propounded, that such as dwelt there should pay six-pence 
the acre, yearly, for such lands as lay within a mile of the wa- 
ter, and three-pence for that which lay further off. 
[Very Urge blank.] 

A ship of Barnstaple arrived here with eighty heifers. 

Another from Bristol arrived, a fortnight after, with some 
cattle and passengers ; §but she had delivered most of her cat- 
tle and passengers§ at Pascataquack for Sir Ferdinando Gorge* 
his plantation at Aquamenticus. 

Canonicus sent us word of some English, whom the Pe- 
quods had killed at.Saybrook ; and Mr* Williams wrote, that 
tne Pequods and Naragansetts were at ||tn]ce,|| and that Mian- 
tunnomoh told him, that the Pequods had laboured to persuade 
them, that the English were minded to destroy all Indians. 
Whereupon we sent for Miantunnomoh to gome to us. 

[Very large blank.] 

Another windmill was erected at Boston, and one at Charles- 
town ; and a watermill at Salem, and another at Ipswich, and 
another at Newbury.^ 

[Very large blank.] 
IKarB 

1 One prisoner was, by order of court, made a slave for life. If a man, 
he was preserved contrary to the instructions of the troops, and perhaps 
against his own desire. 

S I take this opportonity of printing the name as Winthrop wrote it, 
though usually spelt as two syllables. Probably the family had, in early 
times, as the old books and Collinses Peerage give-it occasionally, used the 
writing of Gorge ; and the old grammar, for the possessive case, employ- 
ing the pronominal ftu, led them and all others to dignify it by the final #. 

3 With this paragraph closes the regular sequence of narrative in the 
first volume of MS. For the many happy hours and days spent upon it, 
no slight share of veneration is by me felt and acknowledged. 
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8ber.] AFTER Mr. Endecott and our men were departed 
from the Pequod, the twenty men of Sajbrook lay wind-bound 
there, and went to fetch some of the Indians' com ; and havine 
fetched every man one sackful to their boat, they returned 
for more, and having loaded themselves, the Indians set upon 
them. So they laid down their com and gave fire upon them, 
and the Indians shot arrows at them. The place was open for 
the distance of musket shot, and the Indians kept the covert, 
save when they t|came|| forth, about ten at a time, and dis- 
charged their arrows. The English put themselves into a 
single file, and some ten only (who had pieces ||Vhich|| could 
reach them) shot ; the others stood ready to keep them from 
breaking in upon our men. So they continued the most part 
of the afternoon. Our men killed some of them, as they sup- 
posed, and hurt others ; and they shot only one of ours, and 
he was armed,^ all the rest being without arms. He was shot 
through the leg. Their arrows were all shot compass, so as 
our men, stanchng single, could easily see and avoid them ; and 
one was employed to gather up their arrows. At last they 
emptied their sacks, and retired safe to their boat. 

About two days after, five men of Saybrook went up the 
fiver about four miles, to fetch hay in a meadow on Pequot 
jjrH IPthatB _^ 

1 The meaning is, with defensive armour. Back and breast pieces of iron 
were then conm^only worn. Those without arms had mnslcets. 
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side. The grass was so high as some Pequots, being hid in it, set 
upon our men, and one, that had hay on his back, thej took ; 
the others fled to their boat, one of them having five arrows in 
him, (but yet recovered.) He who was taken was a godly 
young man, called [blank] Butterfield ; (whereupon the meadow- 
was named Butterfield Meadow.)^ About fourteen days after, 
six of Saybrook, being sent to keep the house in their corn- 
field, about two miles from the fort, three of them went forth on 
fowling, (which the lieutenant had strictly forbidden them.) 
Two had pieces, and the third only a sword* Suddenly about 
one hundred Indians ||came|| out of the covert, and |pset|| upon 
them. |pHc|| who had the sword brake through them, (and 
received only two shot, not dangerous,) and escaped to the 
house, which was not a bow-shot off, and persuaded the other 
two to follow him ; but they stood still till the Indians came and 
took them, and carried them away with their pieces. Soon 
after they burnt down the said house, and some outhouses and 
haystacks within a bow-shot of the fort, and killed a cow, and shot 
divers others ; but they all came home with the arrows in them. 
31.] Miantunnomoh, the sachem of Naragansett, (being sent 
for by the governour,) came to Boston with two of Canonicus^s 
sons, and another sachem, and near twenty sanaps. Cutshama- 
kin gave us notice the day before. The governour sent twenty 
musketeers to meet him at Roxbury. He came to Boston 
about noon. The governour had called together most of the 
magistrates and mmisters, to give countenance to our pro- 
ceedings, and to advise with them about the terms of peace. 
It was dinner time, and the sachems and their council dined by 
themselves in the same room where the eovernour dined, and 
their sanaps were sent to the inn. After cfinner, Miantunnomoh 
declared what he had to say to us in [blank] propositions, 
which were to this effect : That they had always loved the 
English, and desired firm peace with us : That they would 
continue in war with the Pequods and their confederates, till 
they were subdued ; and desired we should so do : They would 
deliver our enemies to us, or kill them : That if any of theirs 
should kill our cattle, that we would not kill them, but cause 
them to make satisfaction : That they would now make a firm 
peace, and two months hence they would send us a present. 
Hrosejl ||S8bot|| ||3the iDan|| 

1 Hubbard, 252, after faithful transcription of this narrative of the fate 
of Butterfield, has added from Ovid, Icarus Icariis nomina dtdit aquis. We 
should be well pleased, did other parts of his volume show equal atten* 
tion to the reader^s gratification. 
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The governour told them, they should have answer the 
next morning. 

In the morning we met again, and concluded the peace upon 
the articles underwritten, which the governour subscribed, and 
they also subscribed with their marks, and Cutshamakin also. 
But because we could not well make them understand the arti- 
cles perfectly, we agreed to send a copy of them to Mr. Wil- 
liams, who could best interpret them to them. So, after dinner, 
they took leave, and were conveyed out of town by some mus- 
keteers, and dismissed with a volley of shot. 

THE ARTICLES. 

1. A firm peace between us and our friends of other planta- 
tions, (if they consent,) and their confederates, (if they will ob- 
serve the articles, &c.) and our posterities. 

2. Neither party to make peace with the Pequods without the 
other's consent. 

3. Not to harbour, &c. the Pequods, &c. 

4. To put to death or deliver over murderers, &c. 

5. To return our fugitive servants, &c. 

6. We to give them notice when we go againti the Pequods, 
and they to send us some guides. 

7. Free trade between us. 

8. None of them to come near our plantations during the 
wars with the Pequods, without some Englishman or known 
Indian. 

9. To continue to the posterity of both parlies. 

The governour of Plimouth wrote to the deputy,^ that we 
had occasioned a war, &c. by provoking the Pequods, and no 
more, and about the peace with the Naragansetts, &c. The de- 
puty took it ill, (as there was reason,) and returned answer ac- 
cordingly, and made it appear, 1. That there was as much done 
as could be expected, considering they fled from us, and 
we could not follow them in our armour, neither had any 
to guide us in their country. 2. We went not to make war 
upon them, but to do justice, &c. ; and having killed thirteen 
of them for four or five, which they had murdered of ||ours,i| 
and destroyed sixty wigwams, &c. we were not much behind 
with them. 3. They had no cause to glory over us, when they 
saw that they could not save §themselves nor§ their houses 
and corn from so few of ours. 4. If we had left but one hun- 

Ml 

1 WiDtbrop had not mentioned bis own election to the second place. 
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dred of them living, those might have done us as much hurt as 
they have or are likely to do. 5. It was very likely they 
would have taken notice of our advantage against them, and 
would have sitten still, or have sought peace, if God had not de- 
prived th^m of common reason. 

About the middle of this month, John Tilley, master of a 
bark, coming down Connecticut River, went on snore in a canoe, 
three miles above the fort, to kill fowl ; and having shot off his 
piece, many Indians arose out of the covert and took him, and 
killed one other, who was in the canoe. This Tilley was a very 
stout man, and of ereat understanding. They cut off his hands, 
and sent them before, and after cut off his feet. He lived three 
days after his hands were cut off; and themselves confessed, 
that he was a stout man, because he cried not in his torture. 

About this time two houses were burnt, and all the goods in 
them, to a great value ; one was one Shaw at Watertown, and 
the other one Jackson of Salem, both professors, and Shaw the 
day before admitted of the former church. This was very 
observable in ^Shaw, that he concealed his estate, and maJe 
show as if he had been poor, and ||was|| not clear of some 
unrighteous ^ssaces. 

One Mrs. ^Hutcninson, a member of the church of Boston, 
a woman of a ready wit and bold spirit, brought over with her 
two dangerous errours : 1. That the person of the Holy Ghost 
dwells m a justified person. 3. That no sanctification can 
help to evidence to us our justification. — From these two grew 
many branches ; as, 1, Our union with the Holy Ghost, so as a 
Christian remains dead to every spiritual action, and hath no 
gifts nor graces, other than such as are in hypocrites, nor any 
other sanctification but the Holy Ghost himself. 
[Large blank.] 
flwenty 

1 In the original first stood both^ instead of Shaw ; thty^ instead of Ju ; 
ihtir^ instead of hit ; thep^ instead of he ; and were,^ instead of imw, in the 
progress of the sentence. The alteration was made bj Winthrop. We 
may therefore conclude, that the report against Jackson^s character was 
nnrounded, and that he did not dettrve to haTe his house and goods bamt 
bj accident. 

9 Being descended from this ladj, the editor feels not at liberty to io- 
dolge his pen in a memoir, of which all benefit is indeed anticipated by 
the more honourable labours of a nearer relati?e, the late Gov. Hutchin- 
son. Time has abated all the venom of the accusations against her, and 
the futility of most of them wiU forever forbid the inquiry of reason. Mather, 
in the middle age, and Eliot, of the present, 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 28 — 30, give 
her great credit, as in our text, for powers of mind ; and all are strength- 
ened by the orthodox contemporary, Johnson, lib. I. o. 42, who calls her 
" the masterpiece of women^s wit.'' 
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There joined with her in these opinions a brother of hers, 
one Mr. ^Wheelwright^ a silenced minister sometimes in Eng- 
land. 

[Large blank.] 

25.] The other ministers in the bay^ hearing of these 
things, came to Boston at the time of ||a{| general court, and en- 
tered conference in private with them, to the end they might 
know the certainty of these things ; that if need were, they 
might write to the church of Boston about them, to prevent (if 
it were possible) the dangers, which seemed hereby to hang 
over that and the rest of the churches. At this conference, 
Mrw Cotton was present, and gave satisfaction to them, so as he 
an*eed with them all in the point of sanctification, and so did 
Air. Wheelwright ; so as they all did hold, that sanctificatioa 
did help to evidence justification. The same he had Ipdeliver- 
edjl plainly in publick, divers times ; but, for the indwelling of 
the person of the Holy Ghost, he held that still, *as some others 
of the ministers did,"** but not |punion|| with the person of the 
Holy Ghost, *(as Mrs. Hutchinson and others aid,)* so as to 
amount to a personal union. 

[Blank.] 

||the|| ||3declared|| ||3vcrj man|| 



1 A jast estimate of this distingaished gentleman may readily be formed 
from the pages of this History and the volumes of Hutchinson and Eliot. 
His long life afforded him a triumph over the injustice of intolerance, which 
attempted hardly any other cure for his errours than banishment. F^ub- 
bard marks his death about 1681. Some pleasure may be derived from a 
Jen de mot of" Johnson, to whom we are usually obliged to refer for less 
valuable qualities. In his verses to tlfl honour of 'Wilson, alluding to the 
opposition he encountered from the supporters of Mrs. Hutchinson, the au- 
thor of Wonder-working Providence of Zion^s Saviour says, 

^' They thee deprave, thy mitiistry despise : 

By thy thick utterance seek to cul men back 
From hearing thee: but Christ for thee did rise. 
And turned the whtel-right over them to crack.'^ 

From our Town Records I find, that a daughter of Wheelwright was, 
in December, 1660, married to Samuel Maverick, soon after one of the 
royal commissioners to New England. Cotton Mather says, Belknap^s New 
Hampshire, III. Appendix 1., that a daughter of this pilgrim informed him, 
that b«r &ther came in the same ship with Whiting of Lynn ; and if this 
were bis first appearance in our country, the authenticity of the famous In- 
dian deed to hUn, for which, in the same letter, the credulous author of the 
Magnalia argues, must be rejected. That letter is well worth reading, as 
an admirable specimen of feeble argument ; but the other evidence in the 
cause is irresistible ; and it is not necessary to found an opinion on the 
incompetency of the advocate. Wheelwright and his wife, Mary, were ad« 
mitted of Boston church 12 June, 1636, which was soon after arrival. 

26 TOL. I. 
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Mr. Cotton, being requested by the general court, with some 
other ministers, to assist some of the magistrates in compiling 
a body of fundamental laws, did, this court, present a model of 
Moses his judicials, compiled in an exact method, which were 
taken into further consideration till the next general court. 

30.] Some of the church of Boston, being of the opinion of 
Mrs. Hutchinson, had laboured to have Mr. Wheelwright to 
be called to be a teacher there. It was propounded the last 
Lord's day, and was moved again this day for resolution. 
^One of the church stood up and said, he could not consent, 
&c. His reason was, because the church being well fur- 
nished already with able ministers, whose spirits they knew, 
and whose labours God ||had|| blessed in much love and sweet 
peace, he thought it not fit (no necessity urging) to put the 
welfare of the church to the least hazard, as ne feared thej 
should do, by calling in one, whose spirit they knew not, and 
one who seemed to dissent in judgment, and instanced in two 
points, which he delivered in a late exercise there : 1. That a 
believer was more than a creature. 2. That the person of the 
Holy Ghost ^nd a believer were united.^ Hereupon the gover- 
nour spake, that he marvelled at this; seeing Mr. Cotton had 
lately approved his doctrine. To this Mr. Cotton answered, 
that he aid not remember the first, and desired Mr. Wheel- 
wright to explain his meaning. He denied not the points, 
but showed upon what occasion he delivered them. Where- 
upon, there being an ||^endeavour|| to make a reconciliation, the 
first replied, that, although Mr. Wheelwright and himself might 
likely agree about the point, and though he thought reverend- 
ly of his godliness and abilities, so as he could be content to 
live under such a ministry ; yet, seeing he was apt to raise 
doubtful disputations, he coula not consent to choose him to 
that place. Whereupon the church gave way, that he might 
be called to a new cnurch, to be gathered at Mount Woollas- 
ton, Ipnowll Braintree.* 

Divers of the brethren took ofience at the said speech 
against Mr. Wheelwright; whereupon the same brother spake 
in the congregation the next day to this efiect : That, hearing 
that some of the brethren were offended at his former speech, 
and for that offences were dangerous, he was desirous to give 
satisfaction. The offence he said was in three things : 1. For 

||bath|| ||9mdication| IPnearH 



1 This, we cannot doubt, was Wmthrop himself, 

3 A later hand, I sospect Mather^s, wrote the two last words. 
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that he had charged the brother in publick, and for a thing so 
long since delivered, and had not first dealt with him privately. 
For this he acknowledged it was a failing; but the occasion 
was, that, when he heard the points delivered, he took them 
in a good sense, as spoken figuratively, seeing the whole 
scope of his doctrine was sound, and savourbg of the spirit 
of God ; but hearing, very lately, that he was suspected to 
hold such opinions, it caused him to think, he spake as he 
meant. The 2d cause of ofience was, that in his speech ap- 
peared some bitterness. For that he answered, that they 
well knew his manner of speech |fwas|| filways earnest in things, 
which he conceived to be serious ; and professed, that he did 
love that brother's person, and. did |pbonour|| the gifts and 
graces of God in him. The 3d was, that he had charged 
lim to have held things which •be did not. For this he an- 
swered, that he had spoken since with the said brother ; and 
for the two points, — that \\h\\ believer should be more than a 
creature, and that there should be a personal union between the 
Holy Ghost and a believer^ — he haa deyied to hold either of 
them ; but by necessary consequence, he doth hold them both ; 
for he holds, (said he,) that there is a real union with the per- 
son of the Holy Ghost, and then of necessity it must be per- 
sonal, and so a believer must be more than a creature, viz* 
God-man, even Christ Jesus. For though, in a true union, the 
two terms may still remain the same, &c. as between husband 
and wife, he is a man still, and she a woman, (for the union is 
only in sympathy and relation,) yet in a real or personal union 
it is not. Now, whether this were agreeable to the doctrine of 
the church or not, he left to the church to judge ; hoping that . 
the Lord would direct our teacher to clear these points fully, 
as be had well done, in rood measure, alreadjr. Withal be 
made this request to the |pbrother,|l (which he said he did seri- 
ously and afiectionately,) that, seeing these ||Variances|| grew 
(and some estrangement withal) from some words and phrases, 
which were of ||%uman invention,|| and tended to doubtful dis- 
putation, rather than to edification, and had no footing in 
scripture, nor had been in use in the puj^est churches for three 
hundred years after Christ, — that, for the peace of the church, 
&C. they might be forbom ; (he meant, person of the Holy 
Ghost, and real union ;) and concluded, that he did not intend 
to dispute the matter, (as not having place or calling thereunto 
then ;) yet, if any brother desired to see what light he walked 
by, he would be ready to impart it to him. How this was 

Raill ||9know|| |pthe|| ||4(eacher|| H^neasinesseslj ||%nown intenUoD|| 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



204 HENRY VANE, [IGSO, 

taken by the congregation, did not appear, for no man spake 
to it.i 

A day or two after, the same brother wrote bis mind M\y^ 
with such scriptures and arguments as came to hand, -and sent 
it to Mr. Cotton. 

(9.) 8.] A new church was gathered at Sagus, now Lynn., 
The governour and deputy were not there, beine letted by the 
coming jn of a ship, and other occasions, It held the company 
two days, Mr. ^Whiting, who was to be the pastor, being 
very unskilful in church matters, and those who were to be 
members not fit for such a work. At last six were ac- 
cepted, with Mr. Whiting, but with much ado. 

12.] A commission was sent out of the chancery in Eng« 
land to some private men here, to examine witnesses in a 
cause depending ||there ;|| byt nothing was done in it, nor any 
return made,^ 

[Large blank.] 

IM 

1 On this subject the prudent advice of our author has, in general, pre« 
TaiTed in New England ; and the personality of the Holj Spirit, with olhe^ 
metaphysical or barbarous terminology ^ of human inirention,^* has seldom, 
before the present age, entered into the controversial labours of o«r divines, 
for whom the language of the scriptures, in their original tongues, has ap- 
peared sufficient. But Winthrop was less jiidicious in his conduct than in 
advice ; for, having obtaiped from AVheeAlrright a denial of bit holding the 
two dangerous points, that a believer was more than a creature, and that 
there was a personal union between the Holy Spirit and a believer, he should 
have been contented. Unhappily he proceedea to prove, that, by necessary 
consequence^ both opinions M'ere maintained by the hereaiarch of Braintree. 
We shall never have peace in the church, if muddy-headed religionitti are 
to be made answerable for inferences, which themselves do not deduce froo^ 
their dogmas. ^^ Calvinism run to seed*'* became, in the view of many 
Christians, a convenient periphrase for antinomianism ; and the creed of the 
predestinarian, to which one or more of the articles of the Church of Elii|^ 
land makes near, and the catechism of the Westminster Assembly a nearer 
approach, is oftep ((larged with al) \he dangerous absurdities of the heathen 
notions of fate. 

^ We may be very confident, tliat this notion of onr s^thor, of the tm- 
skilfulness in church matters of the Rev. Samuel Whiting, is an errour. He 
had been in the country but a few months, and Winthrop probably contract- 
ed a pr^dice against him from his going so soon to join the company of poor 
Bachellor, which had been subjected to animadversion for its irregularities* 
It is strange, that Eliot omitted him in his Dictionary ; but his memory b 
duly honoured by Hubbard, 194, Johnson, lib. I. c. 38, and, above all, Mather, 
111. 156, In the great cpntroversy about the Third, or Old South Church, in 
Boston, fie and his son, Samuel, the minister of Billerica, were much en- 
gaged. See Hutch. I. 247 — 251. He is miscalled Lambert by Neal, History 
of Puritans, 11. 304. It was from regard to Whiting, perhaps, that the town 
received its name of Lynn, ^B he bad been a preacher in the borough of 
Lynn Regis in Norfolk. 

3 An unreasonable, though natural jealousy, may be imagined as the 
ground of this neglect* It might have come to private men from any court 
of a foreign nation. 
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17.] Two ships arrived here from LoDdon, and one a 
ireek before. They were full of passengers, — men, women 
and children. Qne of them had been from London twenty- 
six weeks, and between land and land ||eighteen|| weeks ; (the 
other two something less time ;) their beer all spent and leaked 
out a month before their arrival, so as they were forced to 
stinking water (and that very little) mixt with sack or vinegar, 
and their other provisions, very short and bad. Yet, through 
the great providence of the Liord, they came all safe on shore, 
and most of them sound, and well liking. They bad continual 
tempests, and when they were near the shore, (being brought 
two or three days with a |pstrong|| east wind,) the weather was 
so thick all that time, |pas|| they could not make land, and the 
seamen were in great perplexity, when on ||^the|| sudden the fog 
cleared, so as they saw Cape Ann fair on their starboard 
bow, and presently CTew thick again ; yet by their compass 
they made their harbour. There were aboard that ship two 
godly ministers, Mr. NathaniePRogers and Mr. ^Partridge, 

IsixteeDJI ||9stroD«er|| ||3thai|| ||4a| 



1 Hubbard, 554, thinks '^ it might be honour enough to say, that he was 
the son of Mr. John Rogers, the famous preacher of Dedham.^^ His probable 
descent from one of the most celebratad of that ^^ noble army of martyrs^^ 
affords less cause for our Teneration, than we should readily bestow on the pro- 
genitor of a numerous list of men, who, in several generations, are esteemed 
among the worthies of New England. His son, John, was president of 
Harvard College ; and a grandson and great grandspn were ministers of the 
same church in Ipswich, which was thus, by three degrees, supplied for over 
one hundred and twenty years. Other descendants have been distinguished 
for useful services. Eliot, who is very copious on this family of learned men, 
quoting the Magnalia, refers to a particular publication of the first Natha* 
niel ; but the highest subject of praise in it is omitted. The tract is in the 
abundant collection at the Boston Athensum. It is a letter written from 
this conntry to a member of parliaiiaent, 17 December, 1643 ; and though, of 
course, it favoured the cause of liberty and reformation, yet it contains a 
few lines of merited censure against the dishonourable aspersions on the king 
by Mercurius Britannicus* In that inflammatory gazette, — a perfect copy of 
which, containing 130 numbers, fcom 29 August, 1643, to 18 May, 1646, per- 
haps a unique in America, and certainly very rare in England, is in my pos- 
session, — the number 46, 5 August, 1644, bestows some vulgar abuse on the 
moderation of our peacemaker. Though Rogers's le^er was printed under 
the authority of parliament, being licensed by Calam^, one of the great West- 
minster divines, the newspaper affects to consider it as part of an Oxford 
or ro^al plot, and insinuates, that the king had agents in New England. 
Such 18 the reception of truth and decency in a civil war. Mather's name is 
written in the first page of this curious belligerent volume ; but perhaps the 
author of the Magnalia, in his life of Rogers, thought it unworthy of the 
amiable pilgrim to record with honour the gentle remonstrance in favour 
of his sovereign. 

s This centleman is honoured in the Magnalia, Morton^s Memorial, and 
Eliot's and Allen's Dictionaries. He was the first minister of Duxbury, and 
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and many good people in that and the other ships ; and we 
had prayed earnestly for them ; (for a small pinnace of thir- 
ty tons, which came out with them, and was come in three 
weeks before, brought us news of their coming.) In one of 
the other ships the passengers had but half a pint of drink 
for a day, fourteen days together; yet, through the Lord^s 
mercy, did all well. One of the ships was overset in the 
night by a sudden gust, and lay so half an hour, yet righted 
of herself 

Cattle were grown to high rates ; — a good cow, £^}foT £30 ; 
a pair of bulls or oxen, £40. Corn was ||now|| at bs» the 
bushel, and much rye was sown with the plough this year, 
for about thirty ploughs were at work. ||*Brcad||^ was at 9 and 
\Qs. the C. ; carpenters at 3*. the day, and other IpworkmeoH 
accordingly. 

' Things went not well at Connecticut. Their cattle did, many 
of them, cast their young, as they had done the year before. 

[Large blank.] 
Mons. D'Aulney, captain of Penobscott or Pentagonett, 
returned answer to the govcmour's letter, wherein he pro- 
fessed, that they claimed no further than to Pemaquid, nor 
^ would, unless he had further order ; and that he supposed, that 
the cause why he had no order, fee. was, that tne EInglish 
ambassadour had dealt effectually with the cardinal of France 
for settling the limits for our peace, &c. 

The govemour, Mr. Vane, a wise and §odly sentleman, 
held, with Mr. Cotton and many others, the indwelling of the 
person of the Holy Ghost in a believer, and went so far be- 
yond the rest, as to maintain a personal union with the Holy 
Gho^t ; but the deputy, with the pastor and divers others, de- 
nied both; and the question proceeded so far by disputation, 
(in writing, for the peace sake of the church, which all were 
tender of,) as at length they could not iSnd the person of the 
Holy Ghost in scripture, nor in the primitive cnurches three 
hundred years after Christ. So that, all agreeing in the chief 
matter of substance, viz. that the Holy Ghost is uod, and that 
he doth dwell in the believers, (as the Father and Son both 

llneary ||iBoard|| ||3work|| 

needs only the mention, wbioh Jadge Davis has given him. Johnson be- 
stows on him and Rogers verses of less valae for their beauty thaa jostice. 
An honourable descendant at Duxbnry it well known for his services in our 
revolutionary war. 

1 I make this alteration hj conjecture ; for the MS. lodes yetj maoh lik« 
^e reading of the former edition, which was ridicidoiu. 
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are said also to do,) but whether by his gifts and power only, 
or by any other manner of presence, seeing the scripture 
doth not declare it, — ^it was earnestly desired, that the word 
person might be forborn, being a term of human invention, and 
tending to doubtful disputation in this case«|J 

[Large blank.] 
lOber.] The govemour, receiving letters from his friends 
in England, which necessarily required his presence there, im- 
parted^the same to the council^ and some others; and, being 
thereupon resolved of his return into Endand, called a court 
of deputies, to the end he mieht have free leave of the country, 
&c. They, being assembled in court, and himself declaring 
the necessity of his departure, and those of the council aflSrm- 
ing the reasons to be very urgent, though not fit to be impart- 
ed to the whole court, they desired respite to consider thereof 
till the morning; when one of the assistants usine some pa- 
thetical passages of the loss of such a govemour m a time of 
such danger as did hang over us, from the Indians and French, 
the govemour brake forth into tears, and professed, that how- 
soever the causes propounded for his departure were such as 
did concern the utter min of his outward estate, yet he would 
rather have hazarded all, than have gone from them at this 
time, if something else had not pressed him more, viz. the in- 
evitable danger he saw of God's judgments to come upon us 
for these differences and dissensions, which he saw amongst us, 
and the scandalous imputations brought upon himself, as if he 
should be the cause of all ; and therefore he thought it best for 
him to give {)lace for a time, &c. Upon this the court con- 
cluded, that it would not be fit to eive way to his departure 
upon these grounds. Whereupon ne recalled himself,«and 



1 So much evil has not been caused in New England, as in most other 
Protestant countries, br the ^^ terms of human inveniion^'^^ not found in the 
scriptures, nor in the three earliest centuries of the Christian church. Our 
exemption is chiefly- owing to the separati6n of church and state, which 
gradually proceeded after the second generation. The early forbearing of 
the personality of the Holy Ghost hi their technical theology, after examina- 
tion of the ante-Nicene fathers, is not more a proof of the learning, than of 
the moderation of the clerical leaders of Massachusetts. 

t Hubbard, 256, adds, ^^ which at that time consisted but of two, besides 
himself/^ In this I doubt the historian of Ipswich is mistaken, and that Vane 
consulted with the body of assistants, not merely the standing council for 
life, who were part of the councU of assistants. When the house of depu- 
ties anembled, as in the next sentence is told, ^* ihote of the council*^ must 
mean the men to whom the goremom ifnparted his letters; and no sug- 
gestion can be perceived, that it was two, instead of ten or more, who had 
thus been honoured. 
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professed, that the reasons concerning his own estate were 
sufficient to his own satisfaction for his departure, and therefore 
desired the court he might have leave to go ; as for the other 
passage, it slipped Jnim out of his passion, and not out of judg- 
ment* Upon this the court consented, silently, to his depar- 
ture. Then the question was about supply of his place. 
Some were of opinion, that it should be executed by the 
deputy ; but this scruple being cast in, that if the deputy should 
die, tnen the government would be vacant, and none have 
power to call any court, or to preside therein, &c. it was 
agreed to call a court of elections for a new governour ^nd 
deputy, in case the present deputy should be chose governour ; 
and an order was made, (in regard of the season,) that such a» 
would might send their votes by proxy, in papers sealed up 
and delivered to the deputies. And so this court was ad- 
journed four days, and two days after the court of elections 
was to assemble. These things thus passed, divers of the 
congregation of Boston met together, and agreed that they did 
not apprehend the necessity of the governour's departure up- 
on the reasons alleged, and sent some of them to declare the 
same to the court; whereupon the governour expressed himself 
to be an obedient child to the church, and therefore, notwith- 
standing the license of the court, yet, without the. leave of the 
church, he durst not go away. 

Whereupon a great part of the court and country, who un^ 
derstood hereof, declared their purpose to continue him still m 
his place, and therefore, so soon as the day of election came, 
and the country were assembled, it was thought the best way 
for avoiding trouble, &c. not to proceed to election, but to ad- 
jourp the court to the great general court in May. And so the 
court of deputies, &c. continued still, (for the other court was 
not called.) 

At this court the elders of the churches were called, to ad- 
vise with them about ||discovermg|| and pacifying the differ* 
ences among the churches in point of opinion.^ The governour 
having declared the occasion to them, Mr. Dudley desired, 
that men would be free and open, &c. Another of the magis- 
trates spake, that it would much further the end th^ came for, 
if men would freely declare what they held different from 
others, as himself would freely do, in what point soever he 

IfdiflcoiitiDumgll 



1 Notice of thiB consultation is not contained in the pnblick records, and 
the commnnity would, probably, haye been more qnlet, had the court done 
no more than their secretary has preserved. 
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should be opposed. The governour said, that he would be 
content to do the like, but that he understood the ministers 
were about it in a church way, &;c. which he spake upon this 
occasion : the ministers had met, a little before, and had drawn 
into heads all the points, wherein they suspected Mr. Cotton 
did differ from them, and had propounded them to him, and 
pressed him to a direct answer, affirmative or negative, to every 
one ; which he had promised, and taken time for. This meet- 
ing being spoke of in the court the day before, the sovernour 
took great offence at it, as being without his privity, &c. which 
this day Mr. Peter told him as ||plainly|| of, (with all due reve- 
rence,) ^nd how it had sadded the ministers^ spirits, that he 
should be jealous of their meetings, or seem to restrain their 
liberty, &c. The governour excused his speech, as sudden 
and upon a mistake. Mr. Peter told him also, that '^'before he 
came ,* within less than two years since, the churches were in 
peace, &c. The governour answered, that the |plight|| of the 
gospel brings a sword, and the children of the bondwoman 
would persecute those of the freewoman. Mr. Peter also 
besought him humbly to consider his l|^.outh,|| and short expe- 
rience in the things of God, and to beware of peremptory con* 
elusions, which he perceived him to be very apt unto. He 
declared further, that he had observed, both in the Low Coun- 
tries and here, three principal causes of new opinions and di- 
visions thereupon : 1. Pride, new notions lift up the mind, &c* 
2. Idleness. 3. [blank.] 

Mr. Wilson made a very sad speech^ of the condition of our 
churches, and the ||^inevitable|| danger of separation, if these w 
differences and alienations among brethren were not speedily ^ 
remedied ; and laid the blame upon these new opinions ris^n 
up amongst us, which all the magistrates, except the governour 
and two others, did confirm, and all the ministers but two. 

In this discourse ||^one question|| arose about sanctification. 
Mr. Cotton, in his sermon that day, had laid down this ground, 
that evident sanctification was an evidence of justification, and 
thereupon had taught, that in cases of ||^spiritual|| desertion, true 
desires of sanctification was found to be sanctification ; and 
. further, if a man were laid so flat upon the ground, as he could 
see no desires, &c. but only, as a bruised reed, did wait at the 
feet of Christ, yet here was matter of comfort for this, as 
found to be true. 

gprotimelyll ||31iberty|| H^bastyU |HinToidable|| |ptwo qucstions|| , 

||68pecial|| 

1 His speech was approved by the court, as from the record, of only two 
lines, about the whole controversy, at the next session, appears. 

27 VOL. I. 
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The question here grew, whether any of these, or evident 
sanctification, could be evidence to a man without a concurrent 
sight of his justification. The govemour and Mr. Cotton de- 
nied it. 

The speech of Mr. Wilson was taken very ill by Mr. Cot- 
ton and others of the same church, so as he. and divers of fhem 
went to admonish hira. But Mr. Wilson and some others could 
see no breach of rule, seeing he was called by the court 
about the same matter with tne rest of the elders, and !|ex- 
hortedjl to deliver their minds freely and faithfully, both' for 
discovering the danger, and the means to help ; and the things 
he spake of were only in general, and such as were under a 
common ||%me.|| And bein^ questioned about his intent, he 
professed he did not mean Boston church, nor the members 
thereof, more than others. But this would not satisfy, but they 
called him to answer publickly, 31 ; and there the governour 
pressed it violently against him, and all the congregation, except 
the deputy and one or two more, and many of them with 
much bitterness and reproaches ; but he answered them all 
with words of truth and soberness, and wuh marvellous wis- 
dom. It was strange to see, how-the common people were led, 
by example, to condemn him in that, which (it was very pro- 
bable) divers of them did not understand,^ nor the rule which 
he was supposed to have broken ; and that such as had known 
him so long, and what good he had done for that church, 
should fall upon him with such bitterness for justifying himself 
||expected|| ||9form|| 

1 That the subject wafe not well andentood, ma^ be, in our days, thought 
the very occasion of the bitterness, as in theological controversies is often 
experienced. Charity should be expected rather from those, who well com- 
prehend any matter of doubt in the faith of the church ; for only they know 
the reasons for both sides, and the difficulty of forming a judgment. Winthrop 
and Cotton, on opposite sides, were moderate. Wilson^s exculpation of 
himself, in the text, that he did not mean the members of his own church, 
more than others, appears something like equivocation ; for that church 
was the only one in the colony, wherein any considerable part of the 
worshippers held these deadly, unintelligible opinions. Some palliation for 
his timidity is easily found in the unhappy circumstance of all but two or 
three of the congregation being vexed at nis speech, and ready to proceed 
hastily to censure him for it. The difference, it will be seen, in several 
passages of this History, was very slight between the orthodox and l^retical 
doctrine, even when men^s wits were sharpened to discover that difference ; 
and the indistinct shadows of meaning have, in our time, almost wholly van- 
ished. Perhaps the language of neither would now be employed in dennitioQ 
of the nature or extent of divine influences on the human soul. By then 
imputing to Cotton what he did not teach, — though his gifted hearers. Vane 
and Mrs. Hutchinson^, might so understand him, — opportunity was afforded, 
however, for a synod, to perform the important service of settling, as tbej 
supposed, the faith of future generations. 
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in a good cause ; for he was a very holy, upright man, and for 
faith and love inferiour to none in the country, and most 
dear to all men. The teacher joined with the church in their 
judgment of him, (not without some appearance of prejudice,) 
yet with much wisdom and moderation. They were eager to . 
proceed to present censure, but the teacher staid them from 
that, telling them he might not do it, because some opposed it, 
but gave him a grave exhortation. The next day Mr. Wilson 
preached, notwithstanding, and the Lord so assisted him, as 

!;ave great satisfaction, and the governour himself gave pub* 
ick witness to him. 

One of the brethren^ wrote to Mr. Cotton about it, and laid 
before him divers failings, (as he supposed,) and some reasons 
to justify Mr. Wilson, and dealt very plainly with him. Mr. 
Cotton made a very |)loving|| and gentle answer, clearing his in- 
tentions, and persisting in his judgment of Mr. Wilson's of- 
fence, laying down divers arguments for it. The said brother 
replied to him in like loving manner, and desired leave to show 
his letter to Mr. Wilson, which he readily assented unto. But 
for answer to his arguments, he forbore to reply* to Mr. Cotton, 
(because he was overburdened with business,) but wrote to the 
two ruline elders, (whom the matter most concerned,) and, by 
way of defence of Mr. Wilson, answered all Mr. Cotton's 
arguments. 

Upon these publick occasions, other opinions brake out 
publickly in the church of Boston, — as that the Holy Ghost > 
dwelt in a believer as he is in heaven ; that a man is justified be- ^ 
fore he believes ; and^that faith is no cause of justification. And 
others spread more secretly, — as that the letter of the scripture 
holds forth nothing but a covenant of works ; and that the 
covenant of grace was the spirit of the scripture, which was^ 
known only to believers ; and that this covenant of works was 
given by Moses in the listen commandments ;|| that there was a 
seed (viz, Abraham's carnal seed) went along in this, and there 
was a spirit and life in it, by virtue whereof a man might attain to 
any sanctification in gifts and graces, and might have |pspiritual|| 
and ||^con(tnua/|| communioir with Jesus Christ, and yet be 
damned. After, it was granted, that faith was before justifica- 
tion, but it was only passive, an empty vessel, &c. ; but in 
conclusion, the ground of all was found to be assurance by im- 
mediate revelation. 

||long|| ||Stenth commandmentH ||38pecial|| ||4blank!| 

1 Winthrop, by thli periphrase, beyond any doubt, mcaofl himself. 
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All the congregation of Boston, except four or five, closed 
\vith these opinions, or the most of them ; but one of the breth- 
ren wrote against them, and bore witness to the truth, together 
with the pastor, and very few others joined with them. 

About this time the rest of the ministers, taking offence at 
some doctrines delivered by Mr. Cotton, and especially at 
some opinions, which some of his church did broach, and for 
he seemed to have too good an opinion of, and too much fa- 
miliarity with those persons, drew out sixteen points, and rave 
them to him, entreating htm to deliver his judgment directly in 
them, which accordingly Jie did, and many copies thereof were 
dis|!)er8ed about. Some doubts he well cleared, but in some 
thin^ he gave not satisfaction. The rest of the ministers re- 
plied to these answers, and at large showed their dissent, and 
the grounds thereof; and, at the next general court, held 9th of 
the 1st, they all assembled at Boston, and agreed to put off all 
l^tures for three weeks, ttmt they might bring things to ||some|| 
issue. 

One Mr. Glover of Dorchester, having laid sixty pounds of 
gunpowder in bags to dry in the end of his chimney, it took fire, 
and some went up the chimney ; other of it filled the room 
and passed out at a door into another room, and blew up a 
gable end. A maid, which was in the room, having her arms and 
neck naked, was scorched, and died soon after. A little child, 
in the arms of another, was scorched upon the face, but not 
killed. Two men were scorched, but not much. Divers pieces, 
which lay charged in several places, took fire and went off^ 
but did no harm. The room was so dark with smoke, as 
, those in the house could neither find door nor window, and 
when neighbours came in, none could see each other a good 
time for smoke. The house was thatched, jel took not fire ; 
yet when the smoke was gone, many things were found burnt. 
Another great providence was, that three little children, being 
at the fire a little before, they went out to play, (though it were 
a very cold day,) and so were preserved. 

12 mo. 22.] The lieutenant |pofl| Say brook, at the mouth of 
Connecticut, going out with nine men, armed with swords and 
pieces, ihey started three Indians, whom they pursued till they 
were brought into an ambush of fifty, who came upon them, and 
slew four of their men, and had thejr not drawn their swords 
and retired, they had been all slam. The Indians were so 
hardy, as they came close up to them, notwithstanding their 
pieces.* 

Ilanll IMI 

1 Trumbull, I. 76, says it was in March. 
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(11.) 10.] Capt. Turner's house in Sagus took fire by an 
oven about midnight, and was burnt down, with all that was in 
it, save the persons. About fourteen days since, a «hip called 
the George of Bristol, laden with cattle and passengers, (having 
been some time at the Western Islands,) and having spent her 
mainmast about Cape Cod, and after come near Brewster's 
Islands^ was, by N. W. winds, forced to put into Plimouth. 

20.] A general fast was kept in .all the churches. The 
occasion was, the miserable estate of the churches in Ger- 
many ; the calamities upon our native country, the bishops 
making havock in the churches, putting down the faithful 
ministers^ and advancing popish ceremonies and doctrines, the 
plague raging exceedingly, and famine and sword threatening 
them ; the dangers of those at Connecticut, and of ourselves 
also, by the Indians ; and the dissensions in our churches. . 

The differences in the said points of religion increased more 
and more, and the ministers of both sides (there being only Mr. 
Cotton of one party) did publickly declare their judgments in 
some of them, so as all men's mouths were full of them. And 
there being, 12 mo. 3, a ship ready to go for England, and many 
passengers in it, Mr. Cotton took occasion to speak to them 
about the differences, &c. and willed them to tell our country- 
men, that all the strife amongst us was about magnifying the 
grace of God ; one party seeking to advance the grace of God 
within us, and the other to advance the grace of God towards 
us, (meaning by the one justification, and oy the other sanctifi* X 
cation ;) and so bade them tell them, that, if there were any \f 
among them that would strive for grace, they should come 
hither ; and so declared some particulars. Mr. Wilson spake 
after him, and declared, that he knew none of the elders or 
brethren of the churches, but did labour to advance the free 
grace of God in justification, so far as the word of God requir- 
ed ; and spake .also about the doctrine of sanctification, and the 
use and necessity, &c. of it ; by occasion whereof no man 
could tell (except some few, who knew the bottom of the mat- 
ter) where any aifference was: which speech, though it offend- 
ed those of Mr..Cotton's party, yet it was very seasonable to 
clear the rest, who otherwise should have been reputed to 
have opposed free grace, ^hus every occasion increased the 
contention, and caused great alienation of minds; and the 
members of Boston (frequenting the lectures of other minis- 
ters) did make much disturbance by publick questions, and ob- 
jections to their doctrines, which did any way disagree from 
their opinions \ and it began to be as common here to distin- 
guish between men, by being under a covenant of grace or a 
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covenant of works, as in other countries between Protestants 
and Papists. 

February 6.] A man of Weymouth (but not of the church) 
fell into some trouble of mind, and in the night cried out, ^ Art 
thou come, Lord Jesus T and with that leaped out of his bed 
in his shirt, and, breaking from his wife, leaped out at a high 
window into the snow, and ran about seven miles off, and 
being traced in the snow, was found dead next morning. 
They might perceive, that^he had kneeled down to prayer 
in divers places. 

(I.) 9.] The general court began. When any matter about 
these new opirijons was mentioned, the court was divided ; 
yet the greater number far were sound. They questioned 
the proceeding against Mr. Wilson, for his speech in the last 
court, but could not fasten upon such as haa prejudiced hio^ 
.&c. ; but, by the vote of the greater party, his speech was 
approved, and declared to have been a seasonable advice, and 
no charge or accusation. 

The ministers, beine called to give advice about the authori- 
ty of the court in things' concerning the churches, &c. did 
all agree of these two things: 1. That no member of the 
court ought to be publickly questioned by a church for any 
speech in the court, without the license of the court* The 
reason was, because the court may have sufficient reason that 
may excuse the sin, which yet may not be fit to acquaint 
the church with, being a secret of state. The second thing 
was, that, in all such heresies or errours of any church members 
as are manifest and dangerous to the state, the court may 
proceed without tarrying for the church ; but if the opinions 
be doubtful, &c. they are first Co refer them to the church, &c. 

At this court, when Mr. Wheelwright was to be question- 
ed for a sei^mon, which seemed to tend to sedition, &c. near 
all the church of Boston presented a petition to the court for 
two things : 1. That as freemen they might be present in cases 
of judicature. S. That the court would declare, if they might 
deal in cases of conscience before the church, &c. This 
was taken as a groundless and presumptuous act, especially at 
this season, and was rejected with this answer : That the 
court had never used to proceed §judicially,§ but it was open- 
ly ; but for matter of consultation and preparation in causes, 
they might and would be private. 

One Stephen ||Green8mith,||^ for saying that all the ministers, 

||Green|| 

1 Greentmith was a person of some consequence, as we should infer 
from the names of his sureties, which may be seen in Addenda. 
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except ^A. B. C, did teach a covenant of works, was censured 
to acknowledge his fault in every church, and fined £40. 

Mr. Wheelwright, one of the members of Boston, preach- 
ing at the last fast, inveighed against all that walked in a 
covenant of works, as he described it *to be,* viz. such as 
maintain sanctification as an evidence of justification, &c.^ and 
> called them antichrists, and stirred up the people against them 
with much bitterness and vehemency. For this he was called 
||into|| the court, and his sermon being produced, he justified it, 
and confessed he did mean all that walk in such a wav. 
Whereupon the elders of the rest of the churches were call- 
ed, and asked whether thev, in their ministry, did walk in 
such a way. They all acknowledged they did. So, after 
much debate, the court adjudged him guilty of sedition, and 
also of contempt, for that the court had appointed the fast a^ a 
means of reconciliation of the difierences, &c. and he pur- 
posely set himself to kindle and increase them.^ The gover- 

||before|| 

1 From the Records of the general court, I find the names to be. Cotton, 
Wheelwright, " and, as he thought, Mr. Hooker." His sentence required 
also sureties in j&lOO. Of the payment of the fine notice will appear in 
Addenda. 

S This explanation is in the margin. 

3 In the archives of the Historical Society, I discovered, some years since, 
the larger part, being the last thirty- tliree page?, of this infiammatory dis- 
conrse, which has never been printed, and probably not read more than once 
or twice for a hundred and sixty years. Having no acquaintance with the 
band-writing of Wheelwright, though it is an ancient MS., T am not able to 
ascertain, whether it be copy or original ; yet it is probably original, for some 
comparatively modem preserver has written on a blank leaf, that it ^^ was 
left m the hands of Mr. John Coggeshall, who was a deacon of the chorch in 
Boston.'*^ The character of the sermon is, however, of more importance ; 
and 1 unhesitatingly say, that it was not such as can justify the court in their 
sentence for tedition and contempty nor prevent the present age from regard- 
ing that proceeding as an example and a warning of the usual tyranny of ec- 
clesiastical factions. The author^s conduct is by himself judged with snffi* 
cient severity in two letters, which will appear in this History sub an. 1644. 
Similar, and often much heavier artillery of reproach, is too often employed 
in that fortress, within which the brave defenders fear no answer of an adver- 
sanr>t fire. 

The followers of Cotton, supporters of Wheelwright, and admirers of Mrs. 
Hotchinson, have been usually stigmatifed as antinomians ; and I am well 
satisfied, that the tendency of their doctrines was, by unscriptural represen- 
tations of grace, to disparage the value of good works. But by many the 
same opinion is entertained of the tendency in teaching of the great body of 
their antagonists. We should never impute conclusions from the premises 
of one party, drawn by the adversary. With all his ardour against the er- 
roors Of that time,' Winthrop, who well understood them, has not used this 
term of reproach, though Welde and other inquisitors have trusted much to 
the inilfience of an odious name. It is the most common artifice of the 
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nour )and some few more (who dissented) tendered a protests-* 
lion, which, because it wholly justified Mr. |[W heelwright,|p 
and condemned the proceedings of the court, was rejected. 
The church of Boston also tendered a petition in his behalf, 
justifying Mr. Wheelwright's sermon. The court deferred 
sentence till the next court, and advised with the ministers, &c. 
whether they might enjoin his |psilence,|| &c. They answered, 
that they were not clear in that point, but desired rather, that 
he might be commended to the church of Boston to take care 
of him, &c. which accordingly was done, and he enjoined to 
appear at the next court. Much heat of contention was this 
court between the opposite parties ; so as it was moved, that the 
next court might be kept at Newtown. The governour refused 

||Wi]ton|| ipsentencejl 

*^ exquisite rancour of theolog^ical hatred.*^ Though we may presume it was 
•given, the deluded did not adopt the denomination. I shall not be blamed 
for an extract from this sermon, which Hutchinson, I. 59, I fear, without 
having read it, characterizes as ^^ carrying antinoraianism to the heigh t.^^ It 
contains this exhortation : ^^ Thirdly, let us have a care, that we do show 
ourselves holy in all manner of good conversation, both in private and pub^ 
lick ; and, in all our carriages and conversations, let us have a care to en- 
deavour to be holy as the Lord is ; let us not give occasion to those that are 
coming on, or manifesUy opposite to the ways of grace, to suspect the way of 
grace ; let us carry ourselves, that they may be ashamed to blame us ; let us 
deal uprightly with those with whom we have occasion to deal, and have a 
oare to guide our families and to perform duties that belong to us ; and let us 
have a care that we give not occasion to others to say, we are libertines or 
antinomians.^' 

A perfect copy of this sermon, from the state house, with a great body of 
other old papen, supposed formerly to have belonged to Gov. Hutchinson, 
has been p^resented lateljr to the Historical Society ; and from this I find no 
reason to alter the foregoing opinion. The text was, for the views of his par- 
ty, admirably chosen from Matt. ix. 15. 

Mather, book VII. chap. iii. sect. 3, says, of Wheelwright, ^^ he published 
a vindication of himself against the wrongs, that bv Mr. Welde and by Mr. 
Rutherford had been done unto him.*^ The probable loss of this tract in- 
duces me to enlarge my quotation from the Magnalia : ^^ In this vindication, 
he not only produces a speech of Mr. Cotton, / do conceive and pro/eiSj 
that our blither fFheehprighPe doctrine is according to God in the poinU 
controverted ; but also a declaration from the whole general court of the 
colony, signed by the secretary, August 24, 1654, upon the petition of Mr. 
lYheelwright^s church at Hampton, in which declaration they profess, that, 
bearing that Mr. Wheelwright is, by Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Welde, rendered, 
in some books printed by them, as heretical and criminous, they now signify, 
that Mr. Wheelwright hath, for these many years, approved himself a sound, 
orthodox and profitable minister of the gospel, among these churches of 
Christ." 

1 By following the absurd reading of the first edition, substituting the 
chief of one party for the head of the other, Emerson, History of First 
Church, 38, has puzzled hii readers in a mase, from which they may now 
easily be extricated. 
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to put it to the vote ; the deputy was loath to do it, except the 
court would require him, because he dwelt in Boston, &;c. So 
the court put it to Mr* Eodecott. 

21.] Mtantunnomoh, &c» sent twenty-six, with forty fathom 
of wampom and a Pequod^s hand. We gave four of the chief 
||each|| a coat of |pfourteen|| shillings price, and deferred to r&* 
tarn our present till after, according to their manner. 
\^^ Mo. 2. 1.] Those of Connecticut returned answer to our 
publick letters, wherein they showed themselves unsatisfied 
about our former expedition against the Pequods, and their ex* 
pectation of a further prosecution of the war, to which they 
offer to send men, and signify their unpreparedness to declare 
themselves in the matter of government, in regard of their en* 
gagement to attend the answer of the gentlemen of Saybrook 
about the same matter. 

10.] Capt. Underbill was sent to Saybrook, with twenty 
men, to keep the fort, both in respect of the Indians, and'es* 
peciallv of tne Dutch, who, by their speeches and supplies out 
of Holland, gave |pcause|| of suspicion, that they had some do* 
sign upon it. The men were sent at the charge of the gentle- 
men of Saybrook, and lent by order of the council here, for 
fear any advantage should hie taken by the adverse party, 
through the weakness of the place. 

6.] The church of Concord kept a day of humiliation at 
Newtown, for ordination of their elders, and they chose Mr. 
Bucklv teacher, ahd Mr. Jones pastor. Upon a question 
moved by one sent from the church of Salem, it was resolved 
by the ministers there present, that such as had been ministers 
in England were lawful ministers by the call of the people 
there, notwithstanding their acceptance of the call of the 
bishops, &c. (for which they humbled themselves, acknowledg- 
ing it their sin,^ &c.) but being come hither, tnev accounted 
themselves no ministers, until they were called ||no|| another 
church, and that, upon electionj^ they were ministers before 
they were solemnly ordained. 

The governour, and Mr. Cotton, and Mr. Wheelwright, and 
the two ruling elders of Boston, and the rest of that church, 

||sacheiii8|| ||3iiineteen|| ||3occa8ioii|| 11^^X11 

1 Ordination by a bishop in England must have been thonght valid, for 
bj that rite it was, that all the other ministers asserted their claims to office, 
as we may see at the election, in August, 1630, of Wilson to the First Church 
of Boston. The people also equally respected it. But how it should be a sin, 
yet a valid entrance or admission to the Christian ministry, can be explained 
only by snch timid casuists as humbled themselves for their act in submitting 
to it. 
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which W€fe of any note, did none of them come to this meetings 
The reason was conceived to be, because ihejr accounted these 
as legal preachers, and therefore would not give.approbation to 
their oraination. 

3. 2.] Mr. Haynes, one of our magistrates, removed with 
his family to Connecticut. 

12.] We received a letter from him and others, being then 
at Saybrook, that the Pekods had been up the river at Weath- 
ersfield, and had killed six men, being at their work, and twenty 
cows and a mare, and had killed three women, and carried 
a way two maids. 

IVlr. Winslow was sent from the governour and council of 
Pliraouth to treat with us about joining against the Pequods. 
He declared first their willingness to aid us; but that they 
could not do any thing till their general court, which was not 
till the first Tuesday in the 4th month. Then he made some 
objections : as, 1. Our refusal to aid them against the French. 
2. Our people's trading at Kenebeck. 3. The injury offered 
them at Connecticut by those of Windsor, in taking away their 
land there. 4. Their own poverty, and our ability, which 
needed not any help from them. 

To this answer was made by our governour and deputy : 
that, 1. We did not desire them to afford aid unto us, but to join 
against the common enemy, who, if he were not subdued, 
would prove as dangerous to them as to us, and, he prevailing, 
would cause all the Indians in the country to join to root out 
all the English. 2. For our refusal to aid them against the 
French, the case was not alike, for it was their private quarrel, 
and they were supposed to have commission from the king of 
France, and we thought it no wisdom for us to engage ourselves 
in a war with the king of France ; §yet we acknowledged some 
failing in il.§^ For our people's trading at Kenebeck, we an- 
swered, that we gave no allowance to it, nor had we heard of 
more than a boat or two that had been there. For the injury 
done them at Connecticut, we had dealt with them to give 
satisfaction, but it was not in our power to do them justice in it. 
||He|| alleged also, that this war aid not concern them, seeing 
the Pequods had not killed any of theirs. We answered, that 
Capt. Stone, &c. for whom this war was begun, were none of 
ours neither. ||^Hel| alleged further, that, in our first under- 
taking, they were not acquainted with it till two or three days 

IjThejrll ||9They|l 



1 This clause is brought from the margin. 
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4>efore our forces were to go forth. ♦ We answered, we intend- 
ed at the first to send only to Block Island, and for that we 
thought it not needful to trouble them, and our sending them 
thence to the Pequods was with hope to draw them to parley, 
and so to some quiet end. We concluded to write further to 
them from our next court. And whereas they propounded to 
have us promise to aid them in all their occasions, &c. we an* 
swered, that, seeing, when we now treated with them about 
joining with us, they were at liberty and n\jght withhold, except 
they saw reason to move them ; so we desired to be left free, 
that we might judge of the reason of any such occasion as 
might fall out. According hereunto we writ to them the 20th 
of the 3d month, and gave them some considerations, why they 
should join with us: as, 1. because, if wc should be overcome, 
It would cost them more to help us, and be less acceptable ; 
2« if we should prevail without them, it would occasion ill 
thoughts in our people towards theirs, &c. So we left it to 
them. 

17.] Our court of elections was at Newtown. So soon as 
the court was set, being about one of the clock, a petition was 
preferred by those of Boston. The governour would have 
read it : but the deputy said it was out of order ; it was a court 
||for|| elections, and those must first be despatched, and then 
their petitions should be heard. Divers others also opposed 
that course as an ill precedent. Sic. ; and the petition, being 
about pretence of liberty, &c, (though intended chiefly for re- 
voking the sentence given against Mr. Wheelwright,) would 
have spent all the day in debate, &c. ; but yet the governour 
and those of that party would not proceed to election, except 
the petition were read. Much time was already spent about 
this debate, and the people crying out for election, it was 
moved by the deputy, that the people should divide themselves, 
and the greater number must carry it. And so it was done, and 
the greater number by |pmany|| were for election. But the go- 
vernour and that side kept their place still, and would not pro- 
ceed. Whereupon the deputy told him, that, if he would not go 
to election, he and the rest of that side would proceed. Upon 
that, he came from his company, and they went to election ;^ 
and Mr. Winthrop was chosen governour, Mr. Dudley deputy, 
and Mr. Endecott of the standing council f and Mr. Israel 
[lofjl Ipumchll 

1 A pleasant story of the exertion of Wilson to secure this election is told 
bj Hutchinson, I. 62. 

9 He held this place, without re-*el6ctiou, till the change of the constitutiou 
in 1639. 
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Stoughton and Mr, Richard Saltonstall were called in to be 
assistants ; and Mr. Vane, Mr. Coddihgton, and Mr. Dummer, 
(being all of ||that|| faction,) were left quite out. 

There was great danger of a tumult that day; for those of 
that side grew into fierce speeches, and sorae laid hands on 
others ; but seeing themselves too weak, they grew quiet. They 
expected a great advantage that day, because the remote 
towns were allowed to come in by proxy ;* but it fell out, that 
there were enough beside. But if it had been otherwise, they 
must have put in their deputies, as other towns had done, for 
all matters beside elections. Boston, having deferred to choose 
deputies till the election was passed, went home that night, and 
the next morning they sent Mr. Vane, the late governour, and 
Mr. Coddington, and Mr. Hoffe, for their deputies ; but the 
court, being grieved at it, found a means to send them home 
again, for that two of the freemen of Boston had not notice of 
the election. So they went all home, and the next morning 
thev returned the same gentlemen again upon a new choice ; 
and the court not finding how they might reject them, they 
were admitted. 

Upon the election of the new governour, the Serjeants, who 
had attended the old governour to the court, (being all Boston 
men, where the new governour also dwelt,) laid down their 
halberds and went home; and whereas they had been wont to 
attend the former governour to and from the meetings on the 
Lord's days, they gave over now, so as the new governour was 
fain to use his own servants to carry two halberds before him j 
whereas the former governour had never less than four.* 

||the|| 

1 The admission of proxies was justified bj experience at the election of 
I ^^ the former jear, and at the genera) court in December preceding this course 
was adopted, as by the record appears : ^^ This court, taking into serious con- 
sideration the g^at danger and damage that may accrue to the state by alt 
the freemen^s leaving their plantations to come to the place of elections, 
haTe therefore ordered it, that it shall be free and lawful for all freemen to 
send their votes for elections by proxy, the next general court in May, and 
so for hereafter, which shall be done in this manner : the deputies, which 
shall be chosen, shall cause the freemen of their towns to be assembled, and 
then to take such freemen^s votes as please to send by proxy for every magis^ 
trate, and seal them up severally, subscribing the magistrate's nam^ on the 
back side, and so to bring them to the court sealed, with an open roU of the 
names of the freemen that so send by proxy/^ 

3 Many writers, looking only to the tone of this paragraph in our author, 
have considered, that the officers showed a special discourtesy to bim. A 
strict examination of the complaint, perhaps, may show that it was not very 
well founded, and, certainly, exempt these seijeants from the obloquy. The 
Colony Records, I. 145, instruct us, ^hat, at the general court in March, 
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Divers writings were now published about these differences. 
Among the rest, the magistrates ||set|| forth an apoloey to jus* 
tify the sentence of the court against Mr. Wheelwrigot, which 
the adverse party had much opposed and spoken evil of, 
and did also set forth a remonstrance to that end, in which 
they did not deal fairly ; for, in abbreviating Mr. Wheelwright 
his sermon, the^ clear altered both the words and meaning of 
such passages \n it, whereat the offence was taken, and which 
were the ground of the court's sentence. 

Mr. Wheelwright also himself set forth a small ||^ractate|| 
about the principal doctrine of his sermon, viz. about the cove- 
nant of grace, which was also differing from his sermon. 

The other ministers also set out an answer to his sermon, 
confuting the same by many strong arguments. 

Mr. Cotton also replied to their answer very largely, and 
stated the differences in a very narrow scantling; and Mr. 
Shepherd, preaching at the day of election, brought them yet 
nearer, so as, except men of good understanding, and such as 
knew the bottom of the tencnts of those of the other party, few 
could see where the difference was ; and indeed it seemed so 
small, as (if men's affections had not been formerly alienated, 
when the differences were formerly slated as fundamental) 
they might easily have come to reconciliation. For in these 
particulars they agreed: 1. that justification and sanctifica-* 
tion were both together in time ; 2. that a man must know 
himself to be justified, before he can know himself to be sanc- 
tified ; 3. that the spirit never witnesseth justification without 
a Ipwordll and a work. 

The difference was, whether the first assurance be by an 
absolute promise always, and not by a conditional also, and 
whether a man could nave any true assurance, without sight 

||flent|| iptreatisell |]3fironderI| 



1635, it wai ordered, ^^ that at every general court there shall be six men ap- 
pointed bj the gOTemonr for the time being, out of the town where he lives, 
to attend with halberds and swords upon the person of the governour, and the 
rest of the members of the court, during the space of the first day of every 
general court ; and that there shall be two men appointed by the governour 
to attend in like manner at every particular conrt at the publick charges.^* 
When Havnes was afterwards chosen, the officers for this service, appointed 
by him, of course belonged to Newtown ; when Vane succeeded, he was re- 
quired to appoint men of Boston ; and at this election, after Winthrop was 
sworn in, he might have appointed the same or others of the same town. 
But those, whose office ceased with the authority of Vane, are not, it seems 
to me, to be blamed for declining, without commission anew, to wait on hit 
successor. 
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of some such work in his seal as no hypocrite could attain 
unto.^ 

At the court Mr. Wheelwright, according as he was enjoin- 
ed, did appear ; but, because a general day of humiliation was 
appointed, and it was agreed, that all the churches should 
cnoose certain men to meet and confer about the differences, 
the court gave him respite to the next session, (which was ap- 
pointed the first Tuesday in August,) to bethink himself, that, 
retracting and reforming his errour, &c. the court might show 
him favour, which otherwise he must not expect. His answer 
was, ^hat if he had committed sedition, then he ought to be put 
to death ; and if we did mean to proceed against him, he meant 
to appeal to the king^s court; for he could retract nothine* 
The court told him, that they were clear in the iustice of theur 
proceeding, and should judge of his offence as they had done, 
if it were to do again; but if, upon the conference among the 
churches, the Lord should discover any further light to them 
than as yet they had seen, they should gladly embrace it. 

The intent of the court in deferring the sentence was, that, 
being thus provoked by their tumultuous course, and divers 
insolent speeches, which some of that party had uttered in the 
court, and having now power enough to have crushed them, 
their moderation and desire of reconciliation might appear 
to all. 

Having received intelligence from Miantunnomoh, that the 
Pcquods had sent their women and children to an island for 
their safety, we presently sent away forty men by land to the 
Karigansetts, and there to take in Miantunnomoh, (and he 
offered to send sixteen men with ||ours,||) and so, in the night, 
to set upon them. 

We also provided to send one hundred and sixty^ more 



1 Upon sacb a harmony of the "creeds, withoat want of reverence for the 
wisdom and sinceritj of our ancestors, we maj well refer to the lan^age 
of Solomon, Prov. i. 6, — " the words of the wise and their dark sayinj^s.^' 
The simplicity of the gospel seems utterly obscured by this controversy 
about the priority of sanctification or justification, which may be thought 
profound, or only absurd, according to the reader^s education and abUity to 
*' darken counsel by words without knowledge.*' 

9 Of this number, the proportion to be raised by the several towns was as 
follows: Boston, 26; Salem, 18; Ipswich, 17; ^gus, 16; Watertown, 
14; Dorchester, 13; Charlestown, 12; Roxbury, 10; Newtown, 9; 
Newbury, 8 ; Hingham, 6 ; Weymouth, 6 ; Medford, 3 ; Marblehead, 3. 
The note in Hutchinson, on I. 76, is vrrong by one figiire. It will 
be seen, in a comparison of the several notes on this subject, that the 
relative population and wealth of our settlements frequenUy changed* 
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after them to prosecnte the war ; and Mr. Stoughton, one of 
the magistrates, was sent with them, and Mr. Wilson, the pastor 
of BoSon. These two were chosen thus in the open court : 
Three magistrates were set apart, and one was designed by a 
lot ; also the elders set apart two ; and a lot was cast between 
them in a solemn publick invocation of the name of God. 

*22,] Miantunnomoh sent us word, that Capt. Mason, with a 
company of the English upon the river, had surprised and slain 
eight Pequods, and taken seven squaws, and with some of them 
had redeemed the two English maids.* 

24.1 By letters from Mr. Williams we were certified, 
(whicn the next day was confirmed by some who came from 
Saybrook,) Ihat Capt. Mason^ was come to Saybrook with 
eighty English and one hundred Indians ; and that the Indians 
had gone out there, and met with seven Pequods ; five they 
killed ; one they took alive, whom the English put to torture ; 
and set all their heads upon the fort. The reason was, be- 
cause they had tortured such of our men as they took alive.* 

The Dutch governour sent a sloop to Pequod to redeem 
the two English maids by what means soever, though it were 
with breach of their peace with the Pequods.^ The sloop of- 

At the general court, in August following, a rate of jS400 was thus as* 
•essed: Boston, J^9.4; Salem, £45.12; Dorchester, £42.6 ; Charlestown, 
J&42.6; Ipswich, £34.13; Watertown, £30.8 ; Roxbury, £30.8 ; Newtown, 
£29.12; Sagus, £28.16; Medford, £24.12; Newbui^, £16.18 ; Bingham, 
£8.10 ; Weymouth, £6.16. Property and numbers, in a very short period, 
appear to have been quite unequally distributed between Medford and Mar- 
blehead. 

1 An ample account of Mason is given by Allen, and it seems strange, 
that Eliot omitted so distinguished a name. That he arrived in 1630, with 
the first settlers of Dorchester, as Allen asserts, from Trumbull, I. 322, may 
be an errour, as his name is not found before December, 1632, when he went 
in the expedition after the pirate Bull, of which notice in this volume, 
96, 97, may be compared with 2 Hist. Coll. VHI. 232. I premme he came 
in that year, and know^ that he was admitted a freeman 4 March, 1634—5. , 
Prefixed to bis own History of the Pequot War, in which he deserves the prin- 
cipal honour, reprinted 2 Hist. Coll. VIII. 120—153, is a life by the dDigent 
hand of Prince, who would not assign an earlier arrival. His son, John, a 
captain, was wounded, 19 December, 1675, in the great battle with the Nar- 
ragansetts, and died in September following. Descendants of this energetick 
warriour are found in New England, of whom one is the present Jeremiah 
Mason of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Abundant correspondence with 
J. Winthrop of Connecticut is preserved. 

s It was, probably, a mistaken policy, however justifiable the practice of 
retaliation may be with nations of nearer similarity of manners. Savages are 
hardly tamed by kindness; never by severity. 

3 This kindness of the Dutch I wish had been longer remembered by their 
neighbours of Connecticut, especially as mutual charges, without proof, of 
incitement of the barbarians, are so frequently made by all civilized nations. 
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fered largely for their ransom ; but nothing would be accepted* 
So the Dutch, having many Pequods aMard, stayed six of 
them, (the rest leaped overboard,) and with tbem redeemed 
the two maids, who had been well used by the Pequods, and 
no violence offered them.^ 

The former governour and Mr. Coddington, being discon- 
tented that the people had left them out of all publick service, 
gave further proof of it in the congregation ; for thev refused to 
sit in the magistrates' seat, (where Mr. Vane had always sitten 
from his first arrival,) and went and sate with the deacons, al- 
though the governour sent to desire them to come in to him. 
And upon the day of the general fast, thev went from Boston 
to keep the day at the Mount with Mr. Wheelwright. 

Another occasion of their discontent, and of the rest of that 
party, was an order, which the court had made, to keep out ail 
such persons as might be dangerous to the commonwealth, by 
imposing a penalty upon all such as should retain any, &c. 
above three weeks, which should not be allowed by some of 
the magistrates ; for it was very probable, that they expected 
many of their opinion to come out of England from Mr. 
IIBrierlyll his church, &c.^ 

This order, and other differences between the new gover- 
nour and them, was the cause, that, at his return to Boston, 
none of them met him ; and the Serjeants, which had constant- 
ly attended the former governour to all publick meeting with 
four halberds, did now refuse to do any such office to the new, 
alleging that they had done it to the former voluntarily, in re- 
spect of his person, not his place. To which it was answered, 
that there was a double errour; 1. because the place drowns 
the person, be he honourable or base ; 2. in that any compli- 
ment of honour, being once conferred upon an office, (though 
voluntarily,) cannot after be taken away without contempt and 
injury. The country, taking notice of this, offered to send in 

ilB.|| 



1 No instance of the wont violence to woman bat ever been told of our 
aborigines. Johnson, lib. II. c. 1, who makes them the ^^seed of the ser- 
pent,'^ sajs the Indians questioned these maids ^^ to know whether tbej could 
make gunpowder.^^ 

S In Cotton^s Way of Coneregationa] Churches Cleared, in answer to 
Bajlej, one of the assertors of Presbyterian divine right, he says, speaking of 
this arbitrary order : ^^ I saw by this means we shomd receive no more mem- 
bers into our church, but such as must profess themselves of a contrary judg- 
ment to what I believed to be a truth. ^' He designed to remove out of the 
jurisdiction with Davenport, but was dissuaded. 

Three tracts on this subject,— A Defence, The Answer, and Replication, — 
are found in Hutchinson's Coll. 67— -100. 
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some from the neighbouring towns to can^ the halberds by 
course ; and; upon that the town of Boston offered to send some 
men, but not tne Serjeants ; but the governour chose rather to 
make use of two of his own servants.^ 

25.] Our English from Connecticut, with their Indians, and 
many of the Naragansetts, marched in the night to a fort of the 
Pequods at Mistick^ and, besetting the same about break of the 
day, after two hours' fight they took it, (by firing it,) and slew 
therein two chief sachems, and one hundred and fifty fightinsr 
men, pnd about one hundred and fifty old men, women and 
children, with the loss of two English, *whereof but one was*^, 
killed by the enemy. Divers of the Indian friends were hurt 
by the ||English,|p ^because they had not some mark to distin- 
^ish them from the Pequods, as some of them had."* The story 
IS more fully described in the next leaf.^ 

Presently upon this came news from the Naragansett, that * 
all the English, and two hundred of the Indians, were cut off in 
their retreat, for want of powder and victuals. Three days 
after, this was confirmed by a post from Plimouth, with such 
probable circumstances, as it was generally believed. But, 
three days after, Mr. Williams, having gone to the Naragansetts 
to discover the truth, found them mourning, as being confident 
of it ; but that night some came from the army, and assured 
them all was well, and that all the Pequods were fled, and had 
forsaken their forts. The general defeat of the Pequods at 
Mistick happened the day after |pour|| general fast. 

Mo. 4. 3.J Two ships arrived here out of England, (Mr. 
Pehrce was one.) In them came the copy of a commission, from 
the commissioners for New England, to divers of the magis- 
trates here, to govern all the people in New England till further 

llPequodslI ||3tke| 

1 By the extract from the Recordi, in a former note on this rabject* 
five pages back, it wiU be seen, that it was no part of the proTision, that those 
who carried the halberds shoold be of the rai^ of seijeants. 

9 Mason sajrs, two were killed outright ; and thos onr anthor corrects his 
first relation. 

3 The gOTemonr had erased fnglM, Mid written Pu[wtd9 ; but that is 
manifest]/ an errour, if the foUowing clause be part of the report, which was 
probablj false. 

4 It win not be found, though the anthor intended to furnish an account. 
This storming of the Indian fort at Mistick, between New London and Nor- 
wich, was an aflair reflecting much credit on the cojiamander, whose report, 
in the History of the war, is Tery full, accurate and animated ; but he makes 
the loss of the enemy six or seven hundred, "as some of themselves eonfess- 
ed," and ** only seven taken captive, and about seven escaped." 

29 VOL. I. 
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order, &c« upon this pretence, that there was no bwful au- 
thority in ||force|| here, either mediate or immediate, from his 
majesty. 

Upon the news from Mr, Williams, that the Pequods were 
dispersed, and some come in and submitted to the Naragansetts, 
(who would not receive them [pbefore he|| had sent^to know our 
mind,) the governour and council thought it needless to send so 
many men, and therefore sent out |pwarrants|| only for one half 
of the two hundred ; but some of the people liked not of it, 
and came to the governour to have all sent. He took it 
ill ; and though three of the ministers came with them to de- 
bate the matter, he told them, that if any one, H^discemingg 
an errour in the proceedings of the council, had come, in a 
private manner, to acquaint ||*him|| therewith, &c. it had been 
well done ; but to come, so man v of them, in a publick and 
popular way, was not well, and would bring authority into 
contempt. This they took well at his hands, and excused 
their intentions. So it was thought fit to send about forty men 
more, which was yielded rather to satisfy the people, than 
for any need that appeared* 

Upon our govemour's letter to Plimouth, our friends there 
agreed to send a pinnace, with forty men, to assist in the war 
against the Pequods; but they could not be ready to meet 
us at the first. . , 

15.] There was a day of thanks^ving kept in all the 
churches for the victory obtam^ agamst the Pequods, and 
for olher mercies. 

About this time came home a small pinnace of thirty tons, 
which had been forth eight months, and was given for lost.^ 
She went to the Bermuda, but by continual tempests was kept 
from IpthenceJI and forced to bear up for the West Indies, 
and, being ^n great distress, arrived at Hispaniola, and not 
daring to go into any inhabited place there, but to go ashore 
in obscure places, and lived of turtles and hogs^ &c. At last 
they were forced into a harbour, where lay a French man-of- 
war with his prize, and had surely made prize of them also, 

Hfomll natm thejl y^wordg ||4di8C0TeriDgl |Hhein|| ||6bence| 



1 The marginal note is, «« Capt. Gib. and Mr. Hill at W. Indies.^^ Wheii 
we recollect how minute Winthrop uraalljr is in his narratire of snch disas- 
ters, we maj judge how the tale of distress rained by frequent telling, till it 
grew up to ^^ the wonderful story of Major &ibbons^' in the Magnalia, lib. 
Vi* chap. i. # 3. It would with difficultj be understood to refer to the same 
event in our text, were not the sufferer^s name, and his relief bj a French 
pirate^ sufficient marks of identity to turn us from Mather's Thaumatai^gus 
back to the first relation, probably receired from the adTenturen' months. 
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but that the providence of God so disposed, as the captain, 
one ||Petfree,|| had lived at Pascataquack, and knew the mer- 
chant of our bark, one Mr. Gibbons. Whereupon he used 
them courteously, and, for such commodities as she carried, 
Ipfreightedjl her with tallow, hides, &c. and sent home with 
her his prize, which he sold for a small price to be paid in 
New England. He brought home an aligarto, which he gave 
the governour. 

20.] Three ships arrived here from Ipswich, with three 
hundred and sixty passengers. The last being loath to come 
to an anchor at Castle Island, though hailed by the castle 
boat, and required, &c. the gunner made a shot, intending to 
shoot before her for a warning, but the powder in |pthe|| touch 
hole being wet, and the ship having fresh way with wind and 
tide, the shot took place in the shrouds and killed a passeii- 
ger, an honest man. The next day the governour charged an 
inquest, and sent them aboard with two of the magistrates (one 
of them being deputed coroner) to take view of the dead body, 
and who, upon nearing all the evidence, &c. found that be 
came to his death by the providence of God. 

23.] The governour went to Sagus, and so to Salem and 
to Ipswich, at all which places the men of the towns met him, 
and guarded him from town to town, (though not desired nor 
expected by him,) to show their respect to their governour, 
and also for his safety, in regard it was reported the Peauods 
were come this way.^ He returned agam the 28th, being 
forced to travel all the night by reason of the heat, which 
was so extreme, as divers of those, who were new come on 
shore, died in their travel a few miles. 

26.] There arrived two ships from London, the Hec- 
tor, and the [blank.] In these came Mr. 'Davenport and 

||Peterfore|| ||Sfiinii8hed|| |Sher|| 

1 Fear of the enem^^s enterprise maj to us seem nnreafiofiable, considering 
the namerous plantations between Peqnot and Salem ; but the inhabitants 
were few, encept on the seaboard. Yet we maj believe, that their appre- 
hension for bis safetj operated much less than a desire to show respect to the 
governour, especially under the circumstances of slight Arom those less sound 
in the faith. 

9 Of this celebrated divine, who had been a priest in one of the parishes oC 
London, ample memorials are preserved by all the writers on the earlv affairs 
of our country. A sermon preached by him in 1629 is found at the Bos^ 
ton Athensum. His conduct in concealing the regicides has ever been 
eulogised in Connecticut, and was admired by many, who dared not imitate it 
in Massachusetts. He succeeded Wilson in the First Church of Boston, be* 
log the fourth minister in that place, all whose names were John. But his 
coming from New Haven occasioned one of the most disagreeable contro* 
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^another minister, and Mr. 'Eaton and Mr. 'Hopkind, two mer- 
chants of LfOndon, men of fair estate and of great esteem for 
religion and wisdom in outward affairs* 



Tenies, with which the aflain of the church have ever troubled our countrj. 
Descendants have often vindicated their claim to the enjojment of the talents 
of their progenitor. 

1 We learn from Trumbull, who erroneously marks the arrival in July, in- 
stead of June, that this other minister was Samuel, brother of Gov. Eaton. 
That author might have read in Mather, that Samuel £aton died, 9 Januarj, 
1665, at Denton in Lancashire. 

9 No character in the annals of New England is of purer fame than that of 
Theophilus t^ton, govemour of the colonj of New Haven from its settlement 
to his death, by twenty annual elections, — the only instance of such an honour 
ever conferred. That his talents were adequate to the station, might be con- 
fidently concluded from the fact of his prior service, several years, as represen- 
tative of Charles I. at the court of Denmark ; and the long administration of 
an infant state without a rival, is irrefragable proof of his prudence and virtue, 
AU the original writers of our history are abundant in his praise, and the later 
and more judicious inquirers are satisfied with their evidence. The errour of 
Trumbull, I. 99 — 100 and 231, in asserting that Eaton was three years in the 
East Indies, and sometime deputy govemour of the company trading thither, 
arose probably from the appellation of Eatt Covmiry^ used by Mather, from 
the universal custom of England, fbr the regions bordering on the Baltick. 
It had been avoided by Eliot, Holmes and Allen ; but my respect for the ven* 
erable historiographer of Connecticut led me unhesitatingly to adopt his au- 
thority, till I saw the cause of his mistake in the Magnalia. On this pilgrim's 
character and death, Hubbard, 329, 330, is more valuable and minute than 
about any other. His death was 7 January, 1657 — 8. 

3 Edward Hopkins was son-in-law of Gov. Eaton, and, alternately with 
Haynes, for many years, govemour of the colony of Connecticut, in which 
station Eliot erroneously asserts he died. He went to England, probably, in 
1652, whence he did not return ; though, after the decease of Haynes, he was 
figain chosen govemour, in 1654. The time of his death was March, 1657, 
a few months before his iViend Eaton. He was then serving in parliament, 
and also as a commissioner of the army and navy. His liberality to New 
England was abundantly shown in his will, made 7 or 17 March, 1656 — 7. 
Extracts will interest the present age : ^^ For my estate in New England, 
(the full account of which I left clear in book there, and the care and in- 

3 section whereof was committed to my loving friend, Capt. John Cullick,) I 
o in this manner dispose : Item, I do give and bequeath unto the eldest 
child of Mrs. Mary Newton, wife to Mr. Roger *Newton of Farmington, and 
daughter to Mr. Thomas Hooker, deceased, the sum of ^£30 ; as also the 
Bum of £30 unto the eldest child of Mr. John CuUiok by Elizabeth his 
present wife. Item, I do give and bequeath to Mrs. Sarah Wilson, the wife 
of Mr. John Wilson, preacher of the gospel, and daughter of my dear pas- 
tor, Mr. Hooker, my farm at Farmington, with all the houses, outhouses, 
buildings, lands, &;c. belonging thereunto, to the use of her and the heirs of 
her body forever. I do also give unto Mrs. Susan Hooker, the relict of Mr. 
Thomas Hooker, all such debts as are due to me from her, upon the account I 
lefl in New England. And the residue of my estate there I do hereby give 
f^nd bequeath to my father, Theophilus Eaton, Esq. Mr. John Dftvenpoft, 

♦ Firtt minUttT of FarfMngUm^ 
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In the Hector came also the Lord Ley, son and heir of the 
Esv\ of Marlborough, being about nineteen years of age, who 



Mr. John Colliok, and Mr. William Goodwin, in foU assurance of their 
tract and faithfulness in disposing of it according to the tme intent and 
porpose of me the said Edward Hopkins, which is, to give some encour- 
agement in those foreign plantations for the breeding up of hopeful youths, 
both at the grammar school and college, for the publick serrioe of the 
country in future times. For the estate the Lord hath ^ven me in tki$ 
England, I thus dispose, and my wish is, that j£150 per annum be yearly paid 
per my executor to Mr. David Yale, brother to my dear distressed wife, for her 
comfortable maintenance, and to be disposed of per him for her good, 
she not being in a condition fit to manage it herself; and I do heartily en- 
treat him to be careful and tender over her ; and my will is, that this be 
paid quarterly by £37.10 each quarter, and to continue to the end of the 
quarter after the death of my said wife, and that my executor give good 
security for a punctual performance hereof. Mv wiU also is, that the JS30 
given me per the will and testament of my brother Henry Hopkins, lately 
deceased, be given to our sister Mrs. Judith [unknown,! during her natural 
fife, and that it be made up jCSO per annum during her Hk. I do give to my 
sister Mrs. Margaret Thomson the sum of j£50, to be paid her within one 
year after my decease. I do rive unto my nephew Henry Thomson £B00, 
whereof £4/00 to be paid within sixteen months after my decease, and the 
other £400 within six months after the decease of my wife. I do like- 
wise give and bequeath to my niece Katherine Thomson, but now Katherine 
James, (over and above the portion of j£500 formerly given her,) jSlOO. I 
do also give and bequeath unto my nieces Elizabeth and Patience Dalley, un« 
to each of them, j&SOO, provided they attend the direction of their brother of 
aunts, or such as are capable to give them advice in the dispose of them- 
selves in marriage. I give unto my brother Mr. David Tale j6200 ; to my 
brother Mr. Thomas Tale j£200, and to my sister Mrs. Hannah Eaton j£200. 
My farther mind and will is, that, within six months after the decease of my 
wife, jCSOO be made over into New England, according to the advice of my 
loving friends Major Robert Thomson and Mr. Francis Willoughby, and con- 
veyed into the hands of the trustees before mentioned, in farther prosecution 
of the aforesaid publick ends, which, in the simplicibr of my heart, are for the 
upholding and promoting the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ in those parts 
of the earth. I do farther give unto my beloved wife a bed, with all furniture 
belonging unto it, for herself to lie on, and another for the servant maid 
that waits on her, and £20 in plate for her present use, besides one third 
part of all my household goods. I give unto Mr. John Davenport, Mr, 
Theophilus Eaton, Mr. Cullick, each of them, j£20, to be made over to them 
into New England where they are ; and my will and pleasure is, that £20 
be put into a piece of plate, and presented in my name to my honoured 
friend Dr. Wright, to whom I owe more than that, being much engaged, de^ 
nring him to accept it only as a testimony of my respects. I do give unto my 
servant James Porter £10 ; unto my maid Mar|aret £5 ; unto my maid Mary 
£&. I do give unto my honoured and loving friends Major Robert Thomson 
and Mr. Francis Willoughby £SQ a-piece, in a piece ofplate, as a token of 
my respects unto them ; and I do give unto my servant Thomas Haytor £iO, 
I do rive unto my sister Tale, the wife of Mr. David Tale, £S0 ; as also to 
Jotu) Lollor, a youth now with my sister Eve, jS20, to farther him out to be 
an apprentice to some good trade, and £20 more at the time of his coming to 
hit own liberty, to encourage him to set up his trade, if he continue living so 
lang. I do give unto my nephew Henry Dalley, master of arts in Cam* 
))ridi^, mj lan4 in the county of Essex ; and, for the payment of all 
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came onlv to see the country. He was of Tery sober car- 
riage, and showed much wisdom and moderation in his lowlj 
and ifamiliar carriage, especially in the ship, where he was 
much disrespected and unworthily used by the master, one 
Feme, and some of the passengers ; yet he bare it meekly and 
silently. When he came on shore the governour was from 
home, and he took u)p his lodging at the common inn. Wheo 
the governour returned, he presently came to his house. The 
eovernour offered him lodging, &c. but he refused, saying, that 
ne came Dot to be troublesome to any, and the house where he 



debts, duet and legacies, do give unto hini all mj personal estate, and, bj 
these presents, renouncing and making void all other wills and testaments, 
do declare, constitute and make him my . sole executor, and mj good 
friends Major Robert Thomson and Mr. Francis WUloughbT overseers, of this 
my last will and testament. Signed, sealed, declared and published by the 
said Edward Hopkins, Ksq. at his house at London, on the 17th day of 
March in the year of our Lord 1657, to be his last will and testament.^^ 

Mention of the distress of his wife, named Ann, which was by loss of her 
reason, will occur in our second volume. She died 17 December, 1698. 
Trumbnll, I. 233, says, Hopkins^ estate, *'* given in New Englan'd, was esti- 
mated at about j&lOOO sterling, and was appropriated to the support of the 
grammar schools in New Haven, Hartford and Uadley. The money originally 
belonged to New Haven and Hartford ; but as a considerable number of the 
people of Hartford afterwards removed to Hadley, and were principal set- 
ters of tliat town, they received their proportion of the donation.^' 

In six months after the wife^s decease, which was above for^ years later 
than tlie testator^s, the jC500 out of the English property should have been 
paid. But the executor and residuary devisee being dead, process in 
chancery was necessary against his executor. Under a final decree by Sir 
Simon Harcourt, lord keeper. Harvard College has enjoyed, jointly with the 
grammar school in Cambridge, since 1714, a fund, of which Gov. Dudley 
and other principal persons, civil and ecclesiastical, to the number of twenty- 
one, were made first trustees. As the direction from the chancery was to 
invest the same in lands, a purchase was made, under authority of an act of 
the province, from the Natick Indians, being about thirteen thousand acres, 
comprising, with an additional grant from the province, the flourishing town 
of Hopkiuton in Middlesex county, — having its name from this liberal bene- 
factor of New England, — and part of the town of Upton in the county of 
AVorcester. The rent charge of these lands, for many years secured by the 
commonwealth, amounted to $222,22 annually, until March, 1823, and 
from thence forward, forever, $666,67 annually, being at the rate of one* penny 
sterling per acre for the first ninety-nine years of the leases, and three pence 
sterling afterwards. Being one of the trustees, the editor knows the faithful 
and judicious employment of this charity. The fund, which, notwithstanding 
the evils of paper money, and occasional injurious denial of rent by some of 
the tenants, has been increased, now exceeds the sum of $18000, besides 
the original investment. 

Several letters of Gov. Hopkins to J. Winthrop, jun. are preserved in 
vol. XIX. of Trumbull MSS. and there is one to our author, 21 June, 1648, 

1)riDted in Hutchinson^s Collection, 225, showing a disposition to return to 
'jigland, controlled by afieotion towards his adopted country. It is writ- 
iew with more perspicuity than is usually found in papers of that age. 
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was was so well governed, that he could be as private there as 
elsewhere. 

We had news of a commission granted in England to divers 
gentlemen here for the governing of New England, &c.; but 
instead thereof we received a commission from Sir Ferdinand© 
Gorges to govern his province of New Somersetshire, which is 
from Cape Elizabeth to Sagadahoc, and withal to oversee his 
servants and private ||affairs ;|| which was observed as a matter 
of no good discretion, but passed in silence. We excused our 
not intermeddling, &c. because, being directed to six or five of 
them, and one of their names beine mistaken, and another re- 
moved to Connecticut, there were out four in the country; as 
also for that it did not appear to us what authority be had to 

frant such a commission. As for the commission from the 
iog, we received only a copy of it, but the commission itself 
staid at the seal for want of paying the fees. 

Mo. 5.] The party, who procured the commission, one 
George |rCleves,|p brought also a protection under the privy 
signet for parching out the great lake of Iracoyce, and for the 
sole tradevof beaver, and the planting of Long Island,, by 
§articles of§ agreement between the Earl of Sterling, Viscount 
Canada, and him. Thus this and other gentlemen m England 
get large circuits of lands, &c. in this country, and are very 
ready to grant them out to such as will become their tenants, 
and, to encourage them, do procure commissions, protections, 
&c. which cost them nothing, but will be at no charge in any 
rieht way of plantation, which should be by coming them- 
selves, or sending some of their children, &c. ; but now, as they 
adventure little, so they are sure to lose nothing but their vain 
hope.' 

Capt. Stoughton and his company, having pursued the Fe^ 

Hofficenll ||3Cbev€r|| 



1 Cleves was a person of some importance, as, in the second volume of this 
Historj, win appear. He was agent or govemour under Alexander Rigby, a 
member of parliament; and in Hazard, I. 570, is a letter from Kdward 
Rigbj, son of Alexander, to the inhabitants of Laconia, 19 Julj, IdSS, tak- 
ing notice of Cleves bein^ in England, and expressing a design to send 
him back. I should consider it as an approbation, though Sullivan, His- 
tory of Maine, 316, says, Cleves "was an equivocal characrtr, and acted 
witfi great duplicity. He obtained a letter of agency from Sir Ferdioando 
Gorges, acted as deputy rovemour to both, and sold lands und^r tlie title 
ai each, as appears from the registry of deeds, which he executed.^^ On his 
next page he remarks on devests nnfaithfnlness to the son, after the death 
of the father. I know not whether Cleves lived in Maine afterwards. • 

S This opinion of Winthrop has, in all succeeding times, been confirm- 
ed, being not more founded oa reason, than verified by experience. 
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quots beyond Connecticut, and missing of them, returned to 
Pequot River, where they were advertised, that one hundred of 
them were newij come back to a place some twelve miles off* 
So thej marched thither by night, and surprbed them all. 
They put to death twenty-two men, and reserved two sachems, 
hoping by them to get Sasacus, (which they promised.) All 
the rest were women and children, of whom they gave the 
Naragansetts thirty, and our Massachusetts Indians three, aod 
the rest they sent hither. 

A pinnace, returning, took a canoe with four Indians near 
Block Island. We sent to Miantunnomoh to know what they 
were, and after we discharged all save one, who was a Pequod, 
whom we gave Mr. Cutting to carry into England. 

[Larg;e blank.] 

The differences grew eo much here, as tended fast to a 
separation ; so as Mr. Vane, being, among others, invited bj 
the governour to accompany the Lord Ley at dinner, *not 
only* refused to come, (alleging by letter tnat his conscience 
withheld him,) *but also, at the same hour, he went over to 
Nottle's Island to dine with Mr. Maverick, and carried the 
Lord Ley with him.*^ 

6.] 1 here were sent to Boston forty-eight women and chil- 
dren. There were eighty taken, as before is expressed. These 
were disposed of to particular persons in the country. Some of 
them ran away and were brought again by the Indians our 
neighbours, and those ||we|| branded on the shoulder. 

12.] Ayanemo, the sachem of Niantick, came to Boston 
with seventeen men. He made divers propositions, which we 
promised to give answer unto the next day ; and then, under- 
standing he had received many of the Pequods, submitting to 
him since the former defeat, we 6rst demanded the delivery of 
them, which he stickmg at, we refused further conference with 
him ; but, the next momine, he came and offered what we desired. 
So the ffovernour referred him to treat with our captains at the 
Pequo<^ and wrote instructions to them how to deal with him^ 
and received his present of ten fathom of wampom. He was 
lovingly dismissed, with some small things given him. 

Here came over a brother of Mrs. Hutchinson, and some 
other of Mr. Wheelwright's friends, whom the governour 
thought not fit to allow, as others, to sit down among us, witb- 

Imenll 



1 I have no doabt, that every reader will be pleased with the presenra- 
tion of thif anecdote, though enurod bj tbe governour ; for it ftreDgtheni 
hit remark very much. 
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out some trial of them. Therefore, to save others from the 
danger of the law id receiving of them, be allowed them for 
four months. This was taken very ill hj those of the other 
party, and many hot speeches given forth about it, and about 
their removal, liCt 

13«] Mr. Stoughton, with about eiehty of the English, 
whereof Mr. Ludlow, Capt. Mason, andXhlank,] of Connecti* 
cut, were part, sailed to the west in pursuit of Sasacus, &c. At 
Quinepiackf they killed six, and took two. At a head of land a 
little short th^y beheaded two sachems; whereupon they 
called the place Sachem^s Head. About this time they had 
riven a Pequod his life to go find out Sasacus* He went, and 
^und him not far off; but Sasacus, suspecting him, intended to 
kill him, which the fellow perceiving, escaped in the night, and 
came to the English. Whereupon Sasacus and Mononotto, 
their two chief sachems, and some twenty more, fled to the Mo- 
hawks* But eighty of their stoutest men, and two hundred 
others, women and children, were at a place within twenty or 
thu*ty miles of the Dutch, whither our men marched, and, being T ^ f i V ^ 
guided by a Divine Providence, came upon them, where they 
had twenty wigwams, hard by a most hiaeous swamp, so thick 
with bushes and so quagmiry, as men could ha7*dly crowd into 
it. Into this swamp they were all eotten. Lieut. Davenport 
and two or three more, that entered the swamp, were danger- 
ously wounded by the Indian arrows, and with much difficulty 
were fetched out. Then our men surrounded the swamp, being 
a mile about, and shot at the Indians, and they at them, from 
three of the clock in the afternoon till they desired parley, 
and offered to yield, and life was offered to all that bad not 
shed English blood. So they began to come forth, now some 
and then some, till about two hundred women and children 
were come out, and amongst them the sachem of that place, 
and thus they kept us two hours, till night was come on, and 
then the men told us they would fight it out ; and so they did all 
the night, coming up behind the bushes very near our men, 
and shot many arrows into their hats, sleeves and ||stocks,|| yet ' 
(which was a very miracle) not one of ours wounded. When 
it was near mommg, it grew very dark, so as such of them as 
were left crept out at one place and escaped, bein^ (as was 
judged) not aoove twenty at most, and those like to be wound- 
ed ; for in the pursuit they found some of them dead of their 
wounds.^ Here our men gat some booty of kettles, trays^ 

llstookingsll 

1 For a larger acoount of this swamp fight, see Maion^s History. 
30 VOL. I. 
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wampom, &c« and the women and children were divided, and 
sent some to Connecticut and some to the Massachusetts. The 
sachem of the place, having yielded, had his life, and his wife 
and children, &c. The women, which were brought home, 
reported, that we had slain in all thirteen sachems, and that 
there were thirteen more left. We had now slain and taken, in 
all, about seven hundred. We sent fifteen of the boys and 
two women to Bermuda, by Mr. Peirce ; but he, missing it, 
carried them to Providence Isle.^ 

Mo. 6.] Mr. Stoughton sailed, with some of his company, 
from Pequod to Block Island. They came thither in the 
night, yet were discovered^ and our men having killed one or 
two of them, and burnt some of their wigwams, &c. they came 
to parley, and, submitting themselves to become tributaries in 
one hundred fathom wampompeague, and to deliver any that 
should be found to have any hand in Mr. Oldham^s death, 
they were all received, and no more harm done them. 

3.] At our general court, one Greensmith, beine; censured 
for saying, that all the elders, &c. except two, did preach a 
covenant of works, &c. he did appeal to the king ; but the court, 
notwithstanding, committed him till, &c. 

The Lord Ley, being told that one Ewre had spoken trea- 
son against the king, sent for the party, one Brooks, and in<*> 
quiring of him, he told him that Ewre had said, about twelve 
months before, that, if the king did send any authority hither 
against our patent, he would be the first should resist him. 
This coming to the governour's knowledge, he sent for the 
parties, and bound them over to the general court. When 
they came there. Brooks brought his wife to witness with him ; 
but her testimony agreed not with his ; also three others (whom 
he had told it unto) reported it otherwise. So at length they all 
agreed, and set it under their hands, that Ewre said, that, if 
there came any authority out of England contrary to the pa- 
tent, he would withstand it. Now, because here was no men- 
*tion of the king, and because he never informed any of the 
magistrates of it, and for that it was evident that he bare 
malice ||to|| the said Ewre, we saw no cause to take any other 
of the parties informing, (the rather because themselves did 

IMI 



1 We cannot fail, I think, to lament this enslaving of the prisoners, bj 
sale in a foreign conntrr, however it might be excused bj a pretended 
necessity. In that day it was probably justified bj reference to the prac- 
tice or institution of ^ the Jews. Yet that cruel people never sent prison* 
eVs so far. 
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urge it, and she refused longer to speak at all, except she 
might be put to her oath,) nor any offence, which deserved 
punishment, seeing it is lawful to resist any authority, which 
was to overthrow the lawful authority of the king^s Hgrant ;|| and 
so the governour did openly declare, in the court, as justifiable 
by the laws of England.^ 

3«] The Lord Ley and Mr. Vane went from Boston to the 
ship, riding at Long Island, to go for England. At their de^ 
parture, those of Mr, Vane's party were gathered together, and 
did accompany him to the boat, (and many to the ship ;) and the 
men, being in their, arms, gave him divers vollies of shot, and 
five pieces of ordnance, and he had five more at the castle. 
But the governour was not come from the court, but had left 
order with the captain for their honourable dismission.^ 

There was an old woman in Ipswich, who came out of Eng- 
land blind and deaf, yet her son could make her understand 
any thing, and know any man's name by her sense of feeling. 
He would write upon her hand some letters of the name, and 
b^ other such motions would inform her. This the governour 
himself had ||^trial of|| when he was at Ipswich. 

5.] Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone came, with Mr. Wilson, 
from Connecticut by Providence ; and, the same day, Mr. Lud- 
low, Mr. Pincheon, and about twelve more, came the ordinary 
way by land, and brought with them a part of the skin and 
lock of hair of Sasacus and his brother and five other Pequod 
sachems, who, bein^ fled to the Mohawks for shelter, with their 
wampom, being to tne value of jpfive hundred poundsjp were by 
them surprised and slain, with twenty of their best men. 
Mononottoh waS also taken, but escaped wounded. They 
brought news also of divers other Pequods, which had been 
slain by other Indians, and their heads brought to the English ; 
so that now there had been slain and taken between eight and 
nine hundred. Whereppon letters were sent to Mr. Stoughton 
and the rest, to call them all home.^ 

Ilpatentll ||9tried ofteD|| |P£500|j. 

1 Here is perhaps to be understood an indirect censure of Lord Lev fbr - 
bis interference, and a direct maintenance of the freedom of speech on 
such a topick, 

s A rate of £400 was bj this court apportioned as fo]]oi7s ; Boston, 
£59.4; Salem, J&45.12; Charlestown and Dorchester, each, £42.6 ; Ips- 
wich, £34.12 ; Roxbury and Watertown, each, £30.8 ; Newtown, £29.12 ; 
Sagus, £28.16; Medford, £24.12; Newburj, £16.18 ; Hingham, £8.10 ; 
Weymouth, £6.16. 

3 "Weight, not money, appears to me the meaning, 

4 A despatch, from StoUgbton on service, will be found in the Appendix^ 
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A woman of Boston congre^tion^ having been in nrach 
trouble of mind about her spiritual estate, at length grew into 

Sutterjl desperation, and could not endure to bear of any com-* 
brt, &c., so as one day she took her little infant and threw it 
into a well, and then came into the house and said, now she 
was sure she should be damned, for she had drowned hei* 
child; but some, stepping presently forth, saved the child.^ 
See more after. 

Mr. Hooker and the rest of the elders, meeting divers days, 
they agreed (with consent of the magistrates) upon a day of 
humiliation to be kept in all the churches the 34th of this 
month ; the day for the conference to be the 30th day. At 
their private meetings some reconciliation was made between 
Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wheelwright and Mr. Wilson, he pro- 
fessing, that, by his speech in the court, he did not intend the 
doctrine of Mr. Cotton or Mr. Wheelwright delivered in the 
publick congregation, but some opinions, (||^aming|| thr^e or 
four,) which were privately carriea in Boston and other parts of 
the country ; and accordingly Mr, Cotton declared so much in 
the congregation the Lord's^ day following. And for the rest 
of his speech, it was agreed by all the elders to be inoffensive, 
considering his call thereto by the court. This sudden change 
was much observed by some, who were privy that Mr. Tfilson 
had professed as much before, both privately, to the elders, and 
publickly, in the congregation, and that the said opinions had 
been delivered to the elders of Boston in writing as those 
which Mr. Wilson intended.^ 

1 7.] Mr. Davenport preached at Boston (it being the lec- 
ture day) out of ^hat in 1 Cor., I exhort yAu brethren, &c. 
that there be no divisions among you,&c. ; wherein, as he fully 
set forth the pature and danger of H^divisions, and the disordersjl 
which were among us, &c., so he clearly discovered his judg- 
ment against the new opinions and bitter practices, which were 
sprung up here. ' 

||bitter|| ||9meaniDg|| ||3diBorden and the divisiomH 



1 la the margin is written, ^^ Hett^s wife distracted .^^ A similar instance 
oi her hisanitj, in attempting to destroy another of her children, is foand in 
ibis History five years later. 

8 Nothing is more refreshing, in the violence of these contests, wiiich grew 
more violent as the matter of contest was unintelligible to the many, and the 
diversity of opinions not very striking to the few, than the same church re^ 
taining, for their Christian mstructers, the heads of the opposite parties. 
Cotton and Wilson. The fact proves, stronger than any argument^ toe pru- 
dence of the pastor and the temper of the teapher. 
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Mn Cotton, expoiindine that in 2 Chron. [blank] of the de- 
fection of the ten tribes frotn Rehoboam, and his preparations 
to recover them by war, and the prophet's prohibition, &c. 
proved frotn that in Numbers, 37. 31 , that the rulers of the 
people should consult with the ministers of the churches upon 
occasion of any war to be undertaken, and any other weighty 
business, though the case shouldseem never so clear, as David 
b the case of Ziglag, and the Israelites in the case of Gibeah. 
Judges, &c. 

26.] The captain and soldiers returned all from Pequod, 
having lost but one man, and he died of a flux, and another 
fell sick of an old infirmity, an asthma. The Indians about 
sent in still many Peauods' heads and hands from Long Island 
3nd other places, and [blank] sachems of Long Island came 
voluntarily, and brought a tribute to us of twenty fathom of 
wampom, each of them ; and Miantunnomoh sent here some 
Pequod squaws, which had run from us. 

31.] The Nara^nsetts sent us the ||hands|| of three Pe- 
quods, — one the chief of those who murdered Capt. Stone.^ 

[Very lar^ blank.] 

Twenty men went in a pinnace to kill sea horse at the Isle 
of Sable, and after six weeks returned home, and could not find 
the island ; but, after another month, viz. about the [blank] of 
September, they set forth again with more skilful seamen, with 
intent to stay there all winter. 

Mr. Eaton, and some others of Mr. Davenport's company, 
went to view Quinepiack, with intent to begin a plantation 
there. They had many offers here and at Plimouth, and they 
had viewed many places, but none could content. 
[Large blank.] 

Some of the magistrates and ministers of Connecticut being 
here, there was a day of meeting appointed to agree upon 
some articles of confederation, and notice was given to Pli- 
mouth, that they might join in it, (but their warning was so 
short as they could not come.) This was concluded afler* 
See (3.) 1643. 

[Verj large blank.] 

SO.] The synod, called the assembly, began at Newtown.^ 
There were all the teaching elders through the country, and 
/. some Ipnewjl come out of England, not yet called to any place 
here, as Mr. Davenport, &c. 

The assembly began with prayer, made by Mr. Shepherd, the 
pastor of Newtown. Then the erroneous opinions, wnich were 

ghe«4i|| Il»were|| 
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spread in the countrj, were read, (being eighty^ in all ;) next 
the unwholesome expressions;^ then tne scriptures abused. 
Then they cjiose two moderators for the next day, viz* Mr* 
Buclcly and Mr. Hooker, and these were continued in that 
place all the time of the assembly. There were about eighty 
opinions, some blasphemous, others erroneous, and all unsafe, 
condemned by the whole assembly ; whereto ne^r all the 
elders, and others sent by the churches, subscribed their 
names ; but some few liked not subscription, though they con- 
sented to the condemning of them. 

Some of the church of Boston, and some others, were offend- 
ed at the producing of so many errours, as if it were a reproach 
laid upon the country without cause ; and called to have the 
persons named, which held those erroui*s. To which it was 
answered and affirmed by many, both elders and others, that 
all those opinions could be proved, by sufficient testimony, 
to be held by some in the country ; but it was not thought fit to 
name the §parties, because this assembly had not to do whh§ 
persons, but doctrines only. Yet this would not satisfy some, 
but they oft called for witnesses ; and, because some of the 
magistrates declared to them, (when they refused to forbear 
speech unseasonably, though the moderators desired them,) 
that, if they would not forbear, it would prove §a civil§ disturb- 
ance, and then the magistrate must interpose, they objected 
against this, as if the magistrate had nothing to do in this as- 
sembly. So as he was forced to tell one of them, that, if be 
would not forbear, but make trial of it, he might see it execut- 



1 If any in our times have such insatiable curiosity, as to desire more parti- 
eular information of the incomprehensible jargon contained in these errours, the 
exact numeration of which was eightj-two, imputed to the followers of Cot- 
ton and supporters of Wheelwright, with the antinomian explanations of Mrs. 
Hutchinson, that she denied, the whole is written in *•*• A short Story of the 
Rise, Reigpn and Ruin of Antinomians, Familists and Libertines, that infected 
the Churches of New England,*^ by Thomas Welde, who was one of the chief 
inquisitors. The edition, London, . 1644, published by the author, is in the 
Boston Athensum; a second edition, London, 1692, in Harrard College Li- 
brary. The work has* not, I presume, been often quoted within a century. 
It was relied upon in the famous ^^ Testimony of the Pastors of the Churches 
in the Province of Massachusetts Bay at the Annual Convention in Boston, 
25 May, 1743,^^ protesting against the spreading of many antinomian and 
familistical errours, occasioned by the itinerant labours of Whitefield, Tennent, 
and their disciples, by which, for some years, was produced the greatest reli- 
gious excitement ever known in New England. It was happy that the govern- 
ment did not employ the same means of conversion as in 1637. 

3 They amounted to nine, in stating which, with their confutation, three 
pages of Welders book is occupied. 
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ed. Upon this some of Boston departed from ihe assemblj, 
and came no more.^ 

After the errours condemned^ there were five points in ques- 
tion, between Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wheelwright on the one 
part^ and the rest of the elders on the other part, *which were 
after reduced to three,* and those after put into such expres- 
sions as Mr. Cotton and they agreed, but Mr. Wheelwright 
did not: 

1. The first was about our union with Christ. The question 
was, whether we were united before we had active faith. The 
consent was, that there was no marriage union with Christ be- 
fore actual faith, which is more than habitual. 

3. The second was, about evidencing justification §bj sanc- 
tification.§ The consent was, that some saving sanctifications 
(as faith, &c.) were coexistent, concurrent, and coapparcnt (or 
at least might be) with the witness of the Spirit always. 

3. That the new creature is not the person of a believer, 
but a body of saving graces in such a one ; and that Christ, as 
a head, doth enliven or quicken, preserve and act the same, but 
Christ himself is no part of this new creature. 

4. That though, in efiectual calling, (in which the answer of 
the soul is by active faith, wrought at the same instant by the 
Spirit,) justification and sanctification be all together in them ; 
yet God doth not justify a man, before he be efiectually called, 
and so a believer. 

6. That Christ and his benefits may be offered and exhibit- 
ed to a man under a covenant of works, but not in or by a 
covenant of works.^ 

In the first handling of these questions, either party deliver- 
ed their arguments in writing, which were read in the assem- 
bly, and, after, the answers to them, which spent much time 
without any effect ; but after they came to open dispute, the 
questions were soon determined ; for so they came to under- 
stand each other better. 

Mo. 7.] The last day of the assembly other questions 
were debated and resolved: 



1 Perhaps it mar seem reasonable, to doubt the asefulness of such a decla- 
rstioD of erroars, that might not, at least man j of them, hare entered into the 
heads of the speculatists, unless thej had been thus branded. But, '* His 
glorious sport, to see the engineer hoist with his own petard.^^ 

8 We must regret, rather than wonder, that consent in the faith, after a 
•ynod on high points of doctrine, not deduced simply, perhaps not deducible, 
from the seripturea, is |;enera]]j obtained by expressing the propositions in 
langoage, either unintelligible or designedly ambiguous. The peace of the 
«iiitrch is restorfd bj daiicnets. 
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1. That though women might meet (some few together) to 
pray and HedifyH one anotbek* ; yet such a set assembly, (as was 
then in practice at Boston,) where sixty or more did meet every 
week, and one woman (in a prophetical way, by resolving 
Questions of doctrine, and expounding scripture) took upon her 
the whole exercise, was agreed to be disorderly, and without 
rule,^ 

3. Though a private member might ask a question publick- 
ly, after sermon, for information ; yet this ought to be very 
wisely and ^parindy done, and that with leave of the elders : 
but questions of ||^reference,|| (then in use,) whereby the doc- 
trines delivered were reproved, and the elders reproached, 
and that with bitterness, &c., was utterly . condemned. 

3. That a person, refusing to come to the assembly, to abide 
the censure of the church, might be proceeded against, though 
absent ; yet it was held better, that the magistrates' help were 
called for, to compel him to be present. 

4. That a member, differing from the rest of the church in 
any opinion, which was not fundamental, ought not for that to 
forsake the ordinances there ; and if such did desire dismission 
to any other church, which was of his opinion, and did it for 
that end, the church whereof he was ought to deny it for the 
same end.' 

22.] The assembly brake up ; and it was propounded by 
the governour, that they would consider, that, seeing the Lora 
bad been so graciously present in this assembly, that matters 
had been carried on so peaceably, and concluded so comforta- 
bly in all love, &c., if it were not fit to have the like meeting 
once a year, or, at least, the next year, to settle what yet re- 
mained to be agreed, or if but to nourish love, &c. This mo- 
tion was well liked of all, but it was not thought fit to con- 
clude it.' 

||adfue|| H^blankll 

1 A prophetical way has been often followed, at mettings of women in 
Boiton, and is, I think, in our dajs, without censure. The conduct of the 
female assemblj in 16^, however, so much resembles party making, that the 
resolution of the synod is approved bj the editor, though it bears hard on his 
great, great, great, great grandmother. 

s Such resolutions as the two last must, bj modem Congregationalists, be 
bought very tyrannical ; and anv proceedings of churches conformable to 
them would be utterly disregarded by the aggrieved. The law would now 

Krotect one, instead of compelling him, in case of refusal to go to church to 
ear his own censure. 

3 General experience in Christendom, since the council at Jerusalem in 

. the days of the apostles, has shown, that, instead of tending to «' nmirisk 

lore,^* synods have served only to engender strife and debate, to read anew 
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There was a motion made also by the govemour, that, 
whereas there was difference among the churches about the 
maintenance of their ministers, it might be agreed what waj 
was most agreeable to the rule of the gospel ; but the elders 
did not like to deal in that, lest it should be said, that this 
assembly was gathered for their private advantage.^ 

36.] Mr. Davenport (as he nad been before requested bj 
the assembly) preached out of Phil. 3. 16, wherein belaid 
down the occasions of differences among Christians, Sic. and 
declared the effect and fruit of the assembly, and, with much 
wisdom and sound argument, persuaded to unity, &c. 

The diet of the assembly was provided at the country's 
charge, as also the fetching and sending back of those, which 
came from Connecticut. It came to. In all, [blank.^ 
[Large blank.] 

28.] Two men were hanged at Boston for several murders. 
The one, John Williams, a ship carpenter, who, being lately 
come into the country, and put in prison for theft, brake out of 
prison with one John Hoddy, ||whom,t| near the great pond, in 
the way to Ipswich, beyond Salem, he murdered, and took away 
his clothes and what else he had, and went in them to Ipswich, 
(where he had been sent to prison,) and was there again appre- 
hended ; and though his clothes were all bloody, yet he would 
confess nothing till, about a week after, that the body of Hoddy 
was found by the kine, who, smelling the blood, made such a 
roaring, as the cow keeper, looking about, found the deitid 
body covered with a heap of stones. 

The other, William Schooler, was a vintner in London, and 
had been a common adulterer, (as himself did confess,) and had 
wounded a man in a duel, for which he fled into the Low 
Country, and from thence he fled from his captain and came 
into this country, leaving his wife (a handsome, neat woman) in 
England. He lived with another fellow at Merrimack, and 

Hwhenll 

the seamlesfl ooat of their master, and in hit name to utter a new command- 
ment, that wen hate one another. If this first sjnod of New England pro- 
duced peace, as we cannot but acknowledge it did, it was bj the encourage- 
ment of the magistrate to the e?ange]ical process of banishment, which was 
soon inflicted by the civil arm, after the ecclesiastical head had failed in its 
remedies. 

1 This disinterested spirit of the assembly, when invited bj the chief 
ervU authoritj of the colony to consider of their own maintenance, must 
never be recollected without honour. gt p? ^ ».-•''''' ^ - 

* From the Colony Records, where we ought to. look, I am unable to 
supply this blank. ^ ^ 

SI VOL. I. 
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there beinff a poor maid at Newbury, one Mary Sholv, who 
bad desired a guide to go with her to her master, who clwelt at 
Pascataquack, he inquired her out, and agreed, for fifteen shill- 
ings, to conduct her thither. But, two days after, he returned, 
and, being asked why he returned^ soon, he answered, that 
he had carried her within two or three miles of the place, and 
then she would go no further. Being examined for this by the 
magistrates ||at|| Ipswich, and no proof found against him, he 
was let go« But, about a year after, being impressed to go 
against the Pequods, he gave ill speeches, for which the eover- 
nour sent warrant for him, and being apprehended, (and sup- 
posed it bad been for the death of the maid, H^someU spake what 
they had heard, which might occasion suspicion,) he was again 
examined, and divers witnesses produced about it. Whereupon 
he was committed, arraigned and condemned by due proceed- 
ing. The Ipefiectjl of the evidence was this : 

1. He bad ||^lived|| a vicious life, and now lived like an 
atheist. 

2. He had sought out the maid, and undertook to carry 
her to a place, where he had never been. 

3. When he crossed Merrimack, he landed in a place 
three miles from the usual path, from whence it was scarce 
possible she should get into the path. 

4. He said he went by Winicowett house, which he said 
stood on the contrary side of the way. 

5. Being, as Be said, within two or three miles of Swam- 
scote, ll^wherejl he left her, he went not thither to tell them of 
her, nor staid by her that night, nor, at his return home, did tell 
any bodv of her till he was demanded of her. 

6. When he came back, he had above ten shillings in his 
purse, and yet he said she would ^ivc him but seven shillings, 
and he carried no money with him. 

7. At his return he had some blood upon his hat, and on 
his skirts before, which he said was with a pigeon, which he 
killed. 

8. He had a scratch on the left side of his nose^ and, being 
asked by a neighbour how it came, he said it was with a 
bramble, which could not be, it being of the breadth of a small 
nail ; and bein^ asked after by the magistrate, he said it was 
with his piece, but that could not be on the left side. 

9. The body of the maid was found by an Indian, about 
half a year after, in the midst of a thick swamp, ten miles short 
of the place he said he left her in, and about three miles from the 
place where he landed by Merrimack^ (and it was after seen 

IKII ll«won|l ||3estote| ||<led|| IpwhenB 
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by the English,) the flesh being rotted off it, and the clothes 
laid all on an heap by the body. 

10. He said, that, soon after he left her, he met with a bear^ 
and he thought that bear might kill her, yet he would not go 
back to save her. 

1 1. He brake prison, and fled as far as Powder Horn Hill, 
and there hid himself out of the way, for fear of pursuit, and 
sifter, when he arose to go forward, he could not, but (as him- 
self confessed) was forced to return back to prison again. 

At his death he confessed he had made many lies to excuse 
himself, but denied that he had killed or ravished her. He 
was very loath to die, and had hope he should be reprieved ; 
but the court held him worthy of death, in undertaking the 
charge of a shiftless maid, and leaving her (when he might 
have done otherwise) in such a place, as he knew she must 
needs perish, if not preserved by means unknown. Yet there 
were some ministers and others, who thought the evidence not 
sufScient to take away his life.^ 

(8.) 7.] The Wren, a small pinnace, coming from Con- 
necticut, was taken in a N. E. storm, and forced to anchor near 
Conyhassett, where she drave upon the rocks, and was wreck- 
ed, but all the men were savea. 

13.] A day of thanksgiving kept in all the churches for 
Hour victoriesjl against the Pequods, and for the success of the 
assembly ; but, by reason of this latter, some of Boston would 
not be present at the publick exercises. The captains and sol- 
diers, who had been in the late service, were feasted, and, after 
the sermon, the magistrates and elders accompanied them to 
the door of the house where they dined. 
[Large blank.] 

(9.) 1.] Miantunnomoh, the Naragansett sachem, came 
to Boston. The governour, deputy and treasurer treated with 
him, and they parted upon fair terms. He acknowledged that 
all the Pequod country and Block Island were ours, and 

{>romised that he would not meddle with them but by our 
eave. We gave him leave to right himself for the |pwrong8,|| 
which IpJanemoh and Wequash Cook|| had done him ; and for 
the wrong they had done us, we would right ourselves in our 
own time. 
A young man, coming alone in a skiff from Newtown, 

||a victoryll ||9iDJi]rie8|| ||3J. and N. Cookg 

1 Doabfs might reasonably be entertained ; for the fint and last circam- 
stances, to saj nothing of more than half of the others, are of Tery anoertain 
tendeiicy. 
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in a N. E. storm of wind and snow, was found dead in his 
boat, with a half crown piece in bis moutb. 

One Jewell, master of a bark, was drowned. The manner 
was this. He was bound to the Isle of Sable, to relieve our 
men there. His bark had lain near a week at Natascott, wait- 
ing for him, but be staid at Boston drinking, and could not be 
gotten away. Mo. x. When he went, there was committed 
to his care a rundlet of strong water, sent to some there, he 

Eromising, that, upon his life, it sbould not be toucbed ; but, as 
e went down in nis bark's skifl^ he went on shore at the castle, 
and there drank out about a gallon of it, atyl at night went 
away ; but, it being ver^ cold and dark, they could not find 
their bark, and Jewell his hat failing into the water, as they 
were ||rowing|| back to look for it, be fell into the water, near 
the shore, where it was not six feet deep, and could not be re- 
covered. 

There was great hope, that the late general assembly would 
have bad some good effect in pacifying the troubles and dis- 
sensions about matters of religion ; but it fell out otherwise.^ 
For though Mr. Wheelwright and those of his party had been 

||coming|| 

1 Bj this generation an erroneous zeal for God in their fathers sbould be 
regarded with tenderneu. We are not mnch endangered in this respect by 
their example ; jet it is proper to look at their conduct, for it niaj be a 
warning. If the state bad left this obscure controversj, where it belonged, to 
the unsound heads but pure hearts of the deluded, it might soon have sub- 
sided in silence. Hutchinson, I. 73, thinks posterity might have been igno- 
rant that such a woman as his ancestor ever existed. The proceedings of the 
first council of Ephesus, A. D. 431, which condemned Nestorius and bis 
harmless errours, may be found inGibbon^s Decline and Fall, chap. XLVIl. 
Metaphysical doctrines then influenced, as they have often since, the con- 
cerns of the state, and the rights of citizens were judged by their opinions on 
religion ; while the supreme magistrate, instead of an impartial arbiter, be- 
came the furious leader or blind follower of tbe dominant faction. ^^ Ephesus, 
the city of tbe Virgin, was defiled with rage and clamour, with sedition and 
blood ; the rival synods darted anathemas and excommunications from their 
spiritual engines ; and. the court of Theodosius was perplexed by the adverse 
and contradictory narratives of the Syrian and Egyptian factions. During a 
busy period of three months, the emperour tried every method, except tbe 
most efiectual means of indifierence and contempt, to reconcile this theo- 
logical quarreT." 

llie deliberations at Ephesus terminated in the establishment of a dogma 
about the double nature of the founder of onr religion ; but this benefit, for 
which tbe unholy assembly has since been venerated under the title of the 
third oecumenical council, appears rather tbe result of passion than of argu* 
ment, and relies more on tbe fraud of man than tbe authority of scripture. 
Similar indecencies may not be found in the ecclesiastical assemblies of New 
England ; but there is some parallelism in the object and tbe result ; and the 
sarcasms of the adversary are in some degree justified. For seventeen cen* 
turies, tbe occasions to blaspheme ar? Mmost as numerous as the synods. 
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clearly confuted and confounded in the assembly, yet they 
persisted in their opinions, and were as busy in nourishing con^^ 
tentions (the principal of them) as before. Whereupon the 

feneral court, being assembled in the 2 of the 9th month, and 
nding, upon consultation, that two so opposite parties could 
not ||contain|| in the same body, without apparent hazard of 
ruin to the whole, agreed to send away some of the principal ; 
and for this a fair ^opportunity was offered by the remonstrance ' 
or petition, which they preferred to the court the 9th of the 
Ist month, wherein they affirm Mr. Wheelwright to be inno- 
cent, and that the court had condemned the truth of Christ, 
with divers other scandalous and seditious speeches, (as ap- 
pears at large in the proceedings^ of this court, which were 
faithfully collected and published soon after the court brake 
up,) subscribed by more than sixty of that faction, whereof one 
ipWilliamJl Aspinwall, being one, and he that drew the said pe- 
tition, being then sent as a deputy for Boston, was for the 
same dismissed, and after called to the court and disfranchised 
and banished.^ John Coggeshall was another deputy, who, 

i|cot)tinae|| IP>fr.|| 

^ Pretence would have been as proper a word as opportunity^ and a 
Strang pretence it seems. If bj the remonstrance an indignity were offered 
to the March court, by all mles of proceeding, either of reason or pracrtice, 
the same body, and not another, should have passed its animadversion on the 
contempt. Yet a new court was chosen in May, and held, as our author 
shows, a second session in August, without taking any notice of the previous 
offence. Perhaps it might have been imprudent to punish, before Sir H. 
Vane and Lord Ley departed ; and such a probable inference is fortified by a 
passage in Welders preface. There was still another general court, in Sep- 
tember after the dissolution of the synod, and Aspinwall was a member of 
that court ; yet, though it must have been known, that the foul spirit exhibit- 
ed in the petition was not purged away by the scientifick confutation, the 
sleeping honour of the March legislature remained without vindication. 

9 Unless my opinions be as much perverted by prejudice as those of the 
majority of the court appear to me, this account of the remonstrance is very 
unjust ; but that every reader may form his own judgment' of this ^^ seditious 
lib^l,^^ as it was called by authoritv, 1 have transcribed it (rota Welde, 
p. 23 — ^25, and given it a place in the Appendix. ^ 

' The petition was suddenlv drawn up, as the audience withdrew from the 
court, after their censure of Wheelwright ; and sentence of banishment was 
passed on Aspinwall, before it was known that he was the penman. Welde, 32, 
considers it ^^ an overruling hand of Ood ; for, the next day^ it was discovered, 
that he was the man that did frame the petition, and drew many to subscribe 
to it, and some had their names put to it without their knowledge, and in his 
first draught there were other passages so foul, as he was forced to put them 
out, and yet many had not subscribed but upon his promise, that it should not 
be delivered without advice of Mr* Cotton, which was never done.^' Perhaps 
the pesiaees erased before presenting were an aggravation of the crime in the 
opinion of the reverend casuist, whose judgment is so blinded by passion, that 
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though his hand ||were|| not to the petition, yet, professing hiin'> 
self to approve of it, &c* was also dismissed, and after disfran- 
chised. Then the court sent warrant to Boston to send other 
deputies in their room ; but they intended to have sent the 
same men again ; but Mr. Cotton, coming amongst them, dis* 
suaded them with much ado.^ Then the court sent for Mr. 
Wheelwright, and, he persisting to justify his sermon, and his 
whole practice and opinions, and refusing to leave either the 
place or his publick cxercisings, he was disfranchised and ban- 
ished. Upon which he appealed to the king, but neither called 
witnesses, nor desired any act to be made of it. The court 
told, him, that an appeal did not |plie ;|| for by the king's grant 
we had power to hear and determine without any reservation, 
&:c. So he relinquished his appeal^ and the court gave him 
leave to go to his house, upon his promise, that, if he were not 
gone out of ||^ur|| jurisdiction within fourteen days, he would 
render himself to one of the magistrates.^ 

The court also sent for Mrs. Hutchinson, and charged her 
with divers matters, as her keeping two publick lectures every 
week in her house, whereto sixty or eighty persons did usually 
resort, and for reproaching roost of the ministers (viz. all ex- 
cept Mr. Cotton) for not preaching a covenant of free grace, 
and that they had not the seal of the Spirit, nor were able 
ministers of the New Testament ; which were clearly proved 
against her, though she sought to shift it off. And, after many 
speeches to and fro, at last she was so full as she could not "^ 
contain, but vented her revelations ; amongst which this was 
one, that she had it revealed to her, that she should come into 
New England, and should here be ||Ycrsecuted,|| and that God ^ 

llwaall ||91ay|| ||3Uie|| ||4pre«ented|| 

he seems an anfortunate advocate, rather than an impartial reporter. Of the 
misrepresentation about Cotton, and of the forged signatures, no light is obtain- 
ed from "Wintiirop or the publick records. 

1 Coddington was the other representative of Boston, and probably did not 
sign the remonstrance ; yet he approved it, I suppose, as much as Coggeshall. 
In place of Aspinwall and Coggeshall, the Town Records inform us, that, 
6 November, William Colbronand John Oliver were chosen ; but, at the same 
court, the latter was *' dismissed from being a deputy for ju8tif)ring the se- 
ditious libel, called a remonstrance or petition." Col. Rec. I. 203. The 
town had spirit enough to forbear further exercise of their right for that ses- 
sion ; but Oliver and Hough, who was of the same party, were members of 
the two following courts. This John Oliver, 1 presume, was brother of 
Thomas, the ruling elder. 

3 Hubbard, 368, almost confesses, that the government ^^ had overdone in 
passing the sentence.**^ This treacherous candour, had Wheelwright di^ 
thirty years sooder, might not have been observed, 
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would ruin us and our posterity, and the whole slate, for the 
same. So the court proceeded and banished her ; hut, because 
it was winter, they committed her to a private house,^ where 
she was well provided, and her own friends and the elders 
permitted to go to her, but none else. 

The court called also Capt. Underhill, and some five or 
six more of the principal, whose hands were to the said peti- 
tion ; and because they stood to justify it, they were disfran- 
chised, and such as had publick places were put from them.* 

The court also ordered, that the rest, who had subscribed 
the petition, (and would not acknowledge their fault, and which 
near twenty^ of them did,) and some others, who had been 
chief stirrers in these contentions, &c* should be disarmed. 
This troubled some of them very much, especially because 
they were to bring them in themselves ; but at last, when they 
saw no remedy, they obeyed.* 

I It will be seen, a few pages onward, that this honse was in Rozbnrj. 
The Colony Record of her banishment, I. 203, informs us, that she ^^ was . 

committed to Mr. Joseph Welde," probably one of the deputies from that r 

town, and 'brother of the clergyman there, Thomas, the sad historian of the 
controTersy, who had shown himself suffioientlv desirous of convincing her of 
her erronrs, abd was not a little soured by his ill success. 

9 Underhill excused himself, like a soldier, but in vain. ^^ He insisted 
mnch,**^ says Welde, ^^ upon the liberty which all states do allow to military 
offic^CS^for free speech, &c. and that himself had spoken sometimes as freely 
to Count Nassau.** 

3 Only /en names of those, who '' acknowledged their sin in subscribing 
the seditious writing, and desired to have their names crossed out,** are found 
in the Records of that session ; and one of //Um, Ralph Mousall, a represen- 
tative at the court in September, 1638, '^ for speeches formerly spoken by 
him in approbation of Mr. Wheelwright, was dismissed from being a member 
of this court.** Rec. I. 227. We are left then to the supposition, that the 
govemonr enlarge^ the number of the converts, or else that, at a future day, 
when the violence of party was assuaged, reconciliation with the ofTcnded 
majesty of a difftrenl court was encouraged, without noticing the fact in their 
proceedings. Yet there is entered, so late as 13 May, 1640, the submission of 
" Mr. Henry Flint.'* But the victory over him was well deserving of notice, 
as he was ' a distinguished' young man, then chosen minister at Braintree, 
where his settlement, which should have taken place at the same time with 
Thomson's, 24 September, 1639, was delayed till 17 March after. No doubt 
this postponement was, to afford him liberal opportunity for this recantation. 
The commendation of him by Johnson, lib. I. c. 37, and agpin, lib. 11. c. 18, 
for his industry against the same ^ sinful opinions** appears, to us who know 
the whole, rather ludicrous. Mather's biography of Flint, Magnalia, 111. c. 19-, 
is remarkable, even in him, for its nothingness. 

< In no part of the history of any of the United States, perhaps, can a pa- 
rallel t>e found for this act, the remarkable circumstances of which justify a 
long transcript from the Colony Records, vol. I. 207 — 8. 

^ Whereas the opinions and revelations of Mr. Wheelewright and Mrs. 
Hutchinson have seduced, and led into dangerous erroun,^ many of the people 
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All the proceeding of this court against the^e persons were 
set down at large, with the reasons and other observations, and 



beare in Newe England, insomuch as there is jast canse of suspition, that thejr^ 
as others in German j, in former times, may, upon some revelation, make some 
suddaine irruption upon those that differ from them in judgment : for [pre- 
vention whereof, it is ordered, that all those, whose names are underwritten, 
shall, (upon warning given or left at their dwelling houses,) before the 30th 
daj of this month of November, deliver in at Mr. Cane^s house at Boston all 
such guns, pistols, swords, powder, shot and match, as tbej shall bee owners 
of, or have in their custody, upon paine of tenn pound for evrj default to bee 
made thereof; which armes are to bee kept bj Mr. Cane till this court shall 
take further order therein. Also it is ordered, upon like penalty of X j^ that 
no man, who im to render his armes by this order, bhall buy or borrow any 
guns, swords, pistols, powder, 'shot or match, untill this court shall take fur- 
ther order therein." 

^^ The names of' Boston men to bee dnarraed : Capt. John Underbill, Mr. 
Thomas Oliver, William Hutchinson, William Aspinwall, Samuel Cole, Wil- 
liam Dyer, Edward Rainsfoard, John Button, John Sanfoard, Richard 
Cocke, Richard t'airbanks, Thomas Marshall, Oliver Mellows, Samuel Wil- 
bore, John Oliver, Hugh Gunnison, John Biggs, Richard Gridley, fid- 
ward Bates, William Dinely, William Litherland, Mathewe lyans, Henry 
Elkins, Zaccheus Bosworth, Robert Rice, William Townsend, Robert Hull, 
William Fell, Richard Hutchinson, James Johnson, Thomas Savage, John 
Davy, George Burden, John Odlin, Gamaliel Wayte, Edward Hutchinson, 
William Wilson, Isaack Grosse, Richard Carder, Robert Hardings, Rich- 
ard Wayte, John Porter, Jacob Eliot, James Penniman, Thomas Wardell, 
William Wardell, Thomas Matson, William Baulston, John Compton, Mr. 
Parker, William Freeborn, Henry Bull, John Walker, William Salter, Ed- 
ward Bendall, Thomas Wheeler, Mr Clarke, Mr. John Coggeshall.*^ 

^^ The like order is taken for other towns, changing the names of thoae 
who shall deliver th^ir armes, and keepe them. 

^^ The names ofaalem men to bee disarmed : Mr. Scrugs, Mr. Alfoot, Mr. 
Commins, goodman Robert Moulton, goodman King, to deliver their arms to 
Leift. Dam fort. 

^^The names of Neweberry men to bee disarmed are Mr. Dummer, Mr. 
Easton, Mr. Spencer, to bee delivered to the cuustable of the towne. 

^^ The names of Roxberry men to bee disarmed are Mr. Edward Denbon^ 
Richard Morris, Richard Bulgar and William Denison, Philip Sherman, to 
bee delivered to goodman^ Johnson. 

^^ The names of Ipswich^ men to bee disarmed are Mr. Foster and Samuel 
Sherman, which are to deliver their armes to Mr. Bartholomewe. 

^^ The names of Charlestowne men to bee disarmed are Mr. George Bun- 
ker and James Browne, who are to deliver their armes to goodman Thomas 
Line." 

^^ It was ordered, that if any that are to bee disarmed acknowledge their 
sinn in subscribing the seditious libell, or do not justify it, but acknow- 
ledge it evill to two magistrates, they shall bee thereby freed from deliver- 
ing in their armes according to the former order." 

^^ The towne of Roxberry is required to take order for the safe custody of 
Mrs. Hutchinson, and if any charge arise, to be defrayed by her bus- 
band." 

The (iill and overflowing measure of an honourable and Christian revenge, 
for this indignity to the lineal ancestor of the editor, was enjoyed by bun, 
little more than thirty-seven yean after, when he was commander in chief of 
all the Matsaci^Qsetts forces, ia the begiiming of King Pbilip^s war, and the 
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were seot into England to be published there, to the end that 
*aU* our ffodljr friends might not be discouraged from coming 
to us, &c J 

After this, many of the church of Bost6n, being highly of- 
fended with the govemour for this proceeding, were earnest 
with the elders to have him called to account for it ; but they 
were not forward in it, and himself, understanding their intent, 
thought fit to prevent such a publick disorder, and so took oc- 
casion to speak to the congregation to this effect : 

1. That if he had been called, &x:. he would have desired, 
first, to have advised with the elders, whether the church had 
power to call in question the proceedings of the civil court. 

2. He would have consulted with the rest of the court, 
whether he might discover the Hcounselsjl of the court to this 
assembly. 

3. Though he knew, that the elders and some others did 
know, that the church could not inquire into the justice and 
proceedings of the court, &c. ; yet, for the |psatisfaction|| of such 
as did not, and were willing to be satisfied, he would declare 
his mind herein. 

4. He showed, that, if the church had such power, the^ 
must have it from Christ, but Christ had disclaimed it in his 
practice |pand|| by rule, as Luke [blank,] Matt, [blank ;1 and the 
scripture holds not out any rule or example for it; and though 
Christ's kingly power be in his church, yet that is not that 
kingly power whereby he is King of kings and Lord of lords, 
for by that kings reign and princes, &c. It is true, indeed, tbat 
magistrates, as they are church members, are accountable to 
the church for their failings, but that is when they are out of 
their calling; for we have examples of the highest magistrates 
in the same kind, as Uzzia, when he would go offer incense in 
the temple, the officers of the church called him to account, 

HcoDcemsll ^^sanctificationy ||3a8|| 

blood of his 80D8 waf shed for his country. He was of the council in 1680, 
and until his deaUi, 14 February, 1682. 

Another of these disarmed gentlemen, Edward Hutchinson, son of the 
prophetess, and brother-in-law of Savage, fell in battle, the same year, in an 
honourable rank. His will is in our Probate Records, toI. VI. 95. His son, 
the Hon. Elisha Hutchinson, who died 10 December, 1717, aged 77, was 
(ather of Hon. Thomas, bom 30 January, 1674, who died 3 December, 1739. 
This last was father of Thomas, bom 9 September, 1711, H. C. 1727, the 
celebrated historian and unhappy goveraour of Massachusetts, who died 
3 June, 1780. Of this latter Eliot gives an account more full and judicious 
than of any other in his admirable volume. 

1 In the margin is written, " This was printed by Mr. Wells about ieven 
yean after.^^ The misrepresentation of the author^s name is strange. 

32 VOL. I. 
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^nd withstood him. Bat when Asa put a prophet in prison, 
and when Salam put out Abiathar from the priesthood, (the 
one being a good act and the other ill,) yet the oncers of the 
church did not call either of them to account for iu If a 
magistrate shall, in a private way, take away a man^s goods or 
bis servant, &c* the church may call him to account for it ; but 
if he doth thus in pursuing a course of justice, (though the 
thing be unjust,) yet be is not accountable, &x. 

5. For himself, he did nothing in the cases of the brethren, 
but bv the advice and direction of our teacher and other of 
the elders. For in the oath, which was administered to him 
and the rest, &c. there was inserted, by his advice, this clause, — 
In all causes wherein you are to give your vote, &xr. you are 
to give your vote as in your judgment and conscience you 
shall see to be most for the publick good, &c. ; and so for his 
part he was persuaded, that it would be most for the glory of 
God, and the publick good, to pass sentence as they did. 

6. He would give them one reason, which was ||a|| ground 
for his judgment, and that was, for that he saw, that those 
brethren, &c. were so divided from the rest of the country in 
their judgment and practice, as it could not stand with the 
publick peace, that they should continue amongst us. So, by 
the example of Lot in Abraham^s family, and after Hagar and 
Ishmael, he saw they must be sent away.^ 

Mo. 11.] The church at Roxbury dealt with' divers of 
their members, (who had their hands to the petition,) and spent 
m^ny days in publick meetings to have brought them to see 
their sin in that, as also in the corrupt opinions, which they 
held, but could not prevail with them. So they proceeded to 
two or three admonitions, and, when all was in |pvain,|| they cast 
them out of the church. In their dealing with them, they took 
some of them in plain lies and other foul distempei*s« 

[Blank.] 

9.] Divers of the elders went to Weymouth, to reconcile 
the differences between the people and Mr. *Jenner, whom 
Ijthell ||auDioD|[ ^__ 

1 That such examples from the private history of the Jewish patriarcbt 
were alleged as justification of the intolerance of the ruling partj, should not 
lessen our esteem of the general prudence of Winthrop, which, on the main 
subject of inquiry before the church, is exhibited with great happiness, cuid 
must have satisfied, or silenced, all opponents. 

2 Thomas Jenner remained not long at Weymouth, though he represented 
the town in general court, May, 1640 ; for, in Hutchinson^s Coll. 1 1 1, is a letter, 
and a good one, from him, early in 1641, at Saco. He had been made free of 
the colony 8 December, 1636. Lechford, 45, speaks of him as residing in 
Maine. Weymottth seems to have been peculiarly unfortunate in its minis- 
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they had called thither with intent to have him their pastor. 
They had good success of their prayers. 

13*] About thirty persons of Boston going out in a fair day 
to Spectacle Jsland to cut wood, (the town being in great want 
thereof,^) the next ni^ht the wind rose so high at N. E. with 
snow, and after at N. W. for two days, and then it froze so 
hard, as the bay was all frozen up, ||save|| a little channel* In 
this twelve of them gate to the Governour's Garden, and 
seven more were carried in the ice in a small skiflf out at 
Broad Sound, and kept among Brewster^s Rocks, without food 
or fire, two days, and then, the wind forbearing, they gate to 
Pullin Point, to a little house there of Mr. Aspenwall's. Three 
of them gate home the next day over the ice, but their hands 
and feet frozen. Some lost their fingers and toes, and one 
died. The rest went from Spectacle Island to the main, but 
two of them fell into the ice, yet recovered again. 

In this extremity of weather, a small pinnace was cast away 
upon Long Island by Natascott, but the men were ||^saved,|| and 
came home upon the ice. 

[Large blank.] 

16.] The powder and arms of the country, which were 
kept at Boston, were, by order of the last court, carried to Rox-r 
bury and Newtown.^ 

This year a plantation was begun at Tccticult by a gen- 
||ezcept|| ||9found|| 

ten, the first five having a]] been transplanted. Hull, Jenner and Lenthall, 
appear in this History ; Newman removed to Rehoboth ; and when they were 
happy with Thacher, in the second generation, he was, in 1669, transferred to 
Boston. I presume Jenner went home to England ; for, in Hasa^d, II, 78, a 
letter of Edward Winslow, London, t7 April, 1651, speaks of a purchase of 
his library for Harvard College, he being poor, and then living in Norfoll^. 

1 It may see^i strange, that a scarcity of wood should occur so soon after 
the settlement of the town ; but we must remember its narrow dimensions 
within the peninsula, and presume that none was bropght in from the coun- 
try. 6v the accident which befel one of elder Oliver^s sons cutting wood on 
the neck in January, 1632 — 3) we see there was then wood enough for the 
occasions ofthe people ; and the Town Records, for three or four years later, 
contain frequent regulations of the manner and quantity in which the inhabi- 
tants might there be supplied. The forest was tioie probably exhausted, and in 
a letter, giving an account of the same disaster recorded in the text, the gover- 
nonr says to his son, ^^ we at Boston were almost ready to break up for want 
of wood," Still there was plenty on the islands in the harbour. The con- 
tinaance of our city has never been materially endangered since 1637 for 
want of fuel. 

9 We can assign no other reason Pot this measure than the religious opin<> 
ions of the majority of Boston, by which the condition of the oth^r party was 
rendered unsafe. As their faith was so unsound as to require the government 
to disann them, there was little need of powder in the magazine. ^ ^ 
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tiewoman, an ancient maid, one Mrs. *Poole. She went late 

thither, and endured much hardship, and lost much cattlct 

Called, after, Taunton.' 

[Blank.] ^^^ 

1 She wai probably enooaraged in her perilont undertaking by the Rev. 
William Hooke, who wai the spiritual guide of the new settlement until he 
removed to New Haven. This was no long time, jet it is variously given, as 
are also the circumstances of ordination or installation, by Trumbull, I. S80, 
886,296,493. 

Hooke was ttaeher at New Haven, after the return of Samuel Eaton, but 
went home in 1656. I presume both of them were overshadowed by the 

Sowers of Davenport, the pastor. Yet the talents of Hooke were respecta- 
le, A very interesting letter from him to Winthrop of Connecticat, abont 
the private intrigues and difficulties of Cromwell, with whom he was in great 
favour, is preserved in 3 Hist. Coll. !• 181, from vol. XIX. of Trumbull MSS. 
Whalley, the regicide, was, I find from MS., brother of his wife, which cir- 
cumstance may partly account for the devotion shown to him and Oofle at 
New Haven. Hooke died 21 March, 1667, says Trumbull, but Mather 
makes it 1678. 

In the Records of Taunton proprietors, which I have examined, in setting 
out Mrs. Poolers lot. May, 1639, reference is made to Hookers lot She was, 
I think, accompanied by some relatives ; for in the town books is found, 
^^ Timothy Poole, the son of Mr. William Poole, died the 15th of December, 
1667, He was drowned in a little pond at Nesquabinausit, where it was 
thought he did swim in after a goose, which he had shot.^^ In this most an* 
cient town of Bristol county, the curious traveller may see a fair slab, for- 
merly laid over the grave of this virgin mother of Taunton, now removed tq 
the congnon burial ground, having this inscription : 

^^ Here rest the remains 

of Mrs. Elisabkth Poo^, 

a native of Old England, 

of ^d family, friends and prospects, 

all which she left, in the prime of her life, 

to enjoy the religion of her conscience 

in this distant wilderness ; 

a great proprietor of the township 

of Taunton, 

a chief promoter of its settlement 

and its incorporation 1639—- 40, 

pbofit which time she settled near this spot; 

and, having employed the opportunity 

of her virgin state 

in piety, liberality, 

and sanctity of manners, 

died. May 21st, A. D. 1654, aged 65 ; 

to whose memory , 

this monument is gratefully erecte<l 

by her next of kin, 

Jphn Borland, Esquire, 

A. D. 1771. »' 

^ A town so early settled as Taunton should have some history ; and as it 
is not included in Princess list of deficiencies, I presume, that, in the immense 
collection of that most diligent anticjuary, three fourths of a century since, 
pne was contained, but now gone, with fail other MS. treasores, to the wind* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1637.] JOHN WINTHROP. 253 

Another plantation was begun (and called Sandwich) about 
fifteen mileB beyond PUmouth, towards Cape Cod, by many 
families, which removed from Sagus, otherwise Lynn.^ 

[Blank.] 

Upon occasion of the censures of the court upon Mrs. 
Hutchinson and others, divers other foul errours were discover- 
cd, which had been secretly carried by way of inquiry, but 
after were maintained by Mrs. Hutchinson and others ; and so 
many of Boston were tainted with them, as Mr. Cotton, finding 
how he had been abused, and made (as himself sSid) their 
stalking horse, (for they pretended to hold nothing but what 
Mr. Cotton held, and himself did think the same,) did spend 
most of his time, both publickly and privately, to discover 
those errours, and to reduce such as were gone astray. And 
also the madstrates, calling together such of the elders as 
were near, did spend two days in consulting with them about 
the way to help the growing evils. 

Some of the secret opinions were these : 

That there is no inherent righteousness in a child of God. 

That neither absolute nor conditional ||promises|| belong to 
a Christian. 

That we are not bound to the law, not as a rule, &c. 

That the Sabbath is but as other days. 

That the soul is mortal, till it be united to Christ, and then 
it is annihilated, and the body also, and a new given by 
Christ. 

That there is no resurrection of the body. 

[Very large blank.] 

Mo. 12.] Divers gentlemen and others, bein^ joined in a 
military company, desired to be made a corporation, &c. But 
the council, considering (from the example of the Pretorian 
band among the Romans, and the Templars in Europe) how 
dangerous it might be to erect a standing authority of military 
men, which might easily, in time, overthrow the civil power, 
thought fit to stop it betimes. Yet they were allowed to be 
a company, but subordinate to all authority.' 

^___ IIPf*Me«ll • 

or the flamei. The first Tolume of Bristol conntj^s Registrj of Deeds con- 
tains a more recent confirmation of lands of Titicnt, purchased in 1637, by 
Mrs. Poole, in behalf of the town of Taunton. 

1 If no other lorer of the things of old will undertake to set in order the 
annals of Sandwich, the publick may well expect the favour from the histori- 
an of Plimouth. The possession of the faculty is evidence of the call to such 
fi work. 

9 A reason for this jealousy will appear in the coune of a few paragraphs 
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About this time the Indians, which were in our families, 
were much frighted with Hohbamock (as they call the devil)" 
appearing to them in divers shapes, and persuading them to 
forsake the English, and not to come at the assemblies, nor to 
learn to read, &c. 

26.] Mr. Peirce, in the Salem ship, the Desire, returned 
from the West Indies after seven months. He had been at 
Providence, and brought some cotton, and tobacco, and ne> 
groes,^ &c. §from thence,§ and salt from Tertugos. Dry fish and 
strone liquors are the only commodities for those parts. He 
met there two men-of-war, set forth by the lords, &c. of Provi- 
dence with letters of mart, who had taken divers prizes from 
the Spaniard, and many negroes. 

Mo. 1.] While Mrs. Hutchinson continued at Roxbury, 
divers of the elders and others resorted to her, and finding 
her to persist in maintaining those gross errours beforemen- 
tioned, and many others, to the number of thirty or thereabout^ 
some of them wrote to the church at Boston, offering to make 
proof of the same before the church, &c. 16 ; whereupon she 
was called, (the magistrates being desired to give her license 
to come,) and the lecture was appointed to begin at ten. (The 
general court being then at Newtown, the governour and the 
treasurer, being members of Boston, were permitted to come 
down, but the rest of the court continued at Newtown.) 
When she appeared, the errours were read to her. The 
first was, that the souls of men are mortal by generation, but, 
after, made immortal by Christ's purchase. This she main- 
tained a long time ; but at length she was so clearly convinced 
by reason and scripture, and the whole church agreeing that 
sufficient had been delivered for her conviction, that she yield- 
ed she had been in an errour. Then they proceeded to three 



onward ; but this company, now known as the Ancient and Honourable Ar- 
tillery, soon triumphed over such scruples, and has enjoyed, in a remarkable 
manner, the countenance of the government of colony^ provmce and cam- 
mon wealth. The History of this militar^r band was published, in 1820, by 
Zechariah G. Whitman, Esq. Keayne, its first captain, was orthodox, aa 
we see from the order in a preceding note, page 248, that the arms of the dis- 
affected of Boston were ordered to be surrendered at his house. His creed 
was more correct than his practice, on which a few remarks by the histori- 
an, and some exemplification by the editor, will appear. 

1 Perhaps the nnavoidable conclusion from this passage is, that slaves 
were brought here for sale. It was an unhappy exchange for the Indians — 
fifteen boys and two women^ — he had carried out, (see page 234 ;) though per- 
haps the blacks were happier than their red brethren. A few years later, we 
shall see a very honourable testimony of our fathers against the horrible 
practice of taking the negroes from their native land. 
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Other errours: J. That there was no resurrection of these 
^}odies, and that these bodies were not united to Christ, but 
every person united hath a new body, &€• These were also 
clearly confuted, but yet she held her ||own ;|| so as the church 
(all but two of her sons) agreed she should be admonished, 
and because her sons would not agree to it, they were admo* 
Dished also«^ 



1 Bating what is iDcoinprebensible, and may be rejected rather as nonsense 
than beresj, we should easily imagine, that a construction in the mildest 
sense would have found little damnable errour in these opinions. It was well 
that the projector of such novelties was not branded as an atheist, or Sad- 
ducee, denying the resurrection and future life altogether. Controrersialists 
easily impute to the dogmas of their opponents consequences drawn only by 
the imputers, and then fasten on the new doctrines the opprobrium of their 
false inferences. 

The doctrine of resurrection of the body, apparently of heathen origin, 
though incautiously asserted in words by Christians of many communions, I 
am glad to find so early disputed in Massachusetts. The materialists have 
indeed the majority on tbcir side from a very early age of our religion, the 
Author and Finisher of which, in giving instruction to the poor, deemed it un- 
necessary to explain, what could hardly, in those times, be made intelligible, 
— ihe manner of exbtence in the future state. This part of the creed is not 
taught in the scriptures. But, in his first letter to the church of Corinth, 
XV. 35—51, the greatest of the apostles has illustrated, as far as the original 
and acquired ignorance of his correspondents could receive the explanation, 
the subject of a resurrection in a manner perfectly consistent with the re* 
fined intellectual philosophy of the spiritualists. Yet he strongly marks the 
folly of the question, ^^ How are the dead raised, and with what bodies do 
they come ?" 

Hatehinion, I. 42S, in a note to his chap. 6, which treats of the Indians, 
quotes Roger Williams as saying, ^^ that when he had discoursed of the crea- 
tion., of the soul, of the danger of it, and the saving of it, they assented ; but 
when he spake of the resurrection of the body, they cried out. We wiU never 
believe this.^^ On that passage a gentleman, distinguished in the civil history 
of our country in its latest age, had made a remark like this : ^^ This doc- 
trine of the resurrection of the body is, it seems, so absurd as to stagger even 
the credulity of Indians.'^ Having sent to Washington, for the purpose of 
verifying this quotation, I find, from my friend^s reply, that the words ^^ had 
Sten most carefxdly scrtached out with a penknife,^^ To me it seems a proof 
of more timid than useful friendship. 

The future restoration of the Jlesh^ as well as the soul, though asserted by 
speculative expounders of our religion in the second or tJiird age after the 
apostles, did not become a necessary symbol of faith before th*i middle of the 
fourth century. A dignitary of the church of England, higher in learning 
than station, left, to be published after his death, ^^ An Enquiry when the 
Resurrection of the Body, or Flesh, was first inserted into the publick Creeds,^^ 
London, 1757. When the reader learns, tnat A. A. Stkks was the author, 
he will need no other recommendation of this modest tract. 

A profound and original philosopher, to whom revelation owes much for 
his aid, in ^^The Light of Nature Pursued,^* vol. HI. 425, ofiers a striking 
observation, which shall close this note: ^^As to the vulgar notion of a 
resurrection in the same form and substance we carry about at present, the 
various ways in which it has been expounded, and many difficulties raised 
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Mr. Cotton pronounced the sentence of admonition witii 

Epeat solemnity, and with much zeal and detestation of 
er errours and pride of spirit. The assembly continued till 
eight at night, and all did acknowledge the special presence of 
God's spirit therein ; and she was appointed to appear again 
the next lecture day. 

While the general court sate, there came a letter, directed 
to the court, from John KSreene of Providence, who, not long 
before, had been imprisoned and fined, for saying that the 
magistrates had usurped upon the power of Christ in his 
church, and had persecuted Mr. Williams and another, whom 
they had banished for disturbing the peace by divulging their 
opinions against the authority of the magistrates, &c. ; but upon 
bis submission, &c. his fine was remitted ; and now, by his let* 
ler, he retracted bis former submission, and charged the court 
es he had done before. Now, because the court knew, that 
divers others of Providence were of the same ill affection to 
the court, and were probably suspected to be confederate in 
the same letter, the court ordered, that, if anv of that planta- 
tion were found within our jurisdiction, he should be brought 
before one of the magistrates, and if he would not disclaim the 
charge in the said letter, he should be sent home, and charged 
to come no more into thi3 jurisdiction, upon pain of imprison- 
ment and further censure. 

At this court, divers of our chief military officers, who had 
declared themselves favourers of the familistical persons and 
opinions, were sent for, and being told, that the court having 



upon them aU, sufficiently declare it untenable : and the reason ordinarily 
given, because the body, being partaker in the deed, ought to share in the 
reward, as well requires a resurrection of the sword a man murders with, 
or the bank ipote he gives to charitable uses ; for our mind is the sole 
agent, and our hands are as much inst^ments as any thing we hold is 
them." 

1 He is, probably, the same gentleman, of whom much will be found 
in our second volume, as a chief planter of Warwick, with Gorton and 
Holden; and from whom the highly respectable family in Rhode Island, 
of which was the celebrated General Greene, derives its descent. Like 
most other dweUers in that colony, he was subject to vexation from our 
government; for, in the Record of proceedings at our court, 1 August, 
1637, 1 observe, ^^ Mr. John Greene of New Providence, having spoken 
against the magistrates contemptuously, stands bound, in one hundred marks, 
to appear at the next quarter court to be held the first Tuesday of the 
7th month ensuing ;" and on 19tb of that month he was fined £S0, and 
forbid to come into this jurisdiction on pain of fine and imprisonment. 
His religious opinions seem not to have attracted the wrath of heaven to 
shorten his days, for he was deputy govemour of the heterodox colony in 
1700. See Callender, 35, 37, 43, 93. 
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jBome jealousy of them for the same, and therefore did desire 
some HgoodH satisfaction firom then, they did iDgenuously ac- 
knowledge, how they had been deceived and misled by the 
Cetence, which Ipwasjl held forth, of advancing Christ, and de^ 
sing the creature, Ice. which, since, they had found to be 
otherwise, and that their opinions and practice |ptended|| to dis- 
turbance and delusions ; and so blessed God, that had so timely 
discovered their errour and danger to them* 

At this court, a committee was appointed, of some magis- 
tratea, some ministers, and some others, to compile a body of 
fundamental laws* 

Also the elders (who had been requested to deliver their 
judgments poncerning the law of adultery, about which three 
had been kept long in prison) returned their answer, with the 
reasons thereof, to this effect: That, if the law had been suflfi* 
cicntly pu'blished, they ought to be put to death. Where- 
upon the court, considering that there had been some ||^defect|| 
in that point, and especially for that it had been oft questioned 
among the deputies and others, whether that law were of force 
or not, being made by the court of assistants by allowance of 
the general court ; therefore it was thought safest, that these 
three persons should be whipped and banished '^ and the law 
was confirmed and publisheo* 

The Castle Island being found to be very chargeable to 
mabtain the garrison there, and of little use, but only to have 
some command of ships, which should come hither with passen- 
gers, &c. there was a committee appointed to dispose of the am- 
munition there, &c,' 

S3.] Mrs. Hutchinson appeared again ; (she had been licens- 
ed by the court, in regard she had given hope of her repent- 
ance, to be at Mr. Cotton's house, that both he and Mr. Daven- 
port might have the more opportunity to deal with her ;) and 
the articles being again read to her, and her answer required, she 
delivered it in writing, wherein she made a retractation of near 
all, but with such explanations and chrcumstances as gave no sat- 
isfaction to the church ; so as she was required to speak further 
to them. Then she declared, that it was just with God to leave 
llgeDeralll ||9had been|| |pled|| ||4di8pute|| 

1 On pain of death for retorning, the Colony Record has it. 

S The rate levied bj tbii court, of J&1600, shows a considerable varianoe 
iVom the proportions in Auf^st precedmg : Boston, £233. 10 ; Ipswich, £\dO\ 
Salem, £172.10 ; Dorchester, £140 ; Charlestown, £138 « Roxburj, £115; 
Watertown, £110 ; Newtown,£l06 ; Ljnn, £105; Newbnrr, £75 ; Med- 
ford, £52.10; Hin^an, £36; Wejnootb, £27; and Mr. Thfophihis 
Eaton, £20. 

33 VOL. r. 
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her to herself, as he had done, for her sh'ghting his ordinances, 
both magistracy and ministry ; *and confessed, that what she 
had spoken against the magistrates at the court (by way of 
revelation) was rash and ungrounded ; and desired the church to 
pray for her. This gave the church good hope of her repent- 
ance ; but when she was examined about some particulars, as 
that she tiad denied inherent righteousness, &c. she affirmed 
that it was never her judgment ; and though it was proved by 
many testimonies, that she had been of that judgment, and so 
had persisted, and maintained it by argument against divers, yet 
she iitipudently persisted in her affirmation, to the astonishment o£ 
all the assembly. So that, after much time and many argu- 
ments had been spent to bring her to see her sin, but all in 
vain, the church, with one consent, cast her out. Some moved 
to have her admonished once more ; but, it being for manifest 
evil in matter of conversation, it was agreed otherwise ; and for 
that reason also the sentence was denounced by the pastor, 
matter of manners belonging properly to his place. 

After she was excommunicated, her spirits, which seemed be- 
fore to be somewhat deiected, revived again, and she gloried in 
her sufferings, saying, that it was the greatest happiness, next to 
Christ, that ever befel her.^ Indeed, it was a happy day to the 
churches of Christ here, and to many poor soub, who had 
been seduced by her, who, by what they heard and saw that 
day, were (through the grace of God) brought off quite from 
her errours, and settled again in the truth. 

At this time the good providence of God so disposed, di- 
vers of the congregation (being the chief men of the party, 
her husband being one) were gone to Naragansett to seek out a 



1 Welde, 68, cafls her the Aaericaii Jezabel, and k nirprised, in the 
rimplicitj of his bigotry, at her hardness of heart in slighting the excommuni> 
cation, ^^ as she is not aJSected with an^ remorse, but glories in it, and fears 
not the vengeance of Ood, which she lies nnder ; as if God did work contra- 
Tj to his own word, and loosed from heaven what his chnrch bad bound up- 
on earth. ^' The sober ecclestastioal historian closes his book with these 
appropriate remarks. But the blood of this Jezabel, — the reader will see the 
propriety of this hard name, when, in a verj few years, she and most of her 
family were murdered by the Indians on Lonr Island, as the author of 
Rise, Reign and Ruin exultingly relates,— the blood of this Jezabel, besides 
being licked by the dogs, was, in two generations, mixed, by intermarriage, 
with the more orthodox ^ix,»i of Thomas Welde. His grandson, of the same 
name, first pastor of the church of Dunstable, gathered 16 December, 1685, 
took to wife a great granddaughter of this same outcast from heaven and 
from the chnrch of Boston. The sin of the progenitor was, I presume, ex- 
hausted by subdivision, or neutralized by admixture ; for their son, Hal^ah 
S. WeMe, was minister of Attleborongh. See Alden^s Collection of l^i* 
taph^y 1. 110, with III. 41. 
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new place for plantation, and taking liking of one in Plimouth 
patent) they went thither to have it granted them-; but the 
magistrates there, knowing their spirit, gave them a denial, but 
consented they might buy of the Indians an island in the 
Raragansett Bay«^ 

After two or three days, the govemour sent a warrant to 
Mrs. Hutchinson to depart this jurisdiction before the last of 
this month, according to the order of court, and for that end 
set her at liberty from her former constraint, so as she was not 
to £0 forth of her own house till her departure ; and upon the 
' d8th she went by water to her farm at the Mount, whei^ she 
was to take water, with Mr. Wheelwright's wife and family, to 

Sto Pascataijuack ; but she changed her mind, and went by 
[id to Providence, and so to the island in the Naragansett 
Bay, which her husband and the rest of that sect had pur- 
chased of the Indians, and prepared with all speed to remove 
anto. For the court had ordered, that, except they were gone 
with their families by such a time, they should be summoned 
Co the general court, Slc. 

30/| Mr. Davenport, and Mr. ^Prudden, and a brother of 
Mr. Elaton, (being ministers also,) went by water to Quinepiack ; 
and with them many families removed out of this jurisdiction to 
plant in those parts, being much taken with the opinion of the 
fruitfulness of that place, and more safety (as they conceived) 
from danger of a general ffovemour, wno was feared to be 
sent this summer ; which, tnou^h it were a great weakening 
to these parts, yet we expected to see a good providence of 
God in it, (for all possible means had b^n used to accom- 
modate them here i Charlestown offered them largely. New- 
bunr their whole town, the court any place which was free,) 
both for possessing those parts which lay open for an enemy, 
and for strengthening our friends at Connecticut, and for mak- 
ing room here for msg^y, who were expected out of Engi 

V . . I , . I. . ■■ ■ ... .^ ^y . , ■ ■ ,..■■. 

1 The denial was matter of inference, fbr the adventurers were resolved 
to ro free of Plimouth as we]] as Massachusetts % and the consent was the 
advice of equals, not the dictate of superiours. See Callender, 90, who 
informs us, that these purchasers of Rhode Island formed their civil com- 
pact 7 March, and tl^at the cession bj the Indian sachems was of the 
24th of same month. As twelve of these ei|;hteen associates were mem* 
bers of the church of Boston, the advantage talcen of their absence, by 
^^ the good providence of Ood,^* would be thought, in a day of less ferment, 
disadvantageous to a caus^, or di*honoi|n^le ^ its supporters* 

s Peter Prudden, who was Qrst minister of Milford, Conn, was useftU in 
his place, and of high esteem in the polony of New Haven, but nothing 
more can l>e learned of him than Dr, Trombull, L 294, supplying ia par^ 
(be deficiency of Mother, has toldi 

V - • 
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land tbis year, and for diverting the thoughts and ifiieDtion» 
of such in England as intended evil against us, whose de- 
signs might be frustrate by our scalterti^ so far ; and suck 
as were now gone that way were as onich in the eye of the 
state of Englapd as we here.^ 

There came letters from Connecticut to the governour of 
the Massachusetts, to desire advice from tbe/magbtrates and 
elders here about Sequin and the Indians of the river, who had^ 
underhand, (as was conceived,) procured the Pequods to do 
that Ijonslaughtll at Weatbersfield the last year. Th^ case fell 
out to be this : Set]iiin gave the English land there, upon ||'coih 
tractll that he might sit down by them and be protected^ &c« 
When he came to Weatbersfield, and had set down bis wigwam, 
they drave him away by force. Whereupon, he not being of 
strength to repair this injury by open force, be secretly draws in 
the Pequods. Such of the magistrates and elders as could meet 
on the sudden returned this answer, viz. That, if the cause 
were thus, Sequin might, upon this injury -first ofiered by 
them, right himself either by force or fraud, and that by thie 
law of nations ; and though the damage be had done them 
had been one hundred times more than i^bat he sustained 
from them, that is not considerable in point of a just war ^ 
neither was be bound (upon such an open act of hostility 
publickly maintained) to seek satisfaction first in a peaceable 
way ; it was enough, that he bad complained of it as an in* 
jury and breach of covenant. According to. this advice, they- 
proceeded and made a new agreement with the Indians of the 
river. 

Another plantation was now in hand at Mattakeese,^ six 
miles beyond Sandwich. The undertaker of this was one 
Mr. Batchellor, late pastor at Sagus, (since called Lynn^) being 
about seventy-six years of age ; yet be walked thither on foot 
in a very hard season. 

He and his company, being all poor men, finding the difficuU 
^y* g^ve it over, and others unaertook it. 

||UaQk|| H^CofliMcticatll 

1 An excellent letter of Davenport and Gov. Eaton, the faihen of New 
Haven colonir, giving the reasons of their removal, maj be seen in the 
Appendix. It was copied bj me from the originaJ, in the handwriting of 
the first signer, 

9 ^^ Now Tarmouth,^ is written in the margii. Of that towm a coflec* 
tion of Memorabilia is contained in 1 Hist. Coll. V. 54 — 60. Some cor- 
rection of a slight erroor in that tract will be found in a note on Marina* 
. fluke Matthews* 
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27.] The Indians of Block Island dent tbi^e men with ten 
fetbom of wampom for part of their tribute. 

The ^wife of one WilHam Dyer, a milliner in the New Ex- 
change, a very ||proper|| and fair woman, and both of them 
liotoriously io^cted with Mrs. Hutchinson's errours, and verj 
censorious and troublesome, (she being of a very proud spirit, 
and much addicted to revelations,) had been delivered of [a1 
child some |pfew|| months before, §October 17,§ and the child 
buried, (being stillborn,) and viewed of none >bQt Mrs. Hut^ 
cbinson and the midwife, one Hawkinses wife, a rank familist 
also; and another woman had a fflimpse of it, who, not bebg 
able to keep counsel, as the other two did, some rumour 
began to spread, that the child was a monster. One of the 
cJckra, bearing of it, asked Mrs. Hutchinson, when she was 
ready to depart ; whereupon she told him how it was, and said 
she meant to have it chronicled, but excused her concealing of 
it till then, (by advice, as she said, of Mr. Cotton,) which 
coming to the sovernour's knowledge, he called another of the 
magistrates and that elder, and sent for the midwife, and exam- 
iaed her about it. At first she confessed only, that the head 
was defective and mbplaced, but being told that Mrs. Hutchin- 
son had ll'revealedll all, and that he intended to have it taken up 
and viewed, she made this report of it, viz. It was a woman 
child, siillborn, about two months before the just time^ having 
life a few hours before ; it came hiplings till she turned it ; it 
was of ordinary bigness ; it had a face, but no head, and the 
ears stood upon the shoulders and were like an ape's ; it had 
BO forehead, but over the eyes four boms, hard and sharp ; 
two of them were above one mch lone, the other two shorter ; 
the eyes standing out, and the mouth abo; the nose hooked up- 
ward ; all over the breast and back full of sharp pricks and 
scales, like a thornback ; the navel and all the belly, with the 
distinction of the sex, were where the back should be, and the 
back and hips before, wh^*e the belly should have been ; be- 

llprompfl IPfourll |!3recaUed|| 

1 Her name wai Mary. She had been, with her Jmsband, admitted of 
Boston church 13 December, 1635. After long eojojing her revelations. 
In qniet, at Rhode Island, she was unhappily led, about twenty-one years 
Uter, again to visit Boston, probably bringing more light, when she was 
condemned to death as a Quaker. Wintbrop, govemour of Connecticut, 
our autbor^s eldest son, inheriting the natural mildness of his father, at- 
tempted to save her life ; but the bigotry of the age had acouired a se^ 
verer character, and, for a second return, in June, 1660, she suffered. See 
Hutchinton, I. 184. Tet ber sob, at that very time, held an important 
ofice in the neaghbouriDg colony. Th% in/loence of such oruelty could not 
be ikToun^le, 
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hind, between the shoulders, it had two mouths, tnd in each of 
them a piece of red flesh sticking out ; it had arms and legs as 
other children ; but, instead of toes, it had on each foot three 
claws, like a young fowl, with sharp talons.^ 

The governour speaking with Mr. Cotton about it, he told 
him the reason why he advised them to conceal it: 1. Be- 
cause he saw a providence of God. in it, that the rest of the wo- 
men, which were coming and going in the time of her travail, 
should then be absent* 2. He considered, that, if it had been 
his own case, he should have desired to have had it concealed. 
3. He had known other monstrous births, which had been con- 
cealed, and that he thought Qod might intend only the instruc* 
tion of the parents, and such other to whom it was ||known,|| tic. 
The like apology he made for himself in publick, which was 
well, accepted.^ 

IlihoWBll 



1 From this disgusting story we are authorized by Welde to derive profit^ 
less indeed for doctrine than for reproof. In bis preface be favours as 
with the means of deli?erance from the antinomian heresy, — preaching, con- 
ferences, the synod, the exertions of the magistrates in disfranchising, fining, 
or banishing the deluded, and, lastly, the misfortunes of Mrs. Dyer and 
Mrs. Hutchinson. He thus relates the ultimate cause of success : 

^^ Then God himself was pleased to step in with bis casting voice, and 
bring in his own vote and suffrage Irom Heaven, by tMtifying hb displea- 
sure against their opinions and practices, as clearly as if be had pointed 
with his finger, in causing the two fomenting women, in the time of the 
height of the opinions, to produce out of their wombs, as before they had 
out of their brains, snob monstrous births, as no chronicle (1 think) hardly 
ever recorded the like.^' He after asserts, ^^ He that runs may remd thetf 
sin in the^ judgments.^^ 

This " suffrage from heaven'' is introduced in the wrong place, by Welde, 
as proxy or attorney of the Most High, such is the character he claims; 
for it appears by the text, that Mrs. Over's premature delitiery was be- 
tween the time of the synod and that of the general court, possibly occa* 
sioned by the result of the former and U)^ expectation of the latter. 

Another New England divine, of purer spirit as of greater name, has left a 
sermon, to which we may often turn for refreshment, when sickened with 
these uncharitable denunciations. Buckminster, XXIV. In the foul re* 
cords of ecclesiastical history, one is frequently shocked with discoveries of 
the anger of Providence, asserted with higher presumption and directness 
than by the Temanite in his questions to his afflicted friend : ^^ Remember, 
I pray thee, who ever perished, being innount ? Or where were the righttoug 
eut off?" This execrable spirit belongs not to any particular communion ; 
and that church, which must reproach itself with fewest instances, may stiU 
have enough to regret On occasion of the sudden death of Jovian, Cardinal 
Baronius, ^^ as being one of the privy council of Heaven, declares, that this 
emperour was taken out of the world by a divine judgment, because he had 
made a decent funeral for his predecessor Julian.^' Jortin^s Eccl. Hist. 

* Apology to Cotton ought to have been made for the inquiir, rather than 
by him for the concealment, if the suspicion, under which he lay, had b^en 
entertained by a people less jealous for the honour of God, find imcaFefol IQ 
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(2.)] The governour, with advice of some other of the magis- 
trates and of the elders of Boston, caused the said monster to 
be taken up, and though it were much corrupted, yet most of 
those things were to be seen, as the horns ana claws, the 
scales, &c. When it died in the mother's body, (which was 
about two hours before the birth,) the bed whereon the mother 
lay did shake, and withal there was such a noisome savour, as 
most of the women were taken with §extreme vomiting and 
P^rgin& so as thej were forced to depart; and others of 
them £eir children were taken with§ convulsions, (which they 
never had before nor after,) and so were sent for home, so as' 
by these occasions it came to be concealed. 

Another thing observable was, the discovery of it, which 
was iust when Mrs. Hutchinson was cast out of the church# 
For Mrs. Dyer going forth with her, a stranger asked, what 
young woman it was. The others answered, it was the woman 
which had the monster ; which gave the first occasion to some 
that heard it to speak of it. The midwife, presently after 
this discovery, went out of the jurisdiction ; and indeed it was 
time for her to be gone, for it was known, that she used to give 
young women oil of mandrakes and other stuff to cause con- 
ception ; and she grew into great suspicion to be a witch, for 
it was credibly reported, that, when she gave any medicines, 
(for she practised physick,) she would ask the ||party,|| if she 
did believe, she could help her, &c.^ 

Another observable passage was, that the father of this 
monster, coming home at this very time, was, the next Lord's 
day, §by an unexpected providence,§ questioned in the church 
for divers monstrous errours, as for denying all inherent 

||patient|| 

Tindicate it, as thej supposed, bj ascribing to bis displeasare the cross acci- 
denti, that befel their opponents. 

1 She did not go Toluntarily, as by the text we might be led to infer ; for 
our Colony Rec. I. 219, looks yerr mnch like banishment: ^^ Jane Hawkins, 
the wife of Richard Hawkins, had liberty tiU the beginning of the third month, 
called Mar, and the magistrates (if she did not depart before) to dispose of 
her ; and, m the mean time, she is not to meddle in surgery or physick, drink, 
plaisters, or oils, nor to question matters of religion, except with the elders for 
tattsiaction.^* I suppose her oil of antinomianism was more dreaded than her 
oil of mandrakes. 

Her ^^^nupieion to be a wiUh^'*^ above, is elegantly expanded, in the History 
•f Welde, to ^^ notorious for familiarity with the devil i*^ and 1 am very sorry 
to remark, that TVinthrop himself, at a later period, 1640, gives countenance 
to the same absurdity. Such intercourse, however, was not made capital for 
several years, or Welde might then have enjoyed, as nujrieion of such a 
crime most be equal to full proof, the delight imputed to some of hu brethren 
of the clergy, two generatioiu after, in the delusion of 1692. 
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riehteoasness, &c. which he maintained, and was for the same 
admonished* 

13.] A general fast was kept through all the churches, bj 
advice from the court, for seeking the Lord to prevent evil, 
that we feared to be intended against us from England by a 
general govemour; for the safe arrival of our friends from 
thence, (very many being expected ;) and for establishment of 
peace and truth amongst us. 

21.] Owsamekin, the sachem of Acooemeck, on this akle 
Connecticut, came to the governour and brought a present of 
eighteen skins of beaver from himself and the sachems of 
Mohegan beyond Connecticut and Pakontuckett. The occa- 
sion was, (as be said,) it was reported, that we were angry 
with him, and intended to war upon tbem;«so they came to 
seek peace. The governour received the present, and (havine 
none of the other madstrates at hand to advise with) answered 
them, that if they had done no wron^ to the English, nor aided 
our enemies, we would be at peace with them ; and accordingly 
signified so much to the magistrates at Connectkut. They 
took this answer well, and departed with the letter. 

23.] This was a very hard winter. The snow lay, from 
November 4th to March 23d, jjhalf a|| yard deep about the 
Massachusetts, and a yard deep beyond Merrimack, and so 
the more north the deeper, and the spring was very backward. 
This day it did snow two hours together, (after much rain 
from N. E.) with flakes as great as shillings. This was in the 
year 1637. 

§ 24.] The govemour and deputy went to Concord to view 
some land for farms, and, going down the river about four 
miles, theV made choice of a place for one thousand acres for 
each of them. They offered each other the first choice, but 
because the deputy's was first granted, and himself had store 
of land already, the governour yielded him the choice. So, at 
the place where the deputy's land was to begin, there were 
two great stones, which they called the Two Brothers, in re- 
memorance that they were brothers by their children's mar- 
riage, and did so brotherly agree, and for that a little creek 
near those .stones was to part their lands. At the court in the 
4th month after, two hundred acres were added to the gover- 
nour's part.§^ 

Hone and an half|| 

1 This paragraph ia marked by a line down the margin, and ^^ This maj be 
left oot^^ mitten in the same hand. I prefer to disregard the anthor^s modes- 
ty, for the anecdote is interesting, and derires importance from the act of the 
general coort, adopting the name of the roeiu given bj the grantees <m 
their selection of these lands. See Col. Rec. I. 2S2. 
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26.] Mr. CoddlaglM <wko had been m asBiatam from the 
first coming ovtr of the UffovernmentfH being, with his wifei 
taken with the familistica! opinions) removed to Aquiday 
Island in the Naragansett Bar* 

(S.) 2«] At the court of dectionsi the former govemouri 
John Winthropi was chosen again* The same day* at nighty 
he was taken with a sharp fever, which brought him near 
death ; but many prayers were put up to the Lord for bimi 
and be was restored again after one month* 

Thb court the name of Newtown waa altered, and it was 
called Cambridge*^ 

The spring was so cold, that men were forced to H^plantU Uieir 
com two or three times, for it rotted in the ground ; but^ when 
we feared a great dearth, God sent a warnv season, which 
brought on corn beyond expectation* 

(4.) 1.] Between three and four m the afternoon, being 
ck»au*, warm weather, the wind westerly, there was a great 
earthquake* It came with a noise like a continued thunder, or 
the rattling of coaches in London, but was presently gone* It 
was at Connecticut) at Narasansett, at Pascataqjuack, and all 
the parts round about. It snook the ships, which rode in the 
harbour, and all the islands, &c* The noise and the shakingji 
continued about four minutes* The earth was unquiet twenty 
days after, by times.^ 

5.] Unkus, alias Okoco, tbe Monahegan sachem in the 
twist of Pequod River, came to Boston with thirtyaeven men* 
He came from Connecticut with Mr* Haynes, and tendered tbe 
govemour a present of twenty fathom of wampom* This was 
at the court, and it was thought fit by the council to refuse it, 
till he had given satisfaction about the Pequods he kept, &c» 
Upon this he was much dejected, and made account we would 
have killed hni ; but, two days after, havmg received good satis- 

||goTenior|| ||9replaiit|| 

1 In complimeDt to the place, where lo manj of the ciyil and clerical 
Artheirs of New England had fBceired their edncation, this Tenerable name (maj 
it erer be preierved !) mm uadonbiedlj bestowed. There were probabfy, at 
that time, fortj or fifty mat of the UBivenatj of Canbridge in Old England- 
one for eTerj two hundred or two hundred and fifty inhabitanti— dwelling in 
the few villages of Massachusetts and Gonneoticut, l*he sons of Oxford were 
aot few. 

* Johnson, lib. tl. c. T2, gires very unsatisfactory accounts of this earth- 
quake. He was more engaged in the shaking of tiie people out of their ant»> 
:-- : — j„ which those of bis nartT went, perimpii, as iar from propriety as 



the others from truth. Morton, m his Memorial, is more particular ; yet it is 
evident his pen was not so careful as jnodem aooutacy requires, for he says, 
^^ about the second of June.^^ 

34 VOL. r. 
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faction of bis innocency, &c. and he proovwidg to -submit to the 
order of the English touching the reouods be had, and the 
diderences between tbe^Naragansetts ana him, we accepted his 
present. And, about half an hour after, he came to the gover* 
lYOtfr, and entertained him with these compliments : This heart 
(lajing his hand upon his breast) is not mbe^ but yours; 1 have 
no men ; they are all yours f command me any diflbrult thing, I 
will doit; 1 will not believe any Indians' words against the 
English ; if any man shall kill an Englishman, I will put him to 
death, were be never so dear to me# So the govemour gave 
him a fair, red coat, and defrayed his and his men's ||diet,|| and 
gave them com to relieve them bomeward, and a letter of pro- 
tection to all men, &c. and he departed very joyfuU 

Many ships arrived this vear^ with people of good quality 
and estate, notwithstanding the council's order, that none §such§ 
should come without the king's Ucense ; but God so wrought, 
that some obtained §license,§ and others came away without. 
The troubles which arose in Scotland about the book of 
common prayer, and the canons, which the king would have 
forced upon the Scotch churches, dkl so take up the king and 
council, that they had neither heart nor leisure to look after 
the affairs of Mew England ; yet, upon report of the many 
thousands, which were preparing to come away, the arch- 
bishops caused all the ships to be stayed. But, upon the 
petition of the masters, and suggestion of the sreat ||^amare|| it 
would be to the commonwealth in hindering tne Newfoundland 
trade, which brought in much money, &;c. they were presently 
released. And in this and other passages it plainly appeared, 
that near all the lords of the council did favour this plantation ; 
and all the officers of the custom house were very ready to 
further it, for they never made search |pfor|| any goods, &€• but 
let men bring what they would, without question or controul. 
For ll^sure the Lord awed their hearts, and|| they and others 
(who savoured not religion) were amazed to see men of all 
conditions, rich and poor, servants and others, offering them- 
selves so readily for New England, when, for furnishing of 
other plantations, they were forced to send about their stalls, 
and when they had gotten any, they were forced to keep them 
as prisoners from running away. 

Mo. (6.) 3.] In the night was a very great tempest or 
hiracano at S. W. which drave a ship on ground at Charles- 
town, and brake down the windmill there, and did much other 
harm. It flowed twice in six hours, and about Naragansett it 

lldoell ||Sdanger|| jl^of || H^since the Lordf avowed their party, ftc.| 
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raised the tide fourteen or fifteen foot above the ordinary 
spring tides, nprigbi. 

Janemoh, the sachem of Ntantick, teid gone to Long Island 
and rifled some of those Indians, which were tributaries to us. 
The sachem complained to our friends of Connecticut, who 
wrote us about it, and sent Capt. M%son, with seven men, to 
requh^ satisfaction. The govemour of the Massachusetts 
wrote also to Mr. Williams to. treat with Bfiantunnomoh about 
satisfaction, or otherwise to bid them look for war. 

Upon this Janemoh went to Connecticut, and made his peace, 
and gave full satisfaction for all injuries. 

Two ships, which came over this year much pestered, lost 
many passengers, and some principal men, and many fell sick 
after they were landed, and many of them died.^ 

Four servants of Pliraouth ran from their masters, and, 
coming to Providence, they killed an Indian. He escaped, 
after he was deadly wounded in the belly, and gat to other In* 
dians. So, beinff discovered, they fled and were taken at the 
Isle Aquiday. Mr. Williams ^ave notice to the governour of 
Massachusetts, and desired advice. He returned answer, that, 
seeing they were of Plimouth, they should certify Plimouth of 
them, and, if they would send for them, to deliver them ; other- 
wise, seeing no English had jurisdiction in the place where the 
murder was committed, neither had they at the island any 
Hgovemmentjl established, it would be safest to deliver the 
principal, who was certainly known to have killed the party, to 
the Indians his friends, with caution that they should not put 
him to torture, and to keep the other three {o further copside* 
ration.' - * 

IgoTemorll 

1 Ooe of the thipt so puttrtd wqs probablj that, in which came John 
Jofltel^ gentieman ; for o?e of the paisengerfl died op board. His book is a 
curiositT, sometimes worth examining, but seldom to be implicitly relied oh. 
IfVhere he speaks, page 20, of Bostoq as a village of ^^not above twenty or 
thirty honses,^^ I suspect the right hand cypher was lost from his manuscript, 
or memory ; for he printed thir^-siz years after. The population, I am confi- 
dent, required the number of dwellmgs I have supposed, and, in this eighth 
year of its existence, the log huts, that he mif^hi scorn to honour with the name 
of houses, were very few. 

9- A directly opposite course of political motives b assigned by Morton. 
In the Plimouth secretary's Memorial, our author^ advice was not given be« 
cause the criminals belonged to Plimouth, nor because the English had not 
ions<)ict]on where the murder was committed, nor because they of Rhode 
Island were without any government ; but ^^ the Massachusetts refused this 
trial, as being committed in the jurisdiction of Plimouth, and they of Rhode 
Island, having apprehended tbem, delivered them to the aforesaid Jurisdic. 
tk>n of Pfimouth on the same grouruhj** Both writers evidently desire to 
depreciate the new schismatick colony, or colonies, if Providence and Rhods 
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After this, PlioioiiUi mm sent for tben^ (but one bad ea» 
caped,) and the governour there wrote to the goyemour here 
for advice, eipectally for that he beard tbej intended to appeal 
into England. The govemour retmmed answer of encourage^ 
nient to proceed notwithstanding, seefog no appeal did lie, (at 
that tbey could not be tried in England, aad that the whole 
comitry here were interested in the case, and wonld expect to 
KfaaTell justice done* Whereupon thej proceeded as appears 
after* 

Many of Boston and others, who were of Mrs. Hutchinson's 
judgment and party, removed lo the Isle of Aquidayi and 
Ipotners,!! who were of the rigid separation, and savoured ana* 
baptism, removed to Providence, so as those parts began to be 
well peopled* 

[LmisUsi^] 

There came over this summer twenty ships, and at least 
tl*three thousandlp persons, so as they were forced to look out 
new plantations* One was begun at Merrimack, and another 
four or five miles above Concord, and another at Winicowett* 

[Large bkidc] 

The three prisoners, being brought to Plimouth, and there 
examined, dia all confess the murder, and that they did it to 
get his wampom, &c. ; but all the question was about the death 
of the Indian, for no man could witness that he saw him dead. 
But Mr* Williams and Mr* 'James of Providence made oath, 
that his wound was mortal, &c. At last two Indians, who, with 
^uch difficulty, were procured to come to the trial, (for they 
still feared that the English were conspired to kill all the In* 
||tee|| l^aiuijl ||3Uiree hiiDdred|| 

hlaad be counted two. Winthrop, however, would not deny their mdepen« 
dence. In 3 Hiit CoH. I. 171-^173, is a terr Adl aceoont, in the original 
letter of WilUams, of aH the circumitaiicea oi^ this aggrmrated and cowardly 
murder. 

1 Dr. Holnes, Ana. I. 306, followed the former edition wkhout scrapie, 
though his excellant judgment must have observed the probability of errour in 
this npmber, since the text immediately adds, all the established plantationa 
would not afford room for so many passengers. In the shin with Josselyn 
were one hundred and sixty-four ; and if the others were as (uU, the corrected 
reading of our author, which is plain enough in his M8., is within the limita. 
Hubbard, t4t, when transcribing from this part of Wtnthrop, seems 16 have 
been afraid to number either tlie uiipe or the puisoDgcfi, He often avoids tke 
most valuable incidettts of bis slery* 

s I know nothing more ef this eentlemaa than WiDiams, in his letter, 
3 Hist. Coll. 1. 173, mentions of his humane uideavours for the sufferer ; and 
in another letter in MS., early in 1649, he notices his return from £n|^d, 
with a full cargo of goode^ which were saved from the wreck of the veiael on 
Bhods Islsad, 
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diaiis^) made oath after this manner, viz. that, if he were not 
dead of that woond, then they would suffer death. Upon this 
they three were condemned and executed. Two of them died 
tery penitently, especially Arthur Peach, a young man of 
good parentage ana fair conditioned, and who had done very 
good service against the Pequods. 

The fourth escaped to Pascataquack* The sovemour sent 
after him, but those of Pascataquack conveyed nim away and 
openly withstood his apprehension* It was their usual manner 
(some of them) to countenance, &c. all such lewd persons as 
fled from us to them. 

(7.)] The general court was assembled, in which it was 
agreed, that, whereas a very strict order was sent from the 
lords commissioners for plantations for the sending home our 
patent, upon pretence that judgment had passed against it up^ 
on a quo warranto, a letter should be written by the gover- 
Doiir, in the name of the court, to excuse our not sending of it; 
for it was resolved to be best not to send it, because then such 
of our friends and others in England would conceive it to be 
surrendered, and that thereupon we should be bound to receive 
such a govemour and such orders as should be sent to us, and 
manv bad minds, yea, and some weak ones, among ourselves, 
would think it lawful, if not necessary, to accept a eeneral 
govemour. The copy of the letter is reserved, JLC. in form of 
a petition. See the after foL 74.^ 

At this court a law was made about such as should continue 
excommunicated six months, and for publick thanksgiving for 
ihe arrival of the ships, and for the coming on of harvest he^ 
yond expectation, &c. Thb law was after repealed.^ 

At this court, also, Capt. Underbill (beiae aoout to remove 
to Mr. Wheelwright) petitioned for three hundred acres of 
land promised him formerly; by occasion whereof he was 
questioned about some sueeches he had used in the ship lately, 
in his jretum out of England, vis. that he should say, that we 
were zealous here, as the Scribes and Pharisees were, and as 
Paul was before his conversion, &c* which he denying, they 
were proved to his face by a sob^, godly woman, whom he 



1 Th0 reference ie to the p«ge ef tlie goTermcmr^t M8. Imt the letter wiU 
not be foand in thii work. 

B A rale of jS460 wm leried bj tkit court ia the foUowing projportioiif > 
fiottoD, JS&7.14.9} Ipfwicb,£4d.lO; Salem, j&44. 11.3; Doroheiter, £36.16.3; 
Cbarlestown, JS35.13 ; Cambridge, 34.17.6 ; Roxbury and Lynn, each, £31 ; 
Watertown. £S9.1.3; Newbniy, £87.2.6 ; Hingham, jCll.f.10; V^ejmoutli, 
£7.15; and Medford, £6.16.8. 
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had seduced in the ship, and ||drawn|| to his opinions, (but 
she was after freed again.) Among other passages, he told her 
how he came to his assurance, and that was thus : He had 
Iain under a spirit of bondage and a legal way five years, and 
could get no assurance, till at length, as he was taking a pipe of 
tobacco, the Spirit set home an aosolnte promise of free grace 
^th such assurance and ioy, as he never since doubted of his 
good estate, neither should he, though he should fall into sin. 
He would not confess nor deny this, but took exceptions at the 
court for crediting one witness against him, &c* and withal said, 
that he was still of the same opinion he had been, &c. Where* 
upon he was demanded, if he were of the same opinion he bad 
been in about the petition or remonstrance* He answered; 
yes, and that his retractation was only of the manner, not of 
the matter. Whereupon his retractation (which he had lately 
delivered to the governour, to be presented to this court) was 
read, wherein he professeth how the Lord had brought him to 
see his shi in conaemning the court, and passing the bounds of 
modesty and submission, which is required in private persons, 
fee. and in what trouble of spirit he had been for it, &c« Upon 
this, the court committed him for abusing the court with a show 
of retractation, and intending no such thine ; and the next day 
he was called again and banished* The Cordis day following, 
he made a speech in the assembly, showing that, as the Lora 
was pleased to convert Paul as be was in persecuting, &c* so 
he mieht manifest himself to him as he was taking the moderate 
use of the creature called tobacco. He professed withal, that 
he knew not wherein he had deserved the sentence of the court, 
and that he was sure, that Christ was his, &c* The elders 
reproved him for this speech ; and Mr. Cotton told him, that 
be brake a rule in conacmninff publickly the sentence of the 
court, before he had privately convinced the magistrates, or 
some of them ; and told him also, that, although God doth often 
lay a man under a spirit of bondage, when he is walking in sin, 
as Paul was, yet he never sends such a spirit of comfort but in 
an ordinance, as he did to the same P^ul by Ananias ; and 
jpergojl advised him well to examine the revelation and joy 
which he had. 

The next Lord's day, the same Capt. Underhill, having been 
privately dealt with upon suspicion of incontinency with a 
neighbour's wife, and not hearkening to it, was publickly ques« 
tioned, and put under admonition. The matter was, for that 
the woman bein^ young, and beautiful, and withal of a jovial 
spirit and behaviour, he did daily frequent her house, and was 

Qdrewp BM 
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durers times found there alone wkh her^ the door being lock- 
ed on the inside. He confessed it was ill, because it had an 
appearance of evil in it ; but his excuse was, that the woman 
was in ereat trouble of mind, and sore temptations, and that he 
resorted to her to comfort her ; and that when the door was 
found locked upon them, thev were in private prayer together* 
But this pracuce was clearly condemned also by the elders, 
affirming, that it had not been of good report for any of them to 
have done the like, and that they ought, in such case, to have 
called in some brother or sister, and not to have locked the 
door, &c. They also declared, that once he procured them 
to go visit her, telling them that she was in great trouble of 
mind ; but when they came to her, (taking her, it seems, upon 
the sudden,) they perceived no such thing. See the issue of 
this after, (9,) 1038,- and (10,) 13, 38. 
[Large blank.] 
Mrs. Hutchinson, being removed to the Isle of Aquiday, in 
die Naragansett Bay, after her time was fulfilled, that she ex- 
pected deliverance of a child, was delivered of a monstrous 
oirth, which, being diversly related in the country, (and, in the 
open assembly at Boston, upon a lecture day, declared by Mr* 
Cotton to be twenty-seven [{several lumps of man's seed, without 
any alteration, or mixture of any thing from the woman,|| and 
thereupon gathered, that it might signi^ her errour in denying 
inherent righteousness, but that all was Christ in us, and nothing 
of ours in our faith, love, &c.) hereupon the governour wrote 
to Mr. K^larke, a physician and a preacher to those of the 

Ifingula fnuta Tel globulos semiiiis mascolioi sine nUa mutatione aut 
ttixtara de femmall 



1 John Clarke was one of the most distinguished gentlemen of Rhode 
Island, of which colony he was long agent in England, during the reigm of Oli* 
Ter, Richard, and part of that of Charles II. The Baptist dburch of Newport 
owns him for its father. He published, in 1652, a book, entitled ^* 111 News 
from New England, or a Narrative of New Enrland^s persecution, wherein is 
declared, that, whfle Old England is becoming New, New England is becoming 
Old,^* &c. Ice. &c. in which he introduced the substance of a tract, issued the 
preceding year, called ^^ A Brief Discourse touching New England, and par* 
ticnlarir Rhode Island ; as also a faithful and true relation of the prosecution of 
Obftdiah Holmes, John CrandaU, and John Clarke, merely for conscience to- 
wards Crod, bj the principal members of the church or oOmmonweidth of the 
Massachusetts in New England, which rules over that part of the werld.^' 
Thb tract was probably by the same hand. 

Some light may be derived by us from a petition of the sufferer, of which 
the original is preserved, from the colony files, in the Historical Society^s 
library : ^^ To the honoured court assembled at Boston. Whereas it pleased 
this honoured. court, yesterday, to condemn the faith and order which 1 hold 
and practise ; and, after yen had passed your sentence upon me for it, were 
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island) to know the certainty thereof^ wlio retotned bim tips 
answer : Mrs* Hutchinson, six weeks before her delivery, per* 
ceired her ix>dy to be greatly disteoipeffed, and her spirits 
failmg, and in that regard doubtftil of life, she sent to me, &c« 
and not long after (in Himmoderato fluore uterinoH) k was 
brought to light, and I was called to see it^ where I beheld, first 
unwwied, (and afterwards in warm water,) several lamps, 
every one of them greatly confosed, and if you consider each 
of them according to the representation oi the whole, they 
were altogether without form ; but if they were considered in 
respect of the parts of each himp of flesh, then there was a rep* 
resentation of mnumerable distinct bodies in the form of a globe, 
not much unlike the swims of some fish, so confiisedlyknit to* 
gether by so many several strings, (which I conceive were the 
beginning of veins and nerves,) so that it was impossible either 
to number the small round pieces in every lump, much less to 
discern from whence every string did fetch its original, they 
were so snarled one within another* The small glooes I like* 
wise opened, and perceived the matter of them (setting aside 
the membrane in which ||^it was involved,||) to be partly wind and 
partly water* Of these several lumps there were about twentv- 
six, according to the relation of those, who more narrowly 

IP mModerete flsor and arlQe|| jptbey were uivo]oned|| 



pleued to express, I could not maintain tbe same against ronr ministen, a«d 
thereupon publickljr proffered me a dispute with them ; be pleased bj these 
few lines to understand, I readify accept it, and therefore do denre you wocdd 
appoint the time when, and the pe»on with whom, in that pubiick place 
where I was condenmed, I mi^t, wffli freedom, and without moleitation of 
the civil power, dispute that pomt puUiekljr, where 1 doubt not but, bj the 
•trength of ChrMt, to make it good out of bis last will Mid testament, unto 
which nothing is to be added, nor from which nothing is to be diminished. 
Thus, desiring the Father of ugfatt to shine forth by his power to expel the 
daricness, I remam jour well wisher, John Claflce. From the prisom, tftis 
1. 6. 61,^^ i. e. 1 August, 1661. 

In 1663 was published ^^The Ci?il Maristrate^s Power in Matters of Re- 
ligion modesthr debated, fto. kc. Sio, m& a brief answer ie a certain skm* 
derous pamphlet, called 111 News ftom New England, ke. by Thomas Cob- 
bett of Lynn in N. E.^ This was written in tiie violent temper ef that day, 
thought necessary fsr the orthodox, but now se uniTersaHy reprobated, 
darkens book is exceedingly rare, perhaps irrecoverably loet. A copT was m 
Princess New England library, but cannot be found now, nor could I bear of 
the work even in Rhode Island. Cobbett*s answer, which could oertainly be 
better spared, is preserved, but is very scarce, onhr a single copy bavimr ewer 
fallen into my reach. Clarke died, says Bene<&ct, I. 495, in 1676, m the 
sixty-sixth year of his age, without obildfen. Callender, who is rwy Ml in 
his account of Ckrke, 3, 16, 31, 39, 45, 63, S3, 63, 93, marks his deatb 
30 April of that year. From three of his brothers are descended the larre 
family in Rhode Island bearing that name. The article C&AitKB, Jowr, m 
AUen^s Biographical Dictionary, is the best in that laborioua werk. 
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searched into the Dumber of them. I took notice of six or 
seren of ftome bigness ; the rest were small ; but all as 1 have 
declared, except one or two, which differed mach from the rest 
both in matter and form ; and the whole was like the [blank] 
of the lirer, being simular and every where like itself. When 
1 had opened it, the matter seemed to be ||blood|| congealed. 
The govemour, not satisfied with this relation, spake after with 
the said Mr. Clarke, who thus cleared all the doubts : The 
lumps were twenty-six or twenty-seven, distinct and not joined 
together ; there came no secundine after them ; six of them 
were as great as his fist, and one as great as two fists $ the rest 
each less than other, and the smallest about the bigness of the 
top of his thumb. The globes were round things, included in 
the lumps, about the bigness of a small Indian bean, and like 
the pearl in a man's eye. The two lumps, which differed from , 
the rest, were like liver or congealed blood, and had no small 
globes in them, as the rest had. Mr. Cotton, next lecture day, 
acknowledged his errour, &c. and that he had his information 
by a letter from her husband, ftc^ 

31.] A ship of Barnstaple arrived with about eighty pas- 
seneers, near all western people. There came wiui them a 
godly minister, one Mr. 'Matthews. 

BhaHjl 

1 Having been ftiTOiired with the original letter of Clarke, I testify that the 
astherU transoription ib inffictentlj accurate, and nearW literal. It might be 
nnneceMarj to add, on this nauseoot subject, the introduction of which, at & 
reljgioos lecture, it seems hardly possible to justify, that Clarke says, he was 
sent to once and again, and that he considered her condition was both doubt* 
All and dangerous, and that he was somewhat unwilling to meddle, at least 
before her delireiy, but only advised to procure some medicines fhwi the bar 
proper for the occasion ; for ^^ 1 coneeived,^* he adds, ^^if it were a child, it 
was dead, but rather that it was not, but such a thine as afterward it proved.** 
It is strange, that the word, which the govemour leaves blank, is, plainly, 
Me in the original letter. On the margin of the letter, the covemour haa 
added what Ckrke told him, nearly as given in the test, with thk slight Tariik. 
lion : ^ the globes were like pearls, about the bigness of a sloe.** 

9 Very dHigent inquiry has been followed with some success in tracing the 
course of this clergyman, of whom most of our earlT books take venr slight 
notice. Lechford, 41, mentions him as living in Phmouth patent. He was 
probably at Yarmouth, where there b a tradition, that he was one of their 
first ministers. See 1 Hist Coll. V. 69. The diligent author of that tract is 
certainly mistaken in supposing, that Miller was the >Sr#f, and Matthews 
(whose given name was Marmaduke) the 9wtmA minister there. MiOer, who 
was at Yarmouth when Johnson wrote, preached first at Rowley ; and wa 
may safely conclude, that he did not go to Yarmouth before Matthews left iL 
1 am quite confident it was not before 1642. Matthews had removed from 
that place, and spent some time at Hull, about the year 1650, whence, 
tboutfi, as Johnson si^ys, he ^^ lost the approbation of''^ some able, under- 
ftandittg men, among both magistrates and ministen, by weak and nnsafe ex- 

35 VOL. r. 
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H^re arrived a small Spanish frigate with hide^ and tallow. 
She was a prize taken by Capt. Newman, who was set out with 
letters of mart by the lords, &c. of the Isle of Providence. 

This year there came a letter from Mr. Thomas ||Mewtis,|| 
clerk of the council in England, directed to Mr. Wintbrop, (the 
present governour,) and therein an order from the lords com- 
missioners for foreign plantations, (bebg all of the council,) 
wherein they straighily required the patent to be sent home by 
the first ship, &c. This letter and order were produced at, the 
general court last past, and there agreed not to send home the 
patent, but to return answer to the lords by way of humble pe- 
tition, which was drawn up and sent accordingly. These in* 
struments arc all among the governour's papers, and the effect 
of them would be here inserted.' 

25,] Being the third day of the week^ and two days before 
the change, the wind having blown at N. E. all the day, and 
rainy in the night, was a mighty tempest,* and withal'the high- 
est tide, which had been seen since our coming into this coun- 
trv ; but, through the good providence of God, it did little harm. 
About fourteen days after, the wind having been at N. W. and 
then calm |phere,|| came in the greatest eastern sea, which had 
been in our time. Mr. Peirce (who came in a week after) had 
that time a very great tempest three days at N. E. 

A remarkable providence appeared in a case, which was 
tried at the last court of assistants. Divers neighbours of Lynn, 
by agreement, kept their cattle by turns. It fell out to the 
turn of one Gillow to keep them, and, as he was driving them 
forth, another of these neighbours went along with him, and 
kept him so earnestly in talk, that his cattle strayed and gate 
in the corn. Then this other neighbour left him, and would not 
help him recover his cattle, but went and told another how he 
had kept Gillow in talk, that he might lose his cattle, &c. The 
cattle, getting into the Indian corn, eat so much ere they could 
be gotten out, that two of them fell sick of it, and one of them 

BM y listumll 

pressions in his teaching,^' he was, neTertheless, called to the chnrcb at MaldeD. 
A Terr humble confeauon of his darkness, and ignorance, and weak expressions, 
signed by him, thoogh written bj another, of 28 October, 1651, is preserved 
in the archiyes of the EUstorical Society, and, with other papers on the subject, 
of prior date, is printed in 3 Hist. CoH. 1. 29 — 32. The hints of the author of 
Wonder-workin| ProTidence are more expressive than his verses usaally are, 
lib. III. c. 7. He was one of the magistrates appointed for a scmtiny of the 
faith and doctrines of Matthews. 

1 Hubbard, 268—271, has laid oi under obligation by preserving both docu- 
ments. 
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died presently; and these two cows were that neighbour's, who 
had kept Giilow in talk, &c. The man brings his action 
against Giilow for his cow, (not knowing that he had witness of 
his: speech ;) but Giilow, producing witness, &c. barred him of 
his action, and had good costs, &c* 

The court, taking into consideration the ^reat disorder 
HgeneralH through the country in costliness of apparel, and 
following new fashions, sent for the elders of the churches, and 
conferred with them about it, and laid it upon them, as be- 
longing to them, to redress it, by urginff it upon the consciences 
of theur people, which they promised to do. But little was 
done about it ; for divers of the elders' wives, &c. were in some 
measure partners in this general disorder.^ 
- [Large blank.] 

8bcr.] About two years since one Mr. Bernard, a minister 
at Batcomb in Somersetshire in England, sent over two books 
in writing, one to the magistrates, and the other to the elders, 
wherein ne laid down arguments against the manner of our 
gathering our churches, &c. which the elders could not an« 
swer till this time, by reason of the many troubles about Mrs* 
Hutchinson's opinions, &c. Mr. Cotton also answered another 
book sent over in defence of set form of prayer, This I sup-^ 
pose was Mr. Ball's book.^ 

Abgut this tim^ was very much rain and snow, in six weeks 
together ; scarce two days without rain or snow. This was 
o^erved by some as an effect of the earthauake.^ 

(9.) 8.] A church was gathered at Peaham with good ap^ 
probation \ and, 98th, Mr» ^reck ordained teacher at Hingham. 

Uproceedingll 

1 The wiFes of clergymen hare been, since that day, generally exempt 
from inch charges. 

S It wfllnotbe expected, that an account of Bemard^s books should be 
given here, especiallj as tbej were not^ I belieTe, printed, one of them, prob- 
ably, being too good for th^ character of the age, See Eliot, in I Hist. Coll. 
IX. 16. 

' 3 To mark the relation of cause and effect in atmospherick phenomena, is 
a dangerous exercise of imagination. Example may, however, serve, better 
than precept, to dissuade from such idle philosophy as that in the text. One 
of the books, blending practical wisdom with amusement, bv which Miss 
Edgeworth has favoured our age, makes a venerable observer of events regard 
^ Tenderden steeple as the cause of Goodwin sands.^' I think there is en<« 
dence, that thjs anecdote belongs to the famous Sir Thomas More, 

4 Little can be learned of this reverend gentleman, except iVom old records 
in Hingham, from which 1 find, he had been a preacher at Hingham in Nor» 
folk in Old England, whence came almost all of the progenitors of the 
present inhabitants of that ancient town, preserving the same name in Massa* 
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the last general court, the govemoor wrote a 
irdet, Mr. Wiggin, and others of the plantation 
[, to this effect : That, whereas there had been 
lency between us formerly, we could not but be 
entertaining and countenancing, &c. some that 
&;c. and toat our purpose wm to survey our 
nd make use of them. Mr. Burdet returned a 

I and would not give the govemour his title, &c« 

II taken, for that he was one of our body, and 
vemment, and a member of the church of Sa« 
govemour was purposed to summon him to ap* 
t to answer his contempt ; but, advising with the 
, he was dissuaded from it, the rather for that, 
fer ifi this cause, it would ingratiate him more 
ishops, (with whom he had intelligence, &c.) 

was rather to undermine him by making him 
i¥n, &c. to his friends in Pascataquack, and to 
1 him. Whereupon the govemour wrote to 

declaring his ill dealing, (and sent a copy of 
idvising them to take heed how they put them- 
\ power, &c. but rather to give us a proof of 
flrards us, &c. — He intimated withal how ill it 
ll°Pder|| 

icher was Robert Peck; but the contemponrj BfS. of 
collated by me, informs, that, 37 October, 1641, be safled 
another ancient writing adds, ^^with bis wife and son 
ne he found religion so free at home, that he had no in- 
1. He and Joseph Peck, probably a brother, were made 
larch, 1638 — 9. Both have the appropriate Mr. prefixed, 
on after a representative in the general court. Notice of 
be jurisdiction will occur in our second volume, 
tough literaUy extracting this pari^raph, in his usual man- 
tle chronology into strange confusion, makinr it 1640, bj 
irop^s arrangement of dates. Johnson, lib. 11. c. 9, haa 
§; of Dedham church a year too early. ~ 

stances, in which any advantage b derived from Hubbard, 
rith this person is one. He was minister at Dover ; and 
wich informs us, 291, 353, that Burdet, ^^ upon a pretended 
t)ishops aqd ceremonies of the church of Elngland, had, 
134, left Yarmouth in England,^^ and came ^^to Salem, 
red a member of their church, and was employed to preach 
^ear or more, being an able scholar, and of plausible parta 
finding the discipline of the church as much too strict for 
e as the other was in pretence too large, he left his brethren 
ove to his friends at Piscataqua, where he continued for 
I esteem (as least in appearance) with Mr. Wiggans, that 
i govemour thereabouts, until he declared himself of what 
r Records show his admission as a freeman 2 September, 
usion of hjf doings \u America will appear in this History, 
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wootd relish, if they thoald advance Capt. Underhill, whom we 
had ||thru8t|| out for abusing the court with ||'reigning|| a retrac- 
tation both of his seditious practice and also of his corrupt 
opinions, and after denying it again, and for casting reproach 
upon our churches, &c. ; signifying withal, that he was now 
found to have been an unclean person, (for he was charged by 
a godiy young woman to have solicited her chastity under 

Crctence of Christian love, and to have confessed to her, that 
e had his will oftentimes of the cooper^s wife, and all out of 
strength of love,) and the church had sent for him, and sent 
him a license to come and go, under the hands of the gover- 
nour and deputy ; but he refused to come, excusing himself, by 
letters to the elders, that the license was not sufficient, &c. and, 
by letters to the governour, that he had no rule to come and 
answer to any offence, except his banishment were released ; 
bat to the matter he was charged with, he ffave no answer, 
but sought an evasion* Pascataquack men had chosen him 
their govemour before the letter came to them. 

13.] The govemour went by water to Salem, where he was 
entertained with all the respect that they could show him. 
The iplSJl he returned by land, and they sent six of their chief 
military officers with carbines to guard him to Boston.^ 

17.] Roger 'Herlakenden, one of our magistrates, about 
Ijoartll laffanupgll |pl4th|| 

1 Both dates are plaiD in the MS., bat it if not certain where the correc-^ 
tion should be made. The former edition, assuming the first to be correct, 
and that the go?emoar returned ne&t day, altered the second date to 14. To 
mte it seems more probable, that the daj of return, being in the bodr of the 
Mragraph, b right. Perhaps he went on the 10th, and spent Sundaj with 
£ndecott, retnming on Mondaj, 12th. 

9 The brother of this gentleman, Richard, is, bj Dr. Holmes, from the 
Cambridge Records, 1 Hist. Coll. VII. 10, mentioned as one of the earliest 
proprietors. Roger had arrired in 1636, Hubbard, t33, sajs, in the same 
ship with Vane. He was admitted freeman 3 Bfarch, 1636—6, with Shep^ 
herd, Peter, Vane, and other distmniished men, and, on 26 May following, at 
the general election, chosen one of the assistants, to which place he was re> 
dected in the two fc^wing years. It is proof of the solid judgment of so 
young a man* In the questionf about Mrs. Hutchinson he took a part, as ap- 
pears in that most curious and minute article of the Appendix to History of Mas- 
sachusetts, II. 423. Some humble rerses in honour of Harlackenden are af* 
forded by Johnson, lib. I. c. 32. His will, in our Probate Records, L 13, 
without date, was probably made two years or more before his death, since 
lie Bukes Got. Harnes one of his executors with his brother Richard. In it 
he takes notice of his estate in England, called ^^ Colne Park, or the Little 
Lodge,^' and of one daughter onlr, though provision is made for the proba- 
bility of another ohild* He was, I belieTe, a cousin of Lord Roper, and had, 
probably, been brongbt up under the ministry of Shepherd in his native coun- 
try. See Neal^s Piuntans, II. 282. To eiuoy the spiritual aid of tbe 
gentleomn, he purobased Dudley^s estate at Newtown. 
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thirty years of aee, second son of [blank] Herlakenden of 
IIEarrs Colncll in Essex, Esq. died at Cambridge of the smalt 
pox. He was a very godly roan, and of good use both in 
the commonwealth and in the church. He was baried with 
military honour, because he was lieutenant colonel. He left 
behind a virtuous gentlewoman and two daughters. He died 
in great peace, and left a sweet memorial behind him of bis 
piety ana virtue. 

§10. 2.] Ezekiel ^Rogers, son of Richard Rogers of 
Weathersfield in Essex, a worthy son of so worthy a father, 
lying at Boston with some who came out of YoKshire with 
biro, where he had been a painful preacher many years, being 
desirous to partake in the Lord^s supper with the church of 
Boston, did first impart his desire to the elders, and having 

fiven them satisfaction, they acquainted the church with it, and 
efore the sacrament, being called forth by the elders, he 
spoke to this effect, viz. that he and his company (viz. divers 
families, who came over with him this summer) had, of a good 
time, withdrawn themselves from the church communion of 
England, and that for many corruptions which were amon^ 
them. But, first, he desired, that he might not be mistaken, 
as if he did condemn all there; for he did acknowledge a 
special presence of God there in three things : 1, in the sound- 
ness of doctrine in all fundamental truths ; 2, in the excellen- 
cy of ministerial gift^ ; 3, in the blessing upon the same, for 
the work of conversion and for the power of religion, in all 
which there appeared .more, &c. in England than in all the 
known world besides. Yet there are such corruptions, as, 
since God let them see some light therein, they could not, with 
safe conscience, join any longer with them. The first is, their 
national church ; second, their hierarchy, wholly iantichristian ; 
third, their dead service ; fourth, their receiving (nay, compell- 
ing) all to partake of the seals ; fifth, their abuse of excommu- 
nications, wherein they enwrap many a godly ministei:, by 
causing him to pronounce their sentence, £c. they not know- 
ing that the fear of the excommunication lies in that. Here- 
upon they bewailed before the Liord their siqful partaking so 

||Ktfltcoke|| 

1 No inadequate notices of Esekie] Rogen may be found in the progress of 
e«r History, in Johnson^ lib. II. 11, and, above all, in Mather^s Magnalia. 
Eliot and Allen have well abbreviated these authorities ; but the former mi»- 
datea his death. He was a man of very high influence for a portion of his 
life, and his epitaph on our Hooker is thought br Hubbard, 541, worthy of 
preservation. The tardy justice of our age erected a monument to Rogers in 
1805. 
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long in those corruptions^ and entered a covenant together, 
to walk together in all the ordinances, &c. 

1639. 10. 3.] Being settled at ^Rowley, they renewed their 
church covenant) and their call [blank] of Mr. Rogers to the 
office of pastor, according to the course of other churches, &c.§ 

(10.) 6.] Dorothy Talbye was hanged at Boston for mur- 
deriuff her own daughter, a child of three years old. She 
had been a member of the church of Salem, and of good 
esteem for godliness, &c. ; but, falling at difference with her 
husband, through melancholy or spiritual delusions, she some- 
times attempted to kill him, and her children, and herself, by 
refusing ||meat,|| saying it was so revealed to her, &c. After 
much patience, and divers admonitions not prevailing, the 
church cast her out. Whereupon she grew worse ; • so as the 
magistrate caused her to be whipped. Whereupon she was re- 
formed for a time, and carriea herself more dutifolly to her 
husband,^ &c. ; but soon after she was so possessed with Satan, 
that he persuaded her (by his delusions, which she listened 
to as revelations from God) to break the neck of her own 
child, that she might free it from future misery. This she 
confessed upon her apprehension; yet, at her arraignment, she 
stood mute a good space, till the governour told her she 
should be pressed to death, and then she confessed the in- 
dictment. When she was to receive judgment, she would not 
uncover her face, nor stand up, but as she was forced, nor give 
an^ testimony of her repentance, either then or at her exe- 
cution. The cloth, which should have covered her face, she 
plucked off and put between the rope and her neck. She de- 
sired to have been beheaded, giving this reason, that it was 
less painful and less shameful. After a swing or two, she 
catched at the ladder. Mr. Peter, her late pastor, and Mr. 
Wilson, went with her to the place of execution, but could do 
no good with her. Mr. Peter gave an exhortation to the peo- 
ple to take heed of revelations, &c. and of despising the ordi- 
nance of excommunication as she had done ; for, when it was 
to have been denounced against her, she turned her back, and 
would bavje gone forth, if she had not been stayed by force. 
llwaterll 

1 No doubt this name was adopted from the place in Yorkshire in Old 
Xngland, where their pastor had laboured, and most of themselves had en- 
joyed his services. 

9 The unfortunate husband, whose life had been attempted bj her, was, af- 
ter ber execution, excommunicated '^ for much pride and nnuaturalneat to 
hu wife.^ See the letter of Hugh Peter in Hutch. I. 371. The original hns 
been seen by me. Perhaps Peter regretted his treatment of Talby, after his 
•wn wife was distracted. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^0 JOHN WINTHROr. [1638. 

One CapU Newman, being set forth with commission from the 
Earl of Holland, governoar of the Westminster company, and 
the Earl of Warwick and others of the same company, to spoil 
the Spaniard within the limits of their grant in the West Indies, 
after he had taken many of their small vessels, &c. returned 
home by the Massachusetts in a small pinnace, with which he 
had taken all ||hi8|| prizes (for his great ship was of no use for 
that purpose.) He brought many hides and much tallow. 
The hides he sold here for £17.10 the |pscore;|p the tallow at 
29f. the hundred; and set sail for Endand (10,) 1. He was 
after cast away at |pChristopher's|| with a very rich prise, in 
the great hyrracano, 1643. 

13«] A general fast was kept upon the motion of the el- 
ders to the govemour and council. The chief occasion was, 
the much sickness of pox and fevers spread through the coun- 
try, (yet it was to the east and south also,) the apparent decay 
of power of religion, and the ^neral declining of professors to 
the world, &c. Mr. Cotton, m his exercise that day at Bos- 
ton, did confess and bewail, as the churches^ so his own se- 
curity, sloth and credulity, whereupon so many and dangerous 
errours had gotten up and spread in the church; and went over 
all the particulars, and showed how he came to be deceived ; 
the errours being framed (in words) so H^nearll the truths which 
he had preached, and the falsehood of the maintainers of 
Ihem, who usually would deny to him what they had deliver- 
ed to others, &c He acknowledged; that such as had been 
seducers of others (instancing in some of those, of the Island, 
though he named them not) had been justly banished. Yet he 
said, that such as had been only misled, and others, who had 
done any thing out of a misguided conscience, (not being 
il^grosslyll evil,) should be borne withal, and first referred to the 
church, and if that could not heal them, they should rather be 
imprisoned, fined, or, &c. than banished, H^^uoll it was likely no 
other church would receive them. 

Those who were gone with Mrs. Hutchinson to Aquiday fell 
into new errours daily. One Nicholas ^Easton, a tanner, 

||the|| ||98toiie|| ||3blaiik|| ||4were|| ||5greatlj|| |l«tho'|| 

1 Having the printed copy before me, as 1 collated the MS., tbe erroor of 
the former edition^ it must be confessed, escaped me at two readings ; but 
happening to reflect on the extrepe disproportion of price and value, a oloeer 
inspection of the original easily ondeceived me, and led to the restoration oT 
the true text, though vexed with a bad chirographj. 

S ^^ One Milton, a blind man,^^ derogates nothing from the author of Para- 
dise Lost, though it proves a chUdish enmity in the writer of the Memoirs. 
Nicholas Easton is distinguished, with only four otbera, out of a list of fifty- 
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taught, tbat gifts and graces were that antichrat mentioned 
Thess., and that which withheld, &c. was the preaching of the 
law ; and that every of the elect had the Holy Ghost and also 
the devil indwelling. Another, one Heme, taught, that womea 
« had no souls, and that Adam was not created m true holiness, 
&c« for then he could not have lost it. 

Those who went to the fells ||at|| Pascataquack, ^thered a 
I church, and wrote to our church to desire us to dismiss Mr* 
Wheelwright to them for an officer; but, because be desired it 
not himself, the elders did not propound it. Soon after came 
hb own letter, with theirs, for his dismission, which thereupon 
was ^nted. Others likewise (upon their request) were also 
dismissed thither. 

The eovemour^i letter to Mr. Hilton, about Mr. Burdet and 
Capt. ynderhill, was by them intercepted and opened ; and 
thereupon they wrote presently into England against us, $dis« 
covering what they knew of our combination to resist any autho- 
rity, that should come out of England against us, &c. ;§ for they 
were extremely moved ||'at|| the govemour's letter, but could 
take no advantage by it, for he made account, when he wrote 
it, that Mr. Hilton would show it them. And, upon this, Capt 
Underbill wrote a letter to Mr. Cotton, full of high and threat- 
ening words against us ; but he wrote another, at the same time, 
to the govemour in very fair terms, entreating an obliterating of 
all that was past, and a bearing with human mfirmities, &c. dis- 
avowing all purpose of revenge, &c. See after, (1,) 1639. 

The devil would never cease to disturb our peace, and to 
raise up |pinstruments|| one after another. Amongst the rest, 
there was a woman in Salem, one Oliver his wife, who had 
suffered somewhat in England for refusing to bow at the naine 
of Jesus, though otherwise she was conformable to all their 
orders. She was (for ability of speech, and appearance of 
zeal and devotion) far before Mrs» Hutchinson, and so the 

||of]| ||«bj|| liainsuiKentill 

four flreemen admitted at a general court, 3 September, 1634, hj the title of 
retpeot. It may be seen, Colon j Rec. I. 113, that the Rev. Mestieurt Parker 
ana Noyet were admitted at the same time, and 1 conclude, tbat he accom* 

Cnied them. In March after, Easton Mras deputy from Ipswich, and he pro* 
bly followed his spiritual guide to Newbury. From his occupation, men* 
tioned in the text, no conclusion to his discredit can be drawn ; for that em- 
ployment, in a new country, is found the most useful and profitable for men 
of good education and estate. Large capital is often invested in that busi- 
ness, and we need not suppose it was mere handicraft. He was govemour 
at Rhode Island four years, and the station was five years filled by one, whom 
I presume to be his son, John Easton. dee 1 Hist. Oil. VI. 144, 146, nid 
Callender, 42, 93. 

36 VOL. i; 
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ittcr instniment to hare done hurt, but that she was poor 
and had little acquaintance. She took offence at this, that she 
might not be admitted to the Lord^s supper without giving 
publick satisfaction to the church of her faith, &c. and cove^ / 
nanting or professing to walk with them according to the rule / 
of the gospel ; so as, upon the sacrament day, she openly call* 
ed for It, and stood to plead her ri^ht, though she were denied ; 
arid would not forbear, before the magistrate, Mr. Endecott, . 
did threaten to send the constable to put her forth. This wo- I 
man was brought to the court for disturbing the peace in the 
church, tec. and there she gave such peremptory answers*, aa 
she was committed till she should find sureties for her eood 
behaviour. After she had been in prison three or four days, 
she made ||means|| to the govemoUr, and submitted herself, and 
acknowledged her fault in disturbing the church ^ whereupon 
he took her husband's bond for her good behaviour, and dis- 
charged her out of prison. But he found, after, that she still 
held her former opinions, which were very dangerous, as, 
1. That the church is the heads of the people, both magis- 
trates and ministers, met together, and that these have power 
to ordain ministers, tec, 3. That all that dwell in the same 
town, and will profess their faith in Christ Jesus, ought to be 
received to the sacraments there ; and that she was persuaded, 
that, if Paul were at Salem, he would call all the inhabitants there 
saints. 3. That excommunication is no other but when Chris* 
tians withdraw private communion from one that hath offended.^ 

About five years after, this woman was adjudged to be 
whipped for reproaching the magistrates. She stood without 
tying, and bare her punishment with a masculine spirit, glory- 
ing in her suffering. But after (when she came to consider 
the reproach, which would stick by her, &c.) she was much 
dejected about it. She had a cleft stick put on her tongue half 
an hour, for reproaching the elders, (6,) 1646.* 

At Providence, also, the devil was not idle. For whereas, at 

llbhBkll ■ 

1 A faToarable constniction would certainfy- find no deadly erronn in 
these opinions; and certainlj imprisonment appears not verj appropriate 
means for conviction. 1 doubt that the apostle pointed at much more blame- 
able notions, and even practices, in the church of Corinth, than be would 
have found at Salem, though he bestows the epithet taints on the members 
of the former. Mrs. Oliver thought, probably, there was too much power 
assumed by the elders. 

3 This paragraph comes in where the author had long led a blank. I fear 
more reproach attached to the elders, with all who pitied the sufferer, than tf 
her tongue had been left loose. 
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their first coming thither, Mr. Williams and the rest did make 
an order, that no man should be molested for his conscience,'/ 
now men^s wives, and children, and servants, claimed liberty 
hereby to go to all religious meeUngs, though never so often, 
or though private, upon the week days; and because one 
llVerinlp refused to let his wife go to Mr. Williams so oft as she 
was called for, they required to have him censured. But there 
f tood up one ^Arnold, a witty man of their own company, and 
withstood it, telling them that, when he consented to that order, 
be never intended it should extend to the breach of any ordi- 
nance of God, such as the |psubjection|| of wives to their hus- 
bands, &c. and gave divers solid reasons against it. Then 
ane Greene (who hath married the wife of one 'Beggerly, 
whose husband is living, and no divorce, &c. but onl^ it was 
■aid, that he had lived m adultery, and had confessed it) he re- 
plied, that, if they should restrain their wives, &c. all the 
' women in the country would cry out of them, &c. Arnold 
answered him thus : Did vou pretend to leave the Massachu- 
setts, because you would not offend God to please men, and 
would you now break an ordinance and commandment §of 
God§ to please women ? Some were of opinion, that if IpVerinU 
would not suffer his wife to have her liberty, the church should 
dispose her to some other man, who would use her better. 
Arnold told them, that it was not the woman's desire to go so 
oft from home, but only Mr. Williams's and others. In |pcon* 
clusion,|| when they would have censured H^Verin^JI Arnold 
told them, that it was against their own order, for ||^Verin|| did 
iPthat he did|| out of conscience ; and their order was, that no 
inan should be censured for his conscience* 

Another plot the old serpent had against us, by sowing 
jealousies and differences between us and our friends at Con- 

||Udrin|| ||8iabmiMion|| ||3Udrin|| ||4coort after|| ||6Udriii|| 
||6Udrin|| ||7that, and did it|| 

1 Of this unusual name I hare met with no recurrence, except in Hntchin- 
ton, I. 187, where h^ informs us of the trial and imprisonment of Philip Verin, 
as a Qualcer, 

' 9 Benedict Arnold was govemour of Rhode Island thirteen jears, 1 Hist. 
Coll. VI. 144, 145. In 1657, with Got. Coddington, he purchased Cononi- 
cut Island. 1 Hist. Coll. V, 217, He will often be mentioned in this History 
as a great (Viend of Massachusetts, especially in negotiation with the Indians, 
whose language was better known to him and his son, of the same name, than 
most other of our people. I do not ascertain whether the anecdote in the 
text belongs to him or William Arnold, 8ee Callender, 35, 43, 80, 93. 

3 The circumstances of the separation, which may be seen in Addenda^ 
sub an. 1636, will excuse our belief, that the charge against GreeQc is alto* 
gether invidious. 
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necticut, and abo Plimouth. This latter was about oar bounds. 
They had planted Scituaie, and had given out all the lands to 
Conyhassett. We desired only so much of the marshes there, 
as might accommodate Hingham, which being denied, we caus- 
ed Charles River to be surveyed, and found it come so far 
southward as would fetch in Scituate and ||more ;|| but this was 
referred to a meeting between us.^ 

The differences between us and those of Connecticut were 
divers ; but the ground of all was their ipshynessH ^^ coming 
under our government, which, though we never intended to 
make them subordinate to us, yet they were very jealous, and 
therefore, in the articles of confederation, which we propound- 
ed to them, and whereby order was taken, that all differences, 
which might fall out, should be ended by a way of peace, and 
never to come to a necessity or danger of force, — they did so 
alter the chief article, as all would have come to nothing. For 
whereas the article was, That, upon any matter of difference, 
two, three, or more commissioners of every of the confederate 
colonies should assemble, and have absolute power (the greater 
number of them) to determine the matter, — they would have 
them only to meet, and if they could agree, so ; if not, then 
to report to their several colonies, and to return with their ad- 
vice, and so to go on till the matter might be agreed ; which, 
beside that it would have been infinitely tedious and extreme * 
chargeable, it would never have attained the end ; for it was 
very unlikely, that all the chnrches in all the plantations would 
ever have accorded upon the same propositions.^ 

||Concord|| ||9tickne8s|| 



1 Relative to this lairej of Charies Ri?er, and Uie line between Plimooth 
and MasMcbusetta colonies, which frequently was matter of controTenj, the 
earliest notice in onr Colony Records, I. 228, is 6 September, 1638 : ^^ The 
town of Dedham is desired to spare two that are most fit to go with goodman 
Woodward and goodman Johnson, (if he can spare time,) or another to be got 
in his room, to lay out the most southermost part of Charles River, and to 
have five shillings a day a piece .^^ Woodward was often employed in such 
business, and, at the same court, was ordered to survey the line north of Mer- 
rimack. He was admitted of Boston church 8 December, 1633, being 
Mo. 194. 

9 If the liat^lity to disagreement in the consultations of the churches had 
been regarded as an objection against submitting to them other matters of 
state, we might not so frequently have to lament the proceedings of our 
fathers. Whenever any course, that might proceed to a result of extreme in- 
justice, crueltv, or tyranny, was contemplated by the civil rulers, the sanc- 
tion of the churches or of the elders was usually solicited, and too often ob- 
tained. Such is the consequence of uniting the wisdom of magistrates and 
ecclesiasticks in concerns belonging exclusively to either. See the last arti- 
cle of Addenda. 
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These articles, with their alterations, they sent to our general 
court at Newtown, the [blank] of the 5lh, by Mr. Haynes, 
Mr. Pincheon and John ^Steele. The court, finding their alte- 
ration, and the inconveniences thereof, would take the like liber- 
ty to add and alter ; (for the articles were drawn only by some 
of the council, and never allowed by the court.) This they ex- 
cepted against, and would have restrained us of that liberty, 
which they took themselves ; and one of their three commis- 
sioners, falling in debate with some of our deputies, said, that 
they would not meddle with any thing that was within our 
limits ; which being reported to the court, they thought it sea- 
sonable we should stand upon our right, so as, though we were 
formerly willing that Agawam (now Springfield) should have 
ftiUen into their government, yet, seeing they would not be be- 
holden to us for any thing, we intended to keep it; and accord- 
ingly we put it in as sb article, that the line between us should 
be, one way, the Pequod River, (viz. south and north,) and the 
other way, (viz. east and west,) the limits of our own srant. 
And this article we added : That we, &c. should have liberty 
to pass to and fro upon Connecticut, and they likewise. To 
these articles all their commissioners offered to consent, but it 
was thought by our court, (because of the new articles,) that 
they should fii^t acquaint their own court with it. And so their 
commissioners departed. . 

After this, we understood that they went on to exercise their 
avtlumty at Agawam. Whereupon the govcmour wrote to 
Ijthemll to desire them to forbear until the line were laid out, 
with advice about some other things, as by the copy of the let- 
ter appears. After a long time, Mr. Ludlow (in the name of 
their court) returned answer, which was very harsh ; and in fine 
declared, that they thought it not fit to treat any further before 
they had advice from the gentlemen of Saybrook, &c. The 
govemour acquainted the council and magistrates with this 
||faiml| 

1 Steele was one of the first settlers of Hartford, called Newtown, because 
the earlj inhabitants went from that town with Hooker and Haynes ; but the 
Connecticut village changed its name very soon, probably before that in oor 
neigfaboarhood. Windsor was first called Dorchester, and Weathersfield 
Watertown, after the chief fountains of their blood in Massachusetts* 
Tlua gentleman was a deputy in our general court 4 March, 1634 — 6, ^d 
again in September following ; and was also one of those appointed by the 
authority of Massachusetts to adminbter justice amonr the people of the new 
colony until they formed a government for themseWes. See Hutchinson, 
I. 96, from the Colony Records. He was now one of the magbtrates or assists 
ants of Connecticut, and, when their first court of deputies assembled, in 
1639, WM one of that body. Trumbull, 1. 79, 103. The time of his death it 
nnknown to me. 1 suppose descendants aie numerous. 
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letter ; and, because thej had tied our hands (in a manner) 
from replying, he wrote a private letter to Mr, Haynes, where- 
in he lays open their mistakes (as he called them) and the ap- 
parent causes of offence, which they had given us; as by 
lldisclaimingH to their Nara^nsetts to be bound by our former 
agreement with them, (which they would never make till the 
wars were ended,) by making a treaty of agreement with the 
Naragansette and Monhigans, without joining us, or mentioning 
us to that end, (though we had by letter given them liberty to 
take us in,) and by binding all the Indians (who had received 
any Pequods) to pay tribute for them all to them ||^t|| Connec- 
ticut, &c. (All these things are clearly to be seen in the letters.) 
*These and the like miscarriaeei in point of correspondency 
were conceived to arise from these two crrours in their govern- 
ment : 1. They chose divers scores men, who had no learning 
nor judgment, which might fit them for those affairs, though 
otherwise men holy and religious. 2* By occasion hereof, the 
main burden for managing of state businesses fell upon some 
one or other of their ministers, (as the phrase and style of these 
letters will clearly discover,) who, though they were men of 
singular wisdom and godliness, yet, stepping out of their course, 
their actions wanted that blessing, which otherwise might have 
been expected.*^ 

15,] The wind at N.E., there was so great a tempest of 
wind and snow all the night and the next day, as had not been 
smce our time. Five men and youths perished between Mat- 
tapan and Dorchester,^ and a man and a woman' between Bos^ 

lldisiDcliniDgll ||9or|| 

^ These linei were so effectnaUy erased, that, ft>r some yean, mr desire of 
decypherittr them was baffled ; but, after twice abaiidoniDg the task, I 
graduallr obtaiDed, with the aid of a gentleman mnch skiOed in reading 
difficult MS., a sufficient confidence in all but one word. 

9 Oar information cannot denote the line between the English and the In* 
dian places, the names of which are commonly applied indisoriminatelr. 
The historian of Dorchester leaves me to conjecture ; and mj supposition is, 
that the neclL, of old called Dorchester Neck, now annexed to the metropo- 
lis by the designation of South Boston, was Mattapan. The early settlement 
of the English was made near the present Jint church, and between that and 
Sout6 Boston the face of the country was bad enough for one to be lost in 
without an extreme tempest of snow. It is to be understood from the text, 
that the disaster occurred by land, not water. 

3 ,A very full relation of these persons perishing with cold on Boston Necl( 
is given by Johnson, with characteristick deficiency of precision as to date, 
against which all readers should perpetually guard, lib. II. c. 15. '^ To end 
this year, 1639, the Lord was pleased to send a very sharp winter, and morc^ 
especially in strong storms of weekly snows, with very bitter blasts. And here 
the reader may take notice of the sad band of the IJord against two persons^ 
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Ibn and Roxbary. ||Anthony|| ^Dick, in a ba^k of thirty tons, 
cast away upon the head of Cape Cod* Three were starved 
Id death with the cold ; the other two got some fire and so lived 
Aere, by such food as they saved, seven weeks, till an Indian 
found them, &c. Two vessels bound for Quinipiack were cast 
away at Aquiday, but the people saved. Much other harm 
was done in staving of boats, &c. and by the great tides, which 
tzceeded all before. This happened the day after a general 
fost, which occasioned some of our ministers to stir us up to 
•eek the Lord better, because he seemed to discountenance the 
Beans of reconciliation. Whereupon the next general court, b 
advice of the elders, agreed to keep another day, and to seel 
further into the causes of such displeasure, &c. ; which accord- 
ingly was performed. 

(11.^ 14.] The earthquake, which had continued at times 
sbce toe 1st of the 4th, was more generally felt, and the same 
noise heard in many places^ 

30.] A church was gathered at Weymouth with approba- 
tion of the magistrates and elders. It is observable, this 
church, having been gathered before, and so that of Lynn, 
could not hold together, nor could have any elders join or 
hold with ihem. The reason appeared to be, because they 
did not begin according to the rule of the gospel, which when 
Lynn had found and humbled themselves for it, and began 
again upon a new foundation, they went on with a blessing. 

The people of this town of Weymouth had invited one Mr. 
U'Lenthalllr to come to them, with intention to call him to be 

||Arthur|| ||9Leathal][| 

who were taken in a storm of snow, as they were passing from Boston to 
Itozbnrj, it being much about a mile distant, and a verj plain way. One of 
Rozbnry sending to Boston his servant maid for a barber-cbirurgeon to draw 
his tooth, they lost their way in their passage between, and were not foand 
tm many) days after, and then the maid was found in one place, and the man 
in another, both of them froien to death ; in which sad accident this was 
taken into consideration by divers people, that this barber was more then or- 
dinary laborious to draw men to those sinful errours, that were formerly so 
frequent, and now newly overthrown, — bv the blessing of the Lord upon the 
endeavour of his faithful servants with the word of truth, — he having a fit 
opportunity, by reason of his trade, so soon as any wer^ set down in his 
chair, he would commonly be cutting of their hair and the truth together ; 
notwithstanding some report better of the man, the example is for the liv- 
ing ; the dead is judged of the Lord alone*'' 

1 I know nothing more of this man than that Capt. Clap, in his Memoirs, 
mentions his having been taken by the pirate Bull, and that Clap received 
kis information from Dick's own mouth. 

S Hubbard, 275, carefuUy copies his roaster, but neglects to enlarge our 
knowledge of this olei^^nwn. | l«am from Lechford, that he, soon after, 
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their miDbter* This man, though of good report in England, 
coming hither, was found to have drank in some of Mrs. 
Hutchinson^s opinions, as of justification before faith, tec 
and opposed the gathering of our churches in such a way 
of mutual stipulation as was practised among us. From the 
former he was soon taken off upon conference with Mr. Cot- 
ton ; but he stuck close to the other, that only baptism was 
the door of entrance into the church, &c. so as the common 
y sort of people did eagerly embrace hb opinions, and some 
^ laboured to get such a church on foot as all baptized ones 
might communicate b without any further trial of them, &c« 
For this end they procured many hands in Weymouth to a 
blank, intending to have Mr. ||LenthalPs|| advice to the frame 
of their call ; and he likewise was very forward to become 
a minister to them in such a way, and did openly maintain 
the cause. But the magistrates, hearing of this disturbance 
and combination, thought it needful to stop it betimes, and 
tl'er^oll they called Mr. |pLenthall,|| and some of the chief of the 
faction, to the next general court in the 1 month, where Mr. 
||^Lenthail,|| having before conferred with some of the magis- 
trates and of the elders, and being convinced both of nis 
errour in judgment, and of his sin in practice to the disturb- 
ance of our peace, &c. did openly and freely retract, with 
expression of much grief of heart for his offence, and did de- 
liver his retractation in writing, under his hand, in the open 
court ; whereupon he was enjoined to appear at the next 
court, and in tne mean time to make and deliver the like re- 
cantation in some publick assembly at Weymouth. So the 
court stopped for any further censure by fine, or, &c. though 
it was much urged ny some. 
At the same court one Smith was convicted and fined £20 

||LeathaU'i|| \\^bo\\ ||3LeathaU|| ||4Leathani| 

found bim at Newport, ^^ out of offict and employment, and lires Ter^ poorlj.^ 
From the proceedings in oar Colonj Records, I. 241, we find his name of 
baptism was Robert. Callender, 62, gives all the further information, that 
can be obtained, and confirms my conjectore, that he retoraed home : ^ They 
procored [for a religious teacher] Mr. Lenthal of Weymouth, who was ad- 
mitted a freeman here August 6, 1640. And, August SO, Mr. Lenthal was 
by vote called to keep a publi«k school for the learning of youth, and for his 
encouragement there was granted to him and his heirs one hundred acres of 
land, and four more for an house lot. It was also voted, that one hundred 
acres should be laid forth, and appropriated for a school, for encouragement 
of the poorer sort to train up their youth in learning ; and Mr. Robert Lenthal^ 
while he continues to teach school, is to have the benefit thereof. But this ^ 
gentleman did not tarry here very long. I find him gone to Gngland the next ' 
vear but one.^^ It seems the New L^ts of Rhode Island were willing to 
have advantage of the old light. 
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for being a chief stirrer in the btniness $ mod one Silvester 
was disfraitchised^ and one Britton, who had spoken reproach- 
fillip of the answer^ which was sent to Mr. Barnard hn book 
against oar church ccfvenant, and of some of our elders, and 
bad sided with Mr. ||Lenthali,|| ix. was openly whipped^ be« 
cause be bad no estate to answer, &c.^ 

Mo. 1.] A printing house was begun at Cambridge by one 
Daye, at the charge of Mr. Glover, who died on sea hither- 
ward. The first thing which was printed was the freemen's 
oath ; *tht next was an almanack made for New England by 
Mr. William Peirce, mariner ;'*' the next was the Psabns newly 
turned into metre.^ 

§A plantation was begun by Sandwich, and was tailed Yar- 
mouth, in Plimouth jurisdiction^ 

Another plantation was begun upon the north side of Meiv 
rimack, called Sarisbury, §now CcMchester ;§ another at Win- 
icowett, called Hampton, which gave occasion of ||^ome|| dif- 

||Leatha]]|| ||SMre|| 

1 Of this extraordinary tyranny (I can appropriate oo mflder word) all 
that our court has left on record is here extracted from rol. I. 240 : 

^^ 13 of 1, 1638—9, John Smyth, for disturbing the pnblick peace by conn 
bining with others to hinder the orderly gathering of a chnrch at Weymouth, 
and to set up another there, contrary to the orders here established, and the 
constant practice of all our churches, and for undue ph>curing the hands of 
many to a blank for that purpose, is fined jC20, and committed during the 
pleasure of court or the council. 

^ Richard Sitrester, for going with Smyth to get bands to a blank, was dis- 
franchised, and fined £3. 

^*' Mr. Ambrose Marten, for caUing the church coTeaant a stinking carrion, 
and a human invention, and saving he wondered at God^s patience, feared it 
would end in the sharp, and said the ministers did dethrone Christ and set up 
themselves ; he was fined j&IO, and counselled to go to Mr. Mather, to be in* 
structed by him. 

'^ Mr. Thomas Makepeace, because of his novel disposition, was informed, 
we were weary of him, unless he reform.'* 

These two latter offenders are supposed by me to be among the conspira* 
tors for a free church, because their offences and sentences are related next 
«fter the fisrmer, and Mather was the minister nearest to Weymouth. It is 
observable, that nothing is said of Britten's crime or punishment. It was, 
probably, thought unnecessary to burden the record with such a case, though 
we should, in modem times, think very differently. Lechford says, ^^ he was 
whipped eleven stripes,'' and bis guilt is by that author represented as 
** saying that some of the ministers in the bay were Browmsts." 

S The history of printing, at least in America, has been illustrated with ex- 
emplary diligence, m two amusing volumes, by Isaiah Thomas, who treats 
of bis own profession with equal skill and affection. The place, where it was 
first practised in these English colonies, has been ever since devoted to th» 
causu of letten, by the esti3>lishment of a College, having the widest /ame of 
any on this side of the Atlantiok, though long intervals have elapsed without 
the exercise of the press. 

37 TOL. I. 
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ference between us and some of Pascataquack, which grew 
thus: Mr. Wheelwright^ being banished from us, gathered 
a company and sat down bj the falls of Pascataquack^ 
and called their town Exeter ; and for their enlargement they 
dealt with an Indian there, and bought of him Winicowctt, &c* 
and then wrote to us what they had done, andHthat they in* 
tended to lot out all these lands in farms, except we could 
show a better title. They wrote also to those whom we had 
sent to plant Winicowett to have them desist, &c. These let- 
ters cominff to the general court, the^ returned answer, that 
they looked at this their dealing as agamst ^ood neighbourhoodi 
religion and common honesty ; that, knowing we clakned Wini- 
cowett as within our patent, of as vacuum domicilium, and had 
taken possession thereof by building an house there above two 
years since, they should now go and purchase an unknown 
title, and then come to ||inquirc|f of our right. It was rn the 
same letter also manifestly proved, that the Indians having only 
a natural right to so much land as they had or could improve, 
so as the rest of the country lay open to any that could and 
would improve it, as by the said letter more at large doth 
appear.* 

In this year one James ||^Everell,||^ a sober, discreet man, and 
two others, saw a great light in the night at Muddy River. 
When it stood still, it fiamed up, and was about three yards 
square; when it ran, it was contracted into the figure of a 
swine : it ran as swift as an arrow towards Charlton,, and so up 
and down about two or three hours. They were come down 
in their Jighter about a mile, and, when it was over, they found 
themselves carried quite back against the tide to the place 
they came from. Divers other credible persons saw the same 
light, after, about the same place«^ 

[Blank.] 
||deoy|| ||SdCverettit 



1 From this paragraph my sufrpicion was first excited of the atithenticitj of 
the Indian deed to Wheelwright, the first article in Appendix to Belknap^s 
New Hamp^ 1,. The scrutiny faias convinced me, that it is a forgery ; but the 
length of the inquiry renders it expedient to postpone it to the Appendix^ 

S He was a mafl of reputation, activity and good estate in Boston many- 
years afterwards* With bis wife, Elizabeth, he had been received into Bos- 
ton church 20 of July, 1634, beiug Nos. 239, $40. His will, made II De- 
cember, 1682, proved 2 February following, is found in our Probate Registry, 
vol. VI. 400. 

3 This account of an ignis fatnus may easily be believed on testimonT 
less respectable than that which was adduced. Some operatioii of the devil) 
ox other power beyond the customary agents of nature, was probably im- 
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The general court, in the 7th mo. last, gave order to the 

S)vernour to write to them of Pascataquack, to signify to them^ 
at we looked at it as an unneighbourly part, that they should 
encourage and advance such as we haa cast out from us for 
their offences, before they had inquired of us the cause, &c. 
(The occasion of this letter was, that they had aided Mr. 
Wheelwright to begin a plantation there, and intended to make 
Capt. Underhill their govemour in the room of Mr. Burdett, 
who bad thrust out Cam. Wiggin, set in there by the lords, &c.) 
Upon this, Capt. Underhill (being chosen govemour there) 
wrote a letter to a young gentleman, (who sojourned in the 
house of our govemour,) wherein he reviles ||the|| govemour 
with reproachful terms and imprecations of vengeance upon us 
all. Thb letter being showed to the govemour and council^ 
the govemour, by advice, wrote the letter to Ekiward Hilton as 
is before mentioned, pa^e [blank,] mo. 10, 13. The captain 
was so nettled with this letter, and especially because his 
adukerous life with the cooper's wife at Boston was now dis- 
covered, and the church had called him to come and make an- 
swer to it ; but he made many excuses, as want of liberty, be- 
ing a banished man, (yet the govemour and council had sent 
him a safe conduct,) and upon his pretence of the insufficiency 
of that, the general court sent him another for three months. 
But, instead of coming, he procured a new church at Pascata- 
quack of some few loose men (who had chosen one Mr. ^Knolles, 



agined bj the relaten and hearers of that age, and the wonder or bein; 
carried a mile against the tide became important corroboration of the im- 
agination. Perhaps tbej were wafted, during the two or three hours^ aston- 
ishment, for so moderate a distance, by the wind ; but, if this snggestioo 
be rejected, we might suppose, that the eddy, flowing always, in our rivers, 
contrary to the tide in the channel, rather than the meteor, carried their 
lighter baok. 

1 Hanserd Knollys is a name of considerable repute among the early 
Baptists in England, where, like the other divines of our first settlers, be 
bad been episcopally ordained. After a residence of a few years in our 
country, the account of which, little creditable to his morals, will appear 
in other parts of this History, he returned home. Something of his suffer- 
ings, for the new doctrines, at the hands ot the persecuting parliament 
and Independents, during the great age of anarchy, will be found in Tout- 
min^s edition of Neal^s Puritans, 111. 551, 2, 3. He was persecuted by the 
other side, in the following age of prelatical domination, and bis sufferings 
were probablr of use to him. Hubbard, 356, has preserved the famous 
Bastwick^s play upon his name, — Absurdo Knowless. His reputation was so 
much improved in his latter days, that Mather, HI. calls him god/jf, and 
assures us be died " a good man in a eood old age.'* Belknap, N. H. 1. 45, 
with precision, notices his years and death, "Sept. 19, 1691, JStat. ninety* 
three.** i3iot includes him, but Allen does not. 
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a weak minister, lately' come out of England, and rejeclied by 
us for holding some of Mrs. Hutchinson's opinione) to write to 
our church at Boston in his commettdation, wherein they st^le 
him the r^ht worshipful, their honoured govemour ; all which 
notwithstanding, the church of Bbscoo proceeded with him ; 
and, in the mean time, the general court wrote U> all the chief 
inhabitants of Pascataquack, and sent them a copy of bis le^ 
ters, (wherein he profesaeth himself to be an instrument or* 
dained of God for our ruin,) to know, whether it were with 
their privity and consent^ that he sent us such a defiance, &c» 
and whether they would maintain him io such practices against 

ttS, &XU 

Those of Pascataquack returned answer to us by two several 
letters* Those of the plantation disclaimed to have any hand in 
his miscarriages, &c. and offin^d to call him to account, &Ci 
whensoever we would send an^ to inform against him. The 
others at the river's mouth disclaimed likewise, and showed 
their indignation against him for his insolences, and iheir readif 
ness to join in any fair course for our satisfaction ; only they 
desired us to have some compassion of him^ and not to sena 
any forces against hinu 

After this, Capt« Underbill's courage was abated, for the 
chiefest in the river foil from him, and the rest littk regarded 
him, so as he wrote letters of retractation to divers ; and, to 
show his wisdom, he wrote a letter to the deputy muI the 
court, (npt mentioning the governour,) wherein he sent the 
copies of some of the govemour's letters to Pascataquack, sup- 
posing that something would appear in them either to extenu- 
ate his fault, or to lay blame upon the governour ; but be 
foiled in both, for the governour was able to make good what 
he had written. 

[Large blank.] 

16.] There was so violent a wind at S. S. E. andS. as the 
like was not since we came into this land. It began in the 
evening, and increased till midnighu It overturned some new^ 
strong houses ; but the Lord miraculously preserved, old, weak 
cottages.^ It tare down fences — people ||ran|| out of their 
houses in the night, &c. There came such a rain withal, as 
raised the waters at Connecticut twenty feet above their 
meadows, &c» 

|camep 

I ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ , , « . ~^ 

1 If the new homes were higher, we maj reatonablj doubt tiie mineU* 
The oak breaks and the willow bends, according to the laws of nature, 
not by their suspension. 
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the devil came and fetchied tiwy five of them. Qnere.^ 

At Providence things grew sttii worse ; for a sister of Mrs. 
Hutchinson, the wife of one ^ott, being infected with Aiia- 
batfHistrj^ and going last year to live at Providence, Mr. Wtt- 
Uanis was taken (or rather evbohlened) by her to make open 

i>rQfe8ftioii thereof^ and accordkigly was rcbeptized by one 
Holyman, a poor man^ late of Salem. Then Mr. Williams 
pebaptised hitt and some ten more. They also denied the 
beptifling of ioiafits, and would have no magistrates.^ 

At Aqttiday, abo, Mrs. Hatchmson eiercisra publickly, and 
she and her party (^ome three or four femiUes) would have do 
iiagistracy. She sent also an admonition to the church of 
Boston ; out the elders would not read it publickly, because sh^ 
was excommunicated. By these examples we may see how 
dangerous it is to alight the censures of the church ; for it was 



1 Tbe last word aeems to be of & later date. Perkaps the ttoij sta^* 
leered the creduKtj of Mather. But if the author meant onlj, that a vi- 
elent iood, raited by the prince of the power of the air, carried off these 
BAtWet and drowned them, we maj regret the eonaeqaence, at least aa 
nuicb as we deride the manner of expression. A greater loai from aucli 
cause is related in this volume, 166, August, 1635. 

S Richard Scott, shoemaker, had been admitted of Botten ofaureh 38 Aug% 
1634, being No. 265, and is, I presume, the same person, who, with Greene^ 
Bolliman, the two Arnolds, and others, derived title in the lands of Provi* 
dence vnder Williaou. Callender, 43. 

5 Ezekiel HoUiman, founder, with eleven others, of the first Baptist church 
in America, is well spoken of, as a man of gift* and pietj, bj those who. 
linew him best. See Benedict. At o«r genetal court, March, 1637 — 8, 
being summoBed, ^^ because he did not firequent the publick assemblies, 
and for seducing many, he was referred bj tbe court to the ministers for 
conviction.^' Of the execution of such a sentence, to the uttermost, we 
should in vain look for a record, and perhaps it maj be thought a reward 
rather than a punishment. Thej who are found guiltj of entertairauBg other 
notions than tne court are seldom in a good temper for conviction! after 
Judgment. The dfosenter thanked his jtrages, I suppose, for the opportu- 
nity of a conference. 

4 Hubbard, 338, in transcribing this passage, candidly changes ^^ poor 
man^* mto ^^rnean fellow.^ Tbe ministers failed, probably, to enlighten 
his comciettce* 

6 If the like assertion of rejeeting magistracy, which, in the text imme- 
diately after, is made about Rhode lakn^ be ontroe, as wiO be clearly 
proved, we may doubt this aUeged insanity of the peo|rie at Williams's 
plantation. When shall we have a true history of Rhode Island, with the 
temper of Callender and the opportnnities of Hutchinson i 

6 Smt is given by Hubbard instead of ^^ some ;'' but althourh the MS. 
has not beooaw more legible in the intervening hnndtred and forty years, 
1 prefer my eyesight to his, as nuiy our readers the sense of the passage. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i94 JOHN WINTHROP. fl689. 

apparent, that God had ffiVen them up to ||strange|| delusions. 
Those of Aquiday also nad entertained two men, whom the 
church of Roxbury had excommunicated, and one of them did 
exercise publickly there. For this the church of Boston called 
in question such of them as were yet their members; and 
Mr. Coddington, being present, not freely acknowledging his 
sin, (though he confessed himself in some fault,) was solemnly 
admonished. 

This is further to be observed in the delusions which this 
people were taken with : Mrs. Hutchinson and some of her 
adherents happened to be at prayer when the earthquake was 
at Aquiday, &c. and the house being shaken thereby, they 
were persuaded, (and boasted of it,) Uiat the Holy Ghost did 
shake it in coming down upon them, as he did upon the apostles. 

[Blank.] 

(2.)] A plantation was begun between Ipswich and New- 
bury. The occasion was this : Mr. Eaton and Mr. Davenport 
havme determined to sit down at Quinipiack, there came over 
one Mr. Ezekiel Rogers, second son of that truly faithful servant 
of God, Mr. Richard Rogers of Weathersfield in England, and 
with him some twenty families, godly men, and most of them of 
good estate. This Mr. Rogers, being a man of special note in 
England for his zeal, piety, and other parts, they laboured by 
all means to draw ||^with them|| to Quinipiack, and had so far 
prevailed with him, being newly come, and unacquainted with 
the state of the country, as they had engaged him ; yet, being a 
very wise man, and considering that many of Equality in Eng- 
land did depend upon his choice of a fit place for them, he 
agreed upon such |ppropositions|| and cautions, as, though the^ 
promised to fulfill them all, (whereupon he sent divers of his 
people thither before winter,) yet, when it came to, they were 
not able to make good what they had promised. WhereupoD 
he consulted with the elders of the bay, and, by their advice, 
&c. holding bis former engagement released, be and his people 
took that place by Ipswich ; and because some farms had been 
granted by Ipswich and Newbury, which would be prejudicial 
to their plantation, they bought out the owners, disbursing 
therein about £800 ; and he sent a pinnace to Quinipiack to 
fetch back the rest of his people; but Mr. E^ton and Mr. 
Davenport, and others of Connecticut, (being impatient of the 
loss of him and bis people,) staid the pinnace, and sent a mes- 
||8trong|| ll'bifflll ||3propotal8|| 

1 Mather mentions two names of persons. Sir WilKam Constable and Sir 
Matthew Bojnton, who desi|;ned to accompany him. 
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aeneer with letters of putpose to recover him agaiD. Tki» 
made him to desire the elders to assemble again, and be show- 
ed them the letters thej sent, (which wanted no arguments, 
though some Hruth ;) but he made the case so clear, by letters 
whico had passed between thero,&c. as they held him still free 
from all engagement ; and so be returned answer to them, and 
went on with his plantation. 

[Large blank.] 

The Indians of Block Island sent, for their tribute this year, - 
ten fathom of wampompeak. 

One Mr. 'Howe, of Lynn, a godly man, and a deputy of 
the last general court, after the court was ended, and he had 
dined, being in health as he used to be, went to pass over to 
Charlestown, and, being alone, he was presently after found 
dead upon the strand, being there (as it seemed) waiting for 
the boat^ which came soon after. 

(3.) S.] Mr. Cotton, preaching out of the 6 of Kings, 8, 
tauffht, that, when magistrates are forced to provide for the 
mamtenance of ministers, &c. then the churches are in a de- 
clining condition. There he showed, that the ministers' main- 
tenance should be by voluntary contribution, not by lands or 
revenues, or tithes, &c. ; for these ||have|| always t^en accom- 
panied with pride, contention and dioth, &c.' 

11.] The two chief sachems of Naragansett sent the gover- 
Dour a present of thirty fathom of wampom, and Sequin, the 
sachem of Connecticut, sent ten fathom. 

At Aqutday the people grew very tumultuous, and put out 
Mr. Coddington and the other three magistrates, and chose Mr. 
William Hutchinson only, a man of a very mild temper and 
weak parts, and wholly guided by his wife, who had been the 

lltbiogs badH 



1 The exertioDs of the New Hayen gentlemen to acc^nire so important a 
confederate, as Rogers, might lead to a little exaggeration ; but the insinu- 
ation of falsehood against such characters, as Eaton and Davenport, needs 
not to be repelled. As they harmonized in symbols of doctrine and church 
forms with our colonists, so rude a charge upon them is more extraordina- 
ry than many suggestions we find against the lovers of episcopacy or the 
latitudinarians of Rhode Island* 

9 Edward Howe had been representatiye in all the courts the year pre- 
oediDc. There was, in Ljrnn, another Howe, perhaps brother of Edward, 
named Daniel, of whom, in the progress of this History, something will be 
told. 

9 Cotton did not often preach more sound doctrine, though I am not 
satisfied with the pertinency of the text, which was, undoubtedly, in the 
second bookf 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



$9« JOHN wtmBMif. [lam 

beginner of all tlie fornner troiible» in cbe countryvand stiil con^ 
tinned to breed disturbance.^ 



1 Here \ may redeem tbe pledge, given in note 5, on page 293, of showing 
this relation erroneous. The Hon. Samnel Rddj, many jean secretair of 
tbe state of Rhode Islaaid, and a contifltent atterter of the doctruie of re- 
ligions liberty, for which his fellow citizens may feel as great ob%atioD, as I 
do for his antiquarian diligence in furnishing the State Papers, 2 Hist. Coll. 
VII. 75— 113, besides other valuable information, has supplied me the evi« 
dence. In a letter of 18 January, 1817, wm htkre me, after qmotin^ fVom 
Hubbard^ 338, 9, what that historian had copied from our text, he adds : *•*' Now 
this, not to noiice the contradiction, is altogether without foundation, and 
contrary to the ivhole tenor of the records, which admit of no such construc- 
tion. On the first settlement of the island, the? chose CfidcHiigloii (7tk 
1st month) 1638, the day of their incoiporation) their judge. He reasaiiMd 
tole judge until the 2d of the lUh month, 1638, when they chose three el- 
ders to his assistance, viz. Nicholas Easton, John Coggesnalt and William 
Brenton. These all -continued in office until the -Itth of the let MooCh, IMO, 
when they ordered their chief magistrate to be called fovemoor, the next, 
deputy goremour, and Easton, Coggeshall, William 6iUchin*on axMi John 
FoKer assistants, for one year. This was the only time that William Hut- 
"cbinson was chosen to office. The ftnir following yean, Coddington and Bren- 
-ton were re-elected. 1641, Cogi^all, Robert HBtdii^ William fialatKiii and 
4ohn Porter were chosen assistants. The three following years, they were all 
re-elected. In 1642, according to Hutchinson, (vol. 1. p. 72,) William 
Hutchinson died on Rhode Island. The same year, according to Bubtnurd, 
Mra. Hutchinson and fkmily ^ removed to some {Uaoe under tfa« Dtileh,* and 
Were destroyed by the lAdians*^^ 

^^ The fact, in itself, is, to be sure, of not much importance ; though it re- 
moves from Mrs. Hutchinson a part of the evidence of her being a meddling 
and troublesome woman. But, so far as it vbows the msiterials from wkUih the 
historian composed his narrative,* it is of 'ooosiderable importance. Vagoe 
reports ought never to be adopted in opposition to records. Neither ought 
they to be adopted at all, but as such ; and not then, until the proper sources 
xrf mformation have been examined. I am apprehensive, that much of what 
has been said, and continues to be eaid, of the fiMt .settlors of this state, is 
founded on the sane kind of autberity. I purpose hereafter to ehow aooM- 
thing of this in the case of Gorton, who appears to have been the conunon 
butt of all the early, and some late writen, than whom, 1 am persuaded, no 
one of the first settlers of this country has received more unmerited reproach, 
nor any one suffered so much injustice. His opinions on religious subjects 
were, probably, somewhat singii^, though certainly not more so than those 
of many at this day. But that was his business : his opinions were his own, 
and he had a right to thero.^* 

When ray correspondent fulfils his promise of giving the /rue character and 
life of Gorton, he will render an acceptable service to his country ; but if my 
desire could influence him, it should impose not only that calumniated indi- 
vidual, but the whole colony, upon a gentleman so well able to vindicate its 
reputation. But he must be told, that Hubbard b innoctnily chargeable with 
foUowiag materials, from which lie did not so mvoh oompese, at compile, or 
rather copy, his work. To prevent him and all succeeding writer* from looking 
into the historian of Ipswich, as an ongiyMi authority, for any feet which 
Winthrop had related, I subjoin to this protracted note two coasideratioai, 
from whjch the just value of bis book may be ascertained. 

1. Hutchinson, the most diligent and exact of all writers of colonial his- 
tory, since Winthrop, whose work he could not see, at the opening of hh 
labours, mentions his apparatus : *^ among the rest a manuscript history of 9Ir. 
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They also gathered a ckurcfa in a very disordered way ; 
for they took some ezco0untioicated persons, and others 
who were members of the ciiurch of Boston and not d^ 
missed*^ 

William Uvbbard, which it carried down to the jmr 1S80, Imt, t^ier 1650, 
contains bui ftw faeuy Now our author^s work bongi the series of eventf to 
1649, when he died. Tet, though Habbard was in the prime of life for the tturtr 

J ears following, he seems to have slighted most of the occurrences, in which 
e should have feU the deepest interest, if he hftd mot also feH his incapacity 
to appear the rdater of tbam, A small part of his Tolnme was, certainljr, 
compiled from several scarce tracts relatiTe to the discoveir of our coast and 
the earl J voyages to it ; and, for any thing of date precedmg 1630, his infor- 
mation is sbraetimes authentick, and often curious. A collation with Morton^s 
Memoriid will, however, prove the facflity, with which Huhbard transcribed 
wh<4e pages in succession, even from a printed book, ^ot from the tioie 
when Wmthrop came to his aid, he generously relies on him, and deems the 
labour of copying sufficient. So that more than seven eighths of hb volume, 
between 1630 and 1650, is borrowed, usually by speoifick extracts, ocoasioA- 
aily with unimportant changes, from the text (rif the Father of Massaehnsetts. 
It must be acknowledged, however, that, sometimes, he wisely abbreviates ; 
though, much more frequently, he slides over circumstances, as dates or num- 
bers, in which the ohirography of the MS. would have given him toe much 
trouble to be accurate. 1 would recommend to any rtudions kMrer of onr 
early history to go through (Vom pages 1^ to 536 of Hubbard, and in his 
margin to note the correspoddiug passages from this History. 

2. Dr. Holmes, in his invaluable Annals, a work which almost compensates 
•ur loss of the accuracy of Prince, has referred, between paffes t56 and 347 of 
vol. I. narrating events within the limits of time, for which WinthrOp could 
and did afford assistance, not less than one hundred and seven times to the 
MS. of Hubbard. Now fifhr-six of these citations are of passages taken lite- 
rally by Hubbard from our History, and three fourths of tbe remaining fifty- 
one are feuch as the Ipswich histonan adopted, with alterations ntlerly trivial, 
from the same authority. Printing, therefore, lamentably reduced the value 
of that MS., as all antiquaries, it may be presumed, would acknowledge higher 
veneration for written than printed evidence. Tet the scrupulous annalist 
may easily be absolved from censure ; for, when his vdbmes weie pnt forth, it 
had never been considered, whence Habbard derived his treasures. Those 
which could not be found in the former printed volume of Winthrop, must 
have been sought in Hubbard ; and of the fourteen last citations by Dr. 
Holmes, within the space abovementioned, eleven will be seen, from tbe part 
of the History now first published, to be literal estracts. All this propeas of 
verification, tiie work of a few hours, if not too easily credited by my readers, 
wiU afford, to any who attempt it, sufficient amusement, and at the same time 
famish infallible means of ascertaining the relative value of the testimony fur- 
nished by each of the witnesses, Hubbard and Winthiop. 

1 Those members of Boston church, who had been driven by intole- 
rance to the new region, if they gathered a church at all, must do it in a 
disordered way ; for they might well apprehend, that an application for dis- 
mission would be rejected, and perhaps punished by excommunication. The 
anathema against the outoasts, 1 suppose, belongs auo to all who receive them. 
In 2 Hist. Coll. X. 184, is a long lettor of Cotton, in the name of the church 
of Boston, to Francis Hutchinson, at Acquettinck, or Rhode Island, refusiog 
dismission, though it appears to have been solicited on two grounds, of his re- 
mote situation rendering it impossible for him to perform the duties of his co- 
venant at Boston, and aLo of his natural obligation to attend upon his parents. 

38 VOL. I. 
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€•] The two regiments in the bay were mustered at Boston, 
to the number of one thousand soldiers, able men, and well 
armed and exercised. They were ||led,|| the one by the govern 
nour, who was general of all, and the other by the deputy, who 
was colonel, &^r The captains, &x. showed themselves ver^ 
skilful and ready in divers sorts of skirmishes and other mUi^ 
tary actions, wherein thev spent the whole day.* 

One of Pascataquack, having opportunity to £0 into Mr. Bur- 
det his study, and finding there the cop^ of his letter to the 
archbishops, sent it to the govemour, wnicfa was to this effect r 
That he did delay to go into England, because he would fully 
inform himself of the state of the people here m regard of 
allegiance ; and that it was not discipline that was now so much 
aimed at, as sovereignty ; and that it was accounted iPperjuryK 
and treason in our general courts to speak of appeals to the 
king. 

The first ships, which came this year, brought him letters 
from the archbishops and the lords commissioners for planta- 
tions, wherein they eave him thanks for his care of he majes- 
ty's service, &c. and that they would take a time to redres* 
such disorders as he had informed them of, &c. but, by reason 
of the much business now lay upon them, they could not, at 
present, accomplish his desire. These letters lay above four^ 
teen days in the bay, and 6ome moved the govemour to opeix 
them ; but himself and others of the council thought it not safe 
' to meddle with them, nor would take any notice of them j and 
it fell out well, by God's good providence ; for the letters (by 
some means) were opened, (yet without any of their privily or 
consent,) and Mr. Burdett threatened to complain of it to the 
lords; and afterwards we had knowledge of the contents of 
them by some of his own friends. 

The govemour received letters from Mr. Cradock, and in- 
them another order from the lords commissioners, to this ef- 
fect : That, whereas they had received our petition upon their 
former order,* &c. bv which they perceived, that we were 
taken with some jealousies and fears of their intentions, 
&c. they did accept of our answer, and did now declare their 

||headed|| IPpirocy|l 



. 1 Wonderworking Providence U chieflj Talaed for its account of the mili- 
tary arraj of the people in their te?eral settlements, lib. II. c. 26, the authoc 
having 'l>een better acquainted with the use of the sword than the Bible^ 
though so frequently ambitious of exhibiting his dexterity in handling the 
word. 

s See page 269, 
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intentions to be only to regulate all plantations 4o be subordi- 
nate to the said commission ; and that they m^ant to continue 
our liberties, &c« ; and therefore did now again peremptorily ^ 
require the govemour to send them our patent by the first ship ; 
and that, in the mean time, they did give us, by that order, full 
power to go on in the government of the people until we had a 
new patent sent us ; and, withal, they added threats of further 
course to be taken with us, if we failed. 

This order being imparted to the next general court, some 
adyised to return answer to it. Others thought fitter to make 
no answer at all, because, being sent in a private letter, and not 
delivered by a certain messenger, as the former order was, 
they could not proceed upon it, because they could not have 
any proof that it was delivered to the govemour ; §and or- 
der was taken, that Mr. Cradock's agent, who delivered the 
letter to the govemour, &c. should, in his letters to his master, 
make no mention of the letters he delivered to the govemour,§ 
teeing his master had not laid any chaise upon him to that end. 

Mr. Haynes, the govemour of Connecticut, and Mr. Hook* 
er, &c. came into the bay, and staid near a months It appear* 
ed by them, that they were desirous to renew the treaty of 
confederation with us, and though themselves would not 
move it, vet, by their means, it was moved ||to|| our general 
court, and accepted ; for they were in some doubt of the Dutch, 
who bad lately received a new ^govemour, a more discreet and 
sober man than the former, and one who did complain much of 
the injury done to them at Connecticut, and was very forward 
to hold correspondency with us, and very inquisitive how 
things stood between us and them of Connecticut, which occa- 
sioned us the more readily to renew the former treaty, that the 
Dutch might not take notice of any breach or alienation be-< 
tween us. 

22.] The court of elections was ; at which time there was a 
small eclipse of the sun. Mr. Winthrop was chosen govemour 
again, though some labouring had been, by some of the elders 
^nd others§ to have changed, not out oi any dislike of him, 
(for they all loved and esteemed him,) but out of their fear lest 
it might make way for having a govemour for life, which some 
bad propounded as most agreeable to God^s institution apd the 
practice of all well ordered states. But neither the govemour 

ybyll 

■ , ■ » ■ , I I . .1 1 ■ ■ 1 . . H I. I . ■ J. r 

0- 

1 His name was WiHiain Kieft ; and of him frequent notice wU) occur in the 
interminable negotiations between the Dtitch and our New England colonies, 
it is hardly necessary to refer the reader, for amasem^nt at his expense, to 
Ijuckerbocker^t New York, 
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Bor any other atteinpted the thing ; 4hough s6me jealousies 
arose, which were increased by two occasions. The first was, 
there being want of assistants, the govemour and other magis* 
trates thought fit (in the warrant for the court) to propound 
three, amongst which Mr. Downing, the goveraour's brother^ 
in-law, was one, which they conceiyed to be done to strengthen 
his party, and therefore, though he were known to be a very 
able man, &;c. and one who nad done many good offices for 
the country for these ten years, yet the people would not 
choose him*^ Another occasion of their jealousy was, the 
court, finding the number of deputies to be much increased by 
the addition of new plantations, thought fit, for the ease both of 
the country and the court, to reduce all towns to two deputies*^ 
This occasioned some to fear, that the magistrates intended to 
make themselves stronger, and the deputies weaker, and so, in 
time, to bring all power into the hands of the magistrates ; so 
as the people in some towns were much displeased with their 
deputies for yielding to such an order* Whereupon, at the 
next session, it was propounded to have the number of depu- 
ties restored ; and allegations were made, that it was an infringe* 
ment of their liberty ; so as, after much debate, and such rea* 
sons given for diminishing the number of deputies, and clearly 
proved that their liberty consist^ not in the number, but in 
the thing, divers of the deputies, who came with intent to re« 
Terse the last order^ were, by force of reason, brought to uphold 
it; so that, when it was put to the vote, the last order for two 
deputies only was confirmed. Yet, the next day, a petition was 
brought to the court from the freemen of Roxbury, to have 
the lltnird deputy|| restored, Whereupon the reasons of the 
qourt^s proceedings were set down in writing, and all objectiona 
answered, and sent to such towns as were unsatisfied, with this 
advice, th^t, if any could take away those reasons, or bring us 

ptbree depiitie8||^ 

1 It is by no means remarkable, tbat tbb measure caused some jealousy. 
For the exact phraseology employed, on this occasion, by the assistants, see 
Addenda. Yet 1 find ihjs memorandum on the last page of our first Tohimtf 
of Colonr Records, in 1641 1 ** Mr. Flint, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Dummer, Mr. 
Tyng, Mr. Downing, and Mr. Pyncbeon, are to be propounded to the towns 
for new magistrates.^' 

9 Foresight, rather than experience, must hare led to the adoption of this 
remedy ; for the number of deputies, at the court in March precedior, amount- 
ed only to thirty-three, and had never been greater. But, in fact, we smaBer 
towns bad not exercised th^ir fuU right, and the change was probably made, 
because two might represent either of the other towns as well as three. Per- 
haps it was thppght, that not more than two fit men oould be found in some 
towns. 
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better for what they did desire, we should be ready, at the next 
court, to repeal the said order.^ 

The hands of some of the elders (learned and godly men) 
were to this petition, though suddenly drawn in, and without 
doe consideration, for the lawfulness of it may well be ques« 
tioned : for when the people have chosen men to be their ru* 
lers, and to make their laws, and bound themselves by oath 
to submit* thereto, now to combine together (a lesser part of 
them) in a publick petition to have any order repealed, which 
is not repugnant to the law of God, savours of resisting an' 
ordinance of God ; for the people, having deputed others, nave 
no power to make or alter laws, but are to be subject ; and if 
any .such order seem unlawful or inconvenient, they ||were|| bet* 
ter prefer some reasons, &c. to the court, with manifestation of 
their desire to move them to a review, than peremptorily to 
petition to have it repealed, which amounts to a plam reproof 
of those whom God bath set over them, and putting dishon^ 
our upon them, against the tenour of the fifth commandment* 

There fell out at this court another occasion of increasing 
the people^s jealousy of their magistrates, viz. : One of the 
elders, being present with those of his church, when thev were 
to prepare their votes for the election, declared his juagment, 
that a govemour ought to be for his life, alleging for his au* 
tbority the practice of all the best commonwealths in Europe, 

nhadH 

1 Earlj practice and law seem to have established the equality of repre- 
lentatioD (iota towns ; though it was, after a few years, restricted in Bomp 
decree* Towns haying less than twenty fVeemen were allowed but one 
dtputj, and those less than ten, none, thongfa the freemen of such towns 
were permitted to unite in election with the next towns. A *^ liberty of 
sending or not sending deputies^^ was yerr earlj exercised by the towns, and 
aHowed bj the house. It has constantly been enjoyed since, subject, howey- 
er, to a discretion of the body in imposing fines for neglect ; and, though a little 
Bore restricted under the proyiocial than the colony goyemment, is per* 
fectly well settled under our present constitution as an independent state. 
From the date in the text, Boston, like most of the other towns, sent only 
two members. In 1680 the number was increased again to three, and, after 
the first session under the charter of IVilliam and Mary, was raised to four. 
This was our complement, nearly ninety years, till the commencement of our 
national independence. By the chi^r of William and Mary, eyery town 
was authorised in the first house to haye two representatiyes ; but that first 
general court was by the charter empowered to declare and fix the apportion- 
ment to each town. In the exercise of this authority, leaye was granted to 
towns of thirty freeholders to haye one member ; towns of one hundred and 
twenty flreeholden, two members ; and Boston, alone, four. A complete list 
of representatives from Boston to the commencement of the reyolution i* 
1775 IS giyen in 2 Hist Coll. X. 23 — 29. 1 belieye one or two additions for 
yacancies might, boweyer, be made to it, had I leisure to spend as DMny 
hours as ^e formation of it cost. 
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and especially that of Israel by God^s own ordinance.^ Buf 
this ^as opposed by some other of the elders with much 
zeal, and so notice was taken of it by the people, not as a 
matter of dispute, but as if there had been some plot to put 
it in practice, which did occasion the deputies, at the next 
session of this court, to deliver in an order drawn to this effect : 
That, whereas our sovereign lord, King Charles, &c. had, by 
bis patent, established a governo^r, deputy and assistants, that 
therefore no person, chosen a counsellor *for life,* should 
have any authority as a magistrate, except he were chosen in 
the annual elections to one of the said places of magistracy 
established by the patenL This being thus bluntly tendered, 
(no mention being made thereof before,) the govemour took 
time to consider of it, before he would put it to vote. So, 
when the court was risen, the magistrates advised of it, and 
drew up another order to this effect: That whereas, at the 
court in [blank,] it was ordered, that a certain number of magis- 
trates should be chosen to be a standing council for life, &c. 
whereupon some had gathered that we had erected a new or- 
der of magistrates not warranted by our patent, this court 
doth therek>re declare, that the intent of the order was, that 
the standing council should always be chosen out of the magis- 
trates, Slc. ; and therefore it is now ordered, that no such coun- 
sellor shall have any power as a magistrate, nor shall do any 
act as a magistrate, &c. except he be annually chosen, &c. ac- 
cording to the patent ; and this order was after passed by vote. 
That which led those of the council to yield to this desire of 
the deputies was, because it concerned themselves, and they 
did more study tp remove these jealousies out of the people's 
heads, than to preserve any power or dienity to themselves 
above others ; for till this court those of the council, viz. Mr. 
Endccott, had stood and executed as a magistrate, without any 
annual election, and so they had been ||reputed|| by the elders 
and all the people till this present. But the order was drawn 
up in this form, that it might be of less observation and freer, 
from any note of injury to make this alteration rather by way 
of explanation of the fundamental order, than without any 
cause shown to repeal that which had been established by se- 
rious advice of the elders, and had been in practice two or 

||reportedy 

1 Who gave such impolitiok counsel, supported bj the 4>reposteroii8 ana-^ 
logics, is unknown to me. The ministers were perpetually meddling with the 
regimen of the commonwealth ; and we have frequent occasion to regret, that 
their references to the theocracy of Israel were ^eceired as imthority, rather- 
than illustration. 
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three years without any inconvenience.^ And here may be 
observed, how strictlv the people would seem to stick to their 
patent, where they think it makes for their advantage, but are 
content to decline it, where it will not warrant such liberties as 
they have taken up without warrant from thence, as appears iti 
their strife for three deputies, &c« when as the patent allows 
them none at all, but only by inference, &c. voting by proxies, 
&c.. 

The govemour acquainted the general court, that, in these 
two last vears of his government; he had received from the 
Indians, m presents, to the value of about £40, and that he had 
spent about £W in entertainment of them and in presents to 
their sachems, &c. The court declared, that the presents 
were the governour^s due, but the tribute w^s to be paid to the 
treasurer.* 

[Blank.] 

15.] Mr. Endecott and Mr. Stoughtoo, cominissioncrs for 
us, and Mr. Bradford and Mr. Winslow /or Plimouth, met at 
Hineham about deciding the difference bbtween us concerning 
our bounds. Our commissioners had full power to determine, 
&c. ; but theirs had not, although they bad notice of it long be^ 
fore, and themselves had appointed the day. Whereupon the 
court ordered, that those of Hingham should make use of all 
the land near Conyhassett to the ^reek|| next Scituate, till the 
court should take further order ; and a letter was directed to 
the governour |pof || Plimouth to the same effect, with declara- 
tion of the reasons of our proceeding, and readiness to give 
them a further meeting. The charges of their commissioners' 
diet Ipwasll defrayed by us, because they met us within our own 
jurisdiction. 

Those of Exeter replied to onr answer, standing still to main- 
tain the Indians' right, and their interest thereby. But, in the 
mean time, we had sent men to discover Merrimack, and found 
||crook|| ||3at|| ||3were|| 

1 This appears a verj idle scruple of the assistaDts. Since thej consented 
to pre up (he substance, it was unwise to permit any jealousy about the 
form. Election for Jife has, in no other instance, I believe, obtained for any 
legitlntire or executive office in our country. Annual choice g^ves admirafole 
opportunity for our people to show their stability ; and a gentleman is much 
longer in office usually in the New England states than in those where the 
people vote only at periods of two or three years. 

« A rate of £1000, levied br this court, Rec. I. «50, was thus assessed : 
Boston, £144.10.1; Ipswich, £111.18.11 ; Salem, 111.13.11 ; Dorchester, 
£03.7.9; Cambridge, £91.10.9; Charlestown, £86.16.10; Watertown, 
£81.17.1; Lynn, £79.19.6; Roxbnry, £74.12.6; Newbnry, 67.8.3; Hinf- 
han, £33.14^6; Weymouth, £23.2. 
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BOme part of it about Penkook to lie more northerly tban for- 
ty-three and a half. §So§ we returned answer to them, that, 
though we would not relinquish our interest by priority of 
possession for any right they could have from the Indians, yet, 
seeing they had professed not to claim any thing which should 
fall within our patent, we would look no further than that in 
respect of their claim. 

One Mr. ^Ryall, having gotten a patent at Sagadahoc out of 
the grand ^patent, wrote to our govemour and tendered it to our 
government, so as we would send people to possess iL The 
governour acquainted the general court with it, but nothing 
was done about it, for we were not ready for such a business, 
having enough Hto doH at home. 

[Large blank.] 

26.] Mr. Hooker being to preach at Cambridge, the gover- 
nour and many others went to hear him, (though the govemour 
xlid very seldom go from his own congregation upon the Lord^s 
day.)' He preached in the afternoon, and havin? gone on, 
with much strength of voice and intention of spirit, about a 
quarter of an hour, he was at a stand, and told the people, that 
God had deprived him both of his strength and matter, &c. 
and so went forth, and about half an hour after returned again, 
and went on to very good purpose about two hours. 

There was at this time a very great |pdrouth|| all over the 
country, both east and west, there being little or no rain from 
the 26th of the 2d month to the 10th of the 4th ; so as the com 
generally began to wither, and great fear there was it would all 

llbesidesD ||Sdearth|| 

1 In a diligent search amidst all accessible stores of information, verj little 
knowledp on the subject of this gentleman's grant has been acquired, and, 
of this bttle, not a word from Gorges, under whom the title was derived. 
Verj short and unsatisfactory reference is made to it in some proceedings «a- 
der the authority of President Danforth, acting by power from Massachusetts, 
above for^ years after, which may be seen in Sullivan's History of the Dis- 
trict of Maine, 18^—4. The name of Royal's River in North Varmoutfa is, 
probably, deduced from this person, whose descendants, of the male line, 
pronouncing the name as it is spelt in the text, I am informed, are still re- 
maining in the neighbourhood of their early domain. 

9 By this grand patent is not intended, I presume, the origina] patent of 
18 Jac. I., 3 November, usually called the Piimouth Charter, but one ef 
much narrower limits, 15 Car. I., 3 April, which may be found in Hai. I. 
442-— 455. Royal's letter must have been written immediately after the 
king's grant, in anticipation of which he, probably, had made his arrange- 
ments with Gorges. 

8 Gov* Wuithrop's traveUing on Sunday, for such a purpnoee, roust not, I 
suppose, be considered unnecessary. His example would justify the many 
others. Such instances are now unknown. 
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be lost WbereuppD the general court conferred with the 
elders, and agreed upon a day of humiliation about a week 
after. The very day after the fast was appointed there fell a 
good shower, and, within one week after the day of humiliatioa 
was past, we had such store of rain, and so seasonably, as the 
corn revived and gave hope of a very plentiful harvest. When 
the court and the elders were met about it, they ||considered|| 
of such things as were amiss, which mieht provoke God against 
us, and agreed to acquaint their churches therewith, that thej 
mifht be stirred up to bewail and reform them. 

(4.)] We were much afraid this year of a |pstop|| in England, 
by reason of the complaints whicn had been sent against us, 
and the great displeasure which the archbishops and others, 
the commissioners for plantations, had conceived and uttered 
against us, both for those complaints, and also for our not send- 
ing home our patent. But the Lord wrought for us beyond all 
expectation ; for the petition, which we returned in answer of 
the order sent for our patent, was read before the lords and 
well accepted) as is before expressed ; and ships came to us 
from England and divers other parts with great store of people 
and provisions df all sorts. 

About this time our people came from Isle Sable. A bark 
went for them, on the 3 of the 1 month, but by foul weather ^he 
was wrecked there, and of her ruins they made a small one, 
wherein they returned. It was found to be a great errour to 
send thither before the middle of the S month. They had got- 
ten store of seal oil and skins, and some horse teeth and black 
fox skins ; but the loss of the vessel, &c. overthrew the hope of 
the design. 

The island is very healthful and temperate. We lost not 
one man in two years, nor any sick, &c. 

(5.)] The rent at Connecticut grew greater, notwithstand- 
ing the great pains, |pwhich|| had been ||^taken|| for healing it ; so 
as the church of Wealhersfield itself was not only divided from 
the rest of the town, &c., but, of those seven which were the 
church, four fell off; so as it was conceived, that thereby the 
church was dissolved, which occasioned the church of Watertown 
here (which had divers of H^theirll members there, not yet dis- 
missed) to send two of their church to look after their members, 
and to take order with them. But the contention and aliena- 
tion of minds was such, as they could not bring them to any 
otbec accord than this, that the one party must remove to 
«onie other place, which they both consented to, but still the 
difficulty remained; for those three, who pretended themselves 

||conferred|| ||S8tep|| ||3ire|| ||«t«kiogi| ||%er|| 
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to be the church, pleaded that privilege for their stay, and the 
others alleged their multitude, &c. so as neither would give 
place, whereby it seemed, that either they minded not the ex- 
ample of Abraham^s offer to Lot, or else they wanted Abra- 
ham's spirit of peace and love. 

This controversy having called in Mr. Davenport and others 
of Quilipiack, for mediation, and they not according with those 
of Connecticut about the case, gave advantage to Satan to ||sow|| 
some seeds of contention between those plantations also ; but, 
being godly and wise men on both parts, things were easily 
reconciled.* 

In this month there arrived two ships ||^i|| Quilipiack. One 
was of three hundred and fifty tons, wherein came Mr. ^Fen- 
wick and his lady and family to make a plantation at Say* 
brook upon the mouth of Connecticut. Two other plantations 
were be^n beyond Quilipiack, and every plantation intended 
a peculiar government. 

There were also divers new plantations begun thb summer 
here and at Plimouth, as ^Colchester upon Merrimack, Sud- 
bury by Concord, (Winicoweit was named Hampton,) Yar- 
mouth and Barnstaple by Cape Cod. 
[Large blank.} 

Capt. Underhillf having been dealt with and convinced oT his 
great sin against God and the churches and state here, &c. re- 
turned to a better mind, and wrote divers letters to the gover- 
nour and deputy, &c. bewailing his ofiences, and craving par- 
don. See after, (1,) 5, 39, and (7,) 3, 40. 

There was sent to the governour ipthe|| copy of a letter writ- 
ten into England by Mr. Hansard Knolles of Pascataquack,. 
wherein he bad most falsely slandered tht3 government, as that 
it was worse than the high commission, &c. and that here was 

||8traw||' Ipofll IPatt- 

1 From Tmmbul), t. 120, 1, it appears, the reconciliation was not very 
easy, and was at last effected by the separation of the dissonant parts. Stam- 
ford was settled in consequence. 

9 George Fenwick, Esq. would surely deserve more consideration than be 
bas received from the writers about our country, neither Eliot nor Allea 
having thought bis name required insertion in their volumes, and even Trumr 
bull being apparently negligent of one of the principal fathers of Connecticut. 
This probably resulted from his return to England, and there ending bis days 
in high office, of which some influence wiU appear in our second volume. 
Hutchinson, 1. 97, 8, gives the fullest account of him and his friendly regards 
to our country, lie died early in 1657. 

3 At the court in October, 1640, this place was ordered to be called Salit^ 
bnry. This seemi, from page 289, to have been its first name. 
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nothing but oppression, &;c* and not so much as a face of reli- 
fi;ion« The governour acquainted one of Pascataquack, Mn 
Knolles his special friend, with it. Whereupon Mr. Knolies be- 
came very much perplexed, and wrote to the governour, ac- 
knowledging the wrong he had done us, and desired that his 
retractation might be published. The governour sent his let- 
ter into England, ana kept a copy of it« See more of this 
after, (12,) 20, 1639. 

At Providence matters i^ent after the old manner. Mr. 
Williams and man^ of his company, a ||few|| months since, were 
In all haste rebaptized, and denied communion with all others, 
and now he was come to question his second baptism, not being 
able to derive the authority of it from the apostles, otherwise 
than b^ the ministers of England, (whom he judged to be ill 
authority,) so as he conceived God would raise up some apos- 
tolick power. Therefore he bent himself that way, expecting (as 
was supposed^ to become an apostle ; and having, ||^a little|| 
before, refused communion with all, save his own wife, now he 
would preach to and pray with all comers. Whereupon some 
of his followers left him and returned back from whence they 
went. 

(6.) 27.] Here came a small bark from the West Indies, one 
Capu IfJachonW in her, with commission from the Westminster 
company to take prize, &c. from the Spaniard. He brought 
much wealth in money, plate, indico and sugar. He sold bis 
indico and sugar here for £1400, wherewith he furnished him- 
self with commodities, and departed again for the West Indies. 

A fishing trade was begun at Cape Ann by one Mr. ||*Mau- 
ricejl n^oroson, a merchant of London ; and an order was made, 
that all stocks employed in fishing should be free from publick 
charge for seven years. This was not done to encourage fo- 
reigners to set up fishing among us, (for all the gains would be 
returned to the place where they dwell,) but to encourage our 
own people to set upon it, and in expectation that Mr. Tomson^ 
&c. would, ere long, come settle with us. 

llsomeH ||9no tit]e|| ||39ackett|| ||4Ma?erick|| 



1 or thit gentleman I know rery little. Francis Kirbr, in a letter to John 
Winthrop, jun. 26 December, 1631, says : ^^ Capt« B. wbo was employed bj 
mj cousin, Maurice Thomson and company, for the trade of beaver in tho 

Rifer of Canada, is now arrived here He bath brought in here about three 

thousand pounds weight of beaver, and they are now hastening to set forth | 
•mall ship only for that river, hoping to be there before Capt. Kirk, who 
(I hear) is to fetch his men from Quebeck, and yield up the castle again ta 
i|ie French this next suoMii^r." Probably Thprnson was not tempted t# comt 
to N^w £ngla94. 
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Sr.)] Hei^ was such tHore of exceeding large and fat mack^ 
upon our coast this season, as was a great benefit to all 
our plantations. Some one boat with three men would take, in 
a week, ten ||hogsfaeads,|| which was sold at Connecticut for 
£3.13 the |phogshead.|| 

There were such swarms of small flies, like moths, came from 
the southward, that they covered the sea, and came flying like 
drifts of snow ; but none of them were seen upon the land.^ j, . 
^7.) 17.] A church was gathered at the Mount.* ^^ 
4.] At the general court at Boston, one Mr. Nathaniel 
%aton, brother to the |pmerchant|| at Quilipiack, was convented 
and censured. .The occasion was this : He was a schoolmas- 
ter, and had manj scholars, the sons of gentlemen and others 
of best note in the country, and had entertained one Nathaniel 
'Briscoe, a gentleman bom, to be his usher, and to do some 
other things for him, which might not be unfit for a scholar. 
He had not been with him above three days but he fell out 
with him for a very small occasion, and, with reproachful terms, 
discharged him, and turned him out of his doors ; but, it being 
then aTOut eight of the clock after the Sabbath, he told him he 
should stay till next morning, and, some words growing between 
them, he struck him and pulled him into his house. Briscoe 
defended himself, and closed with him, and, being parted, he 
eame in and went up to his chamber to lodge there. Mr, 

||haDdred«|| ||Shondred|| gsmaghtrateg 

1 In 2 HUt. Coll. TV, 230, a large accoant of tiie mackerel fishery on the 
■outh shore of Mattaohasetts Oaj iDfonm nt, that the appearance of soch in* 
sects is ^^ a welcome herald to the fisherman.^' That memoir is wortti coa- 
suiting bj all the canons. 

S Slifffat mention of this nnhappj man will be found in Addenda, fie bad 
t>een admitted a freeman of our colony 9 June of the preceding year. What 
became of him, after T646, is known only from Mather, who says, he went 
from Virginia to England, there lived privately until the restoration, then con- 
formed to the ceremonies of the church by law established, was settled at 
Biddeford, persecuted the dissenters, from whom he had aposiattMcd^ and died 
in prison for debt. He undoubtedly had very high encouragement to con- 
tinue at the head of the newly established college ; for, in the Court Records, 
I. 252, of May preceding the date in the text, I find a grant ^^ to Mr. Na- 
thaniel Eaton five hundred acres, if he continue his employment for his life, 
to be to him and his heirs.^^ Further evidence of the resolution x>f the 
government in supporting that institution, b (bund, at the same court, in two 
orders : 1. " That a letter should be sent to Mr. Hnmfrey to send in the £100, 
which b in his hand, to further the college." 2. " Mr. Cndecott, Mr. Down- 
ing and Mr. Hawthorne are to dispose of the house^ which Mr. Peters bought, 
as they can, and return the money for the college.^* 

^ Of him I know nothing, unless he be the author of a very cnrious letter 
from England, 7 Sept. 1652, on which prooeedings^inore carious were haA 
kere by o«r gof emment. Se« 3 Hbt. Coll. I. 32— ^5, 
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Eaton sent for the constable, who advised hkn first to admo* 
nish him, &c. and if he could not, by the power of a master, re* 
form him, then he should complain to the magistrate. But he 
caused his man to fetch him a cudgel, which was a walnut tree 
plant, big enough to have killed a horse, and a yard in length, 
and, taking his two men with him, he went up to Briscoe, and 
caused his men to hold him till he had given him two hundred 
stripes about the head and shoulders, &c. and so kept him un- 
der blows (with some two or three short intermissions) about 
the space of two hours, about which time Mr. Shepherd and 
some others of the town came in at the outcry, and so he gave 
over. In this distress Briscoe gate ||out|| his knife, and struck 
at the man that held him, but hurt him not. He also fell to 

Srayer, (supposing he should have been murdered,) and then 
Ir. Eaton beat him for taking the name of God in vain. After 
this Mr. Eaton and Mr. Shepherd (who knew not then of these 
passages) came to the governour and some other of the magis- 
trates, complaining of Briscoe for his insolent speeches, and for 
crying out murder and drawing his knife, ana desired that he 
might be enjoined to a publick acknowledgment, &c. The 
magistrates answered, that they must first hear him speak, and 
then they would do as they should see cause. Mr. Eaton was 
displeased at this, and went away discontented, &c. and, being 
after called into the court to malce answer to the information, 
which had been given by some who knew the truth of the case, 
and also to answer for his neglect and cruelty, and other ill 
usage towards his scholars, one of the elders (not suspecting 
such miscarriages by him) came to the governour, and showed 
himself much grieved, that he should be publickly produced, 
alleging, that it would derogate from his authority and reve- 
rence among his scholars, £c. But the cause went on not-> 
withstanding, and he was called, apd these things laid to his 
charge in the open court His answers were full of pride and 
disdain, telling the magistrates, that they should not need to do 
any thing herein, for he was intended to leave his employment. 
And beinff asked, why he used such cruelty to Briscoe his 
Qsher, and to other his scholars, (for it was testified by another 
of his ushers and divers of his scholars, that he would give 
them between twenty and thirty stripes at a time, and would 
not leave till they had confessed what he required,) his answer 
was, that he had this rule, that he would not give over correct- 
ing till he had subdued the party to his will. Bein£ also ques- 
tioned about the ill and scant diet of his boarders, (for, though 
their friends gave large allowance, yet their diet was ordinarily 

ll«^t|| 
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nothing but porridge and pudding, and that very homely,) h^ 
put it off to his wife.^ So the court dismissed him at present, 



1 An examiDation of the ladj followed, I presume, for the former secretarj 
of the commonwealth furnUbed me a paper, which can hardlj refer to any- 
other transaction than this. Some overseer of the college, probablj, either 
magistrate or cler^man, wrote it from the confession or dictation of the 
accnscd partj : ^^ For their breakfast, that it was not so weU ordered, the 
flower not so fine as it might, nor so well boiled or sUrred, at all times that it 
was so, it was my sin of neglect, and want of that care that ought to have 
been m one that the Lord had intmsted with such a work. Concerning 
their beef, that was allowed them, as thej affirm, which, I confess, bad been 
ray duty to have seen they should have had it^ and continued to hare had it, 
because it was my husband^s command ; but truly I must confess, to my 
shame, I cannot remember that ever they had it, nor that ever it was taken 
from them. And that they bad not so good or so much provision in my^ hus« 
band^s absence as presence, I conceive it was, because he would caU some- 
times for butter or cheese, when 1 conceived there was no need of it ; yet, 
forasmuch as the scholars did otherwavs apprehend, I desire to see the evil 
Ihat was in the carriage of that as well as in the other, and to take shame to 
myself for it. And that they sent down for more, when they had not enough, 
and the maid should answer, if they had dot, they should not, I must confess, 
that I have denied them cheese, when they have sent for it, and it have been 
in the house ; for which I shall humbly beg pardon of them, and own the 
shame, and confess my sin. And for such provoking words, which my ser- 
vants have giv^n, I cannot own them, but am sorry any such should be given 
in my house. And for bad fish, that they had it brought to table, I am sorry 
there was that cause of offence given them. 1 acknowledge my sin in it. 
And for their mackerel, brought to them with their guts in them, and goat^s 
dung in their hasty pudding, it^s utterly unknown to me ; but I am much 
ashamed it should be in the family, and not prevented by myself or servants, 
and I humbly acknowledge my negligence m it. And that they made their 
beds at any time, were my straits never so great, I am sorry they were ever 
put to it. For the Moor his lying in Sam. Hough^s sheet and piUow-bier, it 
hath a tmth in it : he did so one time, and it gave Sam. Hough just cause of 
offence ; and that it was not prevented by my care and watchfulness, I desire 
[to] take the shame and the sorrow for it. And that they eat the Moor^s 
cruAts, and the swine and they had share and share alike, and the Moor to 
have beer, and they denied it, and if they had not enough, for my maid to 
answer, they should not, I am an utter stranger to these things, and know 
not the least footsteps for them so to charge me ; and if my servants were 
guilty of such mi«carriages, had the boarders complained of it unto myself^ I 
should have thought it my sin, if I bad not sharply reproved my servants, and 
endeavoured reform. And for bread made of heated, sour meal, although 1 
know of but once that it was so, since I kept house, yet John Wilson affirms 
it was twice ; and 1 am truly sorry, that any of it was spent amongst them. 
For beer and bread, that it was denied them by me betwixt meals, truly I 
do not remember, that ever I did deny it unto them ; and John Wilson will 
affirm, that, generally, the bread and beer was free for the boarders to go unto. 
And that money was demanded of them for washing the linen, it^s true it was 
propounded to them, but never imposed upon them. And for their pudding 
being given the last day of the week without butter or suet, and that I said, 
it was miln of Manchester in Old England, it^s true that 1 did say so, and am 
sorry, they had any cause of offence given them bv having it so. And for 
t|)eir wanting beer, betwixt brewings, a week or h^ a week together, I %m 
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and commanded him to attend again the next day, when, be- 
ing called, he was commanded to the lower end of the tabic, 
(where all offenders do usually stand,) and, being openly convict 
of ail the former offences, by the oaths of four or five witnes- 
ses, he yet continued to justify himself; so, it being near night,, 
he was committed to the marshal till the next day. When the 
court was set in the morning, many of the elders came into the 
court, (:t being then private for matter of consultation,) and de» 
clared how, the evening before, they had taken pains with him^ 
to convince him of his faults ; yet, for divers hours, he had still 
stood to his justification ; but, in the end, he was convinced, 
and had freeiy and fully •acknowledged his sin, and that with 
tears ; so as tney did hope he had truly repented, and therefore 
desired of the court, that he mieht be parcloned, and continued 
in his employment, alleging such further reasons as they thought 
fit. After the elders were departed, the court consulted about 
it, and sent for him, and there, in the open court, before a great 
assembly, he made a very solid, wise, eloc[uent and serious 
(seeming) confession, condemning himself in ^11 the particulars,. 
&c. Whereupon, being put aside, the court consulted privately 
about his sentence, and, though many were taken with his con* 
fession, and none but had a charitable opinion of it ; yet, because 



•orrj that it was sa at any time, and should tremble to bave it so, were it ia 
mj bands to do again.^^ 

Tbe above is an exact copy of all that is written by that hand ; but on the 
Dext page is found, in a more difficult, but uncommonly beautiful chirography, 
*^ and whereas they say, that sometimes they have sent down for mote meai, 
and it hath been denied, when it have been in the house, I must confess, to my 
shame, that I have denied them olt, when they have sent for it, and it have. 
been hi the house.^' 

In the archives of the State House it is not prebable that any document 
more minute or entertaining can be preserved ; nor would this seem of im<- 
portance and gravity appropriate to this work, were it not connected with the 
historv of the college, and highly illustrative of our author^s text. That nc^ 
coiBplaints against Mrs. Eaton had been brought down from antiquity, when 
her husband suffered perpetual malediction, is perhaps owing to the gallantry 
of our fathers. Her accomplishments as a housewife appear equal to the 
gentlencM of the head of the college. Iler adherence to the religion, ia 
which she was educated, might have been as frail as his, had ^he not t>een lost 
on a voyage with her children to Virginia the next year. The commons of 
the fltucients have often been matter of complaint, but, 1 believe, bave never 
since occupied the attention of the government of the state. 

Of the two young men referred to by Mrs. Eaton, Wilson was son of tlie 
paster of Boston, graduated in the first class, 1642, and, Mather says, ^^ cod- 
tinned, unto old age, a faithful, painful, usefiil minister of the gospeP^ in Med- 
field. Hough was, probably, son of Atherton, the assistant, and was the 
second minister of Reading. Why he received not the usual degree is un- 
known. See Johnson, lib. II. c. 25. In our Town Records I find, ^^ Mr. 
Samuel Haogh, pastor of the church at Reading, deceased at Mr. Hezekiah 
VtherU konse in Boston, 30 March, 1662.^' The Moor was probably a slave. 
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of the scandal of religion, and offence which would be given to 
such as might intend to send their children hither, thej all 
agreed to censure him, and put him from that employment. So, 
being called in, the governour, after a short preface, &c. declar- 
ed the sentence of the court to thb effect, viz. that he should 
gii^e Briscoe £30, fined 100 ||marks,|| and debarred teaching 
of children within our jurisdiction. A pause being made, 
and expectation that (according to his former confession) he 
would have given glory to God, and acknowledged the justice 
and clemency of the court, the governour giving him occa- 
sion, by asking him if he had ought to say, he turned 
away with a discontented look, saying, ^^ If sentence be passed, 
then it is to no end to speak.^ Yet the court remitted his fine 
to £20, and willed Briscoe to take but £20. 

The church at Cambridge, taking notice of these proceed- 
ings, intended to deal with him. Tne pastor moved the gover- 
nour, if they might, without offence to the court, examine other 
witnesses. His answer was, that the court would leave them to 
their own liberty ; but he saw not to what end they should do 
it, seeing there had been five already upon oath, and those 
whom they should examine should speak without oath, and it 
was an ordinance of God, that by the mouths of two or three 
witnesses every matter should be established. But he soon dis- 
covered himself; for, ere the church could come to deal with 
him, he fled to Pascataquack, and, being pursued and apprehend- 
ed by the governour there, he again acknowledged his great sin 
in flying, &c. and promised (as he was a Christian man) he would 
return with the messengers. But, because his thin^ he carried 
with him were aboard a bark there, bound to Virginia, he desired 
leave to go fetch them, which they assented unto, and went 
with him (three of them) aboard with him. So he took his truss 
and came away with them in the boat ; but, being come to the 
shore, and two of them going out. of the boat, he caused the 
boatsmen to put off the boat, and, because the third man would 
not go out, he turned him into the water, where he had been 
drowned, if he had not saved himself by swimming. So he 
returned to the bark, and presently they set sail and went out of 
the harbour. Being thus gone, his creditors began to coniplain ; 
and thereupon jt was found, that he was run in debt about £l000, 
and had taken up most of this money upon bills he had charged 
into England upon his brother's agents, and others whom he 
bad no such relation to. So his estate was seized, and put into 
commissioners' hands, to be divided among his creditors, allow- 
ing somewhat for the present maintenance of his wife and chilr 

llblankll 
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drcn. And, being thus gone, the church procfefeded and cast 
him out. He had been sometimes initiated among the Jesuits,^ 
and, coming into England, his friends drew him from them, 
but, it was very probable, he now intended to return to them 
again, being at this time about thirty years of age, and upwards. 
See after. ♦ 

7. 1 7.] Mount WooUaston had been formerly laid to Boston ; 
but many poor men having lots assigned them there, and not 
able to use those lands and dwell still in Boston, they petition- 
ed the town first to have a minister there, and after to have leave 
to gather a church there, which the town at length (upon some 
small composition) gave way unto. So, this day, they gathered 
a church after the usual manner, and chose one Mr. ^Tomson, 
a very gracious, sincere man, and Mr. Flint, a godly man also, 
their ministers.^ 

Mo, 9.] At a general court holden at Boston, great complaint 
was made of the oppression used in the country in sale of foreign 
commodities ; and Mr. Robert ^Keaine, who kept a shop in Bos- 

1 His craelty and injastice might have been aa great, if the Jesuits had had 
DO share in his education ; though, I fear, the author ibtended to refer the 
fruits to the soil, rather than the tree. 

S Satisfactory accounts of William Thoolson may be seen ui Eliot^s and 
AUen^s Dictionaries, in tlie Magnalia, 111., Johnson, lib. II. c. 7, 10 and 18, 
and lib. III. c. 1 and 11, larger in Morton, sub. an. 1666, the year of his 
death, and, best of all, in the century sermon of Hancock, his successor in the 
church of Braintree, now of Quincy. He had been some years in the coun- 
try, perhaps ; for the Records of Dorchester, which 1 have inspected, accord- 
ing to the views of the historian of that town, 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 191, reckon 
him among their members in 1636. But 1 suspect that was two years before 
his admission. The scrutinizing author must nave concluded, that he was a 
dilTerent person from the future minister of the adjoining town ; for he adds, 
of him '^ I cannot obtain any information.^^ He was admitted freeman 13 
Mav, 1640. Most of the materials used by later writers were found in our 
author, the most interesting event in his pilgrimage here being the mission to 
Virginia, of which a full account will be found in the next volume. The first 
mention of him, after that in the text, will show, that he ^^ had been an 
instrument of much good at Acomenticus.^^ The Braintree Records mention 
the birth of his son, Joseph, 1 May, 1640, Benjamin, 14 July, 1642, and 
death of his wife in January, 1642. Benjamin was graduated at Harvard 
College in 1662. Him I consider the author of the verses in praise of 
"Whiting, which are, probably, the best in the Magnalia. A tribute in verse, of 
greater justice than beauty, is entered in the Koxbury Church Records on 
the lamentable death of I'homson^s wife, while he was absent on the service 
of his master, li is supposed, that the celebrated Benjamin Thomton, Count 
Rumford, is descended from this first pastor of Braintree. 

3 Our MS. had first " their jtastor^^^ after " Tomson," and " ttachtr'*'* to end 
the sentence ; and, as the alteration is by the govemour, I infer that the 
distinction was disregarded at the election* 

4 This gentleman is, probably, the same with one, whose name is the last 
signed to a letter of encouragement of the plantation at Plimouth, 7 AfNril, 

40 VOL. I. 
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ton, was notoriottslj above others observed and complained of; 
and, being convenled, he was charged with many particulars ; in 



1694, presenred bv Oot. Bradford in 1 Hist. ColK III. 28, and who united 
with others, in all fortj-lwo, in a loan of jClSOO sterling, by which its life was 
preserved, lb. 48. Beinsf received into Boston church 20 March, 1633 — 6» 
we may conclude, he had come over in the preceding autumn, probably with 
Wilson in October. At the genera] election, in May following, he was ad-> 
mitted to tbe freeman^s oath, at the same time with Samuel Appleton, Henry 
Flint, and Daniel Maude, who alone, out of siity-two that day sworn, have 
the prefix of respect. 

Of the curious subject, introduced to our notice by the text, inquiry had, 
at the former session of the same court, in September, been instituted ; and, 
from the language of the Record, I. 269, *•*• Capt. Keayne was willed to return 
Sarah King her necessary clothes again,^^ we may presume, the case was a 
flagrant one. It is evident, however, that much more tenderness was shown 
towards him than delinquents usually received ; for we find, at the assist- 
ants^ quarter court, four pages' later, in the same volume, this note : ^^ There is 
£}0 delivered the govemour by one that bad failed by taking too ereat prices 
for his commodities. He hath satisfied the paKies, whom he sold the com- 
modities unto.^^ At the general court in May after the date in the text, i 
find, Col. Rec. I. 276, ^' Mr. Robert Keayne had £120 of his fine remitted 
him ; so that there remains only £80 to be paid by him.^^ He was not the 
only person of eminence liable to this animadversion, though the proceedings 
against him went further than in any other case within my knowledge. In- 
deed, the attempt to prevent demand of high price for any commodity^ how- 
ever willing the purchaser may be to give it, is preposterous and destructive 
to all commerce between man and man. Sedgwick was admonished for a 
like frailty, in asking the money^s worth for his goods. Before this scandal, 
Keayne had been four times chosen from Boston to the genei^ court ; and^ 
after the evil report had passed over, was several times elected, and became 
speaker in October, 1646, but only for one day. Unhappily, he fell under 
obloquy again : a less probable, though more injurious accusation was pre- 
ferred, of which a very particular relation is, in subsequent pages, given b^ our 
author. He certainly stood high in the estimation of the government ; for, in 
May, 1639, a grant of four hundred acres had been made to him, when others 
of no larger quantity were made to several gentlemen of the first rank in the 
colony. 

Keayne died 23 March, 1655—6. His will, proved 2 May after, .written 
with his own hand, — for no other hafid could have been so patient; — at different 
times, beginning 1 August 1653, is a most extraordinary instrument, com- 
mencing on page 116 of our first volume of Records in Probate office, and 
filling one hundred and fifty-eight folio pages. It would be an idle affecta- 
tion to say, that it has been all studied by me, though most parts were curso- 
rily examined ; for no reader of this work would exact of its editor such an 
unprofitable labour. An abridgment of several pages could easily be afforded 
here, for it was made ; but when thirty pages of the will are occupied about 
the animadversion of the court on his extortion, as explained in our text, with 
inculpation of his prosecutor for cruel and unfounded allegations in that and 
another affair, and thirty pages more given to explanation of his accounts in 
many different books, with the order and reasons, f^enttfol enough, of di- 
viding his estate,' — the most minute antiquary becomes weary with the trifles. 
Yet there are several curious parts. The ample declaration of his correct 
faith, that fills two of the early pages, hardly compensates, however, for the 
anxiously refined, but equivocal, morality, by which, towards the end, he 
excuses himself. Between his only son, Benjamin, and a daughter of Dudley, 
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some, for taking above six-pence in tbe shilling profit ; in some 
alK) ve eight-pence ; and, in some §small§ things, above two for one ; 
and being hereof convict, (as appears by the records,) he was 
fined £200, which came thus to pass : The deputies considered, 
apart, of his fine, and set it at £200 ; tbe magistrates agreed 
but to £100. So, the court being divided, at length it was agreed, 
that his fine should be £200, but he should pay but £100, and 
the other should be respited to the further consideration of the 
next general court. By this means the magistrates and deputies 
were brought to an accord, which otherwise had not been like- 
ly, and so much ti*oubIe might have grown, and the ofi*endcr es- 
caped censure. For the cry of the country was so great against 
oppression, and some of the elders and magistrates had declared 
such detestation of the corrupt practice of this man (which was 
the more observable, because he was wealthy and sold dearer 
than most other tradesmen, and for that he was of ill report for 
the like covetous practice in England, that incensed the deputies 
very much against him,) And |[sure|| the course was very evil, 
especial circumstances considered : 1. He being an ancient 
professor of the gospel: 2. A man of eminent parts: 3. Wealthy, 
and having but one child : 4. Having come over for conscience 
sake, and for the advancement of the gospel here : 5. Having 
been formerly dealt with and admonished, both by private 
friends and also by some of the magistrates and elders, and 
having promised reformation ; b^ing a member of a church 
and commonwealth now in their infancy, and under the curious 
observation of all churches and civil states in the world. These 
added much aggravation to his sin in the judgment of all men of 
understanding. Yet most of the magistrates (though they dis- 



^^ an unhappy and nncomfortable match^^ is spoken of in this will ; ahd that 
union, perhaps, with other disagreeable circumstances, compelled the son to 
return to the land of his fathers, where he died, I presume, in 1668. In 
August of that year, administration of the estate was granted to his son-in^ 
law. The male line ended with Benjamin. 

The chief claims of Robert to be remembered, must arise from his activity 
in founding the Artillery Company, of which he was captain, and which is 
fondly remembered in the endless testament. See the History of that in- 
stitution for other particulars. A large 4to MS. of his is' preserved in the 
archives of the Historical Society, chiefly composed of the sermons or expo- 
sitions of Cotton, as taken, probably in church, by the owner. It con- 
tains, besides, two very curious cases of ecclesiastical discipline, in which 
all the church membeis deliver their opinions on the matters, — one against 
Mrs. Hibhins, the other against Serjeant Richard Wait. The lady was cast 
out ; the ^rijeant continued in the aficction of the body. 1'lie report of 
brethren sent to Rhode Island, to warn the dwellers there of contumacy, 
is also given ; and a few other trifles. He left, among other liberal be<« 
quests, a Urge oqe to Harvard College, still preserved in their exhibits 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Sie JOHN WINTHROP. [163d. 

cerned of the offence clothed with all these circumstances) 
would have been more moderate in their censure : 1. Because 
there was no law in force to limit or direct men in point of 
profit in their trade. 2. Because it is the common practice, ia 
all countries, for men. to make use of advantages for raising the 
prices of their commodities* 3. Because (though he were 
chiefly aimed at, yet) he was not alone in this fault. 4. §Be» 
cause all men through the country, in sale of cattle, cora, la*' 
bour, &c. were guilty of the like excess in prices. 5.§ Be- 
cause a certain rule could not be found out for an equal rate 
between buyer and seller, though much labour had been be* 
stowed in it, and divers laws had been made, which, upon ex* 

1)erience, were repealed, as being neither safe nor equal. Last- 
y, and especially, because the law of God appoints no other 
punishment but ||double|| restitution ; dnd> in some cases, as 
where the offender freely confessetb, and brings his offering, 
only half added to the principal. After the court had ccnsur* 
ed him, the church or Boston called him also in question, 
where (as before he had done in the court) he did, with tears, 
acknowledge and bewail his covetous and corrupt heart, yet 
making some excuse for many of the particulars, which were 
charged upon him, as ||^partly|| by pretence of ignorance of the 
true price of some wares, and chiefly by being misled by some 
false principles, as, 1. That, if a man lost in one commodity, he 
might help himself in the price of another. 3. That if, through 
want of skill or Ipother occasion,|| his commodity cost him more 
than the price of the market in England, be might then sell it 
for more than the price of the market in New England, &c« 
These things gave occasion to Mr. Cotton, in hb publick exer- 
cise the next lecture day, to lay open the errour of such false 
principles, and to give some rules of direction b the case. 
Some false principles were these: 

1. That a man |rmight|| sell as dear as he can, and buy as 
cheap as he can. 

2. If a man lose by casualty ||^of || sea, &c. in some of his 
commodities, he may raise the price of the rest. 

3. That he may sell as he bought, though he paid too dear, 
&c. and though the commodity be fallen, &.c. 

4. That, as a man may take the advantage of his own skill 
or ability, so he may of a^nother's ignorance or necessity, . 

5. Where one gives time for payment, he is to take like 
recompense of one as of another. 

I The rules for trading were these: 

1. A man may not sell above the current price, i, e. such a 

|;two|| Ipparticiilarlyll IpotherwiseH \\*m^y\\ UHt|| 
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Erice as is usual in the time and place, and as another (who 
nows the worth of the commodity) would give for it, if he 
bad occasion to use it ; as that is called current money, which 
every man will take, &c. 

2. When a man loseth in his commodity for want of skill, 
&c« he must look at it as his own fault or crosS| and therefore 
must not lay it upon another. 

3. Where a man loseth by casualty of sea, or, &c. it is a loss 
cast upon himself by providence, and he may not ease himself 
of it by casting it upon another; for so a man should seem to 
provide against all providences, &c. that he should never lose ; 
but where there is a scarcity of the commodity, there men may 
raise their price ; for now it is a hand of God upon the com« 
modity, and not the person. 

4. A man may not ask any more for his commodity than 
his selling price, as Ephron to Abraham, the land is worth 
thus much. 

[Large blank.] 

The cause being debated by the church, some were earnest 
to have him excommunicated ; hut the most thought an admo- 
nition would be sufficient. Mr. Cotton opened the causes, 
which required excommunication, out of that in 1 Cor. 5. 11. 
The point now in question was, whether these actions did de- 
clare him to be such a covetous person, &c. IJpon which he 
showed, that it is neither the habit of covetousness, (which is in 
every man in some degree,) nor simply the act, that declares a 
man to be such, but when it appears, that a man sins against his 
conscience, or the very light of nature, and when it appears in 
a man^s whole conversation. But Mr. Keaine did not appear 
to be such, but rather upon an errour in his judgment, being 
ted by fal^e principles ; and, beside, he is otherwise liberal, as 
in bis hospitality, and in church communion, &c. So, in the 
end, the church consented to an admonition.^ 

Upon this occasion a question grew, whether an admonition 
did bar a man from the sacrament, &c. Of this more shall be 
spoken hereafter. 



1 For this VDiimia] instance of moderation in the church, whose correc- 
tive hand, in such an offence, had been wore appropriately exercised than 
that of the magistrate, we may find two reasons : 1, that Keayne^s princi- 
pal accuser belonged to the countcy ; the sympathies of Boston people, of 
whom many, beinf traders, must hare felt the futilitr of several of the al- 
legations against their craft, were therefore less strongly excited ; 2. Wilson, 
the pastor of the church, was his brother-in-law. Keayne, in bis will, says, 
Wintbrop was prejudiced agamst him, but changed his opmion on the matter 
shortly before his death, and designed to have mored the court for restitution 
of th^ fine. 
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Being ndw about church matters, I will here insert another 
passage in the same church, which fell out about the same 
time* Their old meeting-house, being decayed and too small, 
'thev sold it away, and agreed to build another, which workmen 
undertook to set up for £600. Three hundred they had for 
the old, and the rest was to be gathered by voluntary contri- 
butions, as other charges were. But there grew a great differ- 
ence among the brethren, where this new one should stand. 
Some were for the green, (which was the governour's first lot, 
and he had yielded it to the church, &c. ;) others, viz. the 
tradesmen, especially, who dwelt about the market place, de- 
sired it might stand still ||near|| the market, lest in time it should 
divert the chief trade from thence. The church referred it to 
the judgment and determination of ^five of the brethren, who 
agreed, that the fittest place (all things considered) would be 
near the market; but, understanding that many of the brethren 
were unsatisfied, and desired rather it might be put to a lot, they 
declared only their opinions in writing, and respited the full 
determination to another general meeting, thinking it very un- 
safe to proceed with the discontent of any considerable part of 
the church. When the church met, the matter was debated to 
and fro, and grew at length to some earnestness, &c.; but, after 
Mr. Cotton had cleared it up to them, that the removing it to 
the green^ would be a damage to such as dwelt by the market, 
who had there purchased and built at great charge, but it 
would be no damage to the |prest|| to have it by the §market, 
because it would be no less, but rather more convenient for 
them, than where the former stood, they all yielded to have it 
set by the§ market place ; and, though some remained still in 
their opinion, that the green were the fitter place, yet, for peace 
sake, they yielded to the rest by keeping silence while it 
passed. This good providence and overruling hand of God 
caused much admiration and acknowledgment of special mercy 
to the church, especially considering liow long the like con- 
tention had held in some other churches, and jpwith what|} diffi- 
culty they had been accorded. 

(7.) At the court of assistants, one Marmaduke Perry, of 

||nearer|| ||S»mo8t|| |j3whicb withoat|j 



1 Instead of '' five of the brethren," was originallj written " the gevemour 
mnd fwLT ofhtrt,'*'* We easilj understand the cause of the change. 

9 The green, tlie goTemour^s first lot, was the comer of the street, part of 
which was afterwards taken for the Tliird, or Old South Church. Prince, 
who was minister of that church above a hundred years after, — Advertiseruent 
to Annals, U. — sajs, Wintbrop '^ deceased in the very house 1 dwell in.^' 
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Salem, was arraigned for ihc death of one [blankj his appren- 
tice. The great inquest found the bill for murder; the iury of 
life and death could not agree; so they were adjourned to the 
next court, and Perrj was let to bail by the governour and 
some other of the magistrates, after the court. At the court in 
lOber, the prisoner appeared, and the jury, being called, had 
further evidence given them, which tended to the clearing of 
Perry; yet two of the jury dissented from the rest, who were 
all agreed to acquit him. In the end it had this issue, that 
these two were silent, and so the verdict was received. The 
cause was this : The boy was ill disposed, and his master gave 
him unreasonable correction, and used him ill in his diet. Af- 
ter, the boy gate a bruise on his head, so as there appeared a 
fracture in his scull, being dissected after his death. Now, two 
things were in the evidence, which made (he case doubtful; one, 
the boy his charging his master, before his death, to have given 
him that wound with his meatyard and with a broomstaff (for 
he spake of both at several times ;) the other was, that he bad 
told another, that his hurt came with the fall of a bough from 
a tree ; and other evidence there was none. 

4.] At the general court, &c. the inhabitants of the upper h ^f^ 
part of Pascataqitack, viz. Dover, &c. had written to the gover- 
nour to offer themselves to come under our government. An- 
swer was returned them, that, if the v sent two or three of their 
company, with full commission, under all their hands, to con- 
clude, &c. it was like the court would agree to their proposi- 
tions. And now, at this court, came three with commission to 
agree upon certain articles annexed to their commission, which 
being read, the court appointed three to treat with them j but, 
their articles being not reasonable, they stood not upon them, 
but confessed that they had absolute commission to conclude 
by their discretion. Whereupon the treaty was brought to a 
conclusion to this effect : That they should ||be|| as Ipswich and 
Salem, and have courts there, &c. as by the copy of the agree- 
ment remaining with the recorder doth appear. This was 
ratified under ||^uii| publick seal, and so delivered to them ; only 
they desired a promise from the court, that, if the people did 
not assent to it, (which yet thev had no fear of,) they might be 
at liberty, which was granted them.* 

Those of Exeter sent the like propositions to the court ; but 
not liking (it seems) the agreement, which those of Dover had 

llfarell liaa|| ^^ 

1 Much more of the terms, on which these settlements were taken under 
our jurisdiction, will appear two or three years later. 
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made, they repented themselves, and wrote to the court, that 
ihey intended not to proceed. 

[Large blank.] 
At this court there fell out some contestation between the 

S;overnour and the Hreasurer. Nicholas •Trerice being de- 
fendant in a cause, wherein Mr. 'Hibbins, brother-in-law to the 
treasurer, was plaintiff, for £500, which the searchers took from 
him in the ship, whereof Trerice was master, and ihe defendant 
having answered upon oath to certain interrogatories ministered 
unto him, (and which were read to him before he took his oath,) 
and the treasurer pressing him again with the same interroga- 
tory, the governour said, he had answered the same directly 
before. The treasurer thereupon said, (angerly,) Sir, I speak 
not to you. The governour replied, that time was very- 
precious, and, seeing the thing was already answered, it was fit 
to proceed. Thereupon the treasurer stood up, and said, if he 
might not have liberty to speak, he would no longer sit there. 
The governour replied, that it was his place to manage the 
proceedings of the court, &c. The treasurer then said. You 
have no more to do in manadng the business here than I. At 
which the governour took offence, as at an injury done to his 
place, and appealed to the court to declare, whether he might 
not enjoin any of the magistrates silence, if he saw cause. The 
deputy governour, at first apprehension, gainsaid it ; but, pre- 
sently, both himself and the rest of the magistrates (for the 
deputies were without, staying till this cause should be ended) 
dia agree, that he misht so do for a particular time ; and if the 
party, so enjoined silence, were unsatisfied, he might appeal to 
the whole court, who might give him liberty to speak, though 
the governour had restramed him. So the governour pressed 
it no further, yet expected that the court would not have suf- 
fered such a publicK affront to the governour to have passed 
without due reproof, &c. But nothing was done, save only the 
secretary and some one other spake somewhat of their dislike 

1 Tbe marginal note is, ^^ Difference between the goremour and Mr. Bel- 
lingham.'^ 

9 He was of Charlestown, as, from a deed in the first volume of our 
Registry, I ascertained, as also from Charlestown Records. 

3 Of the servicei of William Hibbins much wOl appear in the progress 
of this work. He was a deputj^ from Bosbui in the autumn of the following 
year, though admitted only in May a freeman, and again in 1641 and 1643. 
In this latter he was chosen an assistant. Hutchinson, i. 173, gives as much 
of bis character as can well be ascertained beyond the means furnished by 
Winthrop. He died 23 July, 1654. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1639.] JOHN WINTHROP* 82t 

of it ; neither did it occasion any falling olit between the go* 
vernour and treasurer, for the governour neld himself sufScient- 
Iv discharged, after he had referred it to the consideration of 
the court, so as, if they did not look at it as a publick injury^ 
he was willing to account of it accordingly.^ 

There happened a memorable thing at Plimouth about this 
time. One Keysar, of Lynn, being at Plimouth in his boat^ 
and one Dickerson with him, a professor, but a notorious thief, 
was coming out of the harbour with the ebb, and the wind 
southerly, a fresh gale ; yet, with all their skill and labour, they 
could not, in three hours, get the boat above one league, so as 
they were forced to come to an anchor^ and, at the flood, to eo 
back to the town ; and, as soon as they were come in, the said 
Dickerson was arrested upon suspicion of a gold ring and some 
other pieces of gold, which, upon search, were found about himi 
and he was there whipped for it.* 

The like happened at Boston about two years before^ 
Schooler, who was executed for murder, as before is mention- 
ed, had broke prison and was escaped beyond Winisemett, but 
there he was taken with such an astonishment, &c« as he could 
go no further, but was forced to return to Boston* These and 



1 A strange and lamentable consequence of this controvera'j, in which 
Hibbins was cast, may be seen in Hubbard, 574. Some have said, he remarks, 
that the loss ^^ so discomposed his wife^s spirit, that she scarce ever was wed 
settled in her mind afterward, but grew very turbulent in her passion and 
discontented, on which occasions she was cast out of the church, and thea 
charged to be a witch, giving too much occasion, bj her strange carriage, to 
common people so to judge.'^ The unhappj woman might, perhaps, have 
been earlv cured by a ducking stool. A lonf controversy, in 1640, before 
the church, about some scolding, which terminated in a publick admonitioa 
and subsequent excommunication, is recorded in Keayne^s MS. before men- 
tioned ; but to me it is not, and to others wpuld not probably appear, a very 
attractive subject. Hutchinson, I. 173, informs us, that, though the magis- 
trates refused to accept the verdict, yet it was the general court that con* 
demned her for witchcraft ; and the common people afterwards, with their 
accustomed manner, implied the judgments of 6oa in the disasters of those 
who had given way, so unjustly, to the opinions of the same people. For the 
facts in support of his remark, he is indebted to Hubbard, ut supra. She 
fuflered the punishment of death, for the ridiculous crime, the year after her 
husband^s decease ; her brother, Bellingbam, not exerting, perhaps, his highest 
influence for her preservation. Her wul, made in prison, immediately follows, 
in the Records, that of Keayne, who could not have been pleased with her. 

9 It b in vain to regret, that such paragraphs are preserved in this History. 
The spirit of the ace had prepared the people for such false impressions, and, 
io the perpetual glooms of the wilderness, their imagination gradually stole 
away the supremacy from judgment. The subsequent paragraph, remarking 
the likenest of the event there related, which is natural enough, would induce 
us to refer the astonishment, by which the escape of the criAintl wai prevent- 
ed, to the boat, rather than the offender. 

41 YOL. !• 
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njany other examples of discovering hypocrites and other lewd 
persons, and bringing them under tneir deserved punishments^ 
do (among other things) show the presence and power of God 
in his ordinances, and bis blessing upon his people while thej 
endeavour to walk before him with uprightness^ 

At Kennebeck, the Indians wanting food, and there being 
store in the Plimouth trading house, tbej conspired to kill the 
English there for their provision ; and some Indians coming 
into the house, Mr. ^Willet, the master of the house, being 
reading in the Bible, his countenance was more solemn than at 
other times, so as he did not look cheerfully upon them, as be 
was wont to do ; whereupon they went out and told their 
fellows, that their purpose was discovered. They asked them, 
how it could be. The others told them, that they knew it by 
Mr. Willet^s countenance, and that he had discovered it by a 
book that he was reading. Whereupon they gave over their 
design. 

The people had long desired a body of laws, and thought 
their condition very unsafe, while so much power rested in 
the discretion of magistrates. Divers attempts had been made 
at former courts, and the matter referred to some of the ma- 
gistrates and some of the elders } but still it came to no effect^ 
for, being committed to the care of many, whatsoever was done 
by some, was still disliked or neglected by others. At last 
it was referred to Mr. Cotton and Mr. Nathaniel *Warde, &c. 
and each of them framed a model, which were presented to 
this K^^ncral court, and by them committed to the governour 
and deputy and some others to consider of, and so prepare 
it for the court in the 3d month next. Two great reasons- 
there were, which caused most of the magistrates and some 



1 From New England^! Memorial we learn, that Capt. Thomas WiUet was 
highly esteemed in Plimouth colony, being, in 1651, elected an assistant ; and,^ 
by the choice for thirteen successive years to the same office, in that most 
strictly republican jurisdiction, we may be confident of his well descrving^ 
the affections of the people. It is unnecessary for me to add more than a 
reference to Judge Davis^s edition of that work, in which his services with the 
Dutch, and settlement afterwards at New York, are particularly related. De- 
scendants are, 1 believe, known in honourable stations. 

9 In December, 1641, the labours of these legislators were perfected, at 
this History will show. The result was printed in London immediately 
after. An Abstract may be found by the curious in I Hist. Coll. V. 171 — I9t, 
with an account of a second edition by Aspinwall. We may be sure, that 
Winthrop could not be mistaken in ascribing to Ward the principal honour 
of the work, though Cotton has often enjoyed it. Perhaps any one of twen- 
ty, in the civil or clerical line, had contributed as much as Cotton, though hit 
name would carry the greatest weight. 
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of the elders not to be very forward in this matter. One 
was, want of sufficient experience of the nature and disposi- 
tion of the people, considered with the condition of the coun- 
try and other circumstaaces, which made them conceive, that 
6uch laws would be fittest for us, which should arise pro ||re 
natatl upon occasions, &c. and so the laws of England and 
other states grew, and therefore the fundamental laws of 
England are called jj^customs, consuetudines.!! 2. For that it 
would professedly transgress the limits of our charter, which 
provide, we shall make no laws repugnant to the laws of 
England, and that we were assured we must do. But to raise 
up laws by practice and custom had been no transgression ; 
as in our church discipline, and in matters of marriage, to 
make a law, that marriages should not be solemnized by 
ministers, is repugnant to the laws of England ; but to bring 
it to a custom by practice for the magistrates to perform it, 
is no law made repugnant, &c. At length (to satisfy the peo- 
ple) it proceeded, and the two models were digested with di- 
vers akerations and additions, and abbreviated and sent to 
every town, (12,) to be considered of first by the magistrates 
and elders, and then to be published by the constables to all 
the people, that if any man should think fit, that any thing 
therein ought to be altered, he might acquaint some of the 
tieputies therewith against the next court* 

[Large blank.] 

By this time there appeared a great change in the church 
of Boston ; for whereas, the year before, they were all (save 
five or six) so afiected to Mr. Wheelwright and Mrs. Hutchin- 
son, and those new opinions, as they |pslighted|| the present go- 
vemour and the pastor, looking at them as men under a cove- 
nant of works, and as their greatest enemies ; but they bearing 
all patiently, and not withdrawing themselves, (as they were , 
strongly solicited to have done,) but carrying themselves lov- 
ingly and helpfully upon all bccasions, the Lord brought about 
the hearts of all the people to love agjd esteem them more than 
ever before, and all ||*breaches|| were made up, and the church 
was saved from ruin beyond all expectation; which could 
hardly have been, (in human reason,) if those two had not 
been guided by the Lord to that moderation, &c. And the 
church (to manifest their hearty affection to the governour, up- 
on occasion of some strait he was brought into through bis 
bailiff^s unfaithfulness) sent him £200. 

There was now a church gathered at the Mount, and Mr. 

Ilrci Daturajl ||2cu6to» consuetusdiDisH ||3perceived|| ||4breeche?J 
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Tomson (a very holy man, who had been an instrument of 
much good at Acomenticus) was ordamed the pastor the 19th 
of the 9th month. 

(lO,)] At the general court, an order was made to abo- 
lish that vain custom of drinking one to another, and that upon 
these and other grounds: 

1. It was a thing of no good use. 

3. It was an inducement to drunkenness, and occasion of 
quarrelling and bloodshed. 

3. It occasioned much waste of wine and beer. 

4. It was very troublesome to many, especially the mas- 
ters and mistresses of the feast, who were forced thereby to 
drink more oft than they would, &c. Yet divers (even godly 
persons) were very loath to part with this idle ceremony, 
though (when disputation was tendered) they had no f|list,|| 
nor, indeed, coula find any arguments, to maintain it. Such 
power hath custom, &c. 

Mr. Ezekiel Rogers, of whose gathering of a church in Eng- 
land, mention was made before, beine now settled with his 
company at |pRowley,|| was there ordained pastor, &c. 

3.] There were so many lectures now in the country, and 
many poor persons would usually resort to two or three in the 
week, to the great neglect of their affairs, and the damage of 
the publick. The assemblies also were (in divers churches) 
held till night, and sometimes within the night, so as such as 
dwelt far off could not get home in due season, and many weak 
bodies could not endure so long, in the extremity of the heat 
or cold, without great trouble, and hazard of their health. 
Whereupon the general court ordered, that the elders should 
be desired to give a meeting to the magistrates and deputies^ to 
consider about the length and frequency of church assemblies, 
and to make return to the court of their determinations, &c. 
This was taken in ill part by most of the elders and other of 
the churches, so as that those who should have met at Salem, 
did not meet, and those; in the bay, when they met with the 
magistrates, &c. at Boston, expressed much dislike of such a 
course, alleging their tenderness of the church's liberties, (as 
if such a precedent might enthrall them to the civil power, and 
as if it would cast a blemish up©n the elders, which would 
remain to posterity, that they should need to be regulated by 
the civil magistrate, and also raise an ill savour of the people's 
coldness, that would complain of much preaching, &c. — when 
as liberty for the ordinances* was the main end (|pprofessed||) of 
our coming hither.) To which it was answered, 1. That the or- 
Blifel JlSRoxburyll ||8propoied|| 
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der was framed with as much tenderness and respect as might 
be, in general words, without mentioning sermons or lectures, so 
as it might as well be taken for meetings upon other occasions of 
the churches, which were known to be very frequent. 2, It 
carried no command, but only an expression of a desire* 
J3. ||It|| concluded nothing but only to confer and consider. 
4. The record of such an order will be rather an argument of 
the zeal and forwardness of the elders and churches, as it was 
of the Israelites', when they offered so liberally to the service of 
the tabernacle, as Moses was forced to restrain them.^ Upon 
this interpretation of the court's intent, the elders were reason- 
ably satisfied, and the magistrates finding how hardly such pro- 
positions would be digested, and that, if matters should be fur- 
ther pushed, it might make some breach, or disturbance at least, 
(for the elders had great power in the people's hearts, which 
was needful to be upheld, lest the people should break their 
bonds through abuse of liberty, which divers, having ||*8urfeited 
of,|| were very forward to incite others to raise mutinies and 
foment dangerous and groundless jealousies of the magistrates, 
&c. which the wisdom and care of the elders did still prevail 
against; and indeed the people themselves, generally, tnrough 
the churches, were of that understanding and moderation, as 
they would easily be guided in their way by any rule from 
scripture or sound reason :) in this consideration, the magis- 
trates and deputies, which were then met, thought it not fit to 
enter any dispute or conference with the elders about the num- 
ber of lectures, or for appointing any certain time for the con- 
tinuance of the assemblies, but rested satisfied with their affir- 
mative answer to these two propositions : 1. That their church 
assemblies might ordinarily break up in such season, as people 
that dwell a mile or two ofi* might get home by daylight. 
2. That, if they were not satisfied in the declaration of our in- 
tentions in this order of court, that nothing was attempted here- 
in against the church's liberties, &c. they would truly acquaint 
us with the reasons of their unsatisfiedness ; or, if we heard not 

||IH ipforfeitedll 



1 *^ Much more than enough for the fervice of the work which the Lord 
commanded," Exodus xxzvi. 5, was the occasion of the order by Moses to 
restrain the free offerings. Yet it seems, from the history, they were brought 
only in the morning. In the ten preceding chapters, the contribution ex- 
acted, under that remarkable economy of the house of Israel, appears suffi* 
ciently burdensome. Pious services were, however, by our ancestors, given, 
in many instances, with greater liberality than by the chosen people ; but the 
reference to their theocracy, in the text, will be thought, I presume, the 
most yahiable and ingenious of all those that occur in our early history. 
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from them before the next court, we should take it for granted, 
that they were fully satisfied. They desired, that the order 
might be taken oflf the record ; but for that it was answered, 
that it might not he done without consent of the general court ; 
only it was agreed unto, that the secretary misht defer to enter 
it in the book till the mind of the court might be known. 

(12.) 20.] One Mr. Hanserd Knolles, a minister in Eng- 
land, who came over the last summer in the company of our 
familistical opinionists, and so being suspected and examined, 
and found inclining that way, was denied residence in the 
Massachusetts ; whereupon he went to Pascataquack, where he 
began to preach ; but Mr. Burdett, being then their governour 
and preacher, inhibited him. But, he being after removed to 
Acomenticus, the people called Mr. Knolles, and in short time 
he gathered some of the best minded into a church boily, and 
became their pastor, and Capt. Underhill being their gover- 
nour, they called |ltheir|| town Dover. But this Mr. Knolles, at 
his first coming thither, wrote a letter to his friends in London, 
wherein he bitterly inveighed against us, both against our 
magistrates and churches, and agamst all the people in general, 
(as by the copy of his letter sent over to our governour may 
appear.) The governour gave him notice thereof, and, being 
brought to a better judgment by further consideration and 
more experience, he saw the wrong he had done us, and was 
deeply humbled for it, and wrote to the governour to that 
efiect, and desired a safe conduct, that he might come into the 
bay to give satisfaction, &c. for he could have no rest in his 
spirit until, &c.; which being sent him under the governour his 
hand, (with consent of the council,) §he came,§ and, upon a 
lecture day at Boston, (most of the magistrates and elders in 
the bay being there assembled,) he made a very free and full 
confession of his oflfence, with much aggravation against him- 
self, so as the assembly were well satisfied. He wrote also a 
letter to the same efi*ect to his said friends in England, which 
he left with the governour to be sent to them. 

Capt. Underhill, also, being struck with horrour and remorse 
for his ofiences, both against the church and civil state, could 
have no rest till he had obtained a safe conduct to come and 
give satisfaction ; and accordingly, (1,) 6, at a lecture at Bos- 
ton, (it being then the court time,) he made a publick confession 
both of his living in adultery with Faber's wife, (upon sus- 
picion whereof the church had before admonished him,) and 
attempting the like with another woman, and also the injury ho 
bad done to our state, &c. and acknowledged the justice of the 

l|tbi»|| 
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court in their proceeding against him, &c. Yet all his con- 
fessions were mixed with such excuses and extenuations, as 
did not give satisfaction of the truth of his repentance, so as it 
seemed to be done rather out of policy, and to pacify the sting 
of his conscience, than in sincerity* But, however, his offences 
being so foul and scandalous, the church presently cast him 
out 5 which censure he seemed to submit unto, and, for the 
time he staid in Boston, (being four or five days) he was very 
much dejected, &c. ; but, being gone back, he soon recovered 
bis spirits again, or, at least, gave not that proof of a broken 
heart, as he gave hope of at Boston* For (to ingratiate him- 
self with the state of England, and with some gentlemen at the 
river's mouth, who were very zealous that way, and had lately 
set up common prayer, &c.) he sent thirteen men armed to 
Exeter to fetch one Gabriel Fish, who was detained in the 
officer^s hands for speaking against the king, the magistrates 
of Exeter being then in the bay to take advice what to do 
with him; and besides, when the church and people of Dover 
desired him to forbear to come to the next court, till they had 
considered of his case, and he had promised so to do, yet^ 
hearing that they were consulting to remove him from his 
government, he could not refrain, but came and took his place 
in the court ; and though he had offered to lay down his place, 
yet, when he saw they went about it, he grew passionate, and 
expostulated with them, and would not stay to receive his dis'' 
mission, nor would be seen to accept it^ when it was sent after 
him* Yet they proceeded, and chose one ^Roberts to be presi^ 
dent of the court, and, soon after, they returned back Fish to 
Exeter, which was considerately done §of thcm,§ for it had 
been a dangerous precedent against them, being a weak planta- 
tion, if the commissioners from the lords of the council, who 
were daily expected, should have taken occasion to have done 
the like by them, though they held themselves to be out of 
that province, which was granted to Sir Fcrdinando Gorges. 
Besides this, in the open court, he committed one of his fellow 
magistrates for rising up and saying he would not sit with an 
adulterer, &c. But the chief matter, ||which thev produced|| 
against him, was, that, whereas he himself was the mover of 
them to break off their agreement with us, he had written to 

Hfor which thej proceededy 

1 Of thit gentleman nothing i* known to me, nnless he be the John Ro- 
berts appointed marshal, in 1680, under the new administration bj rojal conn 
misston m that year, Belknap^s N. U. I. 144, and who next year resigned, 
lb. 149, 191, or Thomas Roberts, one of the principal landholders of Ck>fer# 
lb. 159. 
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oar governour, and laid it upon the people, especially upon 
some among them ; and for this thej produced against him a 
letter from our governour, written to one of their commission- 
ers in answer to a letter of his, wherein he had discovered the 
captain^s proceeding in that matter. Soon after this the cap- 
tain came bj water into the bay to tender (as he said) satis- 
faction to the church. This was taken by some of the magb- 
trates as a very presumptuous act, and they would have had 
him imprisoned, supposing that his safe conduct would not bear 
him out, having been once here and returned back again ; but 
that Ijcounselll was not approved, because the time of his safe 
conduct was not expired, and it was thought very dangerous to 
our reputation to give the least occasion of reproach in this 
kind, seeing it might be objected against us to our great prejudice, 
Ipwherell we should not have opportunity to clear our innocen- 
cy. But the church, not being satisfied of his repentance, 
would not admit him to publick speech. So, after one week, he 
returned home. 

In this winter, in a close, calm day, there fell divers flakes of 
«now of this form *, very thin, and as exactly pointed as art 
could have cut 'them in paper, or, &c. 

(l.)24.] The church of Boston sent three brethren, viz. 
Capt. Edward Gibbons, Mr. Hibbins, and Mr. HDliver the 

HcouDcilH ysvrbeng 

1 John, son of the ruling elder, is, probably, the gentleman intended* 
Notice of hit death will appear in our second volume, sub an. 1646. In 
Keayne^s MS. it appears, that, in our church, earljr in 1640, *^ a motion was 
made by such as have farms at Rumney Marsh, that our brother Oliver may 
be sent to instruct their servants, and to be a help to them, because thej caiS- 
not manj times come hither, nor sometimes to Lynn, and sometimes nowhere 
at all.'' On this much debate followed. His father spoke first : ^^ I desire 
what calling my son hath to such a work, or by what rule of God^s word may 
the church send out any of her members to such as are not of the church.'* 
Cotton answered, at some length. Two of the lay brethren proposed objec- 
tions, to which Wilson briefly replied, and the subject was postponed. On 
23 March, Wilson made a full statement of the general consent of the church, 
and the candidate closed thus : *'*' Serjeant Oliver. I desire to speak a word 
or two to the business of Rumney Marsh. I am apt to be discouraged in any 
good work, and I am glad, that there is a universal consent in the hearts of 
the church ; for if there should have been variety in their thoughts, or com- 
pulsion of their minds, it would have been a great discouragement. But, see- 
mg a call of God, I hope I shiJl emplov my weak talent to God^s service ; and, 
considering my own youth and feebleness to so great a work, I shall de- 
sire mr loving brethren to look at me as their brother, to send me oat 
with their constant prayers." From his wiU, 1 find, he married a daugh- 
ter of John Newgate, and left three children, two sons, and a daughter, 
who afterwards married a gentleman of the name of Wiswell. Rumnejr 
Marsh is now Chelsea. It is a little strange, that a people, settled on a 
spot so difficult to have religious instruction at the neighbouring parishes, 
should have continued so long a time out of church state. The nnt sen- 
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▼ounger, with letters to Mr* Coddin^ton and the rest of our mem*' 
bers at Aquidaj, to understand their iudgments in divers points 
of religion, formerly maintained by all, or divers of them, and to 
require them to give account to the church of their unwarranta- 
ble practice ||in|| communicating with excommunicated persons, 
&c. When thej came, thej found that those of them, wno dwell 
at Newport, had joined themselves to a church there newly con^ 
stituted, and thereupon they refused to hear them as messen-^ 
gers of our church, or to receive the churches letters.^ Where- 
upon, at their return, the elders and most of the church would 
have cast them out, as refusing to hear the church ; but, all 
being not agreed, it was deferred. 

18.] Mr. ^Norris was ordained teacher of the church of 
M • 

tesce of the Records of the Chelsea parish is, October 19, 1716, ^* This 
dajr the church was gathered at Rumnej Marsh, and Mr. Thomas Cheever 
was ordained their pastor.^^ For this information 1 am indebted to the kind- 
ness of the present pastor, Dr. Joseph Tnckerman. Undoubtedly the popu- 
lation was smaU, as it has ever since continued. 

1 By Keayne's MS. it appears, the place was called Portsmdnth, a name 
since appropriated to another town, of much less magnitude, on the island. 
Coggeshall, for the refractory brethren, it seems^ inquired of these spiritual 
commissioners, *^ what power one church hath over another church V^ Oliver 
relates, that *^ they denied our commission, and refused to let our letter be 
received ; and they conceive, one church hath not power over the members 
of another church, and do not think they are tied to us by our covenant* So 
we were fain to take all their answers by ^oing to their several houses. Mr. 
Hutchinson told us, he was more neariy tied to his wife than to the church : 
be thought her to be a dear saint and servant of God. We came then to 
Mrs. Hutchinson, and told her, that we had a message to do to her from the 
Lord and from our church. She answered. There are lords many, and gods 
many ; but I acknowledge but one Lord, Which lord do you mean ? We 
answered, we came in the name but of one Lord, and that is God. Then, 
saith she, so far we agree ; and whet« we do agree, let it be set down. 
Then we told her, we had a message to her from the church of Christ in 
Boston. She replied, she knew no church but one. We told her, in scrip* 
ture the Holy Ghost calls them churches. She said, Christ had but one 
sponse« We told her, he had in some sort as many spouses as saints. But 
for our church, she would not acknowledge it any church of Christ/^ The 
report of this unprofitable mission was made 16 March. 

9 Edward Norris is commemorated with du^ honours in Eliot^s Biographi- 
cal Dictionary. Our regret, that so important a name eluded the search of 
Allen, though a descendant of our age is well remembered for his pious libe- 
rality, wiU not be vain, if the second edition of that gentleman^s volume, 
which has been long preparing, supply the deficiency, and go beyond his pre- 
decessor. Norris arrived in our country, probably, the year before his ordi- 
nation, which was the period that the church had to form their estimate of his 
merit. He was not admitted a freeman till May, 1640. He had been a minis- 
ter in England, yet Johnson has not named him. Much infiuence in the 
state was exerted by him, of which evidence wiU appear in this History } 
and, four years after Winthrop's death, in the famous schism of the commis- 
sioners of the four United Colonies, he took side against the principles of the 

42 VOL. !• 
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Salem^ there being present near all the elders of the other 
churches, and much people besides. 

31.] The White Angel, a small ship of Bristol, went from 
hence, and arrived there in twenty-four days ; and, the same 
year, the Desire, a ship built at Marblehead, of one hundred 
tons, went from hence in the summer, and arrived at Gravesend, 
in the Thames, in twenty-three davs. 

Our neighbours of Plimouth had procured from hence, this 
year, one Mr. ^Chancey, a great scholar, and a godly man, 
intending to call him to the office of a teacher; but, before the 
fit time came, he discovered his judgment about baptism, that 
the children ought to be dipped and not sprinkled ; and, he be^ 
ing an active man, and very vehement, there arose much 
trouble about it. The magistrates and the other elders there, 
and the most of the people, withstood the receiving of that 
practice, not for itself so much, as for fear of worse conse- 

Juences, as the annihilating our baptism, &c. Whereupon 
le church there wrote to all the other churches, both here 
and at Connecticut, &c for advice, and sent Mr. Chancey's 
arguments. The churches took them into consideration, and 
||returned|| their several answers, wherein they showed their 
dissent from him, and clearly confuted all his arguments, dis- 
covering withal some great mistakes of his about tne judgment 
B^'HTrtell 

Massachusetts court, who resisted the war with the Dutch. War had beem 
raging two jears between the respective mother countries ; jet our people 
were wise enough to keep at peace on this side of the Atlantick. Those wh9 
hoped to gain by a war were very eager for its declaration, and chai^d the 
pacifick temper of Massachusetts to any thing but its true cause. Nonia 
was, happily, unsuccessful, though he quoted the curse against Meroz, 
which religious or political enthusiasm has commonly found effectoal. See 
his letter of 3 May, 1653, in Haiard, II. 256. The president of the council, 
tlie amiable Bradstreet, was averse to war ; but Norris^s parishioner, Haw- 
thorne, the other commissioner of Massachusetts, was urgent for it. 

1 An excuse for neglecting great labour of inquify about this celebrated 
scholar, who, after the honour conferred on him of two professorships by his 
alma mater, the University of Cambridge in England, became head of our own 
College, is afforded by the elaborate biography, written by a descendant of great 
name, preserved in 1 Hist. Coll. X. 171. Perhaps, however, the ancestor's 
doctrines are a little softened in that tract* He was of Trinity College. 
Mather mentions his verses on the death of Queen Ann, 1619. I have 
seen, in the Boston Atheneum, the Cantabrigiensium Dolor et Solamen, on 
the death of James and accession of Charles, 1625, containing his Greek 
and Latin verses, signed Car. Chaunc^, Coll. Trin. Bac. Theol. His two 
unimportant opinions, relative to the time of celebrating the euoharist, and 
the mode of baptism, were no obstacles to his advancement, even in that age 
of narrow and scrupulous formality. It is a little remarkable, that the two 
first presidents of Harvard College adopted opinions on the form of baptisn 
adverse to that of all the other divines and laicks of the colony. 
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and practice ot antiquity.^ Yet he would not give over his 
opinion ; and the church of Plimouth, (though thej could not 
agree to call him to office, yet,) being much taken with his able 
parts, they were very loath to part with him. He did main- 
tain, also, that the Lord's supper ought to be administered in 
the evening, and every Lord's day ; and the church at Sand«> 
wich (where one Mr. Leveridge was minister) fell into the 
practice of it ; but that being a matter of no great ill conse- 
quence, save some outward inconvenience, there was little stir 
about it. This Mr. Chancey was after called to office in the 
church of Scicuate. 

One 'Palmer, of Hingham, and two others, (being ancient and 
skilful seamen,) being in a shallop of ||ten|| tons, in an easterly 
wind, by Peddock's Island, were overset ; yet one of them 
had the sheet in his hand, and let fly ; but it was too late, having 
but little ballast in her ; yet it pleased God, thei% came by, 
soon after, a pinnace, which espied them sitting upon her |pside,|| 

Jet deep in the water, and took them up, but the shallop was not 
eard of after. 
Many men began to inquire after the southern parts ; and 
the great advantages supposed to be had in Virginia and the 
West Indies, &c. made this country to be disesteemed of many ; 
and yet those countries (for all their great weallh) have sent 
hither, both this year and formerly, for supply of clothes and 
other necessaries; and some families have forsaken both Provi- 
dence and other the Caribbee Islands and Virginia to come live 
here. And though our people saw what meagre, unhealthful 
countenances they brought hither, and how fat and well liking 

HlOOI ||98broudtg 

1 If nothing of rreater valae, than these aniwen of the churches, were 
lost bjr 118, we shoiud less regret the eitent of oar ignorance of the thoughts 
and actions of our fathers. From Keayne^s MS. it appears, that answer bj 
Boston church was made, 21 June, to a question and desire from the church 
of Plimouth, ^^ whether it4>e lawful to use sprinkling in baptism, or rather 
dipping ; Mr. Chauncj being of the mind, that it is a violation of an ordi- 
nance to use sprinkling instead of dipping.'*^ In the illustrious descendant's 
Life of his ancestor, there maj be some mistake on this point. Tet an 
equal erronr is, p%rhaps, discernible in the teiit, as to the confutation, and 
finding mistakes about ^^ the judgment and practice of antiquity." Fortunate- 
ly, it is a matter, on which little depends ; and the churches here would do 
wisely to allow, as a large part of the antlpsedobaptists in England are liberal 
enough to do, that the substance of Christianity is of infinitely higher impor- 
tance than this form of expressing our devotion to it, and that a contro- 
Tersy, which cannot be settled, had better be dropped. 

9 Hingham Records show, that John Palmer came over in Septemt>ep, 
1635, and those of the colony, that he was made free 13 March, 16;i8-*&4 
JKotbing more of him is known by me. 
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tbej became soon, yet thej were so taken with the ease and 
plenty of those countries, as many of them sold their estates here 
to transport themselves to Providence ; among whom the chief 
was John Humfrey, Esq. a gentleman of special parts of learning 
and activity, and a godly man, who had been one of the first 
beginners in the promoting of this plantation, and had laboured 
verj^ much therein. He, being brought low in his estate, and 
having many children, and being well known to the lords of 
Providence, and offering himself to their service, was accepted to 
be the next governour. Whereupon he laboured much to draw 
men to join with him. This was looked ||at, both|| by the 
general court, and also bv the elders, as an unwarrantable 
course ; for though it was thought very needful to further planta^ 
tion of churches in the West Indies, and all were willing to en- 
deavour the same ; yet to do it with disparagement of this coun« 
try, (for thev gave out that they could not subsist here,) caused 
us to fear, that the Lord was not with them in this way. And, 
withal, some considerations were propounded to them by the 
court, which diverted some of them, and made others to pause, 
upon three points especially : 1. How dangerous it was to bring 
up an ill report upon this good land, which God had found out 
and given to his people, and so to discourage the hearts of their 
brethren, &c. 2. To leave a place of rest and safety, to expose 
themselves, their wives and children, to the danger of a potent 
enemy, the Spaniard. 3. Their $$ubjection to such ^ovemours 
as those in England shall set over them, &c. Notwithstanding 
these considerations, divers of them persisted in their resolu- 
tions, and went about to get some ship or bark to transport 
them s but they were still crossed by the hand of God.^ 

Mo. 3. 17.] Joseph %rrafton set sail from Salem, the ^d day 
in the morning, in a |pketch|| of about fortv tons, (three men and 
a boy in her,) and arrived at Pemaquid (the wind easterly) upon 
the third day in the morning, and there took in some twenty 

RapoDH PCavycB 

1 " That the Lord was not with them," in their design to draw off peo- 
ple from Massachusetts to the West Indies for a permanent plantation, we 
inaj as con6dentlj believe, as did Winthrop and the majority who remained ; 
Tet it is desirable to disavow the notion, that their difficulties in the attempt 
prove, t|iat thej ^^were still crossed bj his hand.^' 

9 He bad been made free at the general election in May, 1637. The re- 
lation in the text proves the prosperity of the plantation at Pemaquid, no lest 
than the activity of Grafton. In the next volume it will be seen, that his 
vessel, carrying provisions to La Tour, was taken by D^Aulney, and the crew 
were very ill treated. Grafton died at Barbados, February, 1670. Descend- 
ants are knowp, among whom is one of the san^ name in this city. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



O^a^.J JOHN WINTHROP. 3S3 

cows, oxen, &c* with hay and water for them, and came to an 
anchor in the bay the 6tV day, about three after noon. 

It came over by divers letters and reports, that the Lord 
Say did labour, by disparaging this country ,/o divert men from 
coming to us, and so to draw them to the West Indies ; and, 
finding that godly men were unwilling to come under other go- 
vernours than such as they should make choice of themselves, 
&c. they condescended to articles somewhat suitable to our 
form of government, although they had formerly declared 
themselves much against it, and for a ||meer aristocratie,|| and 
an hereditary magistracy to be settled upon some great per- 
sons, &c. 

The eovernour also wrote to the Lord Say about the report 
aforesaid, and therein showed his lordship, how evident it was, 
that God had chosen this country to plant his people in, and 
therefore how displeasing it would be to the Lord, and dange- 
rous to himself, to hinder this work, or to discourage men from 
supplying us, by abasine the goodness of the country, which he 
never saw, and persuadmg men, that here was no possibility of 
subsistence ; whereas there was a sure ground for his children's 
faith, that, being sent hither by him, either he saw that the land 
was a good land, and suflScient to maintain them, or else he 
intend^ to make it such, &c. To this letter his lordship re- 
turned answer, (not denying that which was reported of him, 
nor the evidence of the Loijd's owning the work, but) alleging, 
that this was a place appointed only for a present refuge, &c. 
and that, a better place being now found out, we were all called 
to remove thither. 

{Verj large blank.] 
Ijmore ari8tocratic|| 

1 Days of the week, probablr, are meant The lame scrapie, which led to 
change of the months, caused the names of the days to be offensiYe, and in- 
duced the fathers to reckon the less, as well as greater divisions of time, bjr 
niimeralf. Adherence to this custom distinguishes the Quaken. 
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A 1. 

£The date of this letter 'w uncertain ; probably aa earlj as 1621 or 2.] 

Mj good Wife, 

I WROTE to thee this week bj Ro^r Mather, but shall 
expect no other letter from thee, because of thy loarney to Maplested, 
from whence I hope thou art safely returned. Blessed be the Lord, 
our good God, who watcheth over us in all our ways to do us good, and 
to comfort us with his manifold blessings, not taking occasion by our 
sins to punish us as we deserve. Through his mercy it is, that 1 con- 
tinue in health, and that, to my great joy, I hear well of thee and our 
family. The Lord teach us the right use of ail his blessings, and so 
temper our affections towards the ^od thinss of this life, as our great- 
est joy may be, that our names are in the book of life, that we have 
tiie good will of oar heavenly Father, that Christ Jesus is ours, and 
that by him we have r^t to all things. Then, come what will, we 
may liaye joy and con&lence. 

My sweet wife, — I am sorry that I cannot now appoint the time, 
that I hope to return, which cannot be the next week; though, it is 
like, my sister Fones, or some of her company, will come down then ; 
but you shall hear more the beginning of next week. 

For news I have but one to write of, but that will be more wel- 
come to thee than a ereat deal of other. My office is gone, and 
^ my chamber, and I snail be a saver in them both. So, as I hope, 
l^ we shall now enjoy each other a^n, as we desire. The Lord 
I teach us to improve oar time and society to more use for our 
sr mutual comfor^ and the good of our family, &c. than before. 
It is now bed time ; but I must lie alone ; therefore I make less 
haste. Yet I must kiss my sweet wife ; and so, with my blessing to 
our children, and salutation to all our friends, I commend thee to 
the grace and blessing of the Lord, and rest 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 



My brother D. and sister, and sister F. commend them to thee. 

very lovir^ trift^ Mrs. Wi 
at her Howe in Orolon, 



To his very lovir^ trife^ Mrs. Wiitthrof, 

Ho\ 
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A 2. 

Dear Son, 

Though I have received no letters jet from you, I cannot pass 
bj anj opportunity, without some testimony of my fatherly aflTectioD, 
and care or your welfare, for which respect I am content to have you 
absent from me in so far a distance ; for 1 know, that, in respect of 
yourself, patria ubicuncjue bene, and in respect of the Almighty, his 
power and providence is alike in all places; and for mine own com- 
fort, it shall be in your prosperity and well-doing wheresoever. 

Because 1 cannot so oft put you in mipd of those things, which 
concern your good, as if you were nearer to me, it must be jour care 
the better to observe and ruminate those instructions, which I give 
you, and the better to apply the other good means, which you have. 
Especially labour, by all means, to imprint in your heart the fear of 
God, and let not the fearful profaneness and contempt of ungodly 
men diminish the reverent ana awful r^rd of his Great Majesty ia 
your heart. But remember still, that the time is at hand, when they 
shall call the fmountains to] hide them from the face of Him, whom 
now they slight and neglect, &c. 

I have written to you more largely by one Mr. Southwell, and now 
am at little leisure. When you write back, let me know ^e state 
of your coll^, &c. and how you like, &c., and remember my love 
to your reverend tutor. Your erandfather, grandmother, and mother, 
salute and bless you. Your brothers and sister are in healdi, (I 
praise God.) The Lord, in mercy, season your heart with his grace, 
and keep you from the lusts of youth and the evil of the times. So 
I rest 

Your loving father. 



Groton, Jiugust 6, 1622. 

ny beloved Son^ JoHir Wii 
at the CoUege in Dublinj i*d. 



JOHN WINTHROP, 



To my beloved Son^ JoHir Wihthrop, ) 



A 3. 

My beloved Sod, 

I BE8KECH the Lord to bless thee with grace and peace, t 

S've him thanks for thy welfare, and hope, thnmgli his mercy, that 
is infirmity, which is now upon thee, shall turn to tiiy health* I 
received two letters from thee, written (I perceive) in haste; but 
they were welcome to me and the rest, to your grandmother, mother, 
&c. who all rejoice in your good liking. I sent you two letters, a 
good while since, which 1 hope will not miscarry, though they be 
long in going. The further you are from me, the more careful I am 
of your welfare, both in body and soul ; the chief means whereof 
lyeth in your own endeavour. Your friends may pray for you and 
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counsel you^ but yoor own diligence and watchfulness milst be added 
to make you blessed. God bath proTided you a liberal portion of 
outward good things* You must labour to use them soberly, and to 
consider, that your happiness lyeth not in meat, drink and bodily 
refreshings* but in the mvoor ot God for your part in a better life. 
I purposed to send you, by this bearer, such books as you writ for; 
only Aristotle i cannot, because your uncle Fones is not at London 
to buy it ; and I know not whether you would have Latin or Greek. 
I purpose also to send you some cloth for a gown and suit; but for 
a study gown, you were best buy some coarse Irish cloth. 1 shall 
(if God will) write to you acain by Mr. Olmsted. For the carriage 
of such things as I send you by John Hutton, you must remember to 
ptLj him, because i cannot tell here what they will come to. i have 
written to your uncle to send over my gelding. If you see that he 
forget it, you may put him in mind. Your grandfather and grand- 
in<m)er will write to you. Your mother salutes you with her blessings. 
We are all in health, (i praise God.) Remember my love to your 
good tutor. The Lond m mercy bless and keep you, and direct and 
prosper your study. Amen, so I rest 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 
Groton, Jiugusi 31, 1622. 

To my beloved Son^ Johv Wiitthrop, > 
at the College near Dublin* > 



A 4. 
My dearly beloved Sou, 

I do usually begin and end my letters With that, which I 
would have the A and ik of all thy thoughts and endeavours, viz. 
the blessing of the Almighty to be upon thee, not after the common 
valuation of God's blessings, like the warming of the sun to a hale, 
stirring body; but that blessinj^;, which faith finds in the sweet 
promises of God and his free favour, whereby the soul hath a place 
of joy and refuge in all storms of adversity. 1 beseech the Lord to 
open thine eyes, that thou mayest see the riches of this ffrace, which 
will abate the account of all earthly vanities : and if it please him to 
ffive thee once a taste of the sweetness of the true wisdom, which is 
from above, it will season thy studies, and give a new temper to thy 
soul. Remember, therefore, what the wisest saith. The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Lay this foundation, and thou 
shalt be wise indeed. 

I am very glad to hear, that you like so well in Ireland. If your 
profiting in learning may be answerable, it will much increase mj 
comfort I was not greatly troubled to hear that your body did 
break out, but rather occasioned to bless God, that sent you so good 
a means of future health. I must needs acknowled^ the great care 
and kindness of your uncle and aunt towards yeu. it nay be much 

43 VOL. 1. 
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to ymir good, if yon be careful to make rig^t use of it, at I hope you 
do; fori hear you love your study well. You must have special 
care, that you be not eiismu*ed witii the lusts of youth, which are 
commonly covered under the name of recreations, &c« 1 remember 
the counsel of a wise man, Quidquid ad voluptatis seminarium 
pullulat, yenenum puta. Think of it, (dear son,) and especially that 
uf Paul to Timothy, Exhort youna; men that they be sober minded. 

I sent you some books by J. Hutton. I could not then buy the 
rest, nor such cloth, &c which 1 would have sent you, because your 
uncle Fones was not then in London ; and 1 have no friend else, that 
I can make bold with. 1 have now a piece of cloth to make jour 
doublet and hose, if I can send it by Mr. Olmested ; if not, then 
desire your uncle to fit you there; it is only some little more in the 
price ; and I have found, that, except one send by some friend, the 
earriace and custom (besides the hazard) costs so much, as there will 
be little saved. You may line your gown with some warm biize, 
and wear it out, for else you will soon oo^row it ; and if you be not 
already in a frieze jerkin, I wish you to gtt one speedily ; and how- 
soever you clothe yourself when you stir, yet be sure to keep warm 
when you study or sleep. 1 send you no money, because you may have 
of your uncle what you need. I hope you will be honestly frugal, and 
have respect to my great charge and small means, which 1 shall wil- 
lingly extend to the utmost to do you good. Your grandfather, 
ffrand mother and mother salute and bless you. We all, with your 
brothers and sister, are in health, (I praise 6od.) Forth is at Bury ; 
but he fell so between two forms, as he had Id^e, between both, to 
have fallen back to Boxford. 

Your uncle Gostlin and aunt are in health, and he means to write 
to you. Your good host and hostess at Bury inquire much of you, 
and desire always to be remembered to you ; so did your master 
there, when I last saw him. 

I purpose to write two or three lines to your good tutor, in 
token ot my thankful acceptance of his lovine pains with you. 

We are daily in expectation of Mr. Olmested^ coming by us, who 
appointed to have set forth on his journey above a fortnignt since ; 
otherwise I had adventured some letters by London before this, 
thooeh we received none from you since John Hutton came to us. 

1 near not yet of my gelding. It will be fit, that, at the quar- 
ter's end, (if your uncle forget it,) you ask him money for your 
tutor. The Lord bless you ever. So 1 rest 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

October 16, 1622. 

Commend me to Mr. Downes the stationer. 

To my beloved 5on, Johw Wivthrop, at > 
Ttinity CoUtge in Dublin^ Irtlandj d'd. S 
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A 5. 

My fweet Wife, 

Blessed be God, by whose providence and protection I am 
come safe to London. Here I find them all in health, and a great 
deal of kind welcome ; only thy company is wanting, which thej 
much desire. 

I doubt my brother's coming to Ipswich will be deferred till tbci 
sprine; for Mr. Hore (who should hire his house) and he are broken 
oflf. Thus man purposeth, but God disposeth. 0« that we could 
learn, at len^, to trust his wisdom, lore, power, &c. and cast our 
care upon him, and leave our own carnal wisdom, fear, confidence, 
&c. Then should it go well with us assuredly ; Ihen should we 
have our rest in that true peace, which passeth understanding. But 
it is our wretched infidelity that keeps good things from us. jLet us, 
therefore, pray earnestly, and labour for this precious fiiith ; it will 
recompense all our cost. 

For such news as b here, this bearer can sufficiently inform yoo, 
and so may spare my labour ; and, besides, I am hasted into the 
city about my business. When I shall return, I cannot yet tell, but 
thy love will make me lose no time. Therefore, for the present, with 
my brother's and sister's kind salutations to thee and to my parents, 
to whom I commend my love and duty, I heartily commend thee 
and our little ones, and all our fiimily, to the gracious protection and 
blessing of the Lord. So I rest 

Thy faithful, loving husband, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

London, October 19, 16£2. 



A 6. 

My dear Son, 

I RECEIVED your letters, with the bill of chaiiges indosed, &c. 
I bless God for the continuance of your heaUh, but especially for 
the good teed of hb true fear, which 1 trust is planted, and grows 
«bilv in you. I perceive you lose not your time, nor neglect jour 
ttudy, which, as it will be abundantiy fruitful to my comfort, so 
much more to your own future and eternal happiness, and especially 
to the glory of'^him, who hath created you to tnis purpose. I pray 
continnalIy» that God will please to establish jour heart, and blesa 
these goocl beeinnincs. For the money, which you have spent, I will 
pay it, and wliat else your uncle shall appmnt me, so soon as I re- 
cenre mj rents. And for your expenses, seeing I perceive you are 
considerate of my estate, 1 will have as areat r^iurd of yours; and 
■o Ions as your mind is limited to a sober course, I will not yimt 
your alTowance less than to the uttermost of mine own estate. So as, 
if ££0 be too littie, (as I always accounted it,) you shall have £30 ; 
and when that shall mot aufl&ce, you shall have more. Only hold a 
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sober and fhigal course, (jet without baseness,) and I will shorten my- 
self to enlarge 700. For your apparel, desire your uncle to furnish 
you for this present ; ana, if 1 can find out a means to send yoa 
thinn against winter at a more easy rate, 1 will provide for you, as I 
would have done before this, but that I thought (the chai^ges of send^ 
ing and hazard considered) you were as good provide them there* 
Your mother is lately delivered of another son, (his name is Deane,) 
and is reasonable well, (I praise God,) with your grandmother, 
brothers, sister, uncle and aunt Oostlin, &c. ; but your grandfather is 
Tery weak, and (we fear) in his last sickness. They all salute you, 
and rejoice in your welfare. Goodman Hawes was here, and salutes 
you also. Remember my love to your tutor, &c The Lord bless 
jou always. Amen. 

Your loving father, 

J. WINTHROP. 

I wrote to you lately, and to your uncle and aunt ; and^ since, I 
wrote another letter to your aunt 

March 25, 1628, 

7« my beUved Son^ Jobs Wivthrop, at Trinity > 
CoUege^inlMtlinf <Pd^ frtland....Rec'd April 26. S 



A 7. 

Bon John, 

Thb blessing of the Lord be upon thee, and upon thy 
studies unto a most happy success. I received divers letters from 
thee since Christ-tide, and 1 hav^ written three. 1 hope thou 
hast received them before this. I bless God, and am heartily re- 
freshed to hear of thy health and good liking; especially to see 
those seeds of the fear of God, which (I hope and daily pray) will 
arise to timely fruit . He, who hath b^n that good m you, will 
perfect it unto the day of the Lord Jesus ; only you roust be con- 
stant and fervent in tne use of the means, and yet trust only to 
God'b blessing. 

1 was purposed to defer writins to you till your uncle Gostlin 
should have come; but his journey beinj^ put off on the sudden, I am 
enforced to borrow of the night to wnte these few lines unto thee. 
Concerning thy charges, I have written my mind in a former letter ; 
but, lest tmtt hath miscarried, know that my good persuasion of thy 
tender regard of my estate, and confidence of a sober course, shall 
make me to extend myself to the farthest of my ability for thy good, 
be it £50 per annum, or more, if occasion be. And though I nave 
sent over no money all this time, it was not through my neglect of 
thee, but upon that assurance, which I had of thy uncle and aunt their 
ctLve of thee, he himself willing me to send no money till he s^t for 
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it ; and iiow» since Mr. Good is dead, I know not to whom to paj iL 
But make jou no question, for ^God willing^ I will discharge everj 
mat And for your apparel and nooks, I fina it so difficult and trou- 
blesome, &c. to send tnings over, as I would wish you to provide there 
for the present. 

I have written to your uncle of the chan^, that it hath pleased the 
Lord to make in our famil^.^ The Lord give us and you to make a 
right use of it Time will not permit me to write more. Your 
mndmother and mother salute and bless you. Remember me very 
kindly to your good tutor and Mr. Downes, &c. 

Your loving father, 

J. WINTHROP. 

JprU 20, 1623. 

Send me word, in your next, how Mr. Olmsted and that planta-^ 
tion prospers. I wish oft God would open a way to settle me in 
Ireland, if it might be for his glory there. 

Commend me to my little cousins, and to my 8:od-daughter, So- 
■annah Mitton, to Richard, and the rest of the &mily. 

To my Uring Son^ Jobs Wivthrop, > 
at tlu CoUege in Dublin^ Ireland. > 



A 8. 

My well beloved Son, 

I RBosivBD Hkj letters of the 26 of May this 26 of June; 
and, the messenger being presently to return, I cannot satisfy myself 
in writing to thee as I desire. Let it suffice for the present that I 
humbly praise our heavenly Father for his great mercy towards thee, 
in all respects ; especially for the hope, whicn I conceiv^ that he hath 

J leased to mdce ^ee a vessel of glory for thy salvation in Christ 
esus. And I heartily rejoice, that he hath vrithdrawn thy mind from 
the love of those worldly vanities, wherewith the most part of youth 
are poisoned, and hath given thee to discern of, and exercise thyself 
in, tnings that are of true worth. I see by your epistle, that you nave 
not spent this year past in idleness, but have profited even beyond 
my expectations. The Lord grant tiiat thy soul may ^11 prosper in 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ and in the strength of the Spirit as 
tiiy mind is strengthened in wisdom and learning ; for this gives the 
true lustre and beauty to all gifts, both of nature and industry, and 
is as wisdom with an inheritance. I am sure, before this, you have 
knowledge of that which, at the time when you wrote, you were ig- 
norant c7, viz. the departure of your grandfi^&er |^ (for I wrote over 

1 This refers, probably, to the d^ath of Got* Winthrop^s father. 
9 AdaiD) bom 10 August, 1648« 
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twice since.) He hatii finished his cearae* and is nthered to bis peo* 
pie in netceySs the ripe corn into the hsm. He tmMid|it long for the 
day of nis dissolution, and welcomed it most xjadlj. Thas is he cone 
before, and we must go after in ear time. This advantage he bath 
of us, he shall not see the CTil, which we may meet with ere we ^ 
benoe. Happj thoee, who stand in good terms with God and their 
own conscience : They shall net fear evil tidings ; and in all changes 
they shall be the same. 

The rest of «• (I pruse Cknl) are in health. Your fcrandmother 
and mother salute and bless you in the Lord. We all diink long to 
see you ; and. it is like, myself shall (if it please God) go over to you, 
before 1 shall be willing you should take so great a journey, and be so 
long withdrawn from your happy studies to come to us. It satisBeth 
me, that 1 know you are well, and can want nothing, and that Ci be- 
lieve) God blesses you. 1 shall continue to prav for you, and will not 
he wanting, to my power, to further your gooa in every tiling ; and 
know diis, that no distance of place, or length of absence, can abate 
the affection of a loving fath^ towards a dutiful, well-deserving 
child. And in that I have not sent you money all this time, it is 
upon that assurance, which I have of your uncle*^ and aunt's care of 
you, and his free offer to forbear me till he should send. But t have 
written to him to receive £30, or £40, of some of Dublin, who have 
occasion to use money in London, and they diall not fail to receive 
it again at my brother Fones his {[house,] upon the first demand. 
For Cooper^ Dictionary,^ I will send it you so soon as I can ; but 
it is so difficult and hazardable, (especially now, since Mr. €Umm1 died,) 
as I cannot tell how to convey that, or any thin^ else to thee. Re* 
member my kind love to your good tutor. And so, m haste, I «id ; and, 
beseeching daily the Lord Jesus Christ to be with tbee and bless 
thee^ I rest 

Tour loving &tber, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

GftOToir, Jime S6, IfiSS. 

To my [t«rn WTl iomm WnmsoF, ai Trmkyl 
C^Uege m DMrn^ irek$^....Kte'd Aug. the l«t. $ 



A 9. 

My dear Son, 

The Lord bless Oiee» and rouldply his graces in thee, to the 
building up of that good work, which (I well hope) is truly be2;un in 
thee, and wherein I rejoice daily, and bless God, who hath pleased 
to call thee and keep thee in that good course, Which yields nope to 
all tiie friends of thy future happiness. Be watchful, good son, and 
remember, that, though it be true, in some cases, that piinc ipiu m est 

1 This dicttonafy if now in the ISbnrj of 4be JBrtorioal Society. 
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dimidium totiut, yet, in divinity, he who hath attatned beyond the 
miUdesty must still thiiik himself to have but new begun ; foi:» thrangk 
the continual instigation of Satan* and our own proneness to evil, w€ 
are always in danger of being turned out of our course ; but God 
will preserve us to the end, ifwe trust in him» and be guided by hia 
will, 

1 received no letters from yon since that in Latin» wherein you 
wrote for Cooper^ Dictionary, which 1 sent you since by London ; 
and 1 have wrote twice since. I purpose to send by tnis bearer, 
Samuel Qostlin, a piece of Turkey grosram, about ten ^ards, to make 
you a suit; and I shall have a piece w good cloth against winter, to 
make you a gown ; all my care is how to get it wdl conveyed. I 
would have sent you some other things, with some remembrancers i» 
your aunt and cousins, but that the occasion of sending this messei^er 
was so sudden as I could not provide them. If your uncle come 
over to Chester, yon may come with him, and there I hope to see 
you. fie directecfby him and your tutor; for, thoo^ I much desire t» 
see you, yet I had rather hear of your welfare thiui hazard it. And 
if your uncle mean to come further than Chester, I would wish you 
not to come over now, for I am not willing you should come to 
Groton this year, except your uncle shall much cfesire your company. 
Remember my kind love to your good tutor, and to Mr. Downes, and 
excuse me to your aunt, that I write not to het^ for I have not 



leisure ; and, it occasion be, impart my joy in her safe deliverance^ 
which we long much to hear of. WKat remains, this bearer can in- 
form you of an our affiiirs. Put him in mind (as from me) to be sober. 



and beware of company. ^Your grandmother and mother salute and 
bless you ; your unclev^ostlin^i md aunt salute you ; your master at 
Bury, (to whom 1 wish you to write at leisure,) your good host and 
hostess, salute you also^— Vale. 

JOHN WINTHROP. 
Grotov, Jiugust 12, 1623. 

You shall receive by Samuel a twenty-two shiUing piece, if he 
have not occasion to spend it by the way. 

[The superscription of this letter is wanting.] 



A 10. 
My well beloved Son, 

I BBSEECH our God and heavenly Father, through Christ, to 
bless thee ; and I humbly praise his holy name for his ^[reat mercy 
towards thee hitherto* which is a great occasion of my r^mcing : For 
there is nothing in this world, that can be like cause of pnvate comfort 
to me as to see the welfore of my children ; especially vrhen I may 
have hope, that they bdong to Christ, and increase his kingdom, and 
tiiat I shall meet them in glory, to enjoy them in life eternal, when 
this shade of life riiali be vanished. Labour (my dear son) to have 
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in hiriiest esteem the fiivoar of this 6od» whose blessing is bett^ 
than Hfe, and reacheth to eternity. Make him thy joj, bj trusting in 
hiih with ail thy heart ; and nounsh the peace of a pore conscience in 
an undefiled bod?. I am glad also to hear, that thou declinest the 
evil companjT and manners of the place thou livest in, and folluwest 
thy stuuy with good (ruit Go on, and God will still prosper thee. 
To fall back willbe far worse than never to have b^;un ; but I hope 
better of thee. Your grandmother* mother, brothers and sister are 
in health, (i praise Ood.) How we do all here at London, this 
bearer can tell you. Your uncle (Pones) wishes well to you. I 
would have you write him a Latin epistle at your leisure. You must 
be careful to visit your aunt, and help her to be cheerful in this time 
of your uncle's absence. Commend me heartily to your reverend 
tutor ; and think not of seeing England till you may bring a hood at 
your back. 

It shall satisfy me, in the mean time, to hear of your wel&re, 
which I daily pray for. And so I commend thee to the Lord, and rest 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

London, October Si, 1623. 

I send two books by Richard. One of them is for your aunt ; the 
other for yourself. Read it over and again, and God give a blessii]^ 
with it 

To my behved Sorij JoHir Wisthrop, at Trinity \ 
CoUtgt inDuhUn^ InUuidjd}d...,Rec'd Nov. 14, 1623. S 



A 11. 

[A fragment of a letter.] 

I SENT you in January last the books, which you wrote for. 
Imagines Deorum is very dear and hard to get. 1 could not find a 
second in London. It is a book that may 1^ of some use, for the 
praise and antiquity of the monuments, alnised by the superstition of 
succeeding times; but you must read it with a sober mind and 
sanctified heart Your grandmother and mother are in health, (I 
bless God,) and do salute and bless you. Your brothers and sister, 
and the rest of your friends, are likewise in health ; only Adam hath a 
sore ague. Let me hear, by your next, how your aunt bears this 
long absence of your uncle, and how things agree in Ireland, at 
Mont Wealy, and elsewhere ; and what success hath been of the 
proclamation. Our parliament here is b^un with exceeding much 
comfort and hope. The treaty about the Spanish match is now con- 
cluded, by king, prince and parliament, to be at an end ; and, it is very 
like, we shall not hold long with Sf>ain. The Duke of Richmond and 
Lenox died suddenly that momins the parliament should have 
begun. The Duke of Buckingham hath quit himself worthily, and 
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Sfen mut gftiisfiittkni fo Ae psrliament Qod send a good end t# 
ese na]qpy b^namn. This beftrer comet snddenl; upon me, and 
k knit a stransen l%efefore I end ; and, with lofitif^ sahitatiesis to 
jonT rever#ivf tutor, and yaor kiad fnend^ his subatitiite, with Mr. 
fiownes^ jtBur Kttl^ oovmiib, Richard, kc I rest 

Yomr lovint father, 

JOHN WmXHHOP. 
GttOTON, MmtcH r, 16dS. 

IV my Unng <S#ii, Jon Wmvhbof, at Triniiy Cotitgty \ 
in DubSny Ireland^ d'd....Reo^d March S9, 1634. S 



A 12. 

Mett dear aad lotiog Husband, 

I oAHxoT expresa mjr lave ix^ you, as I desire, in these poor, 
lifeless lines ; but I do heartily wish you did see my heart, how 
true and faithful it is to you, and how much I do dedre to be 
always with you, to enjoy the sweet comfort of your presence, and 
those helps from you in spiritual and temporal duties> which I am 
so unfit to perform without you. It makes me to see the want of you, 
asMl wish myself with. you. But I dettre we mav be guided by Bod 
m aU oar ways» who is able to direct us for the best; and so I will 
wait upon him with patience, who is idl^sufficient for me. I shall 
Bot need to write nracb to you at this time. My brother Gostling 
can tell you any thing by word of mouth. I praise God, we are 
all here in health, as you left us, and are dad to hear die same 
of you and all the rest of our friends at London. My mother and 
myself remember our best love to you, and all the rest. Our children 
remember their duty to you. And thus, desiring to be remembered 
in^ your |>rajrers, I bid my good husband good night Little Samuel 
thinks it is time for me to so to bed ; and so I beseech the Lord to 
keep you in safety, and us all here. Farewell, my sweet husband. 
Your obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 

[Probab]/ 1624 or 1626.] 



A 13. 
My good Sod, 

I RBOBiVED your letter, and do bless God for the continuance 
of your health and of all our g^M)d friends at London ; but I had no 
letters from any of them. For the matter which you write of, I can 
give you no advice; for I must deal plainly and faithfully with all 
men* and especially with my inward friends. So it is, ttiat I have 

44 VOL, I. 
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had latelj some speech with mj cousin Waldegrave, about matching 

iron with his joanger dau^ter* which I have referred to yonr own 
iking ; but jet i cannot in honesty enter treaty for another till he 
hath some determinate answer. It is a relinous and a worshipfnl 
family ; but how the woman will like jtm, 1 know not, for she is 
somewhat crooked. I will neither persuade yoo to that, nor disaoade 
you from this or any other, which you shall desire, that may be fitting 
for my estate, and hopeful of cqmrort to you, which is not to be judg- 
ed of only by wealth and person, but by meet parts and godly edu- 
cation. I trust you will mind well that saying. Deliberandum eat 
diu, quod statnendum est semel. 

I praise God, we continue all in health, as you left us, and, when 
you are weary of London, will be glad to see you and your sister at 
home ; but take your own time before the holidays. Your grand* 
mother and mother salute and bless you and your sbter. Your 
mother thanks you for the things, which you sent her. Remember 
us very kindly to your uncles and aunts, and to all our cousins and 
good friends. The good Lord guide, protect and bless you in all 
your ways. 

Your loving father, 

JOHN W1NTHRC». 
J^Tovember 21, 16S6. 

I pray buy me a pair of stirrup stocks, the warmest you can get ; 
and when you go near the bridge, on Fish Street Hill dwells one. 
that sells lines and packthread--buy some lines to raise up the 
long net, and some packthread to do it. A hair line were best for 
the leads. 

To my loving Son^ Jour WiirrHROP, iTtfw 



A 14. 

Mj- good Soil, 

I WROTE the last week so far as my paper would reach. I 
hope you received my letters, which 1 desire to understand from 
yoo, for Jarvice his man had them. I bless God for your health and 
welfare; but we now think long to have you at home, for your 
brother is to return to Cambridge, and then we shall be alone ; but 
if there be any good occasion to stay you still, I will not urae your 
hasty return. Touching the matter of Mr. Pettuall, (though 1 can 
give no direct answer where nothing is propounded, yet) tiius much in 
general, where I may have more money, I can depart with the more 
land. I pray God give you wisdom and grace to discern of meet 
gifts and disposition, that may promise hope of a comfortable life in 
the fear of God; otherwise (it you can so content your own mind) 
you were best live as you are. But 1 commit this, and all other our 
affairs, to the only wise providence of our heavenly Father. 
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We hftTe had raoch ado for a rainiatery since Mr. Simon^a refused 
it Groton church did not afford adch yariety of |ifts in divers years 
before. We have many suitors^that would take it at a mean rate ; 
but for such as are worthy, all the difficulty is to get maintenance 
enough. We are now (by God's providence) like to fasten upon a 
godly man» one Mr. ^Lea, a curate at Denston in Suffolk, a man of 
Tery sood parts, but of a melancholick constitution, yet as sociable 
and, full of good discourse as I have known. All the parish are very 
earnest with nve to take him ; but I have taken a little respite, be- 
cause he is but a stranger to roe, but well known to divers in the 
town. He was Mr. Simonds's nupil. ' I purpose to send up j^lO for 
ny A. B. if I can hear of any nt party; if not, you should receive 
some money of your uncle Downing for Mr. John Brande. Lay out 
£1.1) of that, and I will restore it, for I have the money by me. Be 
Xkoi known to any body of any money you receive for Mr. Brande; 
but fail not to write me word this week of the receipt of it You 
may speak to your uncle about it, lest he should forget it Mr. 
Rogers hath set fiirth a little book of faith. Buy it I want a pair 
of plain, ordinary knives, and some leaf tobacco and pipes. You 
mav buy these things at your leisure ; as likewise some packthread 
and lines, hemp ones, if you will. Your grandmother and mother 
salute and bless yoo. The good Lord bless you ever. Farewell, 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

January 9, 1626. 

I should have sent up some fowls tiiis week» if they had been fat^ 

Tq mjf laving Son^ Joun WiirTHjtop, a/ the Houte ) 
ttf Mr, Downing^ at the Sign of the Bishop^ over\ 
againtt the Conduit^ in Fleet Street ^ Londony d^d. ) 



A 15, 
My good Son, 

I RsoEivBD your letter from Gravesend, and do bless God 
for your safe arrival there ; but I heard not from you since, which 
I impute to the sudden departure of your captain out of the Downs 



1 He was afterwardt settled there. The name was William Leigh. I have 
had a letter of 13 May, 1628, from him at Groton ^^ to the worehipfu), his most 
loving |>atron, John Winthrop, Esq. at London,^' announcing the birth of a 
ton, and his baptism, by the name of John, on Sunday preening, at which 
Mrs. Winthrop, onr governonr^s wife, stood godmother. Calamj calls hiiq 
fellow of Chfist College, Cambridge, and says, he was ^^ a serions , single- 
heaKed man, of good abilities, verj laborious in the work of the ministry ; 
one of the classis of Manchester. He was grievously afflicted with the stone, 
which at last out him off in 1664, about fifty years of age. He wrote an 
English elegy on the death of Dr. Samuel Bolton, and one in Latin on th« 
death of Mr. Bright of Emanuel.^' There is an errour, manifestly, either iq 
hit age, or time of hfs death. 
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upon ^ diike'li cmmag 4ii&er. But I Vep^ t» hwr (nHh 71m 
soon, for I long to understand how *jou £ut^ and wbat ewtertaio- 
ment jou find with your caftam, that ^ooovdiu^ j I ma^ be ^tixmd 
up to prajer for you, and to bleaa God for hi» mercnes towaada 
jou. I know not what further advice H give you« than yosu hav» 
already received, and your own obaervatMi* upon eccaaioo, AM 
direct you. Only be careful to aeek the LorJ m the first ptooe, and 
witli all earoestaess, as he who is only able ta keep y«u in all 
pei-ils, and to give you &vour in the s^t of tkoif<% wk^ muy he 
instruments of your wetfane; and ftcooont it a great poiut ^f wis- 
dom, to keep diligent watch oyer yourself^ that you «.%J neither 
be infected by the evil conversation of any, that you may u^ fereed 
to converse with, neither that your own speech or behaviowr >e any 
just occasion to hurt or ensnare you. Be not rash, upon qitc^t^ 
tion of valour, to adventitfe yourself to unnecessary d«igen; bot^ 
if you be lawfully called* let it appear, that you hold your life for 
him, who ^ve it you, and will preserve it unto the fiuifaest period of 
his own holy decree. For you may be resolved, that, wnile you 
keep in your way, all die cannons or enemies in the world snaU 
not be able to shorten your days one minute. For my part, as u 
father, who desires your welfiire as mine own* I cease not dai^ 
to commend you to Gknl, beseeching him to preserve* prosper uA 
bless you, that I may receive you again in peace, and have assu- 
rance of enjoying you in a better life, when your course here shall be 
finished. Your thends here (I praise Qad) are all in health, and are 
daily mindful of you. Let me hear from yon so soon and oft as you 
may conveniently. Remember my love and service to yemr good 
captain. The £ord bless you ever. 80 I rest 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WlNTHROf. 
London, June 6, 1627. 

To my loving Son^ Jonif Winthrof, (Utending 
upon Capt. But^ in hit Majett$'^ S/Up ike Ihu 
AepuUcj at PorUnunUh^ d*d, 

[The Dukp of Buckingham sailed from Portsmouth 27 ^ne,] 



A 16, 
Mine own dear Heart, 

I PRAISE God, we are all in health at Chelmsford this morn- 
ing. My son F. came to us last night about ten of the clock* Our 
two boys are lusty travellers, and God's providence hath fitted then 
with so good means for their carriage, as we could not desire better. 
I thank thee for thy kind tokens. 1 have nothing to return thee hurt 
love and prayers for thee and thine. The blessine of the Lord be 
upon thee and them. My son Hen. must go by Slaplested. Pray 
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hioi to etll to niY brelber ^Tiadtle far £100, and briu; it with 
him. It IS in gold. Send John Hardinge when thoa wiu. Conw 
Biend us to all our fniemA§, broth. G. ami sister, Mf. Le^, good- 
wife Cole, all at Castleins, «id all that love us. We all here salute 
f o« all. Yon mnst divide it at leisure, with my leve waA bless- 
u^ tp all our childf en and the rest in our family. Farewell, mr 
sweet wife, and be of good comfort. The Lord is witfi us. Ih 
hath seat his servants to Uess us, and we shall be blessed. Kiss 
Be, my swaet wife. Farewell. 

Thy fidthfol husband, 

ja WINTHRQP. 
TfM Saltwriay momi^. 

' AW. 1627. To Mrs. Marg. Wunruitop, > 
0/ Groton, with hasU. \ 



A 17. 
LoYiDg Sod, 

I RECEIVED your letter, and I bless God for your welfare, 
bemng of him daily, that your soul may prosper as your bodv doth ; 
ana if this care be in your heart, (as I hope it is,) you snail do 
well, for this rule Ood hath set us to walk by, — first to seek the 
kingdom of heaven, then will he see to us for other things. So as 
I dare avouch it for in&Uible truth, that he who doth otherwise 
takes a preposterous course to happiness, and shall not prosper. 
Should not a man trust his Maker, and rest upon the counsel of 
his Father, before all other things ? Should not the promise of the 
holv Lord, the God of truth, be believed above all carnal, folse fearsv 
aad shallow ways of human wisdom ? It is iust with God to har- 
den men's hearts in thdr dirtrust of his finmilness, because they 
dare not rely upon him. But such as will roll their ways up<m 
the Lard, c(o find him always as good as his word. I oless his 
name, we all continue in health, and this day I expect your brother 
from Cambridee. I wish you could meet with some safe means to 
•end to your nrotiier Henry. I have found two sturdy vouths, that 
would ^ to him. If Capt Powell return not soon, I shall fear he 
hath miscarried, and then shall we see God'b providence, that your 
brother returned not with him. 

1 Sir John Thida], a master in cbaDccry. was, probablj, the father of this 

fentleman and of Gov. Wintbrop^e third wife. He was assassinated 12 
lovember, 1616, for making a report against a suitor, in a caase of compara- 
tifely trifling amount. The murderer was examined 16 November, and the 
next day banged himself in prison. See the Works of Bacon, Lord Chan* 
PfUor, V. 46ie^-4&6, aucl VI. 133. 
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I ctnnot come up till the we^k after Eister; but joo vmlj know 
Mr. Featherstone'b resolatioD in the mean time. I pray, inqnire 
how thin^ go in the parliament, and write to me of them ; bat 
tiiiiws which are doobtfhl, let pass. If the commission for the na?j 
be dissolved, what employment hath your captain then P for it seems 
he was lately pat into it When yoa see him or her, commend me 
kindly to them. 

We want a little tobacco. I had Tery good, for seven shillings a 
pound, at a grocei^ by Holbam Bridee. There be two shops to* 
sether.^ It was at that which is farthest from tiie bridge, towards the 
Conduit If you tell him, it is for him that bought half a pound of 
Yerina and a pound of Vii^nia of him last term, he will use you 
well. Send me half a pouM of Virginia. I woald gladly hear of a 
chamber in the Temple, or in some other convenient place; for that 
I have is much too dear. 

1 have many letters to write : therefore I end ; and, vrith my lore 
and blessing to you, I commend you to the protection and good 
government of the Lord, and rest 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP, 

March 18, 1627. 

I think to send my brother Downing a greyhound. 

To my loving SofL, Johv Wivthkop, at the House^ 
of Mr. Downing^ near the CondvU^ in Fleet Street^ \ 
Isondon^ i*d, j 



A 18. 

f/ly good SUter, 

I HAVE been too lone silent to yoa, considering nine own 
consciousness of that great <&>t, which 1 owe you for jour love and 
much kindness to me and mine. But, I assure you, it is not through 
want of good will to you ; bat having many letters to write weekly, I 
take my ease, to include you in my brother's. 

I partake with you in that affliction, which it pleaseth the Lord still 
to exercise you and my good brother in. I know God hath so fitted 
and disposed your mind to bear troubles, as your fiiends may take 
the less care for you in them. He shews you more love, in enabling 
you to bear them comfortably, than you could apprehend in the free- 
dom from them. Go on cheerAilly, (my ^ood sister,) let experience 
add more confidence still to your patience. Peace shall come. 
There will be a bed to rest in, large and easy enough for you both. 
It is preparing in the lodging appointed for you in your Fathei-'^ 
house, lie that vouchsafeth to wipe tlie sweat from nis disciples* 
feet, will not disdain to wipe the tears from those tender, affectionate 
eyes. Because you have been one of his mourners in the bouse of 
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tiftulatioD, you shall drink of the cup of joy, and be clotiied with 
the garment of gladness, in the kingclom of his glory. The former 
things, and evil, will soon be passed ; bat the good to come shall 
neither end nor change. Never man saw heaven, but would have 
passed through hell to come at it Let this suffice as a test of my 
true love to you, and of the account I make of the haj>piness of ^our 
condition, i commend you to his good ^ce, who is all-sufficient; 
and so, with my mother's, my wife's and mine own salutation to your- 
self and my good brother, and all my cousins, I rest 

Your loving brother, 

ja WINTHROP. 
Mirch 25, 1628. 

I pray remember my love to your brother, Mr. Burgesse. 
I pray tell my brother, that his tenant Gage desires him to for- 
bear him £10 till Whitsuntide. 

To my wry lovinjt Sister^ Mrs. Fovbs, at her > 
House in tht Old BaUty^ London^ d^d, y 



A 19. 

Son John, 

I &SOBIVED your letter and the books you sent, for which I 
do thank you. I bless God for the continuance of your health and 
welfiu^ which, through his mercy, we all here also enjoy; only myself 
have a sore hand, which makes me that I cannot write. For the 
note, which you mentioned in your letter, I received it not I desire 
to hear from you concerning Mr. Featherstone's resolution, and 
whether you have inquired out a chamber for me, or else to take or« 
der, that I may have that I had before. I pray send me down six of 
Mr. Egerton'b cattle. For the stuff* for the gowns, you may buy it of 
some mive colour, or such like. Either let there be several colours, or 
else the velvet for the capes of several colours. Remember us all to 
your uncles and aunts and the rest of our friends. Pray your uncle 
Downing to send me an answer of my last week's letter, and thank 
your aunt Downing for her kind love and prayers, and excuse my not 
writing to them all, for my hand is so as I am not able. Your grand- 
mother and mother salute and bless you. So, witli my love and 
blessing to you, I commend you to the protection, direction and good 
providence of our heavenly Father, and rest 

Your loving &ther, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

Mitch 31, 1628. 

To my wry loving Son^ Johv Wiittbrop, > 
d*d^ London. y 
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A 20. 

Don JoiiOy 

I RKOKiTBD } OQr letter* with the things yoa sent I do pndge 
God for the continaance of yoar health and welfare. For mrself, 
my hand is bo ill as I know not when I riiall be able to traTef. ft 
hath pleased God to make it a sharp afiKction to me. I hope he wtH 
dispose it for mj good, and, in his due time, send me deihrenmce. 
For jour journey intended, seeing you have a resolution to go to sea, 
I know not where you should go with such religious comnany, and 
under such hope of blessing ; only I am loadi you should think of 
settling there» as yet, but to be goin^ and coming are best, and after- 
ward to do as God shall offer occasion. You may adrenture some- 
what in the pfaintation at the present, and hereafter more, as God 
shall give enlargement If Mr. Peatherstone will not deal, I wiH 
look no further; but your uncle Pones shall have it, and the odd £50 
mar be for your occasions. Commend me heartiljr to all youc uncles 
and aunts. Desire them to be mindful of me in their prayers. Thank 
your aunt Downing for her kind letter. Tell her I see she now 
means to work upon the advantage in setting me upon the score for 
letters when 1 want my hand to n-ee myself. Put your uncle Down- 
ing in mind again of my chamber, and tell him, that this day my 
brother Goatling and another shall so about the business he did write 
of. Tell him also, that Peter Alston is dead. Commend me to 
Edward, and desire him to get me out a privy seal aodnat John Car- 
eer Clarcke and Eliza his wife, at tiie suit of Mr. Attamey, on the 
behalf of Themaa Foule. In the bnsineis concerning youo veyagOr I 
pray be advised by your uncle and other vour worthy Tnends, who are 
experienced in these aifiUrs ; but, above aU, seek direction and bleseiog 
from God. And so^ being forced to use another's pen, so as I an net 
at that freedom to write as I wouM, I end ; and, with your gran^ 
mothei^ and mother^ salutation and blessing unto yeo» I oommcnd 
you to the mcious providence; direction and rich blessiig of the 
Almighty. Farewell. 

Tour loving fiither, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

JprU 7, 1628. 

As soon as I am able to stir abeet ^ house, I wiU look out dioae 
geometrical instruments and books, and send them unto you, and any 
ming else that you will write for. 

To his loving Sotiy Mr. Jonm WiNmop, at > 
Mr, FoneiU Houn in itu Old Botiey, London^ d^i. \ 
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A au 

Mj most sweet Husband, 

How dearly welcome thy kind letter wad to met I am not 
able to express* The sweetness of it did much refresh roe. What 
can be more pleasing to a wife, than to hear of the welfare ci her 
best beloved, and how he is pleased with her poor endeayours ! I 
blush to hear mjself commended, knowing mj own wants. But it 
is jour love that conceives the best, and makes all things seem better 
than thej are. I wish that I may be always pleasine to thee, and 
that those comforts we have in each other may be dainr increased, as 
far as they be pleasing to GkKi. I will use that speech to thee, that 
Abigail did to Davids 1 will be a servant to wash ^e feet of my 
lord. I will do any service wherein I may please my good has* 
band. I confess I cannot do enough for thee ; but thou art pleased to 
accept the will for the deed, and rest contented. 

I nave many reasons to make me love thee, whereof I will name 
two : First, liecause thou lovest God ; and, secondly, because that 
thou lovest me. If these two were wanting, all the rest would be 
eclipsed. But I must leave this discourse, and go about my house^ 
hold affairs. I am a bad housewife to be so long from them ; but [ 
must needs borrow a little time to talk with thee, my sweet heart 
The term is more than half done. I hope thy business draws to an 
end. It will be but two or three weeks before I see thee* thoudi 
tiiey be lone ones. God will brine us toother in his j;ood time ; tor 
which time I shall pray. I thank the Loi3, we are all m health. We 
are very glad to hear so ^ood news of our son Hennr* The Lord 
make us ^ankful for all ms mercies to us and ours. And thus, with 
my mother^ and my own best love to yourself and all the rest, I 
shall leave scribbling. The weather hieing cold, makes me make 
haste». Farewell, my good husband ; the Lord keep thee. 
Your obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 

GaOTON, November 9S^ 

I have not yet received the box ; but I will send for it I send up 
a turkey and some cheese. I pray send my son Forth such a knife 
as mine is. Mrs. Hugen would pray you to buy a cake for the boys. 

I did dine at Groton Hall yesterday ; they are in health, and re- 
member their love. We did wish you there, but that would not 
bring jou, and I could not be merry without thee. Mr. Lee and 
his wiiTe were there; they remember their love. Our neighbour 
Cole and goodman Newton have been sick, but somewhat amended 
asain. I fear thy cheese will not prove so good as thou didst expect 
I nave sent it all, for we could not cut it 

1 It might teem at early as 16tl or 2, before the death of Adam, lord of 
the manor of Oroton } but the mention of Lee or Leigfa^ would certain]/ 
BBake it as late at 1627, and the newt from Henrj muit make it 1628. 
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A 22. 
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desired Capt Powell, (coining one daj to see roe,) that he would help 
me with money for it, which he promised to do ; but, as yet, I hear 
not from him. I would have sent you some other things by Mr. 
Randall; but, in truth, I have no money, and I am so far in debt 
already, to bodi your uncles, as I am ashamed to borrow any more. 
I have disbursed a ereat deal of money for you, more dian my estate 
will bear. I paid for your debts since you went, above £30, besides 
£4.1 Os. to Annett and Dixon, and now £35. Except you send 
commodity to raise money, I can supply you no further. I have 
many other children that are unprovided, and I see my life is uncer- 
tain. I marvel at your great undertakings, having no means, and 
knowing how much I am in debt already. Solomon saith. He who 
hasteth to be rich, shall surely come to poverty. It had been more 
wisdom and better becoming your youth, to have contained yourself 
in a moderate course, for your three years ; and by that time, by your 
own gettiogs and my help, you might have been able to have done 
somewhat But thb hath been always the fruit of your vain, over* 
reaching mind, which will be your overthrow, if you attain not more 
discretion and moderation with your years, I do wonder upon what 
ground you should be led into so gross an errour as to think, that I 
could provide ten such men as you write for, and disburse a matter 
of £200, ([when I owe more already than I am able to pay, with- 
out sale or my land,^ and to do this at some two or three months 
warning. Well, I will write no more of these things. I pray God, 
make you more wise ilnd sober, and bring you home in peace in his 
due time. If I receive money for your tobacco before Mr. Randall 
go, I will send you something else ; otherwise you must be content to 
stay till I can. Tour brouier (as I wrote to you) hath been in the 
Levant above this half year, and I look not for him before a year 
more. Your friends here are all in health. Your uncles and aunts 
commend them to you ; but they will take none of your tobacco ; 
only your uncle Tindale and aunt ^whom you write your kinswoman 
upon the outside of your tobacco) tnank you for theirs. I sent you, 
also, two boys, (for men I could get none,) such as Capt Powell 
carried over ; but I knew not what to do for their binding, being not 
able then either to walk or write, and they being but youths. For 
news, here is little but what, I suppose, this bearer can tell you. 
IVe shall have peace with France. The Dutch have taken from the 
Spaniard, in the West Indies, a very ^eat jpriza of silver, ^old, &c« 
and have brought it safe home. The king qI Bohemia, and his oldest 
son, going abmird to see it, in their return were cast away. The 
kin^ was 9aved, but the prince and many others were lost 

Sir Nathaniel Barnardiston, and Sir William Springe, are knights 
of the parliament for Suffolk. All the gentlemen have been long 
since set at liberty. Sir Francis Barington is at rest in the Lord. 
Sir Henry Mildmay, of Graces, is sheriff of Essex^ and Mr. Ourdon 
for Suffolk. 

I have staid sending my letter above a week since I wrote it^ 
expecting some money from Capt Powell, according to his promises 
th^t I might h|ive sent you some other things ; but I hear of none, 
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Therefore I will end. and defer till lome otiier eccaaioii. S<»» again, 
I commend you to the blessing, protection and direction of the Lord, 
and rest 

Tour lonng father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
LoNDOK. ikis 30 of January, 16£8. 



A 34. 

Mf good Wife, 

Although I wrote to thee last week by the carrier of Had- 
leig^» yett having so fit opportunity, I must needs write to tliee 
again ; for I do esteem one little, sweet, short letter ot thine (such 
as the last was) to be well worthy two or three from me. How it b 
with us, these bearers can inform thee, so as I may write the less. 
They were 'married on Saturday last, and intend to stay with thee 
till towards the end of the term ; for it will be yet six weeks before 
they can take their voya^. Lal)Our to keep my son at home as 
much as thou canst, especially from Hadleigh. I began this letter to 
thee yestettiay at two of the clock, thinking to have been large, but was 
80 taicen up by company and business, as I could get but hither by 
this morning. It srieves me that I have not liberty to make better 
expression of my love to thee, who art more dear to me than all 
earthly things ; but I will endeavour that my prayers ma^ supply the 
defect of my pen, which will be of best use to us both, inasmuch as 
the favour ana blessing of our God is better than all things besides. 
My trust is in his merc;^, that, upon tlie faith of his gracious promise^ 
and the experience of Kis fatherly goodness, he wiU be our God to 
the end, to carry us along^ through this course of our inlgrimage, in 
the peace of a good conscience, and that, in the end of oqr race, we 
shall safely arrive at the haven of eternal happiness. We see how 
frail and vain all earthly gpod things are. There is no means to 
avoid the loss of them in death, nor the bitterness which accompany- 
eth them in the cares and troubles of this life. Only the fruition of 
Jesus Christ and the hope of heaven can give us true comfort and 
rest. The Lord teach us wisdom to prepare for our change, and to 
lay up our treasure there, where our atnding must be forever, I 
know thou lookest for troubles here, and, when one affliction is over, 
to meet with another; but remember what our Saviour tells us; 

Be OF GOOD COMFOUT, I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD. See hlS 

g;oodne8s : He hath conquered our enemies beforehand^ and, by faith 
in him, we sliall assuredly prevail over them all. Therefore, (my 
sweet wife,) raise up thy heart, and be not d'lsmayed at the crosses 
thou meetest with in family affairs or otherwise ; but still fly to him, 
who will take up thy burden for thee. Go thou on cheerfully, in obe- 
dience to his holy will, in the course he hath set thee. Peace shall 

i Was this Henry f 
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come. Thou abalt redt as in thy bed ; and, in the mean time, he will 
not fail nor forsake thee. But my time is past ; I must leave thee. 
So I commend thee and all thine to the gracious protection and 
blessing of the Lord. All our friends here «dute thee ; salute thou, 
ours from me. Farewell, my good wife. I kiss and love thee with 
die kindest affection, and rest 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
Jipril ^8, 1629. 

Ijet John Bluet be satisfied for his horse. 



A 25. 

The largeness and truth of my love to thee makes me always 
mindful of thy welfare, and set me on work to b^n to write before 
I hear from thee. The very thought of thee affords me many a kind 
refreshing : What will then the enjoying of thy sweet society, wUch 
I nriae above all worldly comforts r 

Yet, such is the folly and misery of man, as he is easily broudit to 
contemn the true good he enjoys, and to neglect the best things, 
which he holds only in hope, and both upon an ungrounded desire of 
some seeming good, which he promiseth to himselfl And if it be tiius 
with us, that are Christians, wno have a sure word to direct us, and 
Ae holy faith to live by, what is the madness and bondage of those, 
who are out of Christ? Oil ! the riches of Christ ! Oh ! the sweet- 
ness of the* word of grace ! It ravisheth my soul in the thought here- 
of, so as, when I apprehend but a glimpse of the dignity and felicity 
of a Christian, I can hardly persuade my heart to nope for so great 
happiness. Let men talk what thejr will of riches, nonours, plea- 
sures, &c. ; let us have Christ crucified, and let them take all be- 
sides. For, indeed, he who hath Christ, hath all things with him ; 
for be enjoyeth an all-sufficiency, which makes him abundantly rich 
in poverty, honourable in the lowest abasements, full of joy and 
consolation in the sharpest afflictions, livine in death, and possessing 
eternity in this vale of misery. Therefore oless we God tor his free 
and infinite mercy, in bestowing Christ upon us. Let us entertain 
and love him with our whole hearts; let us trust in him, and 
cleave to him with denial of ourselves, and all things besides, and 
account our portion the best in the world ; that so, being strength- 
ened and comforted in his love, we may put forth ourselves to 
improve our life and means to do him service. There are very few 
hours left of this day of our labour : then comes the night, when we 
shall take our rest In the morning we shall awake unto glory and 
immortality, when we shall have no more work to do; no more 
pain or grief to endure ; no more care, fear, want, reproach or 
infirmity ; no more sin, corruption or temptation. 
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I am forced to patch up my letters^ here a piece and there another. 
I have now received thine, nie kindly fruita of thy most sweet af- 
fections. Blessed be the Lord for the welfare of thyself and all our 
family. 

I received letters from my two sons with thee. Remember my 
love and blessing to them, and to my daughter Winthrop, for whose 
safety 1 give the Lord thanks. I have so many letters to write, as 
I cannot write to them now. Our friends here are in reasonable 
health, and desire to be kindly remembered to you all. Commend 
me to all my good friends, my loving neighbours, goodman Cole and 
his Wife, to whom we are always much beholden. 1 will remember 

M her gown and petticoat, and the children'd girdles. So, 

with my most affectionate desires of thy welfare, and my blessine 
to all our children, I kiss my sweet wife, and commend thee and all 
ours to the gracious protection of our heavenly Father, and rest 
ThjT faithful husband, 
still present with thee in his most unkind absence, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

May 8, 162a 

1 am sorry for my neighbour Bluet's horse; but he shall lose 
nothing by him. Tell my son Henry I will pay the money he writes of. 



A 26. 
Most loving and good Husband, 

I HAvs received your letters. The true tokens of your love 
and care of my good, now in your absence, as well as when you are 

f resent, make me think that saying false. Out of sight out of mind, 
am sure my heart and thoughts are always near you, to do you 
good and not evil all the days of my life. 

1 hope, throu8;h God's blessing your pains will not be altogether 
lost, which you bestow upon me m writing. Those serious thoughts 
of your own, which you sent me, did make a very ^;ood supply instead 
of a sermon. I shall often read them, and desire to be of God^ 
family, to whom so many blessings belong, and pray that I may not 
be one separated from God, whose conscience is always accusing 
them. I shall not need to write to you of any thing this week^ 
My son and brother Gostling can tell you how we are. And I shall 
tliink long for your coming home. And thus, vtrith my best love to 
you, I beseech the Lord to send us a comfortable meeting in his good 
tipe. I comqfiit you to the Lord. 

lour loving and obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP, 

For my very loving Htuhand^ JoHir WiirTB&op, Esq. 
these deliver, 

[Probably in Maj, 1629.} 
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A 27. 
Mj iweet Husband, 

I RBjoicE in tli6 eipectatioD of oar happy meeting; for tbr 
absence hath been very lone in my conceit, and thy presence much 
desired. Thy welcome is always ready ; make haste to entertain it 
I ¥Fas yesterday at a meetine at goodman Cole's, upon the going 
of the young folk to Dedhara» where many thanks were given to God 
for the reformation of the young man, and amendment of his life. 
We had also a part in their prayers. My dear husband, I will now 
leave writing to thee, hoping to see thee shortly. The good Lord 
send us a comfortable meeting. And thus, with my doe respect to 
thyself, brother and sister D. sister Fanny, son John and the rest 
My daughter remembers her duty to you all ; thinks long for her 
husband. I received the thin^ you sent, and thank you heartily 
for them. I will take order with my man to buy some trimming for 
my gown. And so I bid my good husband farewell, and commit 
him to the Lord. 

Your loving and obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 

I pray buy a Psalter for Deane. I can get none here. 

To my very loving Husband} 
thtMt deliver, ) 

[Probably, 1629.] 



A 28. 
Sir, 

Mt humble duty remembered to you and my mother, mar 
Tou please to understand, that I received your letters, that by Wil- 
liam Ridley on Wednesday, and your other yesterdaj, rejoicing 
much to hear of your welfare, with the rest of our good fhends, which 
I desire much with my own eyes to behold. Therefore I purpose^ God 
willing, to make all haste down the next week, hopine to accept of 
Mr. Gordon's kind offer, if I can. For the business of New England, 
I can say no other thine, but that I believe confidently, that the whole 
disposition thereof is ofthe Lord, who disposeth all alterations, by his 
Messed will, to his own clory and the good of his ; and, therefore, 
do assure myself, that all things shall work together for the best 
therein. And for myself^ 1 have seen so much df the vanity of the 
world, that I esteem no more of the diversities of countries, than as 
so many inns, whereof the traveller that hath lodged in the best, or in 
the worst, findetli no difference, when he cometh to his joum^*^ end; 
and I shall call that my countiy, where 1 ma^ most glorify God, and 
enjoy the presence of my dearest friends, fherefore herein I sub* 
mit mysell to God'ft will and yours* and, with your leave, do dedicate 
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myself Qf^J^^g ^7 ^^^ desire of odier emplojments whataoeTerl ia 
tiie semce of Gold and the companj herein* with the whole enoea- 
TourSy both of body and mind. The Cokolusigits, which yon s^t 
down» I showed my uncle and aant, who like them welL I think 
they are ananswefable ; and it cannot but be a ptrosperons action^ 
which is so well allowed by tiie jndments of God*^ prophets* under- 
taken by so religions and wise woruiies of Israel, and indented to 
Ood^ gfory in so special a service. My aant Gouldine remembet^di 
ber love to ^oa. She saith, it is not yet dischai^pd, mat she know- 
edi. Here is certain news, that the Dutch hare taken Wesel. So. 
desiring your prayers and Messing^ I commend yon to the Alnughty^ 
protectiont and rest 

Tour obedient son, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 
LONBOK, Juguti fil, 1629. 

I pray remember my love to my brothers and sisters and aU our 
fnends, whom I hope shortly to see. 

[The fathei^s letters, referred to bj the son, are not presenred. From owt 
own Colony Records we know, that, on 38 Jnhr preceding, at the meeting, 
or general court, of the companj, in London, Got. Cradook proposed, that, 
for the advancement of the plantation, the indncing persons of worth and 
quality to transplant themselres and families thither, and other weighty rea- 
sons, to transfer the government to those, who shall inhabit there, and not 
continue the same subordinate to the company here. Prince, I. 189, 190; 
and see page 2, note 2. At the meeting, August 28, a special committee was 
raised to debate this subject, pro and con, and, the next day, the resohitioQ 
Was adopted, the benefit of which has been felt erery day from that to 
the present. The Covclviiovs spoken of by the son were, no doubt, a paper 
of considerations for the plantation, with an answer to several objectioos, 

Erinted in Hutchinson^s Coll. 27 — 31, probably drawn by our author. I 
ave bad in my possession the larger part of the original. An agreement to 
transport themselves and fomilies to New England, was this month made at 
Cambridge, by Sir Richard Saltonstall, Thomas Dudley, WilKam VassaU, 
Nich. West, Isaac Johnson, John Humfrey, Thomas Sharp, Increase 
Nowell, John Winthrop, William Pynchon, Kellam Browne, WilHam 
Colbum, which may be seen in Hotchinson^s ColL 25.] 



A 29. 

My dear Wife, 

I PBAisE tiie Lord that I hear of thjr welfare, and of the rest 
of our fiimily. I thank thee for thjr most kind letter, and especially 
that sweet affection, from whence it flows. 1 am sorry 1 cannot 
come down to thee, as I hoped; but there is no remedy. The Lord 
80 disposeth as I must stay yet (I donbt) a fortnight, but, assure 
thjMlr, not one day more man I roust needs. 

i pray thee have patience. God, in his die time, will bring us 
together in peace. We are now agreed with the merchants, and 
stay only to settle our affiurs. I have not on^ quarter 9f an bour^ 
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tiine to write to thee. Therefore fton meet beer wMi «iie» and supply 
all defects of remerabraaces. The Lord Wees Ihee, my sweet wife, 
attd all oars. Farewell. 

Thr ftkbfttl hoeband, 

JO. WINTHROF* 

Send not ap mj lierses till I send for tfiem. 

[Carlj ia the mwih^ cma, bo doubt, 1639.] 



A SO. 

Son, 

I ^EOEivfiD your letter, and do heartily bless the Lord for 
the continuance of your welfare, beseeching him to sanctify you more 
and more, for his giory and your own salvation. 

For the business you write of, concerning your brother, I have con- 
ferred with him, and shall be as glad as any of his stay here, if he can 
take any good order for his estate there. What he will do, I know 
not yet ; but I think he will be with you soon. I would gladly have 
YOU nere betimes next week ; but, beine it will be Monday sennight 
before we shall get forth of town, it wilfbe chargeable to keep all the 
horses here so long. Therefore, if you can find any company to come 
up with, you may be here on Tuesday or Wednesday ; otherwise, 
yon may stay a aay or two the longer, and let John come with you ; 
for I would not have you ride alone. I have sent down all the late 
news from New Engtand. I would have some of you read it to 
your mother, and let Forth copy out the observations and all that 
follows from the td*, and the letter in the end, and show it Mr. Mott 
and others, that intend this voyage. Tour uncle and aunts are all in 
health, and salute you and the rest of ours, &c. Commeml me to 
your uncle G. and a. and all the rest of our lovins friends, that ask of 
me. So, with my love and blessing to yourself your brothers and 
sister, salutations to our young company, I end, and rest 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 



October \ 1629. 

ITo] his kmng Son, John Wivthrop, > 
ai Orqlon^ Suffolk^ d^d, > 



A 31. 
Uy dear Wife, 

t misT needs write to thee by this bearer, though I can write 
!ittle» in r^rd of my mocb business. I praise God, I came safe 
46 VOL. I. 
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hitber» where I fband all in healtli, and so (tfareath bis mercy) we 
continae. I have sent down mj horses, because I am like to staj 
somewhat longer than 1 made account of; but I shall make what 
baste I can mcL Here is much news : Divers great personages 
questioned and committed ; but the cause jet uncertain. St Chris- 
topher's is taken bj the Spaniard, and the English there honestly sent 
home. The same is reported oF the Barbethes, but not so certain ; 
but, if it be, the people are all safe. Some would discourage us with 
this news ; but there is no cause, for neither are we in the like dan- 
ger ; and, besides, God is with us, and will surely keep us. I shall 
take time to write to thee asain in the end of the week. So, for this 
time, with all our hearty salutations to thyself, my good sister Fones» 
and the rest of our friends, with my love and blessing to all our chil- 
dren, I commend thee to the Lord. So I kiss my sweet wife, 
and rest 

Thy iaitliful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

Jfbvember 11, 1629* 

My son remembers his duty to thee and his aunt, and love to all, ke* 

To his very loving Wift^ Mn. Wihthrof > 
Ike eldtfy at Oroion^ Suffolk^ <PtL, > 



A 32. 

My dear Wife, 

I HAVE many things to thank thee for this week, — thy most 
kind letter, fowls, puddings, &c. ; but I must first thank our heavenly 
Father, that I hear of thy health and the welfare of all our family ; 
for I was in fear, because I left thee not welL But thus is the Lord 
pleased still to declare his goodness and mercy to his unworthy ser- 
vants. Oh that we could learn to trust in him, and to love him as we 
ouriit! 

For my care of thee and thine, I will say nothing. The Lord 
knows my heart, that it was one jgreat motive to draw me into 
this course. The Lord prosper me m it, as I desire the prosperi- 
ty of thee and thine. For this end, I purpose to leave £1500 with 
thy friends, if I can sell my lands, which I am now about, but, as jtt, 
have done nothing. I purpose (if God will) to be at home the next 
week. I am forced to keep John here for my business, which 
now comes so heavy upon me, as I can spare no time for aoeht 
else. The Lord in mercy bring us well through all our troubles, 
as I trust he will. Thou must bear with my brevity. The Lord 
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bless and keep thee» and all our children and companj. So I kisa 
mj sweet mfe, and rest 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

Mj brother and sister salute joa all. Let the cow be killed 
against I come home; and let mj son Henry provide such peaa 
as will porridge well, or else none. 

January 15, 1629. 



A 33. 

Mj dear Wife, 

1 PRAISE God» we came safe to London, and continue in 
health, and found all well here. Thus it pleaseth the Lord to fol- 
low us with his blessings, that we miffht love him again. 1 find 
here ao much to do, as I doubt I shaU not come down these three 
weeks; but, thou roajest be sure, I will stay no longer than mj 
occasions shall enforce me. 

I must now begin to prepare thee for our long parting, which 

rws very near. I know not how to deal with thee by ailments; 
if thou wert as wise and patient as ever woman was, yet it 
must needs be a great trial to thee, and the greater, because I am 
so dear to thee. That which 1 must chiefly look at in thee, for 
a ground of contentment, is thy godliness. If now the Loixl be thv 
God, thou must show it by trusting in him, and resigning thyself 

auietly to his good pleasure. If now Christ be thy Husband, thou must 
tiow what sure and sweet intercourse is between him and thy soul, 
when it shall be no hard thing for thee to part with an earthly, 
mortal, infirm husband for his sake. The enlargement of thy com- 
fort in the communion of the love and sweet familiarity of thy 
most holy, heavenly and undefiled Lord and Husband, will abun- 
dantly recompense whatsoever want or inconvenience may come by 
the absence of the other. The best course is to turp all our rea- 
sons and discourse into prayers ; for he only can help, who is Lord 
of sea and land, and hath sole power of lire and death. 

It is now near eleven of the clock, and I shall write again ere 
long (if God will.) The good Lord bless thee and all thy company. 
My broth, and sister salute you all. Commend my hearty love to 
my good sister F. and all the rest Tell her I wrote to Mr. Dummer 
so soon as I came to town ; and, if I can, I will speak witli him^i 
before John go down. So I kiss my sweet wife, and rest 
Thy frail, yet faithful husband, 

JO, WINTHRQP. 
January 31, 
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My mott dear Hoiband^ 

I SHOVLD not now omit any opportonitj of writing to thee, 
constderins I shall not long have thee to write unto. But, by reason 
of my unboess at this time» \ must entreat thee to accept of a few 
lines from me, and not to impute it to any want of love, or negleet of 
my duty to thee, to whom I owe more than I shall e^er be able t» 
express. My request now shall be to the Lord to prosper thee in thy 
Toyage, and enable thee and fit thee for it, and give aU gracea and 
gins for such employments as he shall call thee to. I trust God 
will once more bring us toeether before you go, that we may see 
each other with gladness, and take solemn leave, till we, throusn the 
goodness of our God, shall meet in New England, which win be a 
Joyfttl day to us. 1 send thee here enclosed letters from Mn P. 
My good sister F. remembers her love to you, and, it seemeth, hath 
written so earnestly to Mr. P. not to come, that he doth forbear to 
come till he hear more. I think she would have you send him word 
to come as soon as he can, being desirous to speak with him before 
you go ; but it must not come from herself, for she will write to him 
to stay still. She saith, that he shall not need to provide any thine 
but a nouse, fbr she will furnish it herself. And thus, with my best 
wishes to God for thy health and welfare, I take my leave, and rest 
Thy faithful, obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP, 

January the hut. 

[The raperieriptioQ of ^b letter, written, without doubt, 16C^— 30, it 
wsnting.] 



A 35. 
Mj sweet Wife, 

The opportunity of so fit a messenger, and my deep eaeage^ 
ment of affection to thee, makes me write at this time, though I h^ 
to follow soon after. The Lord our God hath oft broujg;ht ua togeth* 
er with comfort, when we have been lon^ absent ; an<Cif it be good 
fbr us, he will do so still. When i was in Ireland, he brought us to* 
gether again. When I was sick here at London, he restored us 
together again. How many dangers, near death, hast tbott been in 
thyself! and yet tlie Lord hath granted me to enjoy thee still. If he 
did not watch over us, we need not go over sea to seek death or 
misery : we should meet it at every step, in every journey. And is 
not he a God abroad as well as at home ? Is not his power and nrovi- 
dence the same in New England that it hath been in Old Enmnd? 
V. If our ways please him, he can command deliverance and suety in 
^ all places, and can make the stones of the field and the beasts, yea, 
y the raging seas, and our very enemies, to be in league with us. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lanswa. 866 

Bmi, if we sill i^inst him, he ean mse nf eril against us e«t of oar 
•W1V bewiek, houses* estates, kc My good wife! trust in the Lord, 
whom thou hast found faithful. He will be better to thee than anj 
kusbandy and will restore thee thy husband with advantace. But I 
must end, with all our salutations, with which I have laden this 
bearer, that he may be the more kindly welcome. So I kiss mj 
sweet wife, and bless thee and all ours, and rest 

Thine ever, 
February 14, 1639. SO. WINTHRC^., 

.Thou must be mj valentine, for none hath challenged me. 

To Maro. Wivtbhop, /^e> 
cUkTy at Qroton^ y 



A 36. 
Mine own sweet Self, 

I BLB68 God, our heavenly Father, vre are all come safe to 
M aplested, where we find all in health. I have nothing to write to 
Ihee, but an expression of my dearest and most faithfm affection t^ 
thee, and my dear children and friends with thee. Be comfortable 
and courageous, my sweet wife. Fear nothing. I am assured the 
liord is with us, and will be with thee. Thou shalt find it in the 
needful time. Cleave to thy faithful Lord and Husband, Christ Je- 
sus, into whose blessed arms I have put thee, to whose care I have 
nnd do commend thee and all thine. Once again I kiss and embrace 
my sweet wife. Farewell ; the Lord bless thee and all thv company. 
Commend me to all, and to all our good friends and neighbour^ and 
remember Monday and Friday between five and six. 

Thy &idiful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

My son Henry must come by Mi^[ilested to seal a writing, which 
I len there. 

To my very loving Wift^ Mrs. Wirrmiop, > 
at Oroton. J 

[Dated, probably, latter part of February, lOSS-^-dO.] 



A 37. 

LoNPOw, March 2, 1629. 
Mine own dear Heart, 

I MUST confess, tiiou hast overcome me with thy exceeding 
great love, and those abundant expressions of it in thv sweet letters^ 
which savour of mof« than an aidinarj spirit of love W piety. Bless-. 
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ed be flie Lord our God, that gives strength and comfort to thee t# 
nnderf^ this great trial, which, I must confess, would be too heavy for 
thee, if the Lord did not put under his hand in so gracious a mea- 
sure. Let this experience of his faithfulness to thee in this first 
trial, be a ground to establish thj heart to believe and expect his help 
in all tliat may follow. It grieveth me much, that I want time and 
freedom of mind to discourse with thee (mj faithful yokefellow) in 
those things, which thy sweet letters offer me so plentiful occasion for. 
I beseech the Lord, 1 may have liberty to supply it, ere I depart ; 
for I cannot thus leave thee. Our two boys and James Downing 
John Samford and Mary M. and most of my servants, are gone this 
day towards South Hampton. The good Lord be with them and 
us all. Goodman Hawes was with me, and very kindly offers to 
bring his wife to Groton about the beginning of April, and so stay 
till thyself and my ^daughter be in bed ; so as thou shalt not need 
take care for a midwife. Ah, my most kind and dear wife, how sweet 
is thy love to me ! The Lord bless thee and thine with the blessings 
from above and from beneath, of the right hand and the left, with 
plenty of favour and peace here, and eternal glory hereafter. All 
nere are in health, (i praise God,) and salute thee. Remember my 
love and blessing to our children, and my salutations to all as thoa 
knowest So I kiss and embrace thee, and rest 

Thine ever, 

ja WINTHROP. 



A 38. 

Mine only Bett-beloved, 

I NOW salute thee from South Hampton, where, by the Lord^ 
mercy, we are all safe ; but the winds have been such as our ships 
are not yet come. We wait upon God, hoping that he will dispose 
all for the best unto us. I supposed 1 should nave found leisure to 
have written more fully to thee by this bearer ; but here I meet with 
so much company and business, as I am forced to borrow of my sleep 
for this. I purpose to redeem this loss before I go hence, and to 
write to divers of my friends. I must entreat thee to supply this 
defect by remembering me in the kindest manner to them all. And 
now ^my dear wife) what shall I say to thee ? I am full of matter and 
affection towards thee, but want time to express it. I beseech the 
good Lord to take care of thee and thine ; to seal up his loving kind- 
ness to thy soul; to fill thee with the sweet comfort of his pre- 
sence, that may uphold thee in this time of trial ; and ^rant us this 
mercy, that we may see the faces of each other again in the time 
expected. So, loving thee truly, and tender of thy welfare, studying 
to bestow thee safe, where I may have thee again, I leave thee in 

1 I suppose this waa Henrj^s wife. 
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Die arms of the Lord Jesus, oar sweet Sayumr, and, with many 
kisses and embracings, I rest 

Thine only, and ever thine, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
South Hamfton, March 14, 1629. 

The good Lord bless oor children and all thy company. 
Do thou bless these here, and pray pray for us. 
Give Mrs. Lei^ many thanks for her horse, and remen^r to 
requite it 



A 39. 
Mj dear Wife, 

1 WROTE to thee, when I went from South Hampton, and 
now ! must salute thee and take leave together from the ship, God 
be blessed, the wind is come very fair, and we are all in health. 
Our ^children remember their duties, and desire thy blessing. Com- 
mend me to all our good friends, as I wrote in my former letter, and 
be comfortable, and trust in the Lord, my dear wife, pray, pray. He 
is our God and Father ; we are in covenant with him, and he will 
DOt cast us. off! So, this once* more, I kiss and embrace thee and 
all my children, &c. &c. 

Thy fiuthful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
Frtna aboard the Jlrbella, riding' at \ 
the Cowss, Jdarch 2% 1629. 



A 40. 
My good dou, 

Wb are now going to the ship, under the comfort of the 
Lord^s gracious protection and good providence. I pray have care 
so to walk with God in faith and sincerity, as, by his blessing, we 
may meet with joy. There is newly come into our company, and 
sworn an assistant, one Sir Brian Janson of London, a man of good 
estate, and so affected with our society, as he hath given £50 to our 
common stock, and £50 to the joint stock. He desires to t>e ao*- 
quainted with you. 

I pray pay Bulbrooke of Wenham such money as his provisions 
cost nim, about 30 or 40s. and receive £12 of goodman Pond for the 
rest of his son's two cows, (I had £10 before,) and ask him for 
their passage £10. You shall receive £5 for Edward Palsford, 
which John S. hath order for. I pray pay Mr. Goffe such money as 
you shall receive direction for from your uncle Downing. 

• ■' ■ ■ ' . - ^ 

\ Beor/, and, probably, Adam. 
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We ire ii«w eone eafe (I prtise Ood) to the Coww. The trtnd 
is now Terj fiur, (Grod be praised,) and we are prepartng to set 
■ail this night The Lord m mercy send ns a prosperous Tojage. 
Farewell, mj dear son. The Lord bless jon and all mj children 
and friends. Commend me to them all, as if I named them ; for 
I am in great straits of leisare. So I rest 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP- 
Mmreh 2S, 16d9. 



Tg m$ very loving Son* Mr. JoHir Wivtbrop, > 
tU Qroton^ Suffolk^ <Pd. > 



A 41. 
My (aithfal and dear Wife, 

It pleaseth Ood, that thon shooldest once i^ain hear frooi 
me before oar departure, and I hope this shall come safe to tiiy 
htfids. I know it will be a sreat refrashing to thee. And Uesaed be 
his mercy, that I can write tnee so good news, that we are all in yerf 
ffood health, and, haying tried onr shines entertainment now more 
fiian a week, we find it agree yerj well with us. Oor bojs are weli 
and cheerful, and have no mind of home. They lie both with me, 
and sleep as soundly in a rug (for we use no sheets here) as eyer 
tiiey did at Oroton ; and so I do myself, (I praise Ood.) Hie wind 
hath been against us this week and more ; but this day it is come 
&ir to the north, so as we are preparing (by Ood'b assistance) to set 
sail in the morning. We have only four ships ready, and some two 
or three Hollanders go along with us. The rest of our fleet (bdog 
seyen ships^ will not be ready this sennight. We haye spent now 
two Sabbatns on shipboard very comfortably, (Ood be praised,) and 
are dailj more and more encouraged to look for the Lord^s presence 
to eo alone with us. Henry Kingsbury hath a child or two in the 
Taroot sicK of the measles, but like to do well. One of my men had 
them at Hampton, but he was soon well again. We are, in all our 
deven ships, about seven hundred persons, passengers, and two hun- 
dred and forty cows, and about sixty horses. The diip which went 
from PlinHMitn carried about one hundred and forty persons, and the 
ship which goes from Bristowe carrieth about eighty persons. And 
now (my sweet soulj I must once again take my last rare well of thee 
in Old England. It goeth very near to my heart to leave thee ; but 
I know to whom I have committed thee, even to him who loves thee 
much better than any husband can, who hath taken account of tiie 
hairs of thy head, and puts all thy tears in his bottle, who can, and 
(if it be for his glory) will bring us tc^ther asain with peace and 
comfort. Oh, how it refresheth my heart, to think, that I shall yet 
again see thy sweet face in the lancf of the livii^ ! — ^that lovely conn* 
tenance, that I have so much delighted in, and beheld with so great 
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•onteiit I I haye hitherto been to taken up with basiness, as I could 
seldom look back to mj former happiness ; bot now, when I shall be 
at some leisure, I shiul not ayoid the remembrance of thee, nor the 

Sief for thy absence. Thou hast thy share with me, but I hope 
e course we have agreed ujpon will be some ease to us botL 
Mondays and Fridays, at fiye ot the clock at night, we shall meet in 
spirit till we meet in person. Yet, if all these hopes should fisiil, 
blessed be our God, that we are assured we shall meet one day, 
if not as husband and wife, yet in a better condition. Let that 
Slay and comfort thy heart Neither can the sea drown diy hus- 
band, nor enemies destroy, nor any adversity deprive thee of thy 
husband or children. Therefore I will only take thee now and my 
sweet children in mine arms, and kiss and embrace you all, and 
so leave you with my God. Farewell, farewell. I bless yoa all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. I salute my daughter Winth. Matt. 
Nan. and the rest, and all my good neighbours and friends. Pray all 
for us. Farewell. Commend my blessing to my son John. I can- 
not now write to him ; but tell him I have committed thee and thine 
to him. Labour to draw him yet nearer to God, and he will be the 
surer staff of comfort to thee. I cannot name the rest of my good 
friends, but thou canst supply it I wrote, a week since, to thee and 
Mr. Leigh and divers others. 

Thine wheresoever, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
From aboard the JrheUa^ riding at > 
the Co WES, Jdarch £8, 1650. 3 

I would have written to my brother and sister Gostling, but it is 
near midnight Let this excuse ; and commend my love to them and 
aU theirs. 

To Maro. WiHTUtop, the elder^ at Oroten. 



A 43. 

My Love, my Joy, my faithful One, 

1 SUPPOSE thou didst not expect to haye any more letters 
from me till the return of our ships ; but so is the cood pleasure of 
God, that the winds should not serye yet to carry us nence. He will 
do all things in his own time, and that shall ne for the best in the 
end. We acknowledge it a great mercy to us, that we went not out 
to sea on Monday, when the wind was fiur for one day ; for we had 
been exposed, eyer since, to sore tempests and contrary winds. I 
praise God, we are all in good health, and want nothing. For my- 
self, I was neyer at more liberty of body and mind these many years. 
The Lord make me thankful and wise to improye his blessings for 
the furtherance of his own work. I desire to resign myself wholly 
47 yok K 
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lo hh grteiow iKmgitir Ob Hitt I had ta lietrt m to d<s and t» 
tnist perfectlj in mm &r hit titistaiica in all our ways. We iad 
Ima ftin fmag along with at. He hath brought in the heart of the 
matter m our tbip to ailbrd ut all cood retpec^ and to join with ut 
ia etery gaod action. Yetterdaj he caoaed hit teamen to keep a 
fttt with at» wherein the Lord attttted ut and our minitter rerj 
comfortablj ; and when 6^0 of the clock came^ I had retpite to 
remember thee, (it being Friday,) and to parley with thee, and to meet 
thee in tpirit before the Lord. After tapper, we discovered tome 
notorioot lewd peraont of our own company, who, in time of our fatt^ 
had committed theft, and done other Tillaniet> for which we have 
canted them to be teverel? punished. 

I am uncertain whether I tt^all have op*, ortunity to tend these to 
thee) for, if tiie wind tarn, we thall toon be cone. Therefore 1 will 
not write much. 1 know it will be tufiicient for thy present comf«irt, 
to hear of our welfare ; and diit it the third letter I have written to 
thee, tince I came to Hampton, in requital of thote two 1 received 
from thee, which I do often read with much delight, apprehending to 
much love and tweet affection in them, as I am never tatisfied with 
reading! nor can read them wi6iout teart ; but whether they proceed 
from joy, torrow or detire, or from that consent of affection, which I 
always hold with thee» I cannot conceive. Ah, my dear heart, I ever 
held thee in hish etteem, at thv love and goodnett hath well deserv- 
ed 4 but (\( it be possible^ I shall yet prize thy virtue at a greater 
rate, and long more to enjoy thy tweet society than ever before. I 
am sure thou art not short of me in this desire. Let at praj hard, 
and pray in faith, and our God, in hit eood time, will accomplish our 
detire. Oh, how loath am I to bid thee mrewell ! but, tince it mutt be, 
lurewall, my tweet love, ftirewell. Farewell, my dear children and 
fisiroily. The Lord bless vou all, and grant me to see yoar fiicea 
once again. Come, (my dear,) take him and let him rest in tfaino 
arms, who will ever remain, 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

Commend my love to all our friends at Castleins, Mr. Leigh and 
his wife, mv neighbour Cole and his wife, and all the rest of our good 
friends and nei^bours, and our good friends at Maplested, when yoa 
tee them, and those our worthv and kind friends at Astineton, &€« 
My brother Arthur hath carried himtelf very toberiv tince he came 
on thipboard, and to hath Mr. Brand'b ton, ami my coatin Ro. 
Sampson. I hope their friendt shall hear well of them. 

From aboard the Jrhella, ridinf before Tarmouth,> 



in the Islb of Wioht, Jpril 3, 1630. 

» my very Urting Tt/^ Mrs. Wivntnoi 
tht eMer, «/ Qni^ in Sh^lky d^d. 
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A 43, 
Mj good Sod, 

[ REOEivBD two letters from ypu since I came to Haniptoii« 
and this is the second I have written back to jou. I do mucn re- 
joice and bless God for that goodness I find in yon towards me and 
mine. I do pray* and assuredly expect» that the Lord will reward it 
plentifally into your bosom ; for it is his promise to prolons their 
"^ * wrsy (which includes all outward prosperity,) who give due honour 



StySy (which includes all outward nroaperity,) 
to their parents. Trust him, son, tor he is uuthfuL Xabour to grow 
into nearer communion and acquaintance with him, and you shall 
find him a ^ood CUkI, and a master worth the serving;. Ask of any 
who have tried him, and they will justify him in his kindness and 
bounty to his servants. Yet we must not look that he should always 

g've us what we think might be eood for us ; but wai^ and let him 
ke his own way, and the end wiU satisfy our expectation. 

Our ship and tne Talbot are now at Yarmouth ; but the Jewell and 
Ambruee are put back unto the Cowes. We have had very tempes- 
tuous weather, with the wind at 8. W. so as some ships, which went 
. out at the Needles before us, are driven back again; and we intend 
not to stir till we see the wind settled. I would wish women and 
children not to eo to sea till April, and then to take shipping at 
London. If we nad done so, it nad eased us of much trouble and 
charge* There lie now at Cowes two ships of Holland, bound, one 
to the Strei^ts, and the other to the East Indies, of one hundred tons 
a piece, which, putting to sea in February, spent their masts, and, 
with much difficulty, and loss of near one hanared men, are come in 
hither. There came in lately by us a ship from Virginia, lade* with 
tobacco. The master came aboard ns, and told ns, that they want 
com there. She was fourteen weeks ontward, and yet lost but one 
Bian. 1 pray certify me, by the neit occasion, what the wine cost 
for the common use, and if you have laid out any more in that kind, 
that I may perfect my account 

I pray prepare money so soon as you can, that I may be clear with 
Mr. Gone and others, and that my part in the joint stock may be 
made on. 

Sir Math. Bamardiston desh*ed to pot in nroney into o«r joint 
stock. Remember my love and res|>ect to him, and if he will put in 
£50, take it as part of the £^200, which I have put in already, except 
you have money enough to supply more. 

Yesterday we ke{yt a fisist aboard our riiip and in the Talbot. Mr. 
Phillips eiercised with us the whole day, and gave very good content 
to all the company, as he doth in all bis exercises, so as we hAve 
much cause to bless Ood for him. 

In the Talbot a woman was latefy delivered of a son, and both 
like to do well. 

For other things, which concern my afttirs at home, I refer them to 
your care and the good providence of the Almiglity. 

Commend my love to all our good friends, as yon have occasion,— 
to my daughter Winthrop, your sister and coMin, and to Mr. Leigj^ 
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Bir. Nntt and iiiat hmWj. and to all at Castleiiia. and the rest, whom 
I cant now name ; and the Lord bless, direct and prosper you in idl 
your wajs. So farewell, mj good son. 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

From aboard the JSrhella, riding before > 
Yarmouth, JSpril 5, 1630. > 

Oar long stay here hath occasioned die expense of much more 
money than 1 expected, so aa I am run much in Mr. Gofle'^ debt 
I pray set up some money so soon as you can, and pay him £150, or 
so much as you can get 

To Imjfvtryloffing 8on^'] Mr. [Johv WurrHROpJ > 
Gro/on, in 8t^^ i*d, y 



A 44. 

Charlbtom in New ENOLANn, Julif 16, l63a 
My dear Wife, 

Blbssbd be tiie Lord, our good God and merciful Father, 
that yet hath preserved me in life and health to salute thee, and to 
comfort thr long longing heart with the joyful news of my welfare, 
elfi 



and the welfare of thy beloved children. 

We had a long and troublesome passage, but the Lord made it 
safe and easy to us; and though we have met with many and great 
troubles, (as this bearer can certify thee,) yet he hath pleased to up- 
iiold us, and to give us hope of a uppy issue. 

I am so overpressed with businessi as I have no time for these or 
otter mine own private occasions. I only write now, that thou n^i J^^st 
know, that yet I live and am mindful of'^thee in all my afiairs. The 
laiger discourse of all thincs thou shalt receive from my brothei: 
Oowninc, which I must send by some of the last ships. XVe have 
met with many sad and discomfortable things, as thou shalt hear af^er ; 
and the Lordi hand hath been hieavy upon myself in some very near 
to me. My son Henry ! my son Henry ! alM>oor child ! Yet it grieves 
me much more for my aear daughter. Tne Lord strengthen and 
comfort her heart, to bear this cross patiently. I know thou wilt not 
be wanting to her in this distress. Yet, fiH* all these things, (I praise 
my God,) I am not discouraged ; nor do I see cause to repent or 
despair of those good days here, which will make amends for all. 

r shall expect thee next summer, (if the Lord please,) and by that 
time I hope to be provided for thy comfortable entertainment My 
most sweet wife, oe not disheartened ; trust in the Lord, and thoa 
shalt see his iGuthfulness. Commend me heartily^ to all o«r kind 
friends at Castleins, Grottm Hall, Mr. Leigh and his wife, my neigh* 
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boor Cole, and all the rest tif mj neishboura and tbeir wives, botii 
rich and poor. Remember me to &m at Assington Hall, and 
Codenham Hall, Mr. Brand, Mr. Alston, Mr. Motf, and their wives, 
goodroan Pond, Charles Neale, &c The good Lord be with tiiee and 
bless thee and all our children and servants. Commend mj love to 
them all. I kiss and embrace thee, my dear wife, and all mv chil- 
dren, and leave thee in his arms, who is able to preserve jou all, and 
to fulfil oar joy in our haj^y meeting in his eoocl time. Amen. 

Tliy fiiitMul husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

I shall write to my son John by London. 

To my very loving Wift^ Mrs. Wiarintop, iht\ 

Mtr^ at Oroion in Suffolk^ near iSiMffrtiry. v 

From New Esolavd. ) 



A 45. 

My good Son, 

The blessing of God all-euflBcient be upon thee ever. Amen. 

It hath pleased the Lord to bring us hither in peace, (blessed be his 
name.) For the course of our voyage, and other occurrents, yon 
shall understand them by a jonmal, wnich I send with my letters to 
yoor uncle D. We had a comfortable passage, and I found that love 
and respect from Capt Milbnme our master, as I may not forget 
I pray (if he be returned before you come hither) take occasion to see 
him, and remember my kind salutations to him and his wife. 

It is like you shall hear (before this come to you) how the Lord 
bath disposed of your brother Hen. The Lord teach you and the 
rest by it to remember your Creator in the days of your youth, and to 
improve your time to his service, while it lasts. 

The unexpected troubles and necessities, which are fallen upon us, 
will bring a great deal of business and care upon thee ; but be not 
discouraged. It is the Lord, who hath cast it upon thee, and he will 
vphold and deliver thee. 

We are forced to send to Bristowe for supplj of provisions, by 
Mr. Peirce and Mr. Allerton, for which I have given uiem a bill of 
exchange. You must needs take order, die money ma^ be provided 
presently for them, for tiiey cant stay. If all means fail, Mr. Revel 
nath promised to help me with £100. He hath a bill also for money 
for provisions, which I took up of him here ; so have divers others, 
which you must take care to see paid. 

For the freu;ht for the ships, you shall receive some bills from Sir 
Richard, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Dudley ; but it is doubtful whether 
tbeir moneys will be ready. What you can provide of theirs and 
mine, be sure the Talbot be first discnarged, for they will not tarry. 
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There is mvch likewise to be peid to Mr. Bcecher, wUdi wulj ehir 
awhile. There are other moneys to be paid to Mr. Peirce, which 
must be provided. If all means fail, jou may try Doctor Wright; 
but I hope you have sold the land, and then that care is at an end. 
For Mr. Goffe^ he hath failed exceedingly in his andertaking, so as 
he is in debt to many of us, and hath raid a great deal more of me 
than his due. Therefore psy him no more, f will send yon the ac« 
count for lum and rest, whom 1 undertook for. 

I shall eipect jour mother and you and the rest of our company 
here the next spring, if God will. For directions for your passas^ I 
have written about it to your uncle D. and your mother, and i am 
tired out with writing and much business. Commend mr lore 
and blessing to your brother Forth, and your sister M., my 
neice. Matt, and the rest of our family, and my kind salutations to 
all my good friends and neighbours, who inquire of us» and to 
Mr. Nicolson. 

For your sister Winthrop, if she will come over, I will provide 
for her as mine own ; if not, she hadi a bond of £400. Yet you 
know there is not so much due to her ; for your brother had much 
money of me out of the £400 I had of him, besides what he ought to 
your sister Mary. Yet, if it be to be had, I would pay it her, as it 
can be raised ; but then she must give me a seneral release. 

ir money be brought to you or your uncle Downing for goodman 
Lockwood, let Mr. Peirce be paid nis bill of provisions for him, and 
brini^ the rest with you. 

For Forth*s coming over, I leave it to my sister Painter her dis* 
posing. If they come, they shall be welcome. These afflictions we 
have met with need discourage none, for the country is exceeding 
good, and the climate very like our own ; only people most come 
well provided, and not too many at once. Pease may come, if he 
will, and such other as you shall think fit, but not many, and let 
those be good, and but few servants, and those useful ones. 

Take order that a copy of my relation, ^cc be sent to Sir Nath. 
Bamardiston, and my excuse of not writing to him uid Sir Wm. 
Spring, with my salutations to them both ; and if Sir Nath. hath put 
in no money, let him forbear still. 

You most call to Mr. Andrews in Bowe Lane for £90, which 
Mr. Pincheon hath appointed for you, and jon are to pay it, and £30 
more, to Mr. Rich. Andrews, at the Mermaid in Cheapside ; but you 
must first inquire if it were lent to us, as we were promised at 
Hampton. It may be paid soon after Michaelmas next. There is 
also £208 to be paid to Mr. Cradock, or Mr. Woodward at his house 
in St. Bartl. near the Exchange, September 8, for which Mr. Johnson 
and I stood bound ; but, if it be not ready, I think Mr. Cradock will 
get it continued. 

Here is a barrel of neat of Bulbrooke's of Wenham. If I did not 
pay for it, let it be paid. 

If you reckon with Mr. Wall, 6ius it stands : Tou receive of him 
by Mr. Chamber (to whom I desire to be kindly remembered) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX; 375 

The passage for hiin8elf» his wife and a serrant, comes to £16.10 

For one cowm.,,,....,^ „ ...,.,»^^»„»m m,^..,.,^\5X)Z 

For tonnage of bis goods. 11.00 

48.12 
Demand the rest of him, and certify me of it 

Henrj Kingsbarj hath appointed money to be paid to yoo by [blank.! 

John Warren hath appointed money to be paid to you by the bon^ 
he left with you. He owes beside £10, beside his present provisions. 

Demand of Stone and Bragge of Neyland, £15. Tou nave bond 
tor it 

Air. Goffe's and my account stands thus : 

He received of me in Endand at several payment8..M...M.£642.00 

More of me for my brotner Downing ,. 107.02 

You have paid him since, by my direction from Hampton 
He is to discount for two mares and a horse, (one Mr. 

Brand's,) which died b;^ the way .,... .......27.00 

He is allowed for ninetv-six passengers, at £4....... .........384.00 

For twenty-four cows, (ten being for my broth. D.).....«...«...36l.00 
For thirty-two tons of goods, at £3. 

I must end. The Lord God Almighty bless you, and send you 
all hither in peace. Farewell, my dear son. 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

Commend me to old Pom), and tell liim both his sons are well, and 
remember 6ieir duty to him. He must needs send his son John 
some more provisions, for much of that he brought was spoiled by the 
way. You must demand money of him. His reckoning stands thus : 

His pataage and goods cone to. , ,£27.00 

One cow.^....^. mu,^ ^„w, „ ^.....15.00 



I hMl of him, £ia04. 42.00 

Rest due 32.00. 

Charltok, July 23, 1630. 

For tiie country itself, I can discern little difference between it 
and our own. We have had only two days, which I have observed 
more hot than in England. Here is as good land as I have seen 
there, but none so bad as there. Here is sweet air, fair rivers, and 

eenty of springs, and the water better than in England. Here can 
\ no want of any thing to those, who bring means to raise out of the 
earfli and sea. 

TV my wry hving Sm^ Mr, Johw WurrutoPf \ 
mi Gf^tm^ in <9ii^ll, d^d. \ 
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A 46. 

Cbarleton in New EvcLAin), August 14, I6d0« 

Mj good Sod, 

I RBCBiYBD yoar letters by Mr. Hosod^ ship, and do muck 
rejoice, and bless the Lord for the good news of all joar welfares. 
For our condition here, and our voyage hither, I wrote to yon, about a 
fortnight since, by Mr. Revel, but more fully in a journal and rdation. 
which I sent to your uncle Downing ; yet I could [not] make any 
perfect relation, for want of time and leisure, and I am still as muca 
straitened as before, so as I must refer you and all my friends to mr 
former report as it is. Withal 1 sent a card of our voyage at sea, whidi 
Capt Milbome drew for me. I wrote, also, how the I^utl'b hand had 
been very heavy upon our people in these parts, and that which I 
conceived to be the reason why so many fell sick, and so many died, 
and what course you should take when your mother is to come hither, 
&c I can now only write a word or two for direction about our 
affairs ; and so I shall leave my blessing with you. First, for the land, 
(if it be not already sold,^ you must sell it speedily, for much debt 
will lie upon us. For Mr. Appleton, take no money of him, for he 
can have no cows : diere came not on shore one halt of them. I had 
£15 of Mrs. Sands for a cow for her brother Gofie; but he could 
have none now : ergo, if she will not have him have it at next return, 
let her have her money again. 

Pay Mr. Goffe no more money, but require the remainder; and« if 
he reittse to pay it, it were well his bond were put in suit If yo« 
have money to spare, send over some more cows and goats, and 
biinff £100 with you, or 2. 

The beef we had of Mr. Stretton is as sweet and cpod as if 
it were but a month powdered. You shall know of o£er things 
by your mother^ letters. We have powder and pieces enough, but 
want flints and bird-shot and store of chalk. But 1 must end. The 
Lord bless you, and send you hither in safety. Farewell, my good son. 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

To mjf vtry loving Son^ Mr. Johv WufTHBOP, > 
at Qroiouy Suffolk^ d*d, S 



A 47. 
Mj dear Wife, 

The blessing of God all-sufficient be upon thee and all my 
dear ones with thee forever. 

I praise the good Lord, though we see much mortality, sickness 
and trouble, yet (such is his mercy) myself and children, with most 
of my family, are yet living, and in nealth, and enjoy prosperity 
eoou^, if the afflictions of our brethren did not hold under the com- 
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fort of it The ladj Arbella is dead, and good Mr. Higginson, mj 
servant, old Waters of Neyland, and many oUiers. Thus the Lord is 
pleased still to humble us ; jet he mixes so many mercies with his 
corrections, as we are persuaded he will not cast us off, but, in his 
due time, will do us good, according to the measure of our afflictions. 
He stays but till he hath purged our corruptions, and healed the hard- 
ness and errour of our hearts, and stripped us of our vain confidence 
in this arm of flesh, that he may have us rely wholly upon himself. 
The French ship, so long expected, and given for lost, is now come 
safe to us, about a fortnight since, bavins been twelve weeks at sea; 
4nd yet her passengers (beins but few) all safe and well but one, and 
her eoats but six living of eiditeen. So as now we are somewhat .re- 
freshed with such goods and provisions as she brought, though much 
thereof hath receiv^ damage by wet. I praise God, we have many 
occasions of comfort here, and do hope, that our days of affliction will 
soon have an end, and that the Lord will do us more good in the end 
than we could have expected, that will abundantly recompense for 
all the trouble we have endured. Yet we may not look at great 
thines here. It is enough that we shall have heaven, thou^ we 
should pass through hell to it. We here enjoy Gqd and Jesus Christ 
Is not this enou^ ? Wh^t would we have more ? I thank God, I 
like so well to be here, as I do not repent my coming ; and if I were 
to come aeain, I would not have altered my course, thoueb I had 
foreseen all these afflictions. I never fared better in my life, never 
slept better, never had more content of mind, which comes merely of 
the Lord's good hand ; for we have not the like means of these com- 
forts here, which we had in England. But the Lord is all-sufficient, 
blessed be his holy name. If he please, he can still uphold us in this 
estate ; but, if he shall see good to make us partakers with others in 
more affliction, his will be done. He is our urod, and may dispose of 
us as he sees good. 

I tm sorry to part with thee so soon, seeing we meet so seldom, and 
mj much business hath made me too oft forget Mondays and Fridays* 
I long for the time, when 1 may see thy sweet face again, and the 
faces of my dear children. But I must break off, and desire thee to 
commend me kindly to all my good friends, and excuse my not 
writing at this time. If God please once to settle me, 1 shall make 
amends. I will name now out such as are nearest to thee, my 
broth, and sister Gostlin, Mr. Leigh, &c. Castleins,my neighbour Cole 
and his good wife, with the rest of my good neighbours, tenants and 
servants. The good Lord bless thee and all our children and family. 
So I kiss my sweet wife and my dear children, and rest 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

I would have written to Maplested, if I had time. Thon must 
excuse me, and remember me kindly to them all. 
Tbb is the third letter I have written to thee from New England. 

Beftember 9, USO. 
48 VOL. I. 
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A 48. 

Mj good 8oD^ 

Thb eood Lord Mess you ever. 

I have wntten to jour mother and to your uncle Downing at laiw 
of all things here, to which 1 must refer you, in r^ard of my much 
buaineas and little leisure here. 

I shall expect your mother and you and the rest of my company 
here next spring, (if God will) I pray take order (if it be possible) 
to make even reckoning with all before you come over, and get a 
good ship and forty hotheads of meal at least, well cleansed from the 
Bran, and laid abroad three or four days before it be Packed; ^ 
and oatmeal, well dried, as much as you can ; good store of dry, Suffolk 
cheese, brought loose, or packed in very dry malt; butter and tned 
suet ; sugar and fruit ; pepper and ginger ; store of coarse rup, both to 
use and sell; a hogshead of wine vm^r, and another of verjuice, 
both in good casks and iron4>ound. We have lost much by bad 
casks. Bestow every thing in even hogsheads, if you can ; for it wiU 
save much in the charge of freight Bring some good oil, pitch and 
tar, and a good piece of an old cable to make oakum ; for that which 
was sent is much lost Some more cows would be brought, espe- 
cially two new milch, which must be well mealed and milked Ig the 
way, and some goats, especially sheep, (if they can be had.) Bring 
some store of garlick and onions, Jind conserve of red roses, alum, 
and aloes, oiled skins, both calf and sheep, and some worsted ribbing 
of several sizes. This is the third letter I have written to you from 
here. Commend me to all our friends. My love and blessing to 

Jour brother and sisters, vour sister Winthrop and cousin Matt 
1y love and service to Mr. Gurdon and his wife. Salutations 1o 
Mr. Jacy, Mr. Chamber, and the rest of the good ministers, Mr. Nott 
and Mr. Brand. I laid out £15 to Mr. Goffe for a cow for his son. 
Commend me to all my good neighbours, Mr. Jarrold, William Pond, 
and the rest Those who were to have cows delivered here, and 
failed, must have their money again, my cousin [blank] of Battlesden, 
£20. I can think of no other, but Mrs. Sands, £15. Commend me 
to her ; and if you see them at Graces, remember me to them. The 
Lord bless you. Farewell. 

Your loving father, _ 

JO. WINTHROP. 

September 9, I6da 



A 49, 

Mj Bweet Wife, 

The blessing of the Almighty be upon thee and thine forever. 

There is a ship arrived at Plimouth, some thirty miles from us, 

which came from London the lOtb of August, and was twelve weeks 
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at sea in such temp^ts as she spent all her roasts ; jet» of sixtj pas- 
sengers, she lost but one. All the rest (throu^ the Lord'^ great 
mercj) are safe and in health. Edj of BoxtcM, who .came in her, 
told me, a fortnight since, that he had many letters in the ship for 
me ; bat I hear not yet of thero, which makes me now (having oppor- 
tunitj to send to Piimonth^ to write these few lines to thee, lest the 
ship should be gone before 1 hare received mj letters, and can return 
answer to them. Thou shalt understand by this, how it is with us 
since I wrote last, (for this [is] the third or fourth letter I have writ- 
ten to thee since I came hither,) that thou mayest see the goodness of 
the Lord towards me, that, when so many have died, and many yet lan- 
guish, myself and my children are yet living and in health. Yet I have 

lost twelve of my family, viz. Waters and his wife, and two of 
§^ his children, Mr.Gager and his man Smith of Buxall and his wife 
g and two children, the wife of Taylor of Haverill and their child : 
2 my son H. makes the twdve. And, besides many other of less 
P note, as Jeff Rucgle of Sudbury, and divers others of that town, 
• (about twenty,) the Lord hath stripped us of some principal per- 
g sons, Mr. Johnson and his lady, Mr. Rossiter, Mrs. Phillips and 
D* others unknown to thee. We conceive, that this disease ^w 
p- from ill diet at sea, and proved infectious. I write not this to 
I' discourage thee, but to warn thee and others to provide well for 
I 6ie sea, and, by (rod's help, the passage will be safe and easy, 

how long soever. Be careful (I entreat thee) to observe the direct 
tions in my former letters; and r trust that that God, who hath so 
graciously preserved and blessed us hitherto, will bring us to see the 
faces of each other with abundance of joy. My dear wife, we are 
here in a paradise. Though we have not beef and mutton, &c. yet 
(God be praised) we want them not ; our Indian com answers for 
all. Yet here is fowl and fish in great plenty. I will here break 
off, because I hope to receive letters from thee soon, and to have 
opportunity of writing more largely. I will say nothing of my love 
to thee, and of my longing desires towards thee. Thou knowest my 
heart. Neither can I mention salutations to my good friends, other 
than in general. In my next, I hope to supply all. Now the Lord, 
our good God, be with thee and all my children and company with 
thee. Grace and peace be with you all. So I kiss my sweet wife 
and all my dear children, and blessyou in the Lord. Farewell. 

Thy fisiithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

Boston, in Mattaohusets,) 
J^ovember 29, 1630. ) 

Thou must excuse my not writing to my son John and other of my 
fnends at this time ; for I defer it till 1 receive my letters. 

To Maro. Wivtrrop, the eUer, > 
•i Ofo/on, i*4. S 
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A 50. 

Mj dear Wife, 

I HAVE small heme, that this should come to thj hands, in re- 
gkrd of the long stay of the ship here, so as thou ma^^est be well on- 
ward of thj way hither before these can come to England. Therefore 
I write little to thyself and mj son, and those whom I expect to see 
here shortly, if it shall so please the Lord. Ami blessed be his holy 
and glorious name, that he hath so far magnified his mercy towards 
us, that, when so many have been laid in their graves since we parted* 
yet he hath pleased to preserve us unto this hope of a joyful meeting, 
that we may see the facen of each other again^ the faces of our chit 
dren and sweet babes. Tliese thin8;s 1 durst scarce think of hereto- 
fore ; but now 1 embrace them ofl, and delight my heart in them, 
because I trust, that the Lord, our God, who hath kept me and so 
many of my company in health and safety anionic so many dead 
corpses, through the heat of the summer and the rold of winter, and 
hatn also preserved thee in the peril of childbirth, and upheld thy 
heart in the midst of so many discouragements, with the life of all 
thy company, will, of his own goodness and free mercy, preserve us 
and ours still, that we shall meet in joy and peace, which I daily 
»ray for, and shall expect in the Lord's food time; who still continue 
lis favour and blessing upon thee and our sweet babes and all thy 
company. For our little daughter, do as thou thinkest best. The 
Lord direct thee in it. If thou bringest her, she will be more trouble 
to thee in the ship than all the rest. I know my sister will be tender 
of her, till I may send for her. Bring Amy aod Ann Gostlin with 
thee, if thou canst. If they come not, they will much wron^ them- 
selves. They need fear no want here, if they will be guided by 
God's word ; otherwise they can look to prosper nowhere. I praise 
God, I want nothing but thee and the rest of my family. Commend 
mj love and blessing to them all, and to all my neighbours and 
ihends; but I have desired my brother Gostlin to perform that 
Remember to brin^ juice of lemons to sea with thee, for thee and thy 
company' to eat witn your meat as sauce. But of these things, mj 
0on hath direction. So again I kiss thee, my sweet Wife, and com- 
mend thee and all oars to the Lord* and rest 

Thine, 
March 0B, l6dL JO. WINTHROP. 



A 51. 
Mj good don, 

Th« Messing of the Almighty be vpon thy sonl and life 
forever. 

Among many the sweet mercies of my God towards me in this 
strange land, where we have met many trouUes and adversities, fliis 
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is ntt the letgt, and that which affords miidi comfort to my heart, 
that he hath given me a loving and dutiful son. God alUutiicient 
reward thee abundantly for all thy care and pains in my affairs, and 
for all that love and duty thou hast showed to thy good mother. I 
doubt not but thou shalt find it in outward blessings, for thou art un- 
der the promise of having thy days prolonged ; but I desire es- 
pecially tnou mayest find it in the manifestation of the good will of 
the Lord towards tkee, and in those spiritual blessings, which may 
fiitten thv soul. 

This skip staying so long here, I am almost out of hope, that my 
letters should come to thy hands ; for, though I think very long till I 
see you all here, yet 1 would rather you stayed, though it were two 
or three months, to come with Mr. Peirce, partly because of his skill 
and care of his passengers, and partly that we might be the better 
provided of housing, &c. to entertain you. For we are much strait- 
ened yet that way, and we have had divers houses burnt, and now, 
within these two days, Mr. 8harpe and Mr. ColDurne, both of our 
town, had their houses burnt to the ground, and much goods li>8t. 
Thus it pleaseth the Lord still to humble us. 1 doubt not but he 
will do us the more good at the last 

I have written to your uncle D. concerning all our business, fearing 
you should be come away. 1 have sent the assignment sealed. I 
left all my bonds and writings in my cupboard at Groton, or else at 
London. 

Bring no provision with you, but meal, and peas, and some oat- 
meal, and sugar, fruit, figs, and pep|>er, and good store of saltpetre, 
mod conserve of red roses, ana mithridate, good store of pitch, 
mnd ordinaiT suet or tailow. Bring none but wine vinegar, and 
Dot much of that, and be sure that the cask be good ; store of oiled 
calves^kins of the largest; and the strongest welt leather shoes and 
stockings for children ; and hats of all sizes. If you could bring two 
or three hundred sheep-skins and lamt>-skins, with the wool on, dved 
red, it would be a good commodity here ; and the coarsest wooflen 
cloth, (so it be not flocks,) and of sad colours, and some red ; millstones, 
some two foot and some three foot over, \iith bracings ready cast, 
and rings, and miil^Nlls ; store of shoemakers' thread and hobnails ; 
chalk and chalk-line ; and a pair or two, or more, of large, steel 
compasses ; store of coarse linen ; some birdlime. 

When vou have cleared all things in England, if vou have any 
money left, you may bring some with yon, ^not above £100,) and the 
rest leave with your uncle U. or dispose of it as your own occasions 
WMj require. Anywise, Matt must have £400, and there will be 
much due to your sister Winthrop, which were best to be left in 
England. But you must advise with your uncle 0. about these 
thinj^ ; for 1 am so full of business here, as 1 cant think of mine own 
affairs as I should. You must also consider what you would have 
for yourself, and how you would employ it. 

i never had letter yet from your brother F. If he intends to 
come hither, it were ^ood he sold his land, and paid his sister hei; 
£100, which he promised when I put over his land to him. Yon 
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shall need bring no more eows, for I have enoo^ Tlie good Lord 
bless jwx, and bring jou and all mj cocnpanj bither in Mfetj. So 
I rest 

Tour loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
Massaorusetts, March £8» 16S1. 

I hope the Lord hath provided « good husband for your sister 
IVinthrop. Mr. Coddingtou is well affected to her. If he proceed^ 
I wish jou to further it ; for he is a godly man, and of good estate* 

To my very loving 5oa, Mr. Jour Wiitthrop, \ 

at Londoru, d*d. f 

If be be come away, mj brother Downing may £ 

open this letter. ) 



A 5% 

Mj dear Son, 

Blessed be our good God, who hath not failed us, but hath 
eiven us cause of most unspeakable joy, for the good news, which we 
have heard out of New Eneland. Mr Wilson had been with me be- 
fore thy letters came to my nands, but brought me no letter. He speaks 
very well of things there, so as my heart and thoughts are there alrea- 
dy. I want but means to carry my body after them. I am novr fully 
persuaded, that it is the place wherein Gad veill have us to settle 
m ; and I beseech him to fit us for it, that we may be instruments 
of his glory there. This news came very seasonable to me, being 
possessed with much grief for thee, hesring how things went concern- 
ing thy wife's jointure. But now I have cast off that, and hope God 
will turn all to the best. If thou canst but send me over vi^ien Mr. 
Wilson goeth back, I shall be very, very glad of his compan v. if thy 
manifold employments will not suffer thee to go with me, I shall tie 
very sorry for it ; for I would be glad to carry all my company with 
nc. But I will not say any more of this till I hear from thee, how 
things may be done. I pray consider of it, and give me the beat 
counsel you can. Mr. Wilson is now in London, and promised me 
to come and see you. He cannot yet persuade his wife to «)» for 
all he hath taken this pains to come and fetch her. I marvel what 
mettle she is made of.^ Sure she will yield at last, or else we shall 
want him exceedingly in New England. I desire to hear what news 



1 I believe she could not be indaced to come till her husband had made a 
lecond vojage to England, and, on his third coming, in November, 1635, the 
probably attended him. Her admission to Boston church is of ^ March, 
1635—6. 
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mj brother Downing hath ; for my husband writ but little to mei 
thinking we had been on our voyage. And thus, with my love to thv- 
self, my daughter, and all the rest of my good friends, I desire toe 
Lord to bless and keep you, and rest 

Your loving mother, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 

I received the things you sent down by the carrier this week, 
and thank mv daughter for my band. I like it well. I must, of 
necessity, make me a gown to wear every day, and would have one 
boaeht me of some good strong black stuff, and Mr. Smith to make 
it of the civilest now in use. If my sister Downing would please to 
give him some directions about it, he would make it the better. 

[May or Jane, 1631.] 



A 53. 

My worthy and beloved Brother, 

I AM told by m^ mother, — and she showed roe a letter, which 
you have very kindly written to my father, — ^that you will repay certain 
money, that was taken up in London, by reason of my troubles occa^ 
sioned by God's providence in that my so much desired match with 

four dearest brother, which the Lord otherwise ordered, and brought 
is estate into your hands. The Lord prosper it unto you and 
yours. 1 shall truly pray for you, and desire your prayers may be 
before the Lord for me, wiio am left to pass through the miseries of a 
troublesome pilgrimage. I thank you for the continuance of your 
love. My father and mother are very kind unto me, and will not be 
wanting, I know, in their love. But, though the Lord should ereatly 
increase your estate by the loss of my dearest friend, and the lessen- 
ing of my poor portion, and laying other hindrances upon roe, yet 
shall 1 never think roy love ill settled upon one, that loved roe so 
deariy, though he could leave me nothing but his prayers for roe and 
the interest 1 have in your love, whose kindness is so clearly roani- 
fested, like the kindness of Ruth, to the living and to the dead. The 
£30 you writ of was taken up of my uncle Talley ; besides which, 
the £10 my father's roan brought with him, and the £5 of Mr. 
Brinscely, and £8 from roy uncle Downing, goeth out of that suro of 
£50 in his hands, which my Either Paynter was willing mother should 
add to roy portion, which was but £^0 before, for your brother. 
And now that is all spent, excepting very little. But in all this I do 
submit royself patiently to the will of Uod, and take it as the least 
part of that great affliction. I do not mention any of this to press 
you, good brother; neither are you bound, but as the consideration 
of God's dealing, both with you and your brother and me, shall move 
you. Your proroisea were your kindness. I could not deserve 
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tfiem, forlorn and desolate as I wa«. Yet they were comfortaWe in 
that case, and I still thank jou, and pray the Lord to reward yen. 

The mare I confess 1 should desire to get down, if it might stand 
with your good liking. I hope to ride to 8atton upon her shortly. 
Mr. Brinscely knows how to send her down by the earner. 1 am 
ashamed to put all these things in a letter, which your well known love 
and ready Kindness would prevent me in, if i could but see yoa, 
nay, hath prevented. My father and mother desire to see you all, if 
It be possible, though they have little hope, by reason of my father'i 
employments. Pray remember my unfeigned love to my sister your 
wife, and my sister' Elizabeth AVinthrop. Pray certify her^ that I 
received her lorinff letter, and excuse me to her, that I nave not now 
written to her. I should be very thankful, if you would be pleased 
to let me hear from you, the messenger of your welfare being always 
welcome, and much rejoicins the heart or me* 

Your evei^loving sister, 

URSULA SHERMAN. 

My mother remembereth her love to yourself and your wife, and 
thanKs you both for your kind tokens you sent her by me. 8he de- 
sires to be excused for not writing you at this time. 



From ExBTER, Jane 18, 1631. 

id very lotfing Broth 
€U Chroton in Suffolk^ d*d. 



To my worthy and vtry loving Brother^ Mr. Joav Wiittrrop, > 



:S'yo'f^ 



. ^ [Does this letter come from a maiden betrothed to Forth ? I know DothiDfi^ of ( 

ri*\ hiniy but that he was left in England, when his father came over ; and bis first 

^' '"^ letter to John in England leaver it to his sister Pahiter^s dispoaing, whether 

Forth should come or not. Another, of March, 1631, mentions him. F. waa 
old enough then to be married, and, I imagine, died that spring of I63K 
Henrj Painter, of Exeter, was one of the celebrated Assemblj of Dirines at 
Westminster, and my conjecture is, that he married the mother of the above- 
mentioned ladj. There would, therefore, have been a double connection 
between Oov. Winthrop and Painter, by the marriage of the goremour^t 
eldest son, John, with Eliiabeth, daughter of Painter, and bj the marriage of 
his third son, Forth, with Ursula Sherman, daughter of Painter^s wife. 3 



A 54. 
Mj dear Son, 

I HOPE the Lord hath carried you safe to England, with our 
inost dear Mr. ^Warner, and the rest of our good brethren and friends. 
There is nothing befallen since your departure, but Mr. Peirce cane 
from Naraganset, three days after, with five hundred bushels of 
corn only. At the court it was inforqied, that some of Salem had 

1 Undoobtedlj Wilson is meant. 
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taken out a piece of the cross in their ensign ; whereupon we sent 
forth an attacnment to bring in the parties at the next court, where 
thej are like to be punish^ for their indiscreet zeal, for the people 
are generally offended with it Mrs. ^W. was at first very much 
affected with her husband'd departure, but she is now well pacified. 
I intend to send this letter by Gapt Underbill, who hath leave to go 
see his friends in Holland. If he come to jou, he can inform you of 
all things here. As I was writing; this, Richard came in and told me, 
the dogs had killed an old wolf this momine in our neck. She made 
more resistance fhan both the former. I have many things to write 
to you about, for such necessaries as are to be providea and sent 
over ; but this occasion is sudden, and I can't think of them, but shall 
write more lamly by Mr. P. if the Lord will. Yourself know what 
will be needful, and therefore may consider accordingly. Remember 
copperas, white and green, and two or three pounds of Paracelsus's 
plaister, and some East Indian bezoar, store or sail cloth, nails, cord- 
age, pitch, tallow and wick, steel spades and shovels, two hand saws 
and small axes, the best of all, whatever they cost. Commend us to 
all our good friends where you be come, Mr. W. and the rest, your 
uncles, aunts, &c. Advise Mr. W. to keep close by all means, and 
make haste back. The good Lord bless and prosper you, that we 
nay see your face with joy. Your mother, &c. salute and bless 
you. Farewell. 

M)vember 6, 1654. 

To my loving Son^ Mr. Johv WiirTHaop, d*d^ 
at Mr. Downing his Chamber ^ in the Inner 
Temple Lane^ London. 



A 55. 

My good Sod, 

The Lord bless thee ever. 

I wrote to you by Gapt Underbill, who^ went hence in Mr. fiabb^s 
ship ; since which time here arrived a ship from Barnstable of two 
hundred tons, Mr. Packers master. She brought about twenty pas- 
sengers and forty cattle. She lost but two, and yet was seventeen 
weeks outward bound, whereof five in Ireland. She now returns 
empty with Mr. Peirce, by whom I send these. 

All thin£s continue as when you left us; only Mrs.'Warham is 
dead, and Mr. Hooker's young son, (who died of the small pox, which 
are very rife at Newton,) and two men of ottr town, Willys and 
Ooretye; and two lads were cast away in a great tempest at 
N. E. on Friday, November 21, in the night» between Noddle'd Island 
and Boston, in a small boat, which they had overladen with wood. 
Myself and divers others were in the same tempest, not without 

1 Perhaps this means Wilson^s wife ; but see note on p. 382. 
49 VOL. I. 
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•ene pecil, but ttie Lord preaetred w. Mr. SwrilHi boat wm tiMQ 
lA the cove at ^ bead ot Cape Anii« and broken to pieces* bat Ifae 
' men and goods saved. The pestilent fever hatfa^taLen awaj some at 
Plimoiith ; amon^ others, Mr. Prenoe the govemoor his wtfe^ and 
Mr. Allerton^ wife. 

We met the last wed^, to consider abovt thelrasiness of the ena^ 
at Salem, and have written a letter to my brother Downii^ wherein, 
vader onr hands, we signify our dislike of the action, and ov par- 
jHMe to punish the oflfenders.^ 

I wrote to joa in m j former letter about divers thiitt|8, idiich we 
should hare need of, which I will here insert also, with addiisoQ •f 
seme others. 

The Pekods sent two embassies to us. The first time, flMf 
went away without answer. The next time, we agreed a peace mm 
them, (for fiiendlj oommerce only,) which was that they desired, 
^ving now war mih the Dutdi and Narigansetts, upon these 
terms, vis. that they should deliver us those men, who killed Capt 
Stone, tec. and surrender up to us their right in Conecticott, 
which they willingl? agreed unto, and offered us a great present of 
wampompeag, and beavers, and otter, with this expression, that we 
might, with part thereof, procure their peace with the Narigansetts, 
(themselves standing npon terms of honour, not to offer any thing of 
themselves.^ 

Winter bath begun early with us. The bay hath been frozen all 
over, but is now open a^n ; and we had a snew last week of much 
depth in many places. It came with so violent a storro^as it put by 
our lecture for that day. I wish that, in your return, you would 
observe the winds and weather, every day, that we may see how it 
agrees with our parts. 

Mr. Ward continues at your house this winter, and Mr. Clerk 
(to give him content) in his own. Mr. CI. finds much fault with 
your servants^ John and Sarah, and tells me they will not earn their 
oread, and that Ned is worth them all. 

Spades and shovels. 

Felling axes, and other snmU axes. 

Nails of 6, 10 and 20. 

Piercer bitts. 

Sithes for grass, and two brush sithes. 

Copperas, white and green. 

Emplastrum Paracelsi, two or three lb. 

Emfdastrum de mim. 

Trading doth, good store, if mmiey may be had. 

Brown thread* and hair buttons, and a hogshead of twine for her- 
rinjr nets. 

Shoes, two sealed, strqag, and the best Irish stockings and wadi 
leather stockings. 

1 Six lme§ are Imm perfectly eiaied, poMibly at the time ^ wfitiBif, 
but it ipay be since* 
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Strong cloth suits^ QDlinen and linen suits of canvas. 

Suet, tallow, and wick« 

A carpenter, and a husbandman, and a rope-maker, and a cooper. 
. Some muskets. 

Store of brimstone. 

A brake for hemp. 

Brin^ the more of all necessaries, because this is the last we shall 
have without custom. 

^ If my brotlier Tindale would let you have £100, you may give 
him assurance of so much in cattle here, to be presently set out for 
my wife and her children, with the increase, or tor £200, if he will. 

Commend us to all our good friends, your aunt Downing and uncle 
G. and aunts^ tiiose at Maplested, Graces, Assington, Groton, 
Charter-House, Sir Richard S» and his son, and all the rest, as you 
have occasion, Mr. Kirby, &c. and Mr. Howes; and make haste 
back. And if there be any matter of importance, write bv the first 
fishing ships. Direct your letters to Capt Wisgin, or Mr. Hilton. 
Your mother and the rest are in health, (I praise God.) We all salute 
you. The good Lord direct^ keep and bless you. Farewell, my 
good son. 

December 12, 1634. 

To my dear Son^ Mr. JoHir Whtthaop, at the Houte^ 
of Mr, Dovming^ in Lincoln?* Fiekhj neat ihe^ 
Chlden Lion Tavern^ London^ d?d. ) 



A 56. 
Son, 

I WENT to Ten Hills this momii^ with your moAer and 
vour wife, to have seen goodman Bushnell; but the Lord had taken 
him away half an hour before we came there. So I made haste down 
to send you notice of it ; but the ship was under sail befbre I came, 
which gives me no time to write further to you, for I must send the 
boat presently after her. You shall receive of Mr. Hodses the key 
of one of his chests, where the seeds are ; the key of the other can't be 
found ; so you must break it open. There is in one of them a rundlet 
of /loney, which she desires may be sent to her against she lie down. 
She desires you to take an inventory of all he hath there. We are 
all in health, I praise God for it. Your two men you left sick, your 
wife and mother, and all of us, salute you and your eood company^ 
The Lord bless and prosper you. Farewell, my good son. 



This 28 of the 1 fHa. I6a6. 

veryUmnf^ Son^ Mr. V 
Oovtmour of Conectieoii^ d. 



To my very loving 5on^ Mr. Wivmop, Jim. > 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



388 APPENDIX. 

A 57. 

Son, 

Blessed be the Lord, who hath preserved and prospered jou 
hitherto. 

I received your letters by the Blessing^ which arrived here the 14 
ci this present, and is to return to jou with Mr. Pincheon's goods, so 
soon as she can be laden. Bj her I shall ^God willing) write to joa 
of other thin^, which I may now omit. Your wife ana all oar fami- 
ly (I praise God] are in health. I think jou will have no letter from 
Ker till the Blessing come. It hath been earnestly pressed to have 
her go to Virginia for Mr. Maverick and his com; but I have no 
heart to it at this season, being so perilous both to the vessel, (for 
worms,) and especially the persons. I will never have any that be- 
long to me come there, if I can avoid it ; but Mr. Mayhew hath tnken ' 
order the Rebecca shall go, if she can be met with. 

The Lord, in much mercy, sent us a ship the 12 of this present 
with provisions ; but she had put in at Pascataqua, and sold much 
there ; for she brought only thir^-nine hogsheads of meal, twenty- 
five of peas, eight of oatmeal, &rty of malt, and some beef, and 
prunes and a^uavitse, eighteen thousand of fnnknown.] My brother 
Peter bought it all, and divided it among all the 

[Here about sixteen linei are gone, the paper being torn.] 

Queen of Bohemia her eldest son is in England, and no speech of 
any stop of shipping hither, nor of the general governour, more than 
divers years before. This ship came in eight weeks from Dartmouth, 
and saith, diere had not been an easterly wind in England fourteen 
weeks before. 

For home news — ^the general court hath ordained a standing 
council for life, and quarterly courts to be kept at Ipswich, Salem, 
Newtown and Boston ; and four courts in the year at Boston, for 
greater causes, and for appeals. Mr. Allerton is returned, but had 
a very i)l voyage. His nark lay ten days upon the rock, and beat out 
all her i^eisl ; and so, the second time, Mr. Mayhew and he could get 
but little provisions, and at extreme rates, but six hogsheads of bread, 
and few peas. I can get but one barrel of peas of Mr. Allerton, 
which I will sepd vou. Some pork they brought, but so lean as I 
have not seen the like salted. The Indians killed up all their swine, 
80 as Capt. Lovell had none; but you shall have beef instead of it 
1 have sent to Ipswich for your cattle and your servant ; for it will 
be great loss to l^eep them there. I will take the others from Mr. 
Maynew 30 soon as gr93S is up. 

[The «ame de^iencjr as aboire mentioned.] 

I sent you two letters lately, one by Mr. Hodges, and the other by 
Mr. Oldham, wherein I certified you of the deaSi of goodman Bust- 
nell, one whom you will miss above all the rest I had him down to 
Boston, to do him what honour I could at his burial. Your carpenter 
and the other fellow ^who, I think, truly fears God) are recovering, 
ADd^ 1 hope^ sh^l be able to come to you in the Blessing. I pray send 
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fne gome saltpetre ; for I sojppose it was a means, tfaroagh QwiH 
tilessing, to save one of their lives, being far spent in a fever. 

I purpose to send jou some milch goats and swine. The prunes 
I tuppose JOU may sell such of them as jou cant spend. The butt 
cost £10, and should weigh near one thousand pounds. The 
aquavitse was put aboard bj my brother Peter's order, without my 
-appointment It cost £22. What you will not spend of it, jou 
may sell to the Dutch for profit enouffh. 

I sent JOU two letters bj Mr. Tillj. [A line and a half erased.]) 
Your brother Stephen was desirous to come to jou. If jou have anj 
emplojment for him, jou maj keep him ; otherwise jou maj return 
him back. 

This ship is bound for the Isle of Sable. If you will send the 
Blessing with her, she maj be here time enough a month hence. 
But two things I fear : first, that here will be no men nor provisions 
to .set her forSi witii : the second, that both of them will not be dF 
sufficient strength azainst the French ; for this ship hath not above 
fourteen men. Neither would I send anj of ours without taking 
leave of the French. 

I think the bark goeth away in the morning. Therefore I here end, 
with salutations to all our fnends with jou, Mr. Gardiner and his 
wife, &c. Your mother saluteth jou ; your wife writes. The Lord 
in mercy preserve, guide, prosper and bless jou in all jour wajs. 
Farewell, mj good son. 

Mr. Hooker and his companj intend to set forth three weeks 
hence. 

This 26 of the 2 mo. 1636. 

This night we hear of a ship arrived at Pemaquid, and of tw^tj- 
four ships upon the seas, bound hither. 

To my very lovingSanj Mr. Wintrrof, Jon. Oovemour > 
of the new IPlaniation upon Connecticut^ d*d, > 



A 58. 

QusmBTiouT, May 16, 1636. 

Ssty 

John Wood being returned without anj com, I shall now 
desire, that I ma^ be supplied, bj the first shipping that arrive with 
anj store of provisions, with ten or twelve hogsneids of meal, five or 
six hogsheads of peas, two or three barrels of oatmeal, two honheads 
of beef; for, if we should want, I see no means to be supfdied here ; 
and a little want may overthrow all our design. 

I send home the Bachelor, and desire jour help for her disposing. 
I mast, of necessity, have her return here, for I maj shortlj have 
much use of her; Dut I desire thej maj go for shares, and victnal 
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tteiii0eliret» whick Jdui Wood and Ut coBpaay are ^willing (o da I 
cannot find» that the miacarriiura of hia TOjace waa throoffh his de- 
fiuilt. but contrary winda. Tnerefore I am deainNia he £ould and 
that company fto atill in her, ao they will go for ahares, and Tictnal 
themaeivea. The Bleeaing I would sell, if any will buy her at £160^ 
or £150— she coat £145, besides some new sail and riggiog, and 
a new cable, abore £20 — ^the cable is special good; except you 
ahould foresee any occasion, that ahe should rather be kept still ; or 
if there be employment to Sable for her. But, if she continues still 
to go upon any design, I desire she should go likewise for her 
share, the men to find theoraeWes ; otherwise I would have her 
laid up at Boston till further occasion* The men I desire should be 
diachaiged, aa aoon as erer they come ashore* and their wi^es paid 
them* I thank you for the brcM you sent You write of eight 
hundred, but there is not above three hundred and an half, at most; 
delivered, besides one hundred they keep still aboard. The reet I 
cannot learn what become of it, but that it hath been waatefuQy 
spent. They had, besides, half an hogshead of bread of tiiw own, 
which was likewise spent, and they were but two [torn,] eleven per- 
sons, they say, moat of that time, |^much torn ;] for they pillaged her 
the time they had her to Salem pitifully, that we hath neither blocka 
•or braces, nor runninu^ ropes, which the bolt Will saith, tiiat Mr« 
Holgrave cut them o£ He aaw him« Therefore I have H^E*eed 
with John Wood, Frederick and George, to take her to tbirda. 
Thus, with my duty remembered, I rest 

Your obedient son, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 



A 59* 

Sod, 

Mr. Hooker went hence upon Tuesday the last of May, by 
whom I wrote to you, and sent all your letters, with one from Eng- 
land, and all such news as came to hand; and with that company, 
viz. by Tho. Bull and a man of mine own, I sent six cows, four steers 
and a bull. I left it to James and Thomas Skidmore to send such as 
might be fittest both for travel and for your use. I now send this by 
the Rebecca, in which vou shall find such provisions as are here ex- 
pressed on the other side. Mr. Fenwick ot Oray'd Inn (one of those 
who emfdoy you) hath written to you by Mr. Hooker, and intends, 
about a month hence, with my brotlier r. tobe with you. The ftti^ 
tiemen aeem to be discouraged in the deaign here ; but you wM, 
know more when ther come to you. 

I received a very wring letter firam my Lord S. wherein he ex- 
presseth a great deal of srosfiiction in your proceedings ; but saith 
withal, that Ihoae up the river have carved laively m themselves, 
wUch, he tkinka, they will after repent^ when mey see what helps 
Ihwy have deprived tiiennelvea of. The ship, which went to Ireland for 
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sheep^ lost all her sheep^ beins fiye hnndred, and so bare up when she 
was near this coast Gapt Mason is dead ; and thereupon all their 
designs acainst as are (through God'd great mercj) fallen asleep. 
But, of aU these thinss, yon shall hear more fully when mj other 
letters come to jou. Here are come for jou, from my sbter Downing, 
divers chests of commodities, and many firkins of butter and suet, 
which I have bestowed till I hear what you will have done with 
them. There is a great glut of all provisions, so as they are not 
like to fall in haste. l^ 

We had nine pieces of ordnance to the Rebecca her side ; but all 
the means could be used could not get one into her. Sir Thith. 
Boynton hath sent more cattle, and two servants. I intend to send 
kb servants to Ipswich to provide for them against winter; for here 
is not hay to be had. His letters to you come bj Mr. Hooker. Sir 
A. Hazleriff hath refused my brother P. his bills, which is great 
damage both to him and Mr. Endecott. 

1 pray deliver this letter enclosed to John Friend, and if he pay 
you the money, deliver him his bill, (which is here also enclosed ;) if 
not, I pray return it to me asain. 

Here was an anvil, with a oeak horn at the end of it, which I think 
was carried to Con. If it be, I pray send it back, for it is challen^;ed. 

I paid Mr. Garsford of Salem £5 for a buff coat for Mr. Gardiner, 
whicn you must remember to put upon his account Your wampom- 
peak 1 put off for £30, to be paia in England for the provisions I 
send you. 

Soiling and his wife will come to you by the next, if he hear not 
to the contrary. I know not what to wnte more on the sudden. I 
think your wife writes, but she is now at the Garden with my cousin 
Mary. The Lord bless and prosper you. Your mother salutes you. 
Farewell. 

Provistoits $ent in the Bebecea. 

A hosshead of oatmeaL 

Two hoffsheads of meal £8.02 

Five cades of peas 10.08 

Seven barrels €i beef.. 14.14 

A hc^head of pork, which my brother P. puts in „ 14J07J 

A frail of fifi;s, wnich I send to yourself, (in the barrel of raisins.) 
^Two kilderkins of butter, put in bv Mr. Peirce for Seijeant Willea. 
A barrel of raisins of the sun, (the figs are in the end that liath 

your mark in black leadO 9bomt two cwt. at 45s. the cwt which is 

about four pounds and a half. 
Four barrels of meal. 
A rundlet of sack, of [blank] gallons. 
Biscuit in two great bi^ at SOs. the cwt. 

1 I have paid for them JS7.4.4, which he ii to pay you. 

3%is 10 of the 4 mo. 1636. 

To my very Uving Son^ Mr. Johw Wurrm&op, Oovemour •/) 
ih$ Plantaiion tipon the mauih of the ConecHcott^ d*d, > 
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A 60. 

Son, 

I WROTE to you bj Mr. Hooker, and not joq» withar, the 
letters out of Englamd, and six cows, four steers, and one bull, f 
wrote since by Mr. Hodges in the Rebecca, and sent many provisions*, 
as by my letter did appear ; since which time the Wren came in,<and 
one brought me your letter, but being very busy with divers friends^ 
I desired him to come to me a^in at dinner ; but I never heard of 
him since, nor of any other of that vessel, so as I know not what 
they intend to do with the clay you sent The potter saithr that you 
sent formerly is very good* I shall take order with him about your 
store, Ike 1 have spoke with Mr. Wilson and Mr. Coddington for 
money, but can eet none. I will send you what I have or can bor^ 
row by John Gallop, (£10,) and some wether goats. The Bachelor 
is to come to you next week with Mr. Peirce's goods, and the lighter, 
with some ordnance [in] Mr. Peirce his pinnace. Mr. Fen wick, my 
brother Peter, &c. set forth on horseback on the 27 of tiiis monthr 
and will expect your shallop at the upper towns to carry them down 
the river, and so will go in Mr. reirce's pinnace to Long Island, 
Hudson's River, &c. I would have sent you some ship beer, but Mr. 
Fleming hath provided a butt brought in John Gallop. Goodwife B. 
is delivered ot a daughter, and abroad again in a week. Your wife 
grows big, but as lively as any woman in the house, God be praised. 

I do not send you George, blecause tiiey are speaking of piittins oflT 
servants, &c I suppose, when they come to you, they will consider 
of the widow Bushnell and of the other widows at Ten Hills, widow 
Briskowe, who hath been sick ever since you went abroad, and is a 
great burden to us. 

We hear that Scilla Nova is at the West Indies ; but we hear 
nothing of the Pied Cow. 

I most end, with remembrance of mine own and your mother^ 
love and blessing to you and to Stephen. Farewell, my good son. 

23 of the 4th mo. 1636. 

I send you two small soear loaves by J. Gallop. 

Mr. W.'s debt is £310. f showed him his bill, with all the several 
sums, and of whom he received them. I have laid out, since yoa 
went, in provisions, &c and for seamen's wages, near £200. 

John Gallop hath a pair of stockings for Stephen, and shoes and 
stockings for Hen. Smith. ' 

Seneant Willes's two kilderkins of B. cost 7.4.4, at 7d. the 
pound. If you have more peas and beef than you need, yon may 
send back some. 

If you write into England, send your letters by the first retnm, and 
I shall convey them. 

1 have taken order with Mr. Coggeshall for Mr. Oldham, &c. 



To my very Unmg Son^ Mr. Wihth&op, Oovernour > 
of the new PlantcUion %^on CormecHcut^ d^d, y 
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A 61. 
Dear in my tboaghts, 

I BLU8tt to think h^w much I have neglected the opportunity 
of iiresenting mj love to you. Sad thoughts possess mj spirits, and 
I cannot repulse them ; which makes me unnt for anj thing, won- 
dering what the Lord means bv all these troubles amons «s. Sure 
I am, that all shall work to the best to them that love Go3, or rather 
are loved of him. 1 know he will bring light out of obscurity, and 
make his righteousness shine forth as clear as the noon daj. Yet 
I find in myself an adverse spirit, and a trembling heart, not so 
willing to suDmit to the will of God as I desire. There is a time to 
plant, and a time to pull up that which is planted, which I could de- 
sire might not be yet But the Lord knoweth what is best, and his 
vrill be done* But I will write no more. Hoping to see thee to- 
morrow, my best affections bein^ commended to yourself, the rest of 
our friends at Newton, I commit thee to God. 
Your loving wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 
Sad Boston, 16S7. 

[Probably May, or other seesioD of the general cotirt, or at the synod.] 

To her honoured Htuhand^ > 
these be deiivered, y 



A 62. 
My good Sod, 

I RECEivoD your letter, and do heartily rejoice and bless the 
Lord for his merciful providence towards «s all, in deUvering yoor 
wife from so great a danger. The Lord make ns truly thankfuL 
And I hope it will teach my daughter and other women to take heed 
of putting pins in the mouth, which was never seasonable to be fed 
witn such morsels. I can write jmi no news, only we had letters 
from Conectacott, where they were shut op with saow above a month 
since, and we at Boston were almost ready to break up for want of 
wood, but that it pleased the Lord to open the bay, (wfakk was so 
frozen as men went over it in all plac^^ and mit^te the ri^ur of 
the season ; blessed be his name. On Frioay was fortnight, a pinnace 
was cast away upon Long Island by Natascott, and Mr. Baobe and 
others, who were in her, came home upon the ice. We have had one 
man frozen to death, and some others nave lost their ftnffers and toes. 
Seven men were earned out to sea in a little, rotten skiff*, and kept 
there twenty-four hours, without food or fire, and at \nsi gat to 
Pullen Point. 

We have appointed the |eneral court the 1^ of the 1 month. We 
shall expect you here before the court of assistants* So, with all 
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hearty salutations from myself and your mother to yourself and wife, 
and little Betty» and all our good hiends with you, I commend you 
to the blessing of the Lord, and rest 

Your loidng &tiier» 

ja w. 

I send you herein the warrant for Ipswich and Newbury. Com- 
mend me 10 your brother and sister Dudley. 

Xlth, StSt, 1637. 

To hU vtry loving Son^ Mr. JoHir WurrHmop, > 
at fynrieh^ i*d, > 



A 63. 

Son, 

I HBOEivED your letter, and do bless the Lord for your re- 
covery and the welfare of your family. You must be very careful of 
taking cold about the loins ; and, when the sround is open, I will 
send ^ott some pepper-wort roots. For the flux, there is no better 
medicine than the cup used two or three times, and, in case of sudden 
torments, a clyster of a auart of water bcnled to a pint, which, with 
the quantity of two or three nutmegs of saltpetre boiled in it, will 
giye present ease. 

For the pills, they are made of grated pepper, made up with tur- 
pentine, very stiff, and some flour witMil ; and four or five taken 
fastins, and Ust two hours after. But, if there be any fever with the 
flux, this must not be used till the fever be removed by the cap. This 
bearer is in great haste, and so am L So, with our blessing to you 
and yours» and salutations to all, &c I rest 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROF. 

This bearer can tell you all the news, which is come from England 
by the fishing ships, &c. 

To my loving Sony Mr. Jour Wivtbrop, at ^ 
Salatem tibi tusque plorimam in Christo Jesii. t 

JOHH WiLSOjr. J 



A 64. 
Mj dear Wife, 

When my brother Stephen went hence, I was not up, nor 
well, so that I could not write to thee. I thank God I am now much 
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better than I was when he left me. Though I mnch desire to enjoy 
thy company, yet I would not have tiiee cross thy intentions, in 
staying tdl that time be past I hoped to fetch thee home myself, 
but am yet prevented. 

I can get no garden enclosed nor digged ; but I hear, that, in new 
mand, it is best to begin when the weeds are sprtmc up ; for then 
Siey wUi be all killed and grow no more that year. Put my brother 
St^en in mind to send me my carbine, as he promised me. So, 
with my best affecti<ms and lore to thee, I commend thee to the 
Lord, and rest 

Thine, in my best affections, 

J. WINTHROP. 

From the Salt House, Monday Morning. 

My duty to my mother ; my love to my brotiiers and all friends ; 
foi^t not My blessing to ^tty and fitz. 

My brother Stephen luith promised to bring thee home, when thou 
<!omest 



To my dear Wtfe^ Mn. Elisasbtk Wivtbrop, 
at JBoiion. 

[Written not probably after the death of hit father, though he ii not men- 
tioned, but not later than 1645, for in that year Stephen went to England, 
whence be came not back, before John went to Pequod. It can haroUjr be 
doubted, that it was written in May, 1638 or 1639, befqte the birth of any 
other children than Betty and Fitz.] 



B. 

The Accompt of John Wintiirof, Esq. late Govemour. 

Whereas, by order of the last general conrt, commissioners were 
appointed, tiz. Roger Ludlow, Esq. the deputy goyemour, and Mr. 
Israel Stonghton, cent to receiye my accompt of such tilings as I 
haye receiyed and disbursed for publics use in the time of my eoyem- 
ment ; in all due obsenrance and submission to the order <h we said 
court, I do make this declaratory accompt ensuing : 

First, I affirm, that I neyer receivea any moneys or other soods 
committed to me in trust for the commonwealth, otherwise than is 
hereafter expressed. 

Item, I acknowledge I have in my custody certain barrels of com- 
mon i>owder, and some match and drumKeads, with some things 
belonging to the ordnance ; which powder, beinc landed at Charles- 
town, and exposed to the injury of me weather, 1 took and bestowed 
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firtt in a tent, which I nade of nine own broadcMliy (being then worth 
eight shillings the jard» but in that service much snoilecl.) After» i 
removed it to my storehouse at Boston, where it stiiu remains, save 
that some of it hath been spent in publick service, and five barreli 
delivered to Dorchester, and four to Roxbory, and three tMrrela I 
sold to some ships that needed them, which i will allow powder or 
money for. The rest I am ready to deliver up to snch as shall be 
appointed to receive them. I received also some OMal and peas, 
from Mr. White of Dorchester in Endand, and from Mr. Roe ef 
London, which was bestowed upon su^ as bad need thereof in the 
several towns ; as also £10 given by Mr. Thomson. I received also 
from Mr. Humfrey, some rugs, frieze suits, shoes and hose, (the cer- 
tain value whereof I must know from himself,) with letters of di- 
rection to make use of the areatest part thereof, as given to help 
bear out my charge for the publick. 1 paid for the freight of these 
Boode, and disposed of the greatest part of them to others; but 
how, I cannot set down. I made use, also, of two pair of carriage 
wheels, which 1 will allow for : 1 had not meddled with them, but 
that they lay useless for want of the carnages, which were left in 
England. For my disbursements, 1 have formerly delivered to the 
now deputy a bill of part of them, amounting to near £300, which I 
disbursed for publick services divers jears since, for which I have 
received in com, at six shillings the bushel, (and which will not 
yield me above four shillings,) about £1B0, or near so much. I 
disbursed also for the transportation of Mr. Phillips his family, which 
was to be borne by the government till he shoiiki be chosen to some 
particular congr^tion. 

Now, for mj otfier charges, by occasion of my place of govemour, 
it is well known 1 have expended much, and somewhat 1 have re- 
ceived towards it, which I should have rested satisfied with, but tiiat, 
bein^ called to accompt, I must mention my disbursements with my 
receipts, and, in both, shall refer myself to the pleasure of the court. 

1 was first chosen to be eovemour without my seeking or expec- 
tation, (there being then aivers other gent, who, for their abilities 
every way, were far more fit) Being chosen, I furnished myself with 
servants and provisions accordingly, in a far greater proportion than 
I would have done, had I come as a private man, or as an assistant 
only, in this office i continued fanr years and near an half, although 
I earnestly desired, at every election, to have been fiieed. In this 
time, I have spent above £500 per annum, of whidi £200 per 
annum would have maintained my fiimily in a private condition. 
6o as I nay truly say, I have spent, b^ occamn of my late oAoe, 
above £l£00. Towards this I hove received, by way of benevolence, 
from some towns, about £50, and, by the last yearns aUowance, 
£ 1 50. and, by some provisions sent by Mr. Humfrey, as is before men- 
tioned, about £50, or, it may be, somewhat more. 

I also disbursed, at our coming away, in Engiand, for powder and 
greait shot, £216, which I did not pnt into my bill of chaises for- 
merly delivered to the now deputy, becanse i did expect to have 
paid myself out of that part of Mr. Johnson's estate, which he gave to 
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Ae pvUtek ; Imt, findiog that it will fiill far short, I must put it to 
thit accompt. 

The last thing, which I oSer to the consideration of the coart, is, 
tliat mj long continuance in the said office hath put me into such a 
way of unaTMdable charee, as will be still as chargeable to me as 
the place of governour will be to some otliers. In all these things, I 
refer myself to the iHsdom and justice of the court, with this protes- 
tation, that it repenteth me not of my cost or labour bestowed in the 
service of this commonwealth ; but do heartily bless the Lord our 
God, that he hath pleased to honour me so far as to call for any 
thing he faatii bestowed upon me for the senrice of his church and 
people here, the prospenty whereof, and his gracious acceptance, 
<hall be an abundant recompense to me. I conclude with this one 
request, (which in justice may not be denied me,) that, as it stands 
«poo record, that, upon the dischai^ of my office, I was called to 
acc«mpt, so this my declaration may t>e recorded also ; lest here- 
ftfter, when I shall be forgotten, some blemish may lie upon my 
posterity, when there shall be nothing to clear it, &c. 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

September ^K 16S4. 

{The fore^ing was copied for me bj direction of Alden Bradford, Esq. 
ilien secretary of the commonwealth. It is extremely interesting to obserre 
the diffi<te«ce of the anthor, and his prudence in guarding fW>m iropnta- 
tioiia, when he thpuld ke forgoiten^ against his posterity* No distinct 
reference can be found, in the text of the History, to the circumstances, by 
which 1 could have been justified in denoting the place of this document in 
the Appendix.] 



a Page 170. 
Dear Friends, 

Whekeas there is a patent granted to certain persons of 

3uality (friends to New England] of the River of Connecticut, with 
le places aidjoining, together with liberties and prerogatives as in 
such cases are usual, so that, by virtue thereof, they conceive they 
have full power, right and authority to govern and dispose of all per- 
sons and affairs that shall fall within the circuit and limits of the said 
grant ; it is therefore conceived requisite, by the agents of the said 
« patentees now present in New England, to lay forth the claims and 
rights of the said personages to such as here in New England it may 
concern, to the end, if any thoughts or desi^s of others have been 
heretofore, or may be hereafter prejudicial or injurious to the nght or 
possessions of the said patentees, they may so far take notice of the 
same, as, whatever hath happened in the bypast, or may befall for the 
fotare, any way derogating from the former claims, may seasonably 
meet with a loving and fnendly prevention ; at least, every one that 
aeems to be interested herein may declare and give reasons of their 
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titles and pfratensions tiiereto» that so, in so wei^tjr aa eDteqHiae, 
the basiness may be carried an end with order, justice, peace, and 
joint power and strength for the accomplishing of the same, and frui- 
tion of it with blessing and lore. 

Upon consideration of the premises, we conceive, tiiat the present 
face of affairs of Connecticut, as it now appears, will admit or require 
« punctual and plain answer to these necessary queries from the 
towns, that are lately removed from the Massachusetts Bay to take 
up plantation within the limits of tiie foresaid patent. 

Imprimis, whether they do acknowledge the rights and claims of 
the said persons of quality, and in testimony thereof will and do sub- 
mit to the counsel and direction of their present goremour, Mr. 
Jolm Winthrop the younger, established by commission from them in 
those parts. 

Secondly, under what right and pretence they have lately taken 
up tiieir plantations within the precincts forementioned, and what 
government they intend to live under, because the said country is 
out of the claim of the Massachusetts patent. 

Item, what answer and reasons we may return to the said pa- 
tentees, if the said towns intend to intrench upon their rights uid 
privileges, and justify the same. 

Th^ things we tender to you as our truly respected brethren, and 
do desire you earnestly to take them into your serious and Christian 
consideration, with as much secrecy as may be, so that we may re- 
ceive your speedy and loving resolutions, that, by the present oppor- 
tunities, which now present themselves for retuminff your answers 
into Endand, we discharge our trust, which we have lately been put 
in mind of. And thus we commend you to the guidance and protec- 
tion of our good God, and remain 

Tour loving friends, 

H. VANE, Jun. 
JOHN WINTHROP. 
HUGH PETER. 

To our loving and much rtspteted Frunds^ Mr. Ludlow, ^ 
Mr. Mavkrick, Mr. Nkwbbii&t, Mr, Stoughtov, f 

and the rest of otw Friends engaged in the business o^T 
Connecticut Plantations in'the Town of Dorchester ^ d*d, J 



D. Page 235. 
Sir, 

Yotms by Robinson we have received, and careful we shall 
be (I trust) to observe your instructions, and to hasten home as fast 
as the cause will permit. We are now in a readiness for Block 
Island ; only we wait for a fair wind. We are informed of many In- 
dians there; so we expect the toughest woiic we have yet met But 
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we are assured our cause is sood, and so we comraend ourselves to 
God's mercy and power, oj reason you sent for Mr. Wilson to 
come with Mr. Hooker, we being willing to show our loyalty to you» 
and love to the common cause, we have, without gainsaying, dismissed 
him, albeit we conceived we had special interest in him, and count 
ourselves naked without him, and therefore expect supply, if we be 
required to abide by it. Upon consideration that Mr. VVilson going 
alone in the vessel to Connecticut might the more engage Mr. 
Hooker and expedite his journey to you, and for that, being to go to 
Block Island, we could enjoy him but one Sabbath more, we dismiss- 
ed him at first view of your letter. 

We do thankfully acknowledge your care and tenderness toward 
us, signified by your writings, and sending my provisions, &c. and 
desire we may cleserve it. Tor the hardship you conceive you put 
us to, and pity us for, for my part, what I endure is so lUtle thought 
of, that it is not worthy pity, neither doth it trouble me, and there- 
me 1 desire it may trouble none of my friends. It is what I have 
been acquainted with in part before ; and if 1 be never more put to 
it for God's cause sake, it is much less than I have expected. 
Whiles we enjoy part in what is there to be had, I hope we shall be 
satisfied. 

We hear not of Miantonimo, nor any of the Narr^ansets nor 
Nianticks that were with you, concerning the Pequids they have, or 
any thing else, albeit we have sent for Miantonimo to come to us. 
The last day of the week, (being to eo to Block Island, and) wanting 
a guide, we sent Tho. Stanton and twenty men, with Lieut How, 
towards the Narragansets to get one» who found divers people in 
Pequid corn, and desired speech with some of them, but by no 
means could not obtain it, for they ran all away. Still they en- 
deavoured after it, and to know die reason of their running, especially 
seeing we had formerly expressly told them, tiiey must not use that, 
for we should then take them for Pequids. At length, they told, that 
Englishmen had some of them in prison in the bay, and they knew 
not what Enelishmen meant towards them. But we were also told 
by a squaw, tnat they were mixt, Peouids and Narragansets together; 
and were besides signs of two rendezvous ; she said, one was the, 
Pequids. So, there being twenty canoes, ours brought two away, 
with one kettle and beans, that were at the Pequids* rendezvous, 
but told them, let them come hither, and, if they were Narragansets, 
they should have all without any damage. 

We conceive you do well, in keeping mem to strict, just terms, as 
also in that you refer them to us in the matters specified ; for we 
conceive, being in the field, with our swords in bur hands, we shall 
do better with them tiian when the sword is sheathed, and all peace. 

Concemins: Pequids harboured by tiiem, we have thoughts (after 
return from Block Island) to require every one of them from those 
that have them, for these reasons : 

1. Their flying to them is no^submission to us, but of purpose to 
avoid it ; so that they bear the same good will to us as formerly ; 
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that is, thejr ttand enemies, enly use the Ntmg^uisetti and oftera » 
their covering. 

2. l^tanding thus, we ctn expect no other bat that thej will d^ 
us mischiefs as opportnnitj serves ; and, besidei^ be as spurs to the 
Narragansetts to provoke them to it, and as captains to aid and 
strengthen them in it, when, kc 

3. Under the vizor of a Narragansett, they will come amoi^ us^ 
and do us mischiefs. 

4. And when a mischief is done, then it will be fathered upon 
some renecado Pecot, that will have no master to own him i but it 
vnll be said, such a one did it, or such a one, &^ 

Therefore, if thej will not deliver all to us, according to their 
covenant, we cannot think their intentions to be good toward us, and 
shall accordingly declare ourselves towards them ; though we will 
not so use like faith with them, but first advise with you, unless 
we be constrained. And if God do harden their hearts, I doubt 
not but it vnll be to their perdition. Only i pray for the contrsr 
ry, if it be the Lord's will. 

For Wequash, we fear he is killed ; and if he be, 'tis a mere 
wicked plot, and, seeing he showed faithfulness to us, and for it is so 
rewarded, it is hard measure to us-ward ; and what is meet to be 
done therein, is difficult to me to conclude ; 1 shall therefore desire 
your speedy advice* 

After return from Block Island, we shall fall upon destroying com* 
Near to us it fails much by the weeds, and far trom us it will do us 
little good. The Nara^ansetts do gather beans in abundance, and 
we are silent at it; yet, if tbej^ should turn enemy, it would be to our 
mat damage. But my opinion ia» that they will be twice advised 
before they will fall out with its. Only they will let us bear their 
injuries as long as we will, and, if they see us in good earnest, I 
believe they vnll think upon it, especially whiles the terrour of our 
sword and our God's doings is upon them. 

There be many Pequids yet living, and such as will do much mis- 
chief. It will be found therefore necessary for one pinnace, one 
shallop, and some sixty men, to alnde here to take opportunities, 
partly at Long Island, and elsewhere upon the coasts, (for they 
lie mostly upon the coast, except such as are under the wing of 
other Indians.) Eke I see not many need stay. For, for this puce. 
it is scarce worthy much cost As for plantation, here is no m^ow ' 
I see or hear <m near; the upland good, but rocky and unfit for 
plouffhs for the most part. Indeed* were there no better, twere 
worray the best of us, the upland being, as 1 judge, strongier land 
than the bay upland. 

But if you would enlarge the state, and provide for the poor 
servants of'^Christ, that are yet unprovided, (which I esteem « wcs^y 
vrork,) I must speak my conscience. I confess the place and 
places whither God's providence carried us, that is* to Quillipeage a 
River, and so beyond to ^e Dutch, is before, this, or the l^y either, 
(so fiir as 1 can judge,) abundantly. But unless great necessity, or 
approved policy, require such undertakings, I would be loath to have 
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a himd ID, or tint my pen tirndd fiirtker tben, for I aitfeet not 8cat<^ 
tering, trat would rather part elakes at home ; yet, so iiu' as it may 
tend to pMkk vCitity, and the enlafgem«nt of Chriaei kingdom, I 
hope I should not hinder so good a work, though it be to self^ dis* 
adi^ntage. It seems to me, &od bath mach p^frie to bria^ hither, 
and the pkce is too strait, most thiiA, And it so, then, coDsideringi 
Ist, the eoodnesB of the land, dd,thefiumess of the title, dd,the 
neighbourtiood of Connecticut, 4th, the good access that may be 
thereto, wherein it is before Connecticut, even in the three foremen- 
tioned considerations, (for the land Connecticot men so jfl<k^) and, 
5th, that an ill neighbour may possess it, if a good do not/— I snonld 
readily give it my good word, if any good aoals hare a good UUng 
to it. 

I am willing, for my own particular, to stay here so long as yoorsdf 
and the council, or general court, shall see just cause to require me« 
Yet I also am as wflling to be at home so sodn as it may he permit* 
ted ; and. for my part, wheii^tSpme few things more are over, I see 
nothing against trot that I may come home, and ^erefere shidl wait 
to know your minds therein. 

Thus, with my due respect remembered to yourael^ tfcs htmauted 
council, and the rest of ^e magistrates, desiring your prayers^ I 
humbly commend you to God. 

Tours, as in duty I am bound, 

ISRAEL STOUOHTON* 

From Pequid, the Qd day of the7 
6th week of our waffmre. 3 

To hiit much honoured in the Lord^ the O^temintty 
and Council of the Maseachuietts^ theit ffttent. S 

[This was probably written 14 August^ 1637. Thej reached home 96th.] 



E. Page 345« 

{Bemfmstrmce or Petition hf Members of Boston Church, in 
favour of WheelwrighU JVulrch, 163f. Copied from the Book 
of their Mtagonist, Thomas Welde, fp. 23— 5.j 

Wb, whose names are underwrittoi, hate diligenfl? obsenred 
this honoured cour^ proceedings against our dear and rerer^id 
brother in Christ, Mr. WheelwrMit, now under censure of the court 
for the troth of Christ We do bunMy b eaeec h this honourable 
court to accqyt this remonstrance or petitioA of omr8» in all dne 
submission tendered to your worships. 

51 VOL. I. 
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For, Irst^ wberats Mr bdofed brodicr, Mr. WhedwrUi^ b e«i« 
tared for contempt bj the greater ptrt of tfab hoiioiired coart^ we 
Retire joer wonlii|M to ceonder the lincere iiiteiitioii of oar brother 
to promote year end in the day of fast ; for whereat we do perceive 
jonr principal intention Sie daj oT&ti looked chieftjr at the publick 
peace of the charches, onr reymnd brother did, to hit bett strengdi, 
and as the Lord aitisled Urn, labour to promote jonr end, and tbm- 
fore endeaTowed to draw m nearer onto Chnst, the head of oor 
anion, that so we might be establtahed in peace, which we concttve 
to be the true way, sanctified of God, to obtain year end»and there- 
fore deserves no sach censvre, as we conceive. 

Secondly, whereas oor dear brother is censored of sedkion, we 
beseech yoor worships to consider, that either the person condemned 
most be culpable of some seditions fact, or his doctrine mast be 
seditioas, or mast breed sedition in the hearts of his hearers, or else 
we know not opon what groonds he should be censared. Now, to the 
first, we have not heard anv that have witnessed against oar brother 
for any seditioas fiu:! Secondly, neither was the doctrine itself, 
being no other but the very expressions of the Holy Gliost himself, 
and therefore cannot jnstly be branded with sedition. Thirdly, if 
you look at the effects of his doctrine opon the hearers, it hath not 
stirred ap sedition in us, not so moch as by accident; we have not 
drawn the sword, as sometimes Peter did, rashly, neither have we 
rescued our innocent brother, as sometimes ^e Israelites did Jona- 
thm, and yet they did not seditiously. The covenant of free grace 
hdd forth by our brother hath taught us rather to become humble 
snppliatits to your worships ; and, if we should not JNrevail^ we would 
rather with patience ^e our cheeks to Ae smiters. Since, therefore^ 
the teacher, the doctnne and the hearers be most free from sedition^ 
(as we conceive,) we humbly beseech you, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ your Judge and ours, and for the honour of this court 
and the proceedings thmo( that vou will be pleased either to make 
it appear to us, and to all die wond, to whom the knowte<%e oT all 
these thines will come, vrherein the sedition lies, or else acqait our 
brother of such a censure. 

Farther, we beseech you, remember the old method of Satan, the 
ancient enemy of free ^ce, in all ages of the churches, who hath 
raised up such calumnies against the fiiithful prophets of God. 
Elijah was called the troubler of Israel, 1 Kings, 18. 17, 18. Amos 
was charged for conspiracy, Amos 7. 10. Paul was counted a pesti- 
lent fellow, or mover of sedition, and a ringleader of a sect. Acts 
d4.5; and Christ himself, as well as Paul, was chamd to be a 
teacher of new doctrine, Mark 1.27. Acts 17. 19. Now, we be- 
seech you, consider, whether that old Serpent work not after his old 
method, even in our days. 

Farther, we beseech you, consider the danger of meddling agunst 
the prophets of God, Psalm 105. 14, 15 ; for what ye do* unto tiiem 
the Lord Jesus takes as done onto himselC if you hurt any of his 
members, the head is very sensible of it; for so saith the Lord of 
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HestSt He timt tonchetii yoa toncheth the apple of mine 6je» Zech. 
£. 8. And better a millstone were hanged about our necks, and that 
we were cast into the sea, than that we should offend anj of these 
little ones, which believe on him. Matt 18. 6. 

And, lasdj, we beseech you consider, how you should stand ifk 
relation to us, as nursing fathers, which gives us encouragement to 
promote our humble requests to jou, or else we would say with tiie 
prophet, Isa. 22. 4, Lode fipom me, that I may weep bitterly ; Labour 
not to comfort me, &c.; or as Jer. 9. 2, Oh that i had in the wilder^ 
ness a lodgin^r pl^e of a way-faring man !— And thus have we made 
known our gnefs and desires to your worships, and leave them upon 
record with the Lord and with you, knowing that, if we should re* 
cdve repulse from you, with the Lord we shall find grace* 



Beloved Brethren, 

I MET lately with the remonstrsnce subscribed by your* 
selves with others. I must confess I saw it <mce before, but had not 
then time to read it advisedly, as now I have. I hope soon (by 
God*s assistance) to make it appear, what wrong hath been done to 
the court, yea, and to the truth itself, by your rash, unwarranted and 
seditious aelinquency. In the mean time, I thought fit to advertise 
you of some miscarriages therein ; and tiiough your qountenancimr 
of otiiers in the like practice leaves me small nope, that you wiu 
hearken to my counsel in this, yet, in dischai^ of my duty «m1 
brotherly respect towards you, I nave given this attempt ana shall 
leave the success to God. 

1. In this you have broke the ends of your callins, that you did 
publish such a writing, when you were no members of the court 

2. In that you tax the court with injustice. 

d. In that you affirm, that all the acts of that miyor part of that 
court are void, whereby you go about to overthrow the firandation of 
our commonwealth and tne peace thereof, by turning all our magis* 
trates out of office, and by nullifying all our laws. 

4. In that you invite the body of the people to join with you in 
your seditious attempt against the court ana the authority here es« 
taUished, against the rule of the anoatle, who re(|uires every sod to 
be subject to the higher powers, and every Christian man to study to 
be quiet and to meddle with his own busmess. 

I earnestly desire you to consider seriously of these things, and if 
it please the Lord to open your eves to see your fiulings, S will be 
much joy to me, and (1 doubt not but) the court will be very ready to 
pass them by, and accept of your snbmiasioni and it nay be a meami 
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«r a fiiHber and Urn recandHatiim ; wUbk tba Imi graart, nd in Us 
Bood tiBi6 ofect* So I raaC 

Yw lofing br«(lMr. 

J. W. 

xitK 15, lesr. 



iv^ tf»fr^ Friend* md Mmfti BrMrm^f 
Mr. CoDDfvvTov, Mr. C?oaswALr,, «fwf v 



To 

lU. ,— , , . . 

Mr. C^uvKn. ) 



[No reftrenoe jt n«de ia mj aotat to this docaMent, baoante no &t phco 
WM afforded by the text The esasperation of the controrenj did not, at 
aival, turn to gall Winthrop^s f^ntlenett of temper, though it aeems to me 
to hare |iad an iDJarioai infloence on hii jadgment] 



G, Page 260. 

It may please the worthy and mnch honoured goremenr, depotj, 
and assistants, and, with them, the present court, to take knowledge, 
that onr desire of stayini; witiiin this patent was red uid stro^ 
if the eye of Gtod's prondence (to whom we have committed our 
ways, espeeiaUy in so important an enterprise as this, which, we con- 
fess, is nr above oor capacities) bad saiaed ns to a place convenient 
for oor fiuniUes and for oor friends* Which, as onr words have often 
expressed, so, we hope, the troth thereof is sufficiently declared by 
0ar ahnost nine months' patient waitina in expectation of some op« 
portunity to no ofered ns, for that end, to onr g^t cfaai|;e and 
bbidrance many ways. lA all which time we have, in many prayers, 
commended the guidance of onr apprehensions, judgments, spnits, 
resolutions and ways into the goond hand of the only wise God, 
whose pcerogative it is to determine the bounds of our habitations, 
according to the ends for which he bath brought ns into these conn* 
tries ; and we have considered, as we were aUe, by his help, whatso* 
ever place hath been propounded to us, bein| ready to nave, with 
contentment, accepted (if by our stay any pooUck good mWit be 
promoved) smaller accommodations, and upon dearer terms (if they 
might be moderately commodious) than, we believe, most men, in the 
same case with us, m all respects, would have done. And whereas 
fi place for an inland plantation, beyond W^tertown, was propounded 
to us, and pressed with much importunity Inr some, whose words 
have the power of a law with us, in anv way of God, we did speedily 
and seriously deliberate thereupon, it being the subject of the gieat- 
est part of a day^ discourse. The conclusion was, that, if the «p* 
lana should answer the meadow ground in goodness and desirable- 
ness, (whereof yet there is some cround of doubting,) yet, conaideriog 
that a boat cannot pass from the bay thither, nearer than eiriit or ten 
milM dist^nc^ and th#t it is so remote from the bay, and mm ^y 
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town, we could not see how our dwelling there would be advin* 
tageoufl to tiiese plantationg, or compatiUe with our conditionfl* or 
commedioos for our families, or for oor friends. Nor can we satis- 
fy ourselTOS, that it is exp^ient for ourselves, or for our friends, that 
we choose such a condition, wherein we must be compelled to have 
our dwelling houses so far distant from our farms as Boston or 
Charlestown is from that place, few of our friends beinff able to bear 
the charge thereof, (whose cases, nevertheless, we are bound to con- 
8ider,| and some of them, that are able, not being persuaded that it is 
lawful fiNT them to live continually from tlie greatest part of their 
fiimilies, as, in this case, they would be necessitated to do. The 
season of the year, and other weighty considerations, compelled us to 
hasten to a nili and final concuision, which we are, at last, come 
unto, by God's appointment and direction, we hope, in mercy, and 
have sent letters to Connectacutt for a speedv transacting the pur- 
chase of the parts about Quillypieck from tne natives, n^ich may 
pretend title thereunto. By which act we are absolutely and irre- 
vocably engaged that way; and we are persuaded, that €rod will or- 
der it for good unto these plantations, whose love so abundantly* 
above our deserts or expectations, expressed in your desire of our 
abode in these parts, as we shall ever retain in thankful memoiy, so 
we shall account ourselves thereby c61iged to be any way instrumen- 
tal and wrviceable for the common good of these plantations as well 
as of those, which the divine providence hath combined tc^ether in as 
strong a bond of brotherly affection, by the sameness of their condi* 
tion, as Joab and Abishai were, whose several armies did mutually 
streti^then them both against several enemies, 2 Sam. 10. 9, 10, 11, 
or rattier they are joinea together, as Hippocrates his twins, to stand 
and fall, to grow and decay, to flourish andf wither, to live and die» to* 
gether. In witness of tlie premises, we subscribe our names, 

JOHN DAVENPORTR 
THEOPH. EATON. 
lli$ l2Hi tUttfofthelgt month, 1638. 

To (he mueh hon9ured^ the Qovtmottr^ > 
Dtpuijf and AuutaniSj ke» > 



H. Page 290. 

^iuthenticity of the Dbbd of four Indian Sagamores to Eei\ John 
Wheelwright and others, 17 May, 1629. 

BxFORE the 13th June, 18S0, I had no more suspicion of the 
truth of the deed to Wheelwright and four others, of 17 May, 1629^ 
which is ihe first article of Afqpendix in Belknap's N. H., I. and may 
also be seen in Hazard, I. 271—274, than of the charter of 4 March, 
1628—9, for the colony of Massachusetts Bay, or of any other undis- 
puted document On that day, casually perusing Gw. Winthrop's 
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Histoiy, page 173 of the first editieD, after htving twioe, ia former 
years, collated the wlnde with the original MS. without perceivii^ 
any inconsisteiicy with an instrument, that indeed had no necessary 
connexion with my text, I was stmck with the improlMibility, that 
Wheelwright and his associates, in 1639, should not hare mentioned 
their aneieni title, when so seTerely censured by their former breth- 
ren of Massachusetts for now " dealing with an Indian there, and 
buying Winicowet* See page 290 of this Tolume. 

To remore or confirm iny doubts, I considered immediately 
several circumstances, and on the same day wrote for luiTice to 
N. A. Haven, inn. Emj. of Portsmouth, competent counsel in such s 
cause. To aid him in supplying an early answer on some suspicious 
points, I mentioned, 1. The wretched argument of Cotton Mather, 
the first article of Appendix in Belknap's N. H., IIL 2. The names 
of the grantees, not generally known, except Wheelwright, who did 
not probably come over till seven years after, and Wentwortfa, who 
was probably too young. 3. The absence of Samuel Sharps on the 
ocean, just parted from Eneland, when he is made witness to the 
signing of tne deed. 4. The seven witnesses of delivery of pos- 
session, on the same day with execution, not one of whom witnessed 
the signing; and the doubts raised in 1707, when the handwriting of 
.several, j^rhaps of all, these seven, could so easily be proved. 
5. The argument from History of Winthrop, which seemed urrefra- 
gaUe. I asked, if the original deed were visible, that iny own eyes 
might judge, whether *• it has almost as many marks of 1^ as tliere 
be years in the number,** which was the authoritative declaration of 
Mather, without seeing the instrument, probably from the overbearing 
impulse of a celestial vision. My furdier question was, ** When was 
it Last seen ? or heard of F* In conclusion, I bq;ged him to inquire of 
Hon. Jeremiah Mason, or any other competent person, and to answer 
every particular. 

Mr. Haven replied, SO July, 1820, **! cannot better answer your 
letter of June 13, than by enclosing a communication from Mr. 
Nathaniel Adams, to which it gave occasion. Mr. Adams procured 
for Belknap the copy of Wheelwright's deed, which had been filed 
among the records of the superiour court in 1707, in the case of 
Allen vs. Waldron. The iMipers in this case he examined a few 
years ago, but afterwards mislaid them in the office. They are not 
now on the regular files. He remembers, that Dr. Belknap inquired 
in vain for the orig^al deed. If it exist at all, it must be amoi^ the 
heirs of Wlieelwright, their executors, administrators, or asMgns,— 

^^Ignari hominomqa^ locorqmqiie, 
Erramus." 

The communication of Mr. Adams follows : 

"Portsmouth, July 34, 1820. 
^^Mj dear Sir, 

« I have read with some attention Mr.Savajge^ letter upon the 
Indian deed to Wbeelwr%ht^ as well as the deed itself in the Appen- 
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dix to Belknap^ New Hampshire, toI. L and cannot diacoirer tl^ 
many Mspieioos circarostances, with which Mr. Savage thinks it 

* pregnant f and as he is methodical in pointing oat his objectionsi I 
will porsne the same order in answering th^m. 

** First, with respect to the grantees, three of whom, he says, are 
unknown in hb researches. It appears from the Records of Exeter, 
that, in the year 16S9, soon after the settlement of the town, the 
brethren of the chorch there, and the other inhabitants, made a com- 
bination, as they called it, or form of government, which was sisned 
by all the inhabitants, and the names m all the grantees in the deed 
are amonpt them. When they came to this country does not ap- 
pear. William Wentworth was one of the first settlers in Exeter, 
and continued there as lon^ as their combination lasted, and then 
removed to Dover. He assisted in defending Heard's garrison ill 
1689. If he was bom 1609, he was twenty years old at the time of 
executing the deed, eighty at the attack on Heard's, and eighty-eight 
when he died. His mode of securing the gate at Heard's aid not 
require more muscular strength than many men of that age possess. 
I see nothing improbable in his being one of the grantees, on account 
of his age. 

^ That Wheelwright was not in this country till 1636, is a mistake ; 
for Neal and Wwn, in a letter to John Mason, Esq. dated August 
Idth, 16S3, say, *We have treated with a gentleman, who has pur- 
chased a trackt of land of the Indians at Squamscott Falls — ^the 
raitleman's name being Wheelwri^t' Belknap, vol. I. Appendix, 
r(o. 6. If Mrs. Pierson'd account is correct, that Mr. Wheelwright 
came over,ictt^ Ais/amt/y,in the same ship with Samuel Whiting, in 
1636, ^en, as Cotton Mather says, * he might step over hither to see 
how the land lay before his transportation of his family.' Belknap, 
vol. lU. Appendix, No. 1. 

** Sd. Concerning the two English witnesses, Oldhanl and Sharp. 
It is acknowledged, that Oldham was in the country at the time, and 
was not killed till seven years afterwards. But Mr. Savage says, 

* that Sharp was, that very da^, on the ocean, just parted from Eng- 
land in coinpany with Hi^inson,' and refers to Prince's N. £• 
Chronology, 1. 185. Prince does not any \Vhere assert, that Sharp 
came over With Higginson. He says that, on the 30th of April, 
1629, at a general court of the Massachusetts company in London, it 
was ordered, « that tliirteen in their plantation shall have the bole 
ordering of the affairs and government there, by the name of the 
Govemour and Council of London's Plantation in the Massachusetts 
Bay in New England.' And, at the same court, Sharp was elected a 
member of this council ; but it does not follow, that he was then 
in Ensland. Endicott was, at the same time, elected govemour, al- 
though he was in Massachusetts; for he came over in 1628, as ap- 
pears from Prince's N. E. Chronology, 174 ; and, as others were sent 
over with him to bq|in a plantation, probably Sharp was one of them. 

^SA. As to the witnesses to the delivery of possession. This, in 
my mind, is a corroborative circumstance of the authenticity of the 
deed. The grantees, desirous of having every thing conducted in 
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the most fair and open manner, procured not only two Tenr respect- 
i^le witnesges to tne execution of the deed, Irat seven of tiie first 
characters in the neishbooring plantations to witness the transaction, 
und to endorse on the deed the delivery of the posseesioo, which 
they supposed equivalent to the endorsement of iirery of seisin in 
England. Three of these very witnesses, four years afterwards^ 
recognize the deed in question, as appears by Belknap, I^ Appendix, 
No. 6, above referred to; and two of them were directly interested 
in the suppression of it, if it had been a foraery. 

*« A copy of the deed, certified by Jos. Hammottd, register «f deeds 
for the counter of York, was used in the trial of the came Allen 
▼s. Waldron, in the year 1707, although it was not recorded there 
until 1713. I cannot say why it was lodged in the reg^ster^ oiBee 
for the county of Forkf unless it was, because the heirs d Wheel- 
wriffht lived in that county. After the record of the deed, his heirs 
took it into their possession ; for, in the year 1720, the people, who 
settled at Londonderry, then called Nutfiefd, purchased of CoL Wheel- 
wright of Wells his Indian risjht. The Rev. Mr. Macgregore, in his 
letter to Gov. Shute, says, * His deed, being of ninety years stand- 
ing, and conveyed from the chief sagamores between the Rivers 
Merrimack and PaBcataqua, with the consent of the whole tribes of 
the Indian nation, and well executed, is the most authentick we have 
seen.* Belknap, Ilf., Appendix, No. 4. 

^ I have not Gov. Wintnrop^ Journal ; but as he did not arrive 
in this country until 12th June, 16S0, it is not surprising, tiiat he did 
not mention the transaction of Wheelwrights purclMse, which took 
place fifteen months before, and especially as it did not relate to the 
society, over which he came to preside. 

** I shall be gratified if the for^oin^ olMervations have any tendency 
to investigate the truth. If I am mistaken, receive with candour tlve 
attempt of 

** Your friend, 

"NATHANIEL ADAMS." 

On 1 August, 1820, I replied, with much fuller evidence of the 
falsity of the deed, but not so full as shall be added to this article. 
Here the matter rested until 22 November, 1823, when appeared in 
the Portsmouth Journal an article, under the editor's head, giving 
several reasons for the opinion, that the deed " is, without doubt, a 
foi^ery." In the Historical Collections of New Hampshire, L 
29$— 304, is a defence of the instrument from the former gover- 
nour of that state, which is here copied : 

«* Remarks on the Jiuthentieity of the Wheelwright Deed. 

•' It has been recently affirmed, by a writer in one of our puUick 
papers,' that this deed « is, without doubt, a forgery.' The reasons 

1 Portsmouth Journal, November 23, 1823. 
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he aasigiu in rapport of this opinioD are, that Wheelwri^t was not 
h«ard of in this coimtrj till 163^ seven years after the date of th# 
deed ; that Samuel Sharpen one of the subscribing witnesses, was then 
op the ooean ; that, of the seven witnesses to the delivery of posses- 
sion, no one of them witnessed the execution of the deed, though 
made the same day ; as some of these witnesses were officers and 
agents of Laconia, it is incredible thej should have lent their names 
to an act destructive of their own title ; that Wheelwright, in 1634» 
four years after the purchase from the Indians, claimed only about a 
mile s<|uare at Sqoamscott Falls ; that, when Wheelwright and the 
other gentlemen at Exeter were censurdi, in 1639, by Massachusetts!, 
for dealing with an Indian and buying Winnicomett, they made no 
mention of the jmnt from the four sagamores ; that no trace of Att« 
ffustiae Story, Thomas Wite and Thomas Levitt is to be found in 
3ie history of Massachusetts or New Hampshire ; that William Went* 
worth, one of the supposed grantees, died in 1697 ; if he was only 
twen^-one years old when the deed was executed, he must hava 
been eidity-one when he performed the astonishing feat of strength, 
that Belknap records of him ; and tliat the original deed cannot now 
be found. 

'* Though these reasons may merit consideration, they do not^ in 
my opinion, prove that the deed from the four sagamores i$ a 
forgery. We have no evidence, that Wheelwright did not come to 
this country till the year 16S6. Thoueh he came with his family in 
that year to New England, he misht, before that time, have visited and 
resided in it some time taitliout bis family, and that appears to be the 
4>pinion of one of our early historians. Dr. Cotton Mather, as is exp 
pressed in his letter of 1708 to Vaughan.^ But we have more con* 
elusive evidence to this noint : NeaTe and Wiggin, who laid out the 
four first towns in New Hampshire, in tiieir return to John Mason, of 
August 15, 1633, explicitly state the fact of Wheelwright's having 
previously purchased of the Indians a tract of land at Squamscott 
rallst which, when settled, was to be called Exeter,^ 

^ The second objection is, that Samuel Sharpe, one of the subscribing 
witnesses, was on the ocean the very day the deed is dated ; and to 
prove this, the reader is referred to 1 Prince^ N. E. Chronology, 185. 
Hut, in the passage referrM to, there is no evidence that Sharpe was on 
the ocean that day any more than that John Endicott was, who in fact 
arrived in Massachusetts the preceding summer, and was then go- 
vemoar of that colony. AU that Prince states is, that Endicott, on 
the SOth of April, 1629,^ was, by the company in England, appointed 
ffovemour of Massachusetts, and Sharpe a member 3 the council in 
that colony, and not that either of them were then in England, or on 
the ocean. There is, however, better and more conclusive authority 
than Prince. I will state the facts, though one of them favours the 



1 " 3 Belknap'f N. H. Appendix, No. 1." « " Ditto, Appendix, No. 6.^ 

fle and Sharpe wer 
I that month.^' 

52 VOL. I. 



3 «« He and Sharpe were appointed at an earlier day, but probably fome- 
time in that month.^' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



410 APPENDIX. 

writer apon the point under consideration. A letter from the council 
in Endand, dated April 17— 21st, 1629, states, that, previous to its 
date, tney had received a letter from Gov. Endicott, written bj him in 
New England, dated September ISth, 1628; and that thej [the 
council in England] had reappointed him govemour, and appointed 
Samuel Sharpe counsellor, &c. and that thej then thought oharpe, 
who had emlmrked for New England, was detained, bj md weather, 
on the coast of En^land.^ But, what is of roost importance, neither 
the letter last mentioned. Prince, or the writer in the Journal, afford 
any evidence that tiie Samuel Sharpe to whom thej refer was the 
same man who appears as one of the subscribing witnesses. On the 
day that deed was executed, Samuel Sharpe, the counsellor, was pro- 
babljr on the ocean ; but another man, of the same name, might then be 
in this country, and in fact subscribe as a witness. The writer ap- 
pears to admit, tliat John Oldham, the other English subscribing wit- 
ness, was then in this country ; for he says he was murdered by ^ 
?(. Indians in 1736. 

'^ It is not objected to the witnesses of the delivery of possession, 
that tiiey were not then in this country, but that it was incredible 
that some of them should be witnesses to a deed that was destructive 
of their own title. I can see nothing incredible or improper in 
Neale, Vauehan, and Gibbons, who were agents, and perhaps owners^ 
under the Laconia company, subscribing as witnesses to an Indian 
chiefs delivering possession of part of the tract which the company 
claimed. If they were present when possession was delivered, they 
must know it, and their certifyii^ it in writing could not cperate 
against them or their employers. Their act neitlier confirmed Wheel- 
wright's title, or impairea that of the company. Four years after the 
execution of the deed, two of those witnesses, in their report to Mason, 
appear to consider Wheelwright's claim to the lands, or some part of 
them, as good.^ But the writer, to evade the force of this fieict, says, it 
was only about one mile square ; and cites Winthrop^ Journal, p. 17S, 
to shew, that, when Massachusetts, in 1639, complained of Wheel- 
wright and his associates for purchasing Winnicomett of the Indians, 
he aid not then state his claim to the large tract conveyed by the 
deed of 1629. But what necessity was there for his doing it ? If a 
man is required to defend his title to one tract of land, is he obliged 
to assert and vindicate his claim to two ? According to Winthrop, 
the complaint of Massachusetts against Wheelwright was not on ac- 
count of the purchase and settlement of Exeter, but Winnicomett, 
that is, Hampton. Wheelwright might, within four years from the 
execution of tne first deed, be induced, from motives, which, after the 
lapse of near two centuries, we are unable to discover, to ab&ndon his 
right to a sreat portion of tiie land described in the deed. We have 
reason to believe, he had neither the* means to settle the whole, or sap- 
port a controversy witli Mason and others. 

** Another objection to the authenticity of the deed is, that no trace 
of tliree of the grantees named in the deed, to wit, Augustine Story, 

1 " Haiard's State Papers, 266—268." » " 1 Belk. N.H. Appendix, No. 6.»» 
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Thomas Wiie, and Thomas Levitt, can be found in the history of 
Massachnsetts or New Hampshire, and that it is remarkable their 
names should never again occur. Whoever reads the deed must be. 
convinced, that it was obtained bj the labour and expense of Wheel- 
wright, and not bj those of his associates, and that possession of the 
premises was delivered to him, and not them. But it is not a fact 
that we hear no more of the associates ; for, in the year 1639, an agree- 
ment was made by the settlers at Exeter, for tibe government of them- 
selves and their concerns. This agreement is signed by thirty-five 
persons, of whom are John Wheelwright, William Wentworth, and 
x^omcrs Levitt^ three of the five grantees ; and, as to the other two, 
it is highly probable they also setUed at Exeter, and signed the con- 
tract, but spelled their names different from what thev were written in 
the deed, a circumstance that frequency occurs in the old documents 
relating to this country. In the deed, their names were written Au-r 
gustine Story and Thomas Wite, but, in signing the agreement, 
Aujrustine Starr and Thomas Wright^ And the remark respectiug 
Wuliam Wentworth, that, if he had been but twenty-one years of age 
at the time of the purchase in 1629, he must have been eighty-one 
when be performed the extraordinaij feat of strength recorded in 
fielknap, does not appear to me to impair the authenticity of the In- 
dian deed. In the first place, there is no evidence, that Wentworth, in 
1629, was twenty-one years old, for though miqprs are not capable of 
^ving, they are of receiving deeds. But, admittmg he was of tnat a^, 
me feat oi strength, which Belknap states Wentworth performed in 
1689, was not greater, if so great, as what he affirms was effected by 
Waldron, who, he says, was then * advanced in life to the age of 
ddity years.'^ History affords many instances of men, older than 
eiUier of these, who performed greater feats of sti-ength and activity. 

** The last objection is, that the original deed has disappeared. Con- 
sidering the long period of time, that has elapsed since it was given, 
and the number of generations, that have passed away, its preserva- 
tion would have been more extraordinary than its loss. The deed it- 
self was produced in court in 1707 and 1708, in the case of Allen 
vs. Waldron ; it was on the ancient files in the county of York on the 
28th of January, 1713, and was then recorded in the records of deeds 
in that county. 

•* There are many other considerations, which support the authenti- 
city of the deed, but it appears unnecessary to state them. 1 will on- 
ly add, that, if the deed was forced. Wheelwright must have been 
privy to it ; but the goodness of his character repels the charge : and> 
if it was foreed, it would be incredible, that a man of so mudi under- 
standing and knowledge as he possessed, should select the names of 
the officers and agents of the company of Laconia as witnesses, who, 
of all others, were most interested in detecting and exposing tlie 



fraud. 



"WILLIAM PLUMEIV 



" I Hazard's Stete Papers, 463." » u i Belknap's N. H. 248, 2490* 
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My firf^t remarks wilt be on the internal evidence. 

1. No Indian deedy in rtry knowledge, and I have examined ma- 
ny, was ever drawn w) long, formal and precipe. Conveyances be- 
tween the Enztish were not, for a lonsrsfiace of years, artiflciathr writ- 
ten on our side of the Atlantick. This deed was. It will fe said, 
drawn by one of the srantees. But who could have done it in so 
clerktike length and beauty, more than a year before any lawyer, 
except Tliomas Morton of Merry Mount, came to the country, and 
half a century before any lawyers here drew such solemn assurances F 

^ I1ie names of the sachems are suspicious. Passaconaway was» 
probably, not sagamore of Penecook alone, but of much more of the 
country, confined however to the Merrimack, certainly superioor 
lord of Pentucket ; yet the deed appears to show an equality with 
him of Runnaawit, sagamore of Pentucket, and of the two others. 
There is, in 2 Hist Colt. IV. 169, a true deed of Haverhill, 15 No- 
vember, 164S, in which Passaquo and Saggahew, ** with the consent 
of Passaconaway," sell Pentucket, and they, without thehr paramount; 
affix their marks. I know it may t>e objected, that, in this very in- 
strument, the grantors describe ** Passaconaway our chief sagam^nre ;^ 
but this is one of the strongest marks of fabrication. He was chief 
sagamore on the Merrimack, and Runnaawit, if Aere ever were 
0uch a person, sagamore of Pentucket, had therefore done well td 
express his fealtfr ; bkt he was not chief of Squamscot, much less of 
Kuchawanuck, that ever I heard of, nor does it appear ^m any other 
paper. The force of this remark must not be evaded, by referring 
the fact of his superiority, acknowledged apparently by Vvabangnon- 
awitt and Rowls, only to the other erantor, Wanse the payment, an- 
nuallv, from each township within the limits, of ^'one coat of truck- 
ing cloth," is reserved to tne chief a\orte. Besides this oljection, the 
names of all the other three sagamores are unknown id any other 
transaction. It may indeed be thought, that Rowls is an easy mis- 
take of transcription for Knowles, who, it is known, was sachem of 
Nuchawanack, and,in 1643, granted to Humphrey Chadboume lands 
still remaining in that family, and, in 1650, to Spencer. See Sulli- 
van's Maine, 143. I have two partial answers to this fact: One, 
that, in these deeds, he takes no notice of his lie^ lord, Passacona- 
way ; and the other, that it is probably an finj;Tish adopted name. 
But this practice of taking our names was not, tn 1629, used by the 
Indians. Who were the two other strange sachems ? 

S. )n the preamble to the deed, the sachems are made to declare 
their inclination *■ to have the English inhabit amongst us, as they 
are amongst our countrymen in the Mi^ssachusetts Bay ; by which 
means we hope, in time, to be strengthened amnst our enemy, 
the Tarateens, who yearly doth us damage." This is quite incon- 
sistent with truth, but might readily be suggested to an English- 
inan of a later age, composing a fictitious document. The more 
Indians expressed such fear to Plimouth people in 1621. The 
Tarrateens did, in I6dl, surprifs the Indians at Aeawam on the 
sea-side ; but what fear could the martial tribes of £e upper Mer^r 
nmacl(, of S(|qamscoty and of N|K:hawanack» entertaip of such icti'^ 
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knwpH enemies. The English settlements at Dover and Pertsmontb, 
of SIX jeari standing, were their shields, if any could have been 
seeded. Yet this instrument refers to the bnmbie settlement of 
Massachusetts Bay, i. e. Salem, eight months old, where Higginson 
afierward$ fovnd about ten houses and one hundred settlers. 

4. The grantees, five in number, «* ail of the Massachusetts Baj," 
are all unheard of for some years ; yet, if the men, women and 
children at Salem amounted but to one hundred, and there were 
not, in which I am confident, half as many more in the bay, some 
one of these five names should have appeared in the govemour and 
company'k letters to Endecott, or in his to them* Especially does 
this apply to Wheelwright, in the deed called «]ate of England, a 
ainister of the mpel.* We know the ships, in which most of 
•nr principal fktkers severally came, and tne dajr of arrival of 
each. Remarkably is this verified of the early ministers, except 
BlacJcstone. He, we know, was not accordant with our Puritans | 
hat Wheelwrii;ht was nf the straitest sect This reverend gentle- 
man did not visit Plimonth or Sdem in their destitute state, want- 
ing the bread cf life. Did he leap, with his associates, Irom the 
anchoring ground thirty miles into the country, without accepting 
congratulitiens of the settlers on the coast ? and leap back from 
S<|uamscot to England, without a farewell to hb friends, comii^ and 
goii^ without beii^ seen ? 

5. These four liberal 'sagamores * give, grant, bargain, sell, re^ 
lease, ratify and confirm unto J. W. £c. all that purt of the main 
land bounded by the River of Piscataqna, and the River of Merimack, 
that is to say, to begin at Nuchawanack Palls in Piscataqua River 
afow'esaid, and so down said river to the sea, and so alongst the sea- 
shore to Merimack River, and so up along said river to the falls 
at Pantucket aforesaid, and from said Pantacket Falls, upon a north- 
west line, twentjr Endish miles into the woods, and from thence to 
mn upon a straight Tine, north-east and sowUi-west, till [itl meet 
with tne main rivers, that runs down to Pantucket Falls and Nncb- 
awanuck Falls ; and the said rivers to be the bounds of the saU 
lands from the thwart line, or head Kne, to the aforesaid &lis» and 
the main channel of each river, from Fentuckeit and Nuchawanack 
Falls to the main sea, to be the side bounds, and the main sea, be- 
tween Piscataqua River and Merimack River, to be the lower bounds, 
and the thwart or head line, that runs from river to river, to be the 
vpper bounds ; together with all isUnds within said bounds, as also 
the Isles of Shoals, so called by the English, together with all proAts, 
advantages and appurtenances whatsoever, to the said tract of Und 
belonging, or in any wise appertaining, reserving to ourselves libertj 
of making use of our old planting land, as also free liberty oif 
hunting, &hing and fowling." Now it may seem, that, after svdi 
a mnt in 16^, Passaconaway shoald not Mve eariMented to another 
sale of Pentncket in 164S, by sachems, who acknowledged hia sovo* 
reignty. But a much stronger objection is, that, at the very time, 
and even six years before, a^ording to the auftentick history of the 
contemporary 0ov, WinsloWy settleaieota were made at Portsmouth 
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and Doyer, which both contioved wittoat interrupiioii, «iider the 
f^nnis to Gorges, the whole of whose pretended rwhts, and those 
in actual enjojmenty on the sea between MerimacL and Piscata- 

3 Da, and up the river dose to Nuchawanack, mast be defeated Jbj 
lis deed. In view of all the fore^inc particulars, one can hardlj 
avoid the conclusion, that this de^, which, we may soon see reason 
to believe, was not made for more than seventy years after its 
assumed date, was made with a sMcial reference to the ^nt of 
the president and council of New England to John Mason, 7 Nov. 
16S9, because its lines in the two rivers are the same, and the In- 
dian deed is made to include Isles of Shoals, which were embrs- 
ced (not indeed by name) in Mason's, and had not been in Gorges*s 
grant fiut the including those islands is a very strong objecti^m 
to the deed. What poesiUe claim of title could these inland Indians 
have to islands thev never saw, or probably heard of? Wheelwright 
could not, as an hone$t man, which he assurdlly was, take their 

Sant of lands of great extent, of which the Hiltons and others at 
over, and the dwellers at Portsmouth, had long been in peacea- 
ble enjoyment ; but he must have been as foolish as dishonest, to 
take in the isles of the ocean, to which the sagamore of Ipswich, or 
Squidrayset, beyond Saco, had much more reasonable claims than his 
supposed grantors. -^ 

6. Of the conditions, or provisoes, the bearing of most is to lessen 
the credibility of the instrument The first, that *< the said John 
Wheelwright shall, within ten vears after the date hereof, set down 
with a company of English, and begin a plantation at Squamsquott 
Falls," looKs more like accommodation of a pre^^xistent fact to a 
desired hypothesis, than a real bargain by children of the forest 
Savages are not accustomed to postpone enjoyment or revenge. 
It looks cunning, but it defeats itself. The plantation did begin 
IB ten years, but ought not to have been delayed as many months.-— 
The second is of the same character. It was desirable, less than 
eighty vears after, ** that what other inhabitants shall come and live 
on saicl tract of land, from time to time, and at all times, shall 
have and enjoy the same benefits as the said Wheelwright* But 
what reason could the grantors have for imposingvsuch a condition P 
Was not Wheelwrij^t, like any other purchaser, to sell out par- 
cels of his right ? — The third is altogether foreign from any ima- 
ginable object of the Indians. — The fourth is still more so, and seems 
borrowed from a halnt, that grew a few years after in the Massa- 
chusetts court in making grants. It has also a strong likeness to 
the erection of townships designed in a letter of Neal and Wig- 
gin, more than four years after, which has been hastily thought to 
confirm this deed, which, in fieict, it falsifies. — The fifth seems ut- 
terly destructive of the verity of the transaction. Why should the 
Indians require, that their grantees, " to avoid contentions amongst 
them,* should be subject to ** the government of the colony of the 
Massachusetts, their neighbours, and to observe their laws and or^ 
-ders until they have a settled government amongst themselves P*^ 
What can be more irreconcilaUe to us, who knowihe precise cii>^ 
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cumstances of the colony, then corering only a few acres at Sa« 
lem ? Why should orders by Capt Endecott, who had not then his 
commission from the govemour and company, extend to re^ons far 
beyond the bounds of the company's purchase of the preceding year, 
and confirmed by the charter a few weeks before this date ? Is it 
not apparent, that the penman of this deed knew the subsequent 
assertion and exercise of jurisdiction, by Massachusetts, over that 
r^on, but had forgotten, or hoped others would forget, that it. did 
not begin till twelve years after?— The sixth is idle repetition of 
tiie reservation in the premises. People, who could waste time in 
the wilderness for such forms, might as well have settled there at 
once, and would soon have learned better employment — The seventh 
is divisible. The first member, providing, that each township should 
pay to Passaconaway and his successors forever '* one coat of truck- 
ing cloth a year,** *" for an acknowledgment," seems indeed to show 
a reasonable object of the grantors' care, though, as before hinted, 
under the second h^d of these remarks, it leaves all but one with* 
out any such equivalent. But what should have led to the second 
member, ^'and also shall pay to Mr. John Wheelwright aforesaid, 
his heirs and successors forever, two bushels of Indian com a 
year?" Why should the grantors have taken any care to enforce 
payment to their grantee by those, who purchased of him ? It would 
be no difficult matter, if the deed had been true, to show payment 
of this yearly ^ coat of trucking cloth f for the Indians were quite 
punctual, and always have been so, in asking for their annuities. 

7. After the hal)endum et tenendum, with warranty, come the 
seals and signatures, with two Indian witnesses, whose names are 
as little known as those of two, at least, of the grantors. But the 
signing is the remarkable point All the six marks are di^rent, 
yet not one is an Indian mark. Those, who are conversant with 
the habits of the aborigines, in this particular, know their pride is 
exhibited by animal or other devices, on the same principle of hu- 
man nature, that led civilized men to ** the boast of heraldry," to 
put family or fitncy arms and mottoes on their seals. It may be said, 
that exact copies of the marks should not be expected, because we 
4iave only copy, not original of the deed, given by Belknap, and that 
Hazard has not distinguished the marks. I should not insist much 
on this circumstance, more than on Hazard's omission of the signa- 
ture of one of the grantors, but that the copy, in Belknap, mich 
has six different marks, was ** corrected by a copy on file, in the 
superiour court of New Hampshire, in the case of Allen vs. Wal- 
dron, which copy is attested by the" register of the original deed. 
Could any one have made for the supreme court a copy, without 
tiiese impoHfig marks finom the original? 

8. Perhaps the strongest circumstance of intrinsick evidence is 
the attestation, on the aame "day of May, one thousand six 
hundred twenty and nine, in the fifth year of our sovereign lord, 
Charles, king of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, defender of 
the faith," £c. by ieven English gentlemen of reputation, five of 
whom were then directly, and the two others indirecUy, as ag^ts of 
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Gomt ID aaotber idantatton^ tntertitad i0^n*t the elbct of said 
deed, that Wahangnonawaj, sagaaiore of SqoainMjiiott, ** in behalf 
of htmaelf and the other sagamores then preunt,** did ** deliver quiet 
and peaceable possession of all the lands mentioned in the within- 
written deed onto the within-named John Wheel wrigbt»" and that 
the deed *« was signed, sealed, and delivered in our presence." Yet 
there are two other English, ^ntlemen of reputation also, witnesses 
to signing, sealing and delivering. Now, whjr did not the seven, or 
some of them, sign as witnesses to the first solemnitj? Or why 
did not one or both of the witnesses to the first solemnitjr sign 
as witnesses to the last? Where was the deed eiecuted? in ue 
wilderness of Squamsoot ? or in tiie English settlements of Dover 
or Portsmouth P Wherever it was, it was all one transaction. All 
the nine English are made to saj, thej saw it signed, sealed and 
delivered ; jet seven onlj witness delivery of possession, not one 
of whom sisn in the proper place as witnesses of signing and seal- 
ing. All uie sachems are said to be present at delivery of pos- 
session, as well as at execution of the deed ; ^et the two Bullish 
witnesses of siniing and sealing say nothing of possession. Tb^ 
were far from home, and might stay out the after ceremony as well 
as the others* It is usual at Indian treaties for all jjiarties and 
witnesses to remain to the end of the solemnities, especially if they 
occupy but one day. 

I now turn to the extrinsick evidence. 

Mr. Adams says, the grantees were all here 4 October, 16S9L 
This is to him satisfactory proof of the genuineness* to me of the 
fidsity, of the instrument. There can be do doubt, that, if this deed 
be a forgery, the maker knew of Exeter combtnatioo by thirty-fivo 

rons at that time, as taken from their records by Hazard, L 463 ; 
his grantees' names are those of the four jlrst signers with the 
thirty-first But it is beyond credibility, that all five, Uiere in Octo- 
ber, 1639, were there, and no others, in May, 1629; for in no other 
instance, in the whcrie Atlantick coast of this union, will five sms* 
on any spot at the first openinfl; of the country, be found on the 
same spot ten years after. At Plimouth, k$Uf died in three momtka. 
Prince, I. 85, 86. At Salem* we know, there was much mortal nek- 
ness in Bndecotfs little companv the first year, and worse the 
second, after Hignnson's fleet of three ships increased the colonv. 
A melancholy tide is told by Winthrop of his companions, in the 
letters. Appendix, A 47 and 49. Of our twelve first assistants in 
the summer of 1630, only five remained next spring, Johnson being 
dead in less than three months, Rossiter in leis than four, Saltoo- 
stall, Coddington, Revell, T. Sharp and Vassall gone to England. 
Coddin^ton and Vassall did indeed return to America; but tl^ for- 
mer, within ihtfaUl ten years, had left Boston forever, to found 
a new state at Khode Island; and Vassall could not even live in 
Massachusetts. Ludlow and Pynchon, too, were gone within tea 
rears. Though the latter was within the jurisdiction, at Springfield, 
he was too remote to continue in office. So that nine out of ^rslf e 
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trere miMing ir leM than the same period Aai all oar five gran- 
tees coiHinoe t6 eirjoj life at Exeter. 

fist Mr. Adams snppofles, that all the grantees wer^ here in Maj, 
1639» and that tnj proof of Wheelwrighfa comine in 1636» for the 
first time» is a mistake. He refers to Neal and Wiggin's letter 
to John Mason, IS Anrest, 1633, Belknap's N. H., I., Appendix, 6: 
** Because yon w<mld have four towns named as vou desired, we 
have treated With a gendeman, who has purchased a tract of land 
of the Indians at Squamscnt Falls, and jour land running up to 
the said falls cm one side of the river from tiie falls about a mile 
downward, said ffentlenmn having a mind to said land on your side 
to a certain creSc, and one mile Mck ward from the river, which we 
agreed on, and the creek is called Wheelwrights, the gentleman'^ 
name being Wheelwri^t^ and he was to name said plantation fwhen 
settled) Exeter." This letter is verified, seven days after^ by Vine* 
and Jocelyn. Now this letter, so far firdm supportuig the deed, 
tends to its overthrow. 1. Because it refers to MasonS recent de- 
sire about four towns, yet the deed, four years before, contemplates 
division into townships. 2. The purchase was just then made ; for in 
the letters of 24 June and 13 July, 1633, or any former letters of 
the agents to their princiimls, notice is not taken of it. 3. The 
purchase is of *'a tract ot land at Squamscut Falls," and ^ about a 
mile downward f not the whole province between Merimack and 
Fiscataqua, thirty or forty miles back, dovm to the sea, and Isles of 
Shoals. 'Fhis Wheelwri^t was not, probably, our John, though it 
may have been his fiither, uncle, brother or cousin, here in the sum^ 
mer tf 1633, after as many thousands of English had come over 
to New England as there were hundreds in the spring cf 1629. I 
cannot believe his character would have been omitted m that letter, 
^ late of Endand, a minister of the gospel,* of course ordained bj 
one of the bishops, friends of their employer. Mrs. Fierson, hia 
daughter, *<the more sensible and capable of the two* ^'very in- 
competent witnesses to determine the time of their Cither's ArsC 
coming over into America,* told Cotton Mather, ^ that her fii^erls 
coming over with ha family was in the same ship with Mr. Samuel 
Whiting the minister of Lynn, and others,* and he adds of them, 
•'who, we are all sure, came in 1636;* and that she never heard 
her father speak of visiting America before. Now I leave it to 
jndges of probability, not to Mather, who, instead of weiaiiing evi- 
dence, had not discretion enough to be trusted to wipe 3ie scales, 
whether Wheelwright, who liveid with his children for thirty-four 
years from 1636, can be presumed to have mentioned particularly 
m coming in 1636, when the country was comparatively thriving 
and well filled, and to have omitted 4ie fact of ms coming, in 1628, 
to a wilderness, which he saw, in his latter days, blossoming as the 
rose. I say 16£8, not 1629, for no vessel in this year had vet broudit 
over men to make a treaty with inland Indians. The minute infor- 
mation of the dauffhter was accurate. Whiting left En^and in 
April, arrived 26 May, sajrs Mather's Life, in one of the "^ fifteen 1^1 
graat ships,* no doubt, mentioned by Winthrop^ all in our harbour to- 
53 VOL. I. 
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Mttier* On 12 of Jane, little more than a fortmdit after, oar Church 
Records have ''John Wheelwright and Mary his wife** admitted, 
Nos. 354, 5. In October after, ho is mentioned in this Histoiy, as <« a 
brother of Mrs. Hutchinson, one Mr. Wheelwright, a silenced minis- 
ter sometimes in Ensland.** I should be pleased with a probable 
explanation of this clergyman's n^ect, either to join some ai oar 
churches sooner, if he remain<Ml a few months after his pnarchase, or 
to bring over his familj earlier than 1636, if, as the exquisite casuist 
suggeste, ^ he had stepped over hither to see how the land lay, b^ 
fore his transportation of them * If he had gone back in 1629, whj 
did he not return, if not before, at least, in the ship with his «s- 
ter, Mrs. Hutchinson, and the Rev. Messieurs Lathrop and S^mmes, 
with other good company, arriving September, l634r See this His- 
tory of that date, compared with Symmes's evidence in Hutchin- 
son, 11. 430 and 440. 

Passine over, for the present, several other remarks of Mr. Adanis, 
which win be amply answered hereafter, when the trial of the wit" 
neseei comes, I observe his difficulty about cq>y and original. *< A 
cop^ was used in the trial of the cause in 1707," certified by the 
register, though the original was not recorded till 1713. Now, 
when we remember, that this cause was the cause involving every 
title in the province, why was not the original brousht from the oth^ 
side of the river, in York county? Why shouul the register, if 
the ori^al was too precious to be trusted from one town to the 
next, postpone six years the recording of such a valuable instru- 
ment? How be could certify, except from his record, or how he 
could know the original, never heard of before, to be genuine, are 
questions of very little concern in that time, when the jury would 
believe an;^ thing, and distinguish no more between copy and oris;!- 
nal, than if Mather had be^ their foreman. The power of the 
court was, of course, nothing. 

The lan^age of Mac^regore and others, settlers of Londonderry, 
proves nothing but their innocence. They were not arrived till some 
years after the death of Alien, when this or any other forged deed, 
of ninety years old, became as good as a true one, nobody appear- 
ins; to diispute, and every body asserting, its authenticity. The Col. 
wheelwright, of whom they purchased, was probably grandson of our 
John ; but grandson or son might believe the deed authentick. His 
right to grant may have been under the purchase of 1633, or 
tluit in 1639 ; but, if it were under neither, it is very clear, it 
could not be under the deed, of wliich his fatlier knew no more than 
he did of my present argument I am as well satisfied, that he was 
dead twenty-five years before that deed was made, as that he lived 
fifty years after its pretended date., 

Mr. Adams wholly avoids or mistakes my argument about Gov. 
Winthrop's silence, which is not, that the govemour said nothii^ 
about the transaction, <* which took place .fifteen months before** his 
arrival ; but that Wheelwright and nis associates, when, in March, 
1638—9, complained of by our court for buying Winicowett of «ti 
Indian, knowing that we claimed and had taken possession of it, * by 
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fyailding an house there above two years since," said nothing about 
the transaction, did not triumphantlj reply, We bou^t, ten years 
since, all the lands of four Indian sachems, from Merrimack to Pis- 
cataqua ; we bou^t, last month, of this poor Indian, only his actual 
enjoyment of Wmicowet, but from the sovereigns of the soil more 
than thirty times Winicowct, before one in seventy of your people 
came over the ocean. See page 990, and compare it with page 303. 
Who made the instrument, is not known to me. It was heard of 
first in 1707, but not in any of the former numerous trials of the same 
title. The counsel for defendant were John Pickering and Charles 
StQry. Was Story an heir of the srantee of that name ? On their 
side were court, witnesses, jury, and spectators, with their ears open 
to hear all the pathetick obtestations or the tenant for his cause and 
their own, and their eyes closed against any offensive sights of the 
adversary'^ strength, or their own weakness. For the honour of 
God^ people, and their protection against the Egyptians, this imposi- 
tion or a spurious deed, if known to a few, would seem np worse 
than perjury, which every lawsuit, involving such interests, fumishea 
like a hotbed. 

In reply to the observations of Gov. Plumer, most of what is 
said above, in answer to Mr. Adams, will be equally pertinent ; and 
very few remarks are necessary, before the following inquiries about 
the witnesses. Mr. Plumer's question, ** If a man is required to 
defend his title to one tract of land, is hie obliged to assert and vindi-; 
cate his claim to two F* is very wide of the point M^ complaltit is, 
that he does not defend his title to the one tract, that is Winicowet, 
as he would naturally do, if this deed were in existence, by say- 
ins, Winicowet is in our great purchase ten years ago. The elder 
title, I sav, would have been alleged. Again, Mr. Plumer says, 
•*the deea itself was produced in court in 1707.'* Now this is con- 
trary to Mr. Adams, who says, «a copy of the deed, certified, &c 
was u«ed in the trial." This is probable ; for the copy is certified 
by the register of York, not by the clerk of New Hampshire tribunal, 
in which original had been produced at the trial, but was now with- 
drawn. Mr. Plumer's acquaintance wi^ law processes will satis* 
fj him, that a court does not permit copy of a deed, after original 
has been used in a suit, to be substituted for original, with the verifi- 
cation of register of a county in a foreign province, instead of its 
own clerk. But, if it were original, not copy, that was used, I better 
understand the management, which Mather piously considers " ^ 
remarkable display and instance of the Providence of Heaven in the 
finding of this instrument just before the sitting of your last court,** 
80 that scrutiny of signatures of men, dead many years, could not be 
had. For so remarkable a gift of ProvidencCit it would have been 
respectful to have incurred uie expense of recording ; but it seemed 
dangerous, I suppose, for the next five years and a half Did those, 
whose title materially depended on this deed, expect Providence to 
continue to favour them, by preserving the deea against their own 
negligence ; or did they think the evil of keepiog it secret was much 
less tnan that of showing it ? Mr. Plumer,^ too, repeats, from 0^ 
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Mather, the assertioii* ''if the deed was foned, Wheelwright mvst 
have been privy to it ; bat the goodness of his character repels the 
charge.** I presume the paper was forged twenty-six years or more 
after his death; but whether it were earlier or later, there is no 
privity necessary, probable, presumable, or hardly possible. The 
character of Wheelwright is valued hj me as highly as by Dr. 
Mather or Gov. Plumer ; and I think it is vindicated, by sliowins, 
that he was too sensible, as well as too honest, to take or make sudh 
a conveyance. But when the pretended deed is shown to be a for- 
ffery, and never heard of till it was wanted, and could be in some 
d^ee safely produced, a quarter of a century after he was in his 
^ve, how can any stain attach to his character P No doubt there 
IS guilt somewhere, but it may be too late to ascertain, whether it 
belong to the counsel in the cause, or to the agent of the province, 
who applied to the ambiguous oracle at Boston, or to some other 
dealer in such spells and necromancy. 

Of the nine English witnesses, in whose presence this deed is 
attested to be signed, sealed, and delivered, 17 May, 1629, 1 be- 
lieve we may entertain strong doubts, whether more than one was 
then in this country. 

1. John Oldham is first mentioned in 16^, by Bradford, in 
Prince, I. 149, and Morton's Memorial, 74, from which latter Hub- 
bard, 92 — 94, takes his narrative. In 1 625 he lived at Nantasket, 
^Hubbard, 107,) haviug, in March, underffone ludicrous and severe pun- 
ishment for his injurious treatment of rlimouth colony, (Bradford in 
Prince, 1. 153.) The next year his character, or at least his conduct, 
changed, «*and we g[ive him liberty," says Bradford, lb. 158, "to 
come and converse with us when he pleases." So high did he stand, 
ne^t year, with the saints he had formerly persecuted, that (jov. 
Bradford, sending to his majesty's council, from Plimouth, 9 June, 
1628, the letter about arrest and sendins home of Morton, Uie an- 
archist, says in it, *< this bearer, Mr. Jmin Oldham, who can g|ive 
your honours further information upon his oath, if need so require, 
whom we have sent with the prisoner, and to attend your lordships' 
pleasures," 1 Hist Coll. III. oS. Morton, we are told, came bad^ 
neit year; but 1 shall now show, that Oldham, before May, at least, 
did not: 1. It is highly improbabUt from Sullivan^ Maine, 219, 
reciting the grant in 1629, from the Garl of Warwick, Lord Gorges, 
Sir Ferd. Gorees and Thomas Smith, of the territor]^ between Cape 
Elizabeth ana Cape Porpoise, to John Oldham and Richard Vines, of 
which livery of seizin was given in 1630, in which grant their un- 
dertaking to transport fifty persons thither, must imply their pre- 
sence in England. 2. It is impossible ; for, in our venerable Colony 
Records, then kept in London, at a meeting of the ^vemour and 
company, 2 March, 1628 — 9, is this passage: ** Touching John Old- 
ham, the governour was ordered to confer with him upon any indif- 
ferent course, that might not be prejudicial to tlie company." Three 
days after is this record : " 5 March. A new proposition being 
made in the behalf of Mr. Oldham, to be entertained by tiiis company, 
it was deferred to farther consideration." On 10 of same month, 
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onlj five days later, the names are given of a large committee " once 
more to confer with Mr. John Oldham.** On « 1 1 May, 1629. This 
daj Mr. Oldham propounded unto Mr. White, that ne would have 
his patent examined, and if s agreed by the court, not to have anj 
treatj with him about it, by reason if s thought, he doth it not out of 
love, but out of some sinister respect" Certainly John Oldham was 
all tiiis time in London. For these extracts, the New Hampshire 
gentlemen may rely on my accuracy. But in Hazard, 1. 256-— £68, 
IS the general letter of our govemour and company in London to 
their agent, John Endecott, at Salem, 17 April, 1629, from Graves- 
end^ in which, paee 258, may be read, "* Mr. John Oldham came 
from New England not long before your arrival there," QE* arrived 
September, 1628,^ <*by whom we have had no small distraction in 
tmr business, having been cast behind, at the least, two months time 
in our voyage, through the variety of his vast conceits of extraordi- 



nary gain," occ. &c. The voyage was that of the three ships, with 
Skelton, Higginson, Samuel Sharp, &c. by whom came this letter. 
They proceed, " Finding him" [Oldham] ^ a man altogether unfit for 
us to deal with, we have at last left him to his own way; and, 
as we are informed, he, with some others, are providing a vessel, 
and is minded, as soon as he can despatch, to come for New Eng- 
land," &c. &c. throofi^i forty lines it cannot be necessary to trans- 
cribe. There is a P. S. to said letter of 21 April, and from the 
postscript to the P. S. pace 268, probably by Gov. Cradock, I am 
sure every one would infer, that Oldham was still there. Now, 
what becomes of the confidence, that Oldham might have witness- 
ed the deed 17 May of tiiat year? Our ships arrived in the latter 
part of June. 

2. Samuel Sharp was passenger, with Samuel Skelton, in the 
George Bonadventure, one of the abovementioned three ships, and 
she was detained at the Isle of Wight till 4 May, and arrived at 
Salem 23 June. See in the foregoine letter, in Haz. L page 262, 
** We have caused a common seaT^o be made, which we send you 
by Mr. Sharpe,'* and, page 265, « If, at the arrival of this ship, Mr. 
Endecott should be departed this life, (which God forbid,) or should 
happen to die before tne other ships arrive, we authorize you," [by 
whom this letter is carried ?] " Mr. Skelton and Mr. Samuel Sharpe, 
to take care of our affairs, and to govern the people," &c. The P. S. 
of 21 April, page 266, •* The aforewritten is, for the most part, tiie 
copy of our general letter, sent you, together with our patent,- under 
the broad seal, and the company's seal in silver, by Mr. Samuel 
Sharpe, passenger in the George, who, we think, is yet riding in 
the Hope ; but, by means of stormy weather, the Talbot and the 
Lion*^ Whelp are yet at BlackwalJ. By these ships, that are to 
follow, %e intend," &c. See, also, the next letter of our govemour 
and company, *< London, 28 May, 1629," with P. S. Gravesend, 3 
June, Haz. 1. 277—285 : " Our last unto you was of the 17th and 21st 
April, sent by the last ships, viz. the George Bonadventure, Thomas 
Cox master, who set sail from the Isle of Wight the 4th of this 
month, and seconded by the Talbot, Thomas Beecher master, and 
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the Lion'g Whelp, John Gibbe master, who set sail also from the 
Isle of Wight about the 1 tth of this month,** &c. This letter came 
by a new expedition of three ships, in one of which, perhaps, John 
Oldham mtglit have passage, thoush probabl j his views, advei'se t» 
our company, led hiro to seek other conveyance, it may be in the 
vessel he was providing. We have Higginson's own journal in print, 
kept with the exactness of a log book for each day. It is repub- 
lished in the invaluable Collection of Hutchinson, pages 32^-44. In 
page 35, the sailing of the Talbot, in which he was embarked, and 
the Lion's Whelp together, on II May, from the Isle of Wight, is 
recorded ; and on page 44, Tuesday, 30 June, ** being come into the 
harbour** [of Salem,] « we saw the George, to our great comfort, then," 
[quere there ?J •* being come on Tuesday, which was seven days 
before us.** Now Mr. Plumer, as every body else, must see, that 
our Samuel Sharp, in the George Bonadventure, coming from the 
Isle of Wight to Salem, between 4 May and 23 June, could not 
siffn his name to this instrument 17 of die same Majr. But I am 
filled with admiration at his suggestion against the identity, that 
** another man of the same name misht then be in this country, and 
in fact subscribe as a witness.** What ! two Samuel Sharps in 
New England before the first of July, 1629 ! I beg the gentlemen of 
the other side to inquire, how few more on that ciay than eight hun- 
dred English there were on the whole continent, between Newfound- 
land and Virginia. The computation may take infant Salem, as the 
most populous, except Plimouth, then nine years and a half old, 
two hundred ; the rest of Massachusetts, one hundred and fifty, (Hig- 
ginson, in Hutch. Coll. 47, makes ** in all, old and new planters, three 
hundred,** and I give in sixteen per cent.;) Plimouth, "near three 
hundred,*' is the boast of their fnends. Prince, 1. 197; and there was 
less than one hundred and fifty in the rest of one thousaml miles 
of Atlantick coast, counting from five to fifty at Pemaquid, Ports- 
mouth, Dover, Cape Ann, Weymouth, and any other cabin east of 
Yimnia. There are now one million and three quarters of people 
in New England alone, of whom I beg an enumeration of all tntrt, 
bear the exact name of Samuel Sharp. Will there be four thousand ? 
or four hundred ? or forty ? It is not, and never was, a common 
English sirname ; and the name of baptism is not, probably, unit- 
ed with this sirname more than once in twenty. Of the represen- 
tatkres of New Hampshire in 1824, eleven in two hundred and 
eleven, are Samuels. Mr. Plumer has no hesitation in proving 
John Wheelwright's purchase in Majr, 1629, when there were not 
five hundred English between Virginia and Canada; -by a letter 
of Neal and W^iggin, about Mr. Wheelwright, 13 August, 1633, 
when there were near five thousand ; but he uiinks a Samuel Sharp 
might have been a witness on that first day, though we prove, that 
the only one of that name, ever heard of in our early history, was 
.tiien on the ocean, if it were to be regarded, however, as a possi- 
bility, that there was a Samuel Sharp at Piscataqua or its neigh- 
bourhood 17 May, 1629, how infinitely multiplied are the chances 
against anotfier John 01dham,-*-a name of much rarer occurrence I 
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Yet these are the formal witnesses to sisning, sealing and deliver- 
ing a deed, when each was some thousands of miles distant. I saj 
each was absent, for the identity of both these, so we^l known 
persons, must be presumed. How many hundreds of millions to 
one against the presumption, is not a matter for mj arithmetical 
powers. Something like such a calculation may be seen in the letters 
of Herbert Mareh, the present Bishop of Llandaff, a<id Mai^aret 
Professor of Divinity, to Travis, the unhappy archdeacon, whose 
blunders were the occasion of calling out from Porson the most 
extraordinary union of perspicacious argument, witty sarcasm and 
profound erudition, that our language can exhibit. Can an alibi be 
better made out ? Can a forgery of near two hundred years old 
be better detected ? 

3. « Walter Neal, govemour," *• came in the bark Warwick this 
summer" [1630] <* to Pascataqua, sent as governour there for Sir F. 
Gorges and others.'' See page 39 of this History, compared with 

Eage 7. It may be guessed, that he had been there before, and went 
ack to England soon after 17 May, 1629. Might we not presume, 
he had not before been " governour,** the title of the verification P 
I say, he had never been uiere at at), though, unless he were gover- 
nour, the deed roust fall ; and quote the language, " humbly pre- 
sented and submitted by tiie governour and company of Massachu- 
setts Bay to the king's most excellent majesty," 6 September, 1676, 
on the solemn subject of our exercise of jurisdiction over New 
Hampshire adverse to Gorges and Mason, Belknap's N. H., I., Ap- 
pendix, 14 : ** Our first exercise of jurisdiction being in the year 
1641, eight years after Capt. Neale, agent for Mr. Mason, bad 
wholly deserted the improvement of land and the government of 
the country, which, indeed, he never used but one year ; for in the 
year 1630 Ac jirsi came over, and in the year 1634 he quitted 
the place, and in the interim neglected the same, in making a voy- 
age for England," &c. 

4. ** George Vaughan, factor," seems liable to part of the objection 
against NeaC governour. I know not when he came first to our 
country, but presume it was not so early. He left in August, 1634, 
and there is nothing to be found, but this deed, to render it probable, 
he had then passed three years here. The very next article to this 
famous deed, in the Appendix, is a letter from Eyre, of the ** compa- 
ny of Laoonia, to Mr. Uibbons, their /orc^or," dated last of May, 1631. 
Eyre's letter informs Gibbons, that they now " send you a factor to 
take charge of the trade ffoods." Was not this factor, coming out in 
July, 1631, George Vau^an ? In the disputed attestation. Gibbons is 
called trader, as Neal is governour, and Vaughan factor, " for the 
company of Laconia." Now, if Neal were not sent governour by 
the company until 1630, it may be presumed, the factor and trader 
had not their appointments sooner. It appears probable, contrary to 
Belknap, N. H., I. 14, that the company of Laconia was not formed 
till six months after the date of this deea. 

5. " Ambrose Gibbons, trader," came with Neal in the bark War- 
wick, having written to Eyre, 8 April, 1630, from Plimouth in Old 
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Bngland, 21 Jalj ind 14 Aagust, 1630, from Piflcttaoiia* See Ejre^ 
letter in BelknaplB N. H.» I^ Appendix, 2. I conclude, he then cane 
for the frs^ time, because his «* wife and children" were sent next 
Tear ; and if he had been here, with appointment from Mason or 
Qoi]|^ in 1629, then sone to Endand, and come back, he woold, 
on his secoiMf Tojage, have brought them. 

6 and 7. ** Richard Tines, goTemour, and Richard BonMiton, as* 
sistant, of the plantation at Saco.* What a goodl j oulsulenilsehood 
hath ! But this outside is decorated in such a manner as to lead to 
detection. Had the names alone been given, some doubt m^t have 
remained about these persons. But the offices and the residence are 
both fatal. Vines was here, as an explore, man j years before any 
settlement, according to Belknap, Amer. Biog. I. dM--S56, and his 
back might be thought broad enough to carry Bonighton, who is 
never heard of till long after this deed. But Vines, with-Oldham, 
was, I think, in England, in 1629, takins; mnt of land here, not pos- 
session, till 1630. The appointment of Vines as govemoor, and of 
Bonighton, as assistant, of the plantation, which is the important 

Knnt, was not made till 2 September, 1639. See the commission in 
azard, I., 458—462. Sir Thomas Josseljn, who stands before 
Vines, did not come over. I know, that tmt commission from Sir 
F. Gorges is for the province of Maine ** from the entrance of Pis- 
cataqua harbour unto the River of Sagadahock ;" but I denj, that 
Vines was 8;ovemour and Bon^ton assistant under anj other com- 
mission. Further, Saco was not settlkl till some years aiiter thii 
deed See 2 Hist Coll. IV. 187, and Hubbard, 214. 

8. " Thomas Wiggin, agent," was not here, jprobably, for two years 
after thb signing his name. Hubbard, 221, makes him begin his plan- 
tation in 1631 ; and when the exact truth is found out oy the New 
Hampshire gentlemen, p^^ps, it will show Hubbard's correctness. 

9. ** Edward Hilton, steward," was, probably, at Piscataqua, uid the 
only one of these nine witnesses, who, we may reasonabTy believe, 
was there 17 Maj, 1629. But we may as reasonably doubt his sw- 
nature, as that of the others. If the otlier signatures are disMieved, 
in any degree, on account of the description given, by themselves, of 
themselves, in tiie attestation, Hilton's is equally suspicious. Our 
onlj account of him, for several years, is from Hobbara, 214, and if 
WijKin and the others did not come before May, 1629, Hilton was 
entmed to be called eovemour, instead of steward ; for Mason had 
not sent over any bo^ superiour to him. 

I close ^is examination without making anv remarks, thou^ 
very much more presumptive evidence of the fabrication of this in- 
strument, long after its date, could easily be furnished, and may 
be imagined. An apology is, perhaps, due to all my readers for its 
great length. But two gentlemen, at least, in New Hampshire, will 
not complain of the deference shown by me to their opinions, nok 
slight the labour bestowed in proving them erroneous. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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